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Notifications Unexpectedly Silenced? 
Blame Focus 

by ADAM ENGST 

On Valentine’s Day, Tonya texted me (don’t get 
excited, she was thanking me for tracking down 
some squirrely accounting details for our taxes) 
and commented that my notifications were si-
lenced in Messages. 

It was noon, and there was no reason I would 
be hiding from notifications, particularly from 
her, and I noticed her message right away on my 
iMac. Curious about why Messages claimed I had 
notifications silenced and certain that I hadn’t 
intentionally enabled any Focus, I started check-
ing all my devices. 

No Focus was active on my iMac or iPhone, 
the devices I use most frequently and those that 
would be most likely to change my Focus. My 
next thought was my iPad Pro, which I use infre-
quently enough that it’s often out of power. It was 
indeed dead, so I thought perhaps it had died 
while in the nightly Do Not Disturb such that Focus had gotten stuck. But no—as soon as the iPad pow-
ered up, it became clear that no Focus was active, and Tonya’s iPhone continued to report that I had noti-
fications silenced. 

That left my 
M1 MacBook Air. 
I don’t particularly 
care about Focus 
on my Macs be-
cause I rarely use 
th em dur ing 
hours or in situa-
tions when I don’t 
want to be dis-
turbed. However, 
I had enabled the 
Share Across De-
vices option when 
we were covering 
Focus changes in 
Apple’s latest op-
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The Saturday SMMUG Special Interest Group 
(SIG) will meet from 10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon, 
Saturday, March 11, 2023, via a ZOOM video 
conference. FYI: An email containing the the 
Meeting ID and password will be sent to all mem-
bers. 

The meeting will be divided in to two parts. The 
First part starting at 10:00 will focus on Photos edit-
ing. Starting at 11:00 it will focus on iOS, helping 
everyone become both comfortable and proficient 
with their iPhone, iPad, and iPod mobile devices.  

All are invited, but new users are especially encour-
aged to attend this meeting. Bring your tips and 
tricks, questions and suggestions.  

Go to: https://www.smmug.org/meeting-info 
to find the instructions for attending our ZOOM 
meetings. 

For more information about Special Interest 
Groups (SIGs), go to the SMMUG website. 

Scan this QR code to be taken to our  
SMMUG web site
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through the Silicon Summit. 
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MEETING DATES 
Our regular monthly General meetings are on the 
second Monday of every month. Upcoming 
meeting dates are as follows: 

Mar13, 23 
Apr 10, 23 
May 8, 23 
Jun 12, 23 
Jul 1, 230 
Aug 14, 23 
Sep 11, 23 
Oct 9, 23 

Nov 13, 23 
Dec 1, 231 

————————- 
Our regular monthly SIG meetings are on the 
second Saturday of every month. Upcoming 
meeting dates are as follows: 

Mar 11, 23 
Apr 8, 23 

May 13, 23 
Jun 10, 23 
Jul 8, 23 
Sep 9. 23 

Oct 14, 23 
Nov 11, 23 

MISSED AN ISSUE? 

You can find the previous issues of the Sili-
con Summit posted in PDF format at the 
SMMUG website.

THIS MONTH AT SMMUG 

March 13, 2023
6:00 Q&A Session 
6:45 Networking Break 
7:00 Apple Maps by Jeff J.; Focus Modes by 
Mike M; PDF Expert by Mark G. 
8:00 Adjourn 

http://www.smmug.org/join-smmug
http://www.smmug.org/category/newsletters
https://www.smmug.org/meeting-info
http://www.smmug.org/meeting-info
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Announcements 
New Zoom ID and Passwords:  There is a new General Meeting & SIG Meeting Zoom ID and Passcode. Club members, look in your 
email messages for the latest SMMUG email blast for the new numbers. 

Door Prizes For The March Meeting: 
TechTool Pro [software] 
AliveColors [software] 
Keyring Case for the Apple Air Tag 
$10 Apple Gift 
card 
Air Pods Pro case 
Phone stand 

Club News
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erating systems (see “What’s New with Focus in iOS 16,” 7 
October 2022). 

This setting caused the MacBook Air to inherit my Driving 
and Sleep settings in Focus, which is confusing because they’re 
triggered by the iPhone, and if my iPhone thinks I’m either dri-
ving or asleep, I’m certainly not using the MacBook Air. For un-
known reasons, the MacBook Air would regularly throw a notification about how the Driving Focus was enabled. I never understood why, because 
the Driving Focus is triggered only by the iPhone connecting to our cars’ Bluetooth systems, and I was patently not driving when I had the Mac-
Book Air open on my lap in the dining room. But I hadn’t noticed it making any difference, so I never looked into it. 

Until now. I use Messages only a few times per day, but no one had previously commented about my notifications being silenced. In fact, Tonya 
was sensitive to it because she found herself in the same situation last weekend when I noticed that her notifications were inappropriately silenced. We 
haven’t had time to track that one down. 

Once I realized that Focus on the MacBook Air was the culprit, the fix was simple. I first turned off the Share Across Devices option. Then I delet-
ed the Driving Focus, with prejudice, and also deleted the Sleep Focus since that’s equally nonsensical on the Mac. Finally, since I seldom use the 
MacBook Air during my normal Do Not Disturb hours—and if some unusual situation or emergency causes me to be working late, I do want noti-
fications!—I neutered the Do Not Disturb Focus by deleting its schedule. I would have deleted it, but Focus doesn’t allow that. For sanity’s sake, I did 
the same to Focus on my iMac as well. 

This situation is a perfect example of how Focus makes using Apple devices more unpredictable (see “Apple’s New Focus Feature May Be 
Overkill,” 20 January 2022). Generally speaking, I’m in favor of clever systems with lots of options, but only when those options don’t force users 
into complex troubleshooting 
scenarios, particularly with 
missed communications. 

So I stand by my key rec-
ommendation from my origi-
nal article: 

Stick with the standard 
scheduled Do Not Disturb 
and Driving notifications, plus 
Sleep if you use watchOS’s 
sleep tracking capabilities. 
Those classic capabilities—
blocking notifications during 
specific times, such as when 
you’re asleep and while dri-
ving—address the needs of 
most people. 

To that, I’ll now add that 
you should turn off Share 
Across Devices unless you’re 
sure you want your iPhone to 
control the Focus state on oth-
er devices. 

ExtraBITS 
Mimeo Acquires Competing Motif Photos App — The world of Photos project extensions, never a hotbed of competition, just became a little less 
competitive now that Mimeo has acquired Motif. 

Microsoft Authorizes Parallels Desktop for Windows Virtualization on M-Series Macs — Microsoft has officially blessed Parallels Desktop as a 
way to run Windows 11 on Arm on Macs with Apple silicon. Can support for VMware Fusion be far behind?

Continued from page 1

https://tidbits.com/2022/10/07/whats-new-with-focus-in-ios-16/
https://tidbits.com/2022/01/20/apples-new-focus-feature-may-be-overkill/
https://tidbits.com/2022/01/20/apples-new-focus-feature-may-be-overkill/
https://tidbits.com/2023/02/02/mimeo-acquires-competing-motif-photos-app/
https://tidbits.com/2023/02/17/microsoft-authorizes-parallels-desktop-for-windows-virtualization-on-m-series-macs/
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iOS & macOS 
Restart Your iPhone or iPad Using Siri 

by ADAM ENGST 
Restarting your iPhone or iPad isn’t something you should have to do often, but there are times when it’s a good troubleshooting step to eliminate 

odd or problematic behavior. There’s no harm in restarting, apart from a short downtime. But you may not remember which buttons to press to 
restart your iPhone or iPad (which is really powering the device off and back on, not a true restart). Plus, not everyone may have realized that Apple 
added an option to power the device off in Settings > General > Shut 
Down. 

In iOS 16 and iPadOS 16, Apple has made restarting significantly 
easier by bestowing Siri with that capability. Just invoke Siri by holding 
down the side button or Home button, and then say, “Reboot.” Siri also 
understands “Restart this device,” “Restart my iPhone,” and so on, al-
though using “Restart” on its own tends to cause whatever audio was 
playing previously to start again. You can also restart your device hands-
free with “Hey Siri, reboot,” but your command could be picked up by 
multiple devices within range, which might not be desirable. Regardless 
of how it’s invoked, Siri always asks if you’re sure that you want to restart, 
and you can either tap the Restart button or answer “Yes.”  

That makes me wonder if someone could cause all the iPhones in a 
crowded room to restart by yelling, “Hey Siri, reboot,” and following it 
up with “Yes” a few seconds later. Very little actual harm would result, 
but it would freak people out. It could be a great distraction technique in 
a spy flick. And as my train of thought continues, now I’m dying to 
know if the PA system in an airport could be hijacked and used to play a 
stream of disruptive “Hey Siri” and “OK Google” commands. In a movie, of course.  

Sadly, Siri hasn’t yet gained the capability to restart other Apple devices. It’s easy enough to restart a Mac by choosing Restart from the Apple menu 
(among quite a few other methods), but it would be actively useful if Siri could restart an Apple TV, Apple Watch, or HomePod. Instead, here’s what 
you must do to restart each of them: 
• Apple TV: I can never remember the keys to press on the remote to restart an Apple TV because there are so many buttons and the specific com-

binations to restart have changed three times (currently, hold down the Back and TV/Control Center buttons). I often resort to selecting Settings 
> System > Restart and will admit to pulling the power once when I got frustrated. 

• Apple Watch: The Apple Watch is more obvious because it has fewer buttons. Restart it by holding down the side button until the sliders appear, 
tapping the power icon, and dragging the Power Off slider to the right. Alternatively, navigate to Settings > General > Shut Down. Either way, turn 
it on again by holding the side button until the Apple logo appears. 

• HomePod: The only way to restart a HomePod is by touching and holding its tile in the Home app, scrolling down and tapping the gear icon, 
tapping Reset HomePod at the very bottom of the settings, and finally tapping Restart HomePod. Instead, I usually just unplug it, wait a few sec-
onds, and plug it back in. 
Finally, I wonder how the fact that Siri learned to restart iPhones and iPads in iOS 16 first became known. I don’t remember Apple mentioning it 

in a keynote, and Apple’s coverage of Siri commands doesn’t seem to include it. The first article about it that I can find is dated two days after iOS 
16’s release, on 14 September 2022, and comes from a site I’d never heard of called wccftech.com. After that date, lots of sites mention the feature, 
but did wccftech.com discover it, publish it first, or merely backdate its coverage? 

iOS 16.3.1, iPadOS 16.3.1, macOS 13.2.1 Ventura, watchOS 9.3.1, tvOS 16.3.2, and HomePod Soft-
ware 16.3.2 Fix Bugs and Security Vulnerabilities 

by ADAM ENGST 
Apple has once again pushed out updates to its entire family of operating systems, fixing bugs and addressing security vulnerabilities. Because one of 

these vulnerabilities—a bug in WebKit that could allow maliciously crafted Web content to execute code—is being actively exploited in the wild, we 
recommend installing all these updates immediately. 

Details, such as they are, include: 

https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT201559
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT210631
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT201836
https://support.apple.com/guide/watch/restart-apple-watch-apd521a8a902/watchos
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT208380#restart
https://support.apple.com/siri
https://wccftech.com/how-to/reboot-iphone-using-siri/
https://wccftech.com/about/
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• iOS 16.3.1: Apple says this update fixes a problem with iCloud settings displaying incorrectly or being unresponsive if apps are using iCloud, ad-

dresses an issue that prevented Siri requests for Find My from working, and improves Crash Detection on the iPhone 14 and iPhone 14 Pro mod-
els. With luck, Crash Detection will now stop triggering false alarms for skiers. iOS 16.3.1 also plugs two security vulnerabilities: the actively 
exploited WebKit vulnerability and another in the kernel. 

• iPadOS 16.3.1: Unsurprisingly, iPadOS 16.3.1 gets the same bug and security fixes as iOS 16.3.1, minus the Crash Detection optimizations. 
• macOS 13.2.1 Ventura: Apple doesn’t share any details about bugs fixed in Ventura but calls out three security fixes, the two previously men-

tioned and another in Shortcuts. 
• watchOS 9.3.1: Apple hasn’t published release or security notes for watchOS 9.3.1 yet, but it’s a safe bet they won’t include anything surprising. 
• tvOS 16.3.2: Nothing to see here—Apple merely says this update includes “general performance and stability improvements” and hasn’t yet pub-

lished security notes. tvOS 16.3.1, which Apple quietly released a week ago, had the same release notes. 
• HomePod Software 16.3.2: Apple didn’t describe last week’s HomePod Software 16.3.1, but 16.3.2 includes a fix for a bug where asking Siri to 

control smart home accessories could fail, along with general performance and stability improvements. There are no security notes for this update. 

Auditing Free Drive Space: Where Have All the Gigabytes Gone? 
by ADAM ENGST 

Howard Oakley’s explanations of the underpinnings of macOS are always interesting, but his latest post on his Eclectic Light Company blog, 
“How to get the Trash working properly,” particularly drew my attention. In it, he points out that deleting a very large file to free up space doesn’t 
necessarily have the desired effect, at least right away. 

The reason, he says, is that Time Machine works by making APFS snapshots of your entire drive on every backup and retaining those for 24 
hours. Because one of those snapshots contains the very large file, you may not get the space back until a full day later, when Time Machine has delet-
ed those snapshots to make way for new ones. 

Oakley says that some backup apps use a similar approach—he calls out Carbon Copy Cloner—but unlike Time Machine, such apps generally 
provide options to disable the feature, change how long snapshots are retained, and delete the snapshots if you need the space right away. Time Ma-
chine has no such options, but you can delete the snapshots manually in Disk Utility. (Still other backup apps, such as Arq and Backblaze, don’t use 
APFS snapshots but consume significant amounts of space for caching purposes—that’s getting some discussion in TidBITS Talk right now.) 

I’ve been pondering just how difficult—perhaps impossible—it is to know how much free space you actually have on a Mac’s drive these days (see 
“Ensure Sufficient Free Space before Upgrading to Ventura,” 15 November 2022 and “iPhones and iPads Now Require a Passcode on Every 
Backup/Sync,” 11 January 2023). The complexity underlying APFS and macOS in general creates a situation where the amount of free space isn’t 
entirely deterministic. Howard Oakley examines the variables in “Explainer: Disk free space,” and Jeff Carlson explains APFS in his Take Control 
of Your Digital Storage, Second 
Edition ebook. 

I decided to see if I could replicate 
some of these issues, at least in macOS 
12 Monterey, which I’m still running on 
my 2020 27-inch iMac until I find the 
time to do a much-needed clean instal-
lation of macOS 13 Ventura. I recently 
upgraded to V2 of the Affinity suite (see 
“Consider Switching from Creative 
Cloud to Affinity V2,” 5 December 
2022), but I hadn’t gotten around to 
trashing the earlier versions of the Affin-
ity apps. They’re about 2.5 GB each, 
and I put them in the Trash yesterday. 
This morning, Get Info on my boot 
drive reported 137 GB free, and the 
Trash contained 7.6 GB. 

I figured that if I emptied the Trash, 
I’d either see no change due to the Time 
Machine snapshot issue or have almost 
exactly 145 GB free. Surprisingly, nei-
ther was true. After a minute or so, the 
free space number did rise—as expect-

https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT213407
https://www.ksl.com/article/50528635/dispatchers-get-accidental-911-calls-from-skiers-because-of-iphone-crash-technology
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT213635
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT213408
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT213268
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT213633
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT213436
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT207936
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT208714
https://eclecticlight.co/2023/02/24/how-to-get-the-trash-working-properly/
https://talk.tidbits.com/t/how-much-cache-space-do-your-backup-clients-burn/21365?u=ace
https://tidbits.com/2022/11/15/ensure-sufficient-free-space-before-upgrading-to-ventura/
https://tidbits.com/2023/01/11/iphones-and-ipads-now-require-a-passcode-on-every-backup-sync/
https://tidbits.com/2023/01/11/iphones-and-ipads-now-require-a-passcode-on-every-backup-sync/
https://eclecticlight.co/2021/12/04/explainer-disk-free-space/
https://www.takecontrolbooks.com/digital-storage/?pt=TIDBITS
https://www.takecontrolbooks.com/digital-storage/?pt=TIDBITS
https://www.takecontrolbooks.com/digital-storage/?pt=TIDBITS
https://tidbits.com/2022/12/05/consider-switching-from-creative-cloud-to-affinity-v2/
https://tidbits.com/2022/12/05/consider-switching-from-creative-cloud-to-affinity-v2/
https://tidbits.com/2022/12/05/consider-switching-from-creative-cloud-to-affinity-v2/
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ed—but first to 148 GB (not shown) be-
fore settling down at 146 GB. I can’t explain 
why it was a full gigabyte higher than 
would seem possible. 

So, for whatever reason, I was not seeing 
what Howard Oakley was describing. 
That’s good, I suppose, since his scenario 
was going to cause confusion for users. 
Nonetheless, I wanted to see what role 
those Time Machine snapshots played in 
the free space available on my drive. When 
I looked in Disk Utility, I had 24 snapshots, 
nominally consuming 36 GB. (By the time 
I took the screenshot below, I had already 
deleted two individual snapshots without 
making any difference in the amount of free 
space.) 

Regardless, when I selected all the snapshots and clicked the – button below the list, my free space number rose again, first to 163 GB (below left) 
and then, five minutes later, to 167 GB (below right). I’m somewhat perturbed that it changed so significantly over five minutes, but it may take that 
long for APFS to recalculate. However, since I had been at 146 GB free before, I would have expected it to rise to 182 GB. I can’t even begin to ex-
plain why it rose by only 21 GB. 

Grasping at straws, I decided to restart, just in case that somehow helped the filesystem come to a better conclusion about the amount of free 
space. Unfortunately, after my Mac came back up (with 
the same apps running), the free space number had 
dropped to 159 GB. Inexplicable! 

     Unless things have changed significantly in Ventu-
ra—my M1 MacBook Air isn’t a good testbed for this 
scenario—I no longer believe it’s possible to audit the 
free space on a Mac or to explain precisely how much 
space should be freed up by a particular action. Call it 
the APFS Uncertainty Principle (in which APFS ex-
pands to Absolutely Perplexing Fluctuating Space). 
Therefore, my advice is: 
• Unless you’re simply curious, don’t waste time and 

mental energy trying to determine why deleting files 
or snapshots doesn’t free up the amount of space you 
think it should. macOS has become more complex 
than in past years, and the numbers no longer add up. 

• More so than ever before, do not let your boot drive get low on free space. You may be prevented from working until you jump through space-
clearing hoops that might be time-consuming and inconvenient. 

• When buying a new Mac, choose an SSD with sufficient headroom for your data to grow. For instance, if you’re pushing the limits of a 512 GB 
SSD, get the 1 TB SSD on your next Mac, even if doubling your storage seems like overkill. Data never shrinks. (Besides, the smallest SSDs may 
be half the speed of larger ones due to using a single NAND chip instead of two NAND chips.) 
Have you had to go to great lengths to free up space on your Mac? Let us know in the comments what you tried and how it worked. 

https://www.macworld.com/article/1483183/ssd-speeds-m2-macbook-pro-mac-mini.html
https://www.macworld.com/article/1483183/ssd-speeds-m2-macbook-pro-mac-mini.html
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Site-Specific Browser Examples from TidBITS Sponsor Coherence X 
by ADAM ENGST 

We’ve picked up a new TidBITS sponsor for the next few issues: BZG, makers of the site-specific browser app Coherence X. A site-specific 
browser (SSB) lets you effectively turn any website into a stand-
alone app that appears in your Dock and works almost like a 
native Mac app. (BZG also makes Unite, another site-specific 
browser app that relies on WebKit instead of the Chromium 
engine underneath Coherence X, and Aerate, a lossless image 
compression utility.) 

I’ve relied on Coherence X for the past few years because it 
offers the best combination of features for my heavy use of 
Google Docs (see “The Best Mac Site-Specific Browser for 
Google Docs,” 18 June 2021). 

My use of Coherence X beyond Google Docs is largely limited 
to another SSB that brings together tabs for iStock Photo, Un-
splash, Pexels, and other sites I use to find royalty-free images for 
my TidBITS Content Network articles. I’ve tried to turn a few 
other sites into site-specific browsers—including TidBITS and 
TidBITS Talk—but they haven’t stuck. 

Upon reflection, SSBs work best for me if the site has a single 
unified function—just like an app. In fact, immediately after 
typing those words, I made a tabbed SSB for Mastodon’s Web 
client (a tabbed SSB ensures that I can follow links within the 
app). If it looks a lot like Brave, that’s the point. 

However, when my activity is more gen-
eral—I do many different things on my 
various TidBITS sites—I haven’t been able 
to break free from the default browser 
mindset, even though I’d like to. Every day, 
I end up with a silly number of tabs open to 
TidBITS articles, TidBITS Talk posts, 
WordPress admin pages, and more, and 
they clutter up my browser terribly. 

Once I made the acquaintance of BZG’s 
Binyamin Goldman, I asked him if he had 
any case studies from his users that might 
help me—and perhaps you—glean inspira-
tion from how others use site-specific 
browsers. He did, and I’d like to share ideas 
I’ve distilled from them about how you 
might improve your productivity by turn-
ing a website into an app with Coherence X 
or another site-specific browser. 

Encapsulating Web Apps 
Unsurprisingly, the most common case 

studies revolved around encapsulating a 
highly focused website into an SSB that acts 
like a native app. David Landes is an enthu-

The Internet

https://www.bzgapps.com/tidbits
https://www.bzgapps.com/unite
https://www.bzgapps.com/aerate
https://tidbits.com/2021/06/18/the-best-mac-site-specific-browser-for-google-docs/
https://tidbits.com/2021/06/18/the-best-mac-site-specific-browser-for-google-docs/
https://tcn.tidbits.com/apple-pros/
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siastic Coherence X user who regularly works with SSBs, and he provided these examples: 
• He relies on the free Wave accounting package and appreciates how turning it into an app lets him focus on financial work without being distract-

ed by other tabs. 
• Breaking Netflix out into a standalone app “just feels right,” David said, and although he has another SSB for YouTube, he doesn’t use it as much. 

I wonder if that’s because YouTube is something you’re more likely to use opportunistically (“look, a cat video!”), rather than intentionally (“time to 
watch The Crown”). 

• Since the start of the pandemic, David’s company has used the Whova event management platform for online and in-person conferences. The 
administration interface is Web-based, and he finds having it in an SSB makes for a smoother experience than letting it get mixed up with the rest 
of his browser tabs. 

• For online training, he uses a white-label version of the cloud-based TalentLMS and prefers keeping it separate from his main browser. He goes so 
far as to create a separate SSB for each training to keep them distinct. 
David said the big win of creating an SSB is that he can interact with it as though it were a native app. In particular, switching between apps via the 

Dock and Command-Tab is more natural than hunting through browser tabs. He also tracks his time using the Mac app Timing, which automati-
cally records how long he uses each app. By creating multiple apps for the different trainings he delivers, he can more easily associate his activity with 
particular clients and projects. 

Manage Multiple Accounts 
Another common thread I encountered among the case studies was using Coherence X to create multiple SSBs for the same site, each logged into 

a different account. Using separate Web browsers to log into different accounts is surprisingly useful and powerful. (The alternative of using private-
browsing windows is much more limited and hard to manage.) 

For instance, a coach friend was having a hard time juggling separate MileSplit accounts, one for his school cross-country team and another for his 
club running team. The problem was exacerbated by the requirement that he use a Chromebook for his school-related work. This left him under the 
impression he could have only one browser at a time. (It’s possible to install a Linux or Android browser in ChromeOS, but far from obvious.) He 
was ecstatic once I pointed out that, on his Mac, he could log into one account in Safari and another in Chrome—he immediately did that for both 
MileSplit and Gmail, where he was most familiar with the Web interface. 

Using Coherence X for multiple logins is a little geekier but more, well, coherent, because you can name each SSB appropriately. For instance, 
Haniel Massoud trains people on an Internet-based real-estate package. He uses one Coherence SSB that’s logged into his account and another that’s 
logged into the client’s account. That way, when he’s teaching a real-estate agent how to use the system, he can use his fully configured account as a 
reference while teaching from the agent’s account. 

Similarly, Russel Stolins of the Institute of American Indian Arts creates multiple Coherence SSBs for the Canvas learning management system 
used by the campus. Most of what he does is in a Production SSB, but he and his team also use a Test SSB to check new configurations and proce-
dures. 

Online Gaming 
I’m not enough of a gamer to have thought of this last use case. 

Some people create SSBs for online games so they can focus on the 
game without mixing it with work or other projects. In a case of 
playing your own dog food, Daniel Murray develops browser-
based games like Ozwomp Online and then plays them in stand-
alone apps using Coherence X SSBs. 

I don’t have a sense of how common it is for TidBITS readers to 
play online games, but if there’s one you enjoy and find that it feels 
wrong to mix it in with all your other browser bookmarks and tabs, 
give an SSB a try. 

https://www.waveapps.com/
https://www.netflix.com/
https://www.youtube.com/
https://whova.com/
https://www.talentlms.com/
https://timingapp.com/
https://www.milesplit.com/
https://www.howtogeek.com/777839/can-you-use-other-browsers-on-a-chromebook/
https://iaia.edu/
https://www.instructure.com/canvas
https://loom.cafe/
https://ozwomp.online/
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How a Thief with Your iPhone Passcode Can Ruin Your Digital Life 
by ADAM ENGST 

Joanna Stern and Nicole Nguyen of the Wall Street Journal have published an article (paywalled) and accompanying video that describes a trou-
bling spate of attacks reported by individuals and police departments aimed at iPhone users that may involve hundreds to thousands of victims per 
year in the United States. 

Watch the video, but in short, a ne’er-do-well gets someone in a bar to enter their iPhone passcode while they surreptitiously observe (or a partner 
does it for them). Then the thief steals the iPhone and dashes off. Within minutes, the thief has used the passcode to gain access to the iPhone and 
change the Apple ID password, which enables them to disable Find My, make purchases using Apple Pay, gain access to passwords stored in iCloud 
Keychain, and scan through Photos for pictures of documents that contain a Social Security number or other details that could be used for identify 
theft. After that, they may transfer money from bank accounts, apply for an Apple Card, and more, all while the user is completely locked out of 
their account. 

And yes, they’ll wipe and resell the iPhone too. Almost no crimes like this have been reported by Android users, with a police officer speculating 
that it was because the resale value of Android phones is lower. In the video, Joanna Stern said a thief with the passcode to an Android phone could 
perform similar feats of identity and financial theft. 

The Wall Street Journal article details three kinds of attacks, only one of which is clearly avoidable. The one that’s heavily emphasized in the article I 
describe above. But Stern and Nguyen also spoke to victims who were drugged—a sadly common problem—and interviewed others who were 
subjected to violence to reveal their code. In no case have the victims done anything wrong, and anyone who frequents bars or similar venues in ur-
ban areas should beware. 

Given the high profile of the Wall Street Journal coverage, I fully expect Apple to address this vulnerability in iOS 17, if not before. The obvious 
solution is to require the user to enter the current Apple ID password before allowing it to be changed in Settings > Your Name > Password & Securi-
ty > Change Password. That won’t block access to iCloud Keychain, but at least it would let the user wipe the iPhone. 

Apple probably hasn’t prompted for the current Apple ID password in the past because the passcode is considered a secure second factor—you 
have the iPhone, and you know the passcode. In contrast, when you log in to the Apple ID site to manage your account, you must provide your 
current password, go through two-factor authentication, 
and enter the current password again to change it. It seems 
like an easy change to make, at least until Apple has had a 
chance to think through other options. 

The closest we have to an additional password step is a 
Screen Time passcode. If you enable Screen Time, set a 
separate four-digit Screen Time passcode, turn on Content 
& Privacy Restrictions, and select Account Changes > 
Don’t Allow, no one can change your Apple ID password 
without that passcode. Unfortunately, it prevents you from 
even entering Settings > Your Name without first going to 
Settings > Screen Time > Content & Privacy Restrictions > 
Account Changes > #### > Allow. Most people wouldn’t 
put up with such a speed bump. 

Another flaw that Stern and Nguyen note is that Apple’s 
new hardware security key option, if enabled, doesn’t al-
ways prompt for the hardware key when making changes if 
the user has the device passcode (see “Apple Releases iOS 
16.3, iPadOS 16.3, and macOS 13.2 Ventura with 
Hardware Security Key Support,” 23 January 2023). The 
security key protection can be entirely removed, too, with-
out having one of the hardware keys. Apple should re-eval-
uate how this high-security option—albeit one only a sub-
set of users will employ—lives up to its promises. 

Computer & iPhone Security

https://www.wsj.com/articles/apple-iphone-security-theft-passcode-data-privacya-basic-iphone-feature-helps-criminals-steal-your-digital-life-cbf14b1a
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QUYODQB_2wQ
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2022/06/27/metro/fears-drugged-drinks-boston-bars-are-widespread-growing/
https://appleid.apple.com/account/manage
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT201304
https://tidbits.com/2023/01/23/apple-releases-ios-16-3-ipados-16-3-and-macos-13-2-ventura-with-hardware-security-key-support/
https://tidbits.com/2023/01/23/apple-releases-ios-16-3-ipados-16-3-and-macos-13-2-ventura-with-hardware-security-key-support/
https://tidbits.com/2023/01/23/apple-releases-ios-16-3-ipados-16-3-and-macos-13-2-ventura-with-hardware-security-key-support/
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How to Protect Yourself 
You might think you would never be the victim of a watch-snatch-and-grab theft, being drugged at a bar or on a date, or a violent crime. But the 

theft of a passcode can happen in other circumstances. And it has such severe consequences, as the Wall Street Journal reporters noted, that even if 
you’re not a barfly or live in an area with a high incidence of violent property theft, I think everyone should take stock of these ways to deter malicious 
use of their passcode: 
• Pay attention to your iPhone’s physical security in public. These attacks require both your passcode and physical possession of your iPhone. 

Many of us have become blasé about exposing our iPhones in public because we use them constantly and because everyone else has smartphones 
as well. Apple has also done a great job with the message that an iPhone is useless to a thief due to a passcode protecting its contents and Activation 
Lock ensuring it can’t be resold intact—this probably makes us less concerned about its security even if there’s a hassle and expense in replacing it. 
There’s no good way to prevent a thief from grabbing the iPhone from your hand when you’re using it, but if you can keep it in a pocket or purse 
when it’s not in use, rather than holding it or leaving it on the table in front of you, that reduces the chance that a thief will target you. 

• Always use Face ID or Touch ID in public. The key to these attacks is acquiring the user’s passcode; the easy way to do that is to observe or 
record you entering it. If you rely entirely on Face ID or Touch ID, particularly when in public, no one can steal your passcode without you know-
ing. (Police believe those who are drugged while drinking have their faces or fingers used, but that doesn’t reveal their passcodes.) If you have been 
avoiding Face ID or Touch ID based on some misguided belief about the security of your biometric information, I implore you to use it. Your 
fingerprint or facial information is stored solely on the device in the Secure Enclave, which is much more secure than passcode entry in nearly all 
circumstances. If you are one of the few people for whom Face ID or Touch ID works poorly, conceal your passcode from anyone who might be 
watching, just as you would when entering your PIN at an 
ATM. 

• Consider a stronger passcode: By default, iPhone passcodes are 
six digits. You can downgrade to four digits, which is a bad idea, 
but you can also upgrade to a longer alphanumeric passcode. In 
the video, Joanna Stern recommends that, and it might make it 
harder for someone to observe surreptitiously, but I’m uncon-
vinced the increased security would be worth the added effort. 
Someone could still record you entering your alphanumeric pass-
code, and the longer and harder it is to enter, the more time it 
will take and the more focused you will be on typing it correctly, 
making you less aware of your surroundings. (Interestingly, if you 
set an alphanumeric passcode with just digits, you still get a nu-
meric keypad to enter it, whereas if you add non-numeric char-
acters, you have to use the full keyboard.) Still, I can’t recommend 
most people go beyond a standard six-digit passcode. Just make 
sure it’s not something trivially easy to observe or guess, like 
111111 or 123456. 

• Never share your passcode beyond trusted family members. If 
you wouldn’t give someone complete access to your bank ac-
count, don’t give them your passcode. If extreme circumstances 
require you to trust a person outside that circle temporarily, 

change the passcode to something simple they’ll remember—even 
123456—and change it back as soon as they return your iPhone. 
• Use a third-party password manager instead of iCloud Key-

chain. It pains me to recommend this option because Apple 
keeps improving the interface to iCloud Keychain with Settings 
> Passwords and System Settings/Preferences > Passwords. But 
until the operating systems protect access to iCloud Keychain 
passwords with more than the passcode, relying on iCloud Key-
chain is just not safe enough. In contrast, third-party password 
managers secure your passwords with a separate password. Even 
if they support and you enable biometric unlocking, the fallback 
is the password manager’s account password, not the device 
passcode. 

https://support.apple.com/guide/security/face-id-and-touch-id-security-sec067eb0c9e/1/web/1
https://support.apple.com/guide/security/secure-enclave-sec59b0b31ff/1/web/1
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• Delete photos containing SSNs or other identification numbers. It’s common to take a photo of your Social Security card, driver’s license, or 

passport as a backup, just in case you lose the real thing. That’s not a bad idea, but storing such images in Photos leaves them vulnerable to these 
attacks. Instead, store them in your password manager. Search in Photos on SSN, TIN, EIN, driver’s license, and passport, along with your actual 
Social Security and other identification numbers. Also search on Visa, MasterCard, Discover, American Express, and the names of any other cred-
it cards you might have photographed as a backup. (Searching for text in Photos works in macOS 13 Ventura and iOS 16. For older operating 
system versions, try Photos Search; see “Work with Text in Images with TextSniper and Photos Search,” 23 August 2021.) 

My Response 
I’m putting my time where my mouth is. Even though I’m at a very low risk for these attacks, which primarily target bar-goers in large cities and 

people in areas with frequent street crime, I’ve taken steps to reduce my exposure. 
First, I already rely on Face ID whenever possible, and I’ll be even more aware of who’s watching while entering my passcode if Face ID fails and 

I’m forced to tap in my secret digits. I’m already slightly embarrassed to have my iPhone out when I’m in public when I’m not using it, and I’ll prob-
ably keep it in my pocket even more than I used to. 

Second, I decided to clear out all my iCloud Keychain-stored passwords. On my MacBook Air, I went to System Settings > Passwords, selected all 
of them, and pressed Delete. (You can also do this in Safari’s Passwords settings pane.) Because I have never seriously used iCloud Keychain, this was 
no hardship—everything in there was essentially random. Until recently, I used LastPass, but after LastPass’s breach, I switched to 1Password and 
imported all my LastPass passwords (see “LastPass Shares Details of Security Breach,” 24 December 2022). I had a lot of passwords already stored 
in 1Password from various imports and tests over the years, plus the vaults I share with Tonya and Tristan. Whenever I use a password now, I take a 
few minutes to clean up duplicates and related cruft, like leftover autogenerated passwords. 

I realize those who rely on iCloud Keychain won’t be comfortable deleting their passwords, but I can say that I found it simple to switch to 1Pass-
word from LastPass, and 1Password offers instructions for exporting iCloud Keychain passwords and importing into 1Password. Do the ex-
port/import dance and live with 1Password—or whatever password manager you choose—for a week or two to make sure it’s working for you be-
fore deleting everything from iCloud Keychain. If you decide to return to iCloud Keychain in the future, that’s possible too. 

Third, I visually browsed and used text searches in my Photos library for identification cards and the like, exporting a few for import into 1Pass-
word and deleting everything afterward. (Remember that Photos stores deleted images in the Recently Deleted album for about 30 days before 
deleting them permanently. To remove them immediately, select the photos in that album and hit Delete.) I found my driver’s license, passport, cred-
it cards, insurance cards, and other cards from my wallet. Make sure to click See All after performing a Photos search if there are more than a handful 
of results. I even searched on card and scrolled through 500-odd photos to find a few that escaped other searches. (Who knew I took so many photos 
containing cardboard?) 

I briefly considered moving those sensitive images to the Hidden album in Photos and using the new iOS 16/Ventura option to protect that al-
bum with Face ID or Touch ID. Unfortunately, when I tested multiple Face ID failures on my iPhone, I was eventually prompted for my passcode, 
which revealed the Hidden album. It’s another example of how the passcode is the key to your kingdom. 

While the chance of any given person falling prey to this sort of attack is vanishingly small, and I’m not actually worried for myself, the Wall Street 
Journal reporting led me to think about and clean up my broader security assumptions and behavior. I appreciated the nudge, and I’d encourage you 
to reflect on your security situation as well. 

ExtraBITS 
Center Cam Solves Webcam Eye Contact Problem — Center Cam puts a tiny webcam on a thin gooseneck stalk such that you can position it 
right over another pe 

How To Use ChatGPT To Help You Write — Here are 10 ways you can use ChatGPT while writing stories. If used properly, ChatGPT can help 
you with ideas, information, style and more 

Reuse governed by Creative Commons license. TidBITS has offered years of thoughtful commentary on Apple and Internet topics. For free 
email subscriptions and access to the entire TidBITS archive, visit www.tidbits.com. 

https://photos-search.com/index.html
https://tidbits.com/2021/08/23/work-with-text-in-images-with-textsniper-and-photos-search/
https://tidbits.com/2022/12/24/lastpass-shares-details-of-connected-security-breaches/
https://support.1password.com/import-safari/
https://simonbs.dev/posts/moving-from-1password-to-icloud-keychain/
https://tidbits.com/2023/02/22/center-cam-solves-webcam-eye-contact-problem/
https://macmost.com/how-to-use-chatgpt-to-help-you-write.html?awt_a=2P.a&awt_l=7Yli6&awt_m=JaVK7EICih8I.a&nlclx
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Reviews
AliveColors 6 

by L. Davenport  

AliveColors is a photo editing program that also has a full set of painting and drawing tools. It provides tools for retouching, drawing, vector 
graphics, photo enhancement adjustments, and a gallery of filters. AliveColors supports multi-monitor systems and lets you work with multiple im-
ages and at the same time switching between them as needed. It has been designed to support the needs and user levels from the beginner to the pro 
user. 

AliveColors comes in three versions: a limited Free version, a Home version (that has most, but not all of the tools and effects), and the Pro version 
that has full functionality. You can buy a Perpetual (lifetime) license or a subscription license. FYI: This review will be based on the Pro version. 

The new AliveColors 6 version is now available. It provides a number of changes and improvements that make working in the program even more 
comfortable and productive, as well as bugs fixes and increased stability. Please go to the AliveColors: News and Update web page for a more in-
depth listing of the changes. 

AliveColors 6’s New Features: 
• Photo Filter Adjustment: The new Photo Filter adjustment simulates the effect of colored glass filters on a camera lens and allows you to change 

the color balance of a photograph. This lets you enhance the colors in your images. 
• Photo Filters: The Photo Filter adjustment simulates the effect of colored glass filters on a camera lens and allows you to adjust the color tone and 

temperature of a photograph. 
• Gradient Map: The Gradient Map adjustment opens creative coloring features. It allows you to map different colors to different tones using the 

gradient with shadows and highlights. It is available in two variants: Solid and Noise; accessible in both adjustments and adjustment layers lists. 
This lets you add beautiful coloring to your photos and achieve realistic tones. 

• Glowing Edges Effect: The new Glowing Edges filter is a creative stylization effect that adds a neon glow to edges in an image, filling the rest of the 
areas with black (Figure 6). This makes the edges glow on your photo. 

• Deformation Tools: The 
new deformation tools 
allow you to retouch 
portrait shots, edit facial 
features, reshape face or 
body (Figure 5), or create 
caricatures and various 
striking effects. These 
tools are great alternatives 
to the popular Liquify 
filter found in a some 
other art programs. Now 
you have them in Alive-
Colors: Forward Warp, 
Push, Bloat, Pucker, 
Twirl, and Reconstruct. 
The new brushes can be 
used even in the Free 
version of the program. 

• Clipping Mask: The new 
version of AliveColors 
allows you to create clip-
ping masks. This lets you 
use the contents of one 

Figure 1. This is AliveColors workspace. There are tools that line the edges of the window - many of which 
should be familiar to digital artists. 

https://alivecolors.com/en/news.php
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layer or group of layers as a mask for the layers above. This is one of the most useful features which helps you to show and hide different parts of a 
layer and fit images into shapes, combine texts and graphics, etc. It can create unique designs and perform photo editing tasks! 

• Linux Version: AliveColors 6.0 is fully compatible with Linux operating system! Now Linux users can enjoy features of the graphics editor in full 
mode, without Wine emulation. 

Additional Improvements 
• The built-in MakeUp and SmartMask plugins have been updated. The interface of the plugins has been changed into one style with the graphics 

editor. 
• Improved support for WebP format. 
• Changed loading files by dragging them into the program window. If you drag a file to a tab with an opened image, it will be added there as a new 

layer. When dragging it to any other place in the program workspace, it will open in a new tab as a separate document. 
• Added commands for copying, pasting, deleting layer effects. 
• Added check for color space support to adjustment layers. 
• Changed operation of the sliders in adjustments and filters. Now the calculation starts when there is a pause while dragging or when the mouse 

button is released. 
• Added check for blocking movement of text layers. 
• Changed the check for clicking the characters of the text layer. 
• Changed selection of layers with a mouse for the shape and text tools, as well as for the Move tool. 
• Added some interface improvements. 

Here is a more in-depth look at some of AliveColor’s features and tools 

Panels 
Along the right side of the AliveColors window are the familiar: Layers, History, Navigator, Color, Actions, Channels, panels/tabs. 

Figure 2. When you reopen AliveColors, a list of the recently opened documents appears. These can be 
viewed either as thumbnails or as a text list. At the very bottom of the window is the (horizontally scrol-
lable) “Learn Panel” where you can find links to video tutorials for AliveColors. Both of these options can 
be turned off if you want a cleaner/uncluttered look for your AliveColors window.
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Tools 
Along the left side of the Image 

window are many of the typical edit-
ing tools. Here are a few of Alive-
Colors’ other tools: 

Chameleon Brush: This is similar 
to the Clone Stamp, but instead of 
making an exact replica of the area 
that is cloned from, this preserves the 
characteristics of the underlying im-
age that you are cloning to/over.  

In a test, I picked an area from the middle of a pink and white Dahlia and then cloned from the green grassy area next to the flower. The flower 
turned to shades of green - matching the grass’ colors. 

FX Brushes: These are drawing and painting tools for creating amazing effects. The included brushes are: Fluffy, Hair, Bristle, Thread, Veil, 
Smoke, FX Sparkle, and Energy brush. 

Artistic Brushes: The Artistic brushes and filters allow you to stylize photos and create images from scratch. Here is a short explanation of each 
Artistic Brush: 

• Oil Brush: This brush was designed to imitate painting with an oil brush by painting strokes with a relief. The density of the stroke varies across 
the entire line. 

• Roller: This brush leaves flat, porous strokes and the paint's density varies along the line's length. 
• Felt-tip Marker: This brush leaves constantly flowing paint and it draws smooth, elegant, translucent lines. 
• Chalk: The Chalk brush draws soft textured lines with porous edges. 
• Artistic Pencil: This brush draws flat smooth lines with sharp boundaries. 
• Artistic Spray: This brush simulates spray painting on an image. It applies paint in raised drops scattered along the stroke. 
• Artistic Smudge: This tool is designed for mixing different colors on artistic layers and changing the relief of painted strokes. 

Gradient fills:  
I really like that the Gradient tool not only lets you specify the start and finish colors, but you can also add additional colors (points) to the gradi-

ent. So you can make a slow transition between two colors or make a multicolored gradient resembling a rainbow. The Gradient’s colors can be set 
manually or you can choose from a wide variety of preset gradients. Your choices are: Linear, Radial, Angular, Reflected, and Diamond gradient fills. 

Effects 
AliveColors comes with a wide variety of Effects which 

are fully modifiable, plus you can see a real-time preview of 
the results before applying them.   
• Glitch art effect: This adds digital noise and distortions to 

your photos or images making it look like your image 
has been ruined. Glitches like these usually appear due to 
errors in the reproduction of digital recordings, technical 
failures, or physical damage of a device.  

• Brush Strokes: This effect lets you add strokes, grain, and 
texture to an image. The effect is divided into four 
Effects: 
• Accented Edges: This effect emphasizes edges in an 

image with darker or lighter strokes. 
• Spray: This simulates paint spraying along the speci-

fied direction. 
• Splatter: The Splatter effect (Figure 4) modifies the 

look of your photo using splatters, splashes, and blots 
of paint. The parameter settings let you specify the 
size, smoothing, and distribution of the spots. 

• Glowing Edges: The Glowing Edge effect defines 

Figure 4. The Splatter effect modifies the look of your photo using splatters, 
splashes, and blots of paint. This makes it look like you are looking through a 
rainy windshield.

Figure 3. The Channel Mixer lets you change the image’s color tones, saturation, con-
trast, lightness, etc. using the Red, Green and Blue channels. 



16
edges in an image and adds a neon glow to 
them (filling the rest of the areas with black). 

• High Pass: This effect reveals details along the 
edges, improving the contrast, and making the 
image sharper. 

• Noise: The Noise effect lets you add or remove 
graininess in your image. 

• Shadows & Highlights: The Shadow & High-
light effect reveals details in bright and dark areas 
of an image and reduces contrast. 

• Sharpen: The Sharpen effect lets you increase the 
sharpness and enhance the image detail. 

• Glamour: The Glamour effect helps you process 
your portrait photos. It allows you to brighten 
and even the skin tone, get rid of wrinkles, and 
conceal minor flaws. 

• Two Keys: The Two Keys effect lets you use two 
key colors to change the color tints, replace col-
ors, adjust contrast and brightness. 

• Page Curl: The Page Curl effect creates a page 
curl on  corner of an image. 

• Drop Shadow: The Drop Shadow effect adds a 
perspective shadow to the selected area. You can 
also set the angle, blur, transparency and color 
of the shadow. 

• Blur: You can use the Blur menu commands to 
blur the entire image or just a selected area, 
reduce its sharpness, reduce the amount of 
noise, as well as create a variety of effects. 

• Distortion: The Distortion effects are used for 
creating distortions of the selected layer or area, 
using these effects: Displace, Extrude, Pinch, 
Polar Coordinates, Ripple, Twirl. 

• Channel Mixer: This effect lets you change the 
image’s color tones, saturation, contrast, light-
ness using the: Red, Green and Blue channels. 

• Pixelate: The Pixelate effects merge neighboring 
pixels in the image into small monochrome 
cells (similar to the pixelation used to hide 
someone’s identity in a photo or video). Mosaic 
groups the neighboring pixels into square 
blocks and Crystalize changes them into poly-
gon shapes. 

Blend Modes 
Blend modes let you mix the color and brightness of different image layers (Figure 8). AliveColors now has 27 blend modes. The latest additions 

are: Hue, Saturation, Color, and Luminosity. These have been added to the original: Darken/Lighten modes, Multiply, Color Burn, Screen, Color & 
Linear Doge, Contrast, Hard/Soft/Vivid/Lniear/Pin lights, etc.  

Actions 
The Actions feature is like a script where you tell AiveColors to do several steps in just one click. Actions are a timesaver if you are constantly doing 

the same adjustments to your photos. On top of this, you can select a folder with multiple images and use the Batch Processing feature to run the 
same Action on all of the images at once. 

Figure 5. This example shows how to improve a portrait changing a person's face or 
body using the AliveColors’ Deformation Tool. This made her look a goo 15 pounds 

Figure 6. The Glowing Edges effect defines edges in an image and adds a neon glow to 
them, filling the rest of the areas with black.
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Built-in Plug-ins 
Quite a few Akvis plug-ins (that can be 

bought separately) are included in the Alive-
Colors Home and Pro versions. The number 
of available plugins and their functionality 
depend on the license type. I will include 
brief descriptions of each plug-in. I will also 
add web links to the plug-in names so you 
can read their full descriptions from the Akvis 
web site. 

Akvis AliveColors Home license includes 
these plugins: 

• AirBrush: This transform your photos 
into works of airbrushed art. 

• Enhancer: This offers a fast method to fix 
a dark picture, improve detail on an image, 
increase contrast and brightness, and adjust 
tones. 

• HDRFactory: You can use the HDRFac-
tory plug-in to create High Dynamic 
Range images from single or multiple pho-
tos. The included Ghost Removal tool 
helps you remove so-called ghosts (double 
images) that sometimes appear when creat-
ing an HDR image. There are additional Effects tools that you can use to change the coloring of the photo plus add white or black Vignettes to 
the photo’s outer edges. 

• MakeUp: Have you noticed that models or actresses in magazine photographs seem to look a lot better in print versus seeing them in person? 
This is usually attributed to airbrush touch up done on their photos before printing them. The average person can now do the same thing with 
his/her photographs using the MakeUp plug-in. Gone are the wrinkles, acne, pock-marks etc. after only a few minutes of tweaking. 

• NatureArt: In a perfect world you would be able to get that “perfect” shot/photo every time. But this isn’t a perfect world, so sometimes your pho-
to needs a little tweaking to get the look that you want. You can insert a rainy sky with lightning bolts, a burning field, or fire for your camp fire 
pit. Other included nature effects: Night Sky, Sun, Rain, Snow, various Cloud shapes, Rainbows,Water, and Ice. 

• Neon: This lets you create amazing glowing line effects. The software transforms a photo into a neon image that looks like it was drawn with lu-
minescent ink. 

• Noise Buster: This is a Digital Noise Reduction plug-in that reduces noise and grain in your images. 
• Points: This helps you transform your photos into paintings using the technique called pointillism. Pointillism is characterized by applying a mul-

titude of colored dots to the canvas. A complex hue is decomposed into individual colors, which are displayed on the canvas as small dabs of paint 
of pure color. The optical mixing of these dots gives us the visual perception of an entire painting. 

• SmartMask: Have you ever tried to remove a person/animal/item from one photo so that you can superimpose it over another photo - to make it 
look like you were someplace that you never were, or to create a collage? What a pain! Trying to select all of those uneven edges. Well that’s where 

Figure 7. Using adjustment layers and the (included) NatureArt plugin in Alive-
Colors you can change the weather in an image to give the photo a gloomy and 
rainy mood.

Figure 8. The Blend modes let you mix the color and brightness of image layers.

https://akvis.com/en/airbrush/index.php
https://akvis.com/en/enhancer/index.php
https://akvis.com/en/hdrfactory/index.php
https://akvis.com/en/makeup/index.php
https://akvis.com/en/natureart/index.php
https://akvis.com/en/neon/index.php
https://akvis.com/en/noise-buster/index.php
https://akvis.com/en/points/index.php
https://akvis.com/en/smartmask/index.php
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the SmartMask plug-in becomes an invaluable tool. It simplifies the selection 
and masking process for both simple or complex images. 

Akvis AliveColors Pro license:  
In addition to the plug-ins previously mentioned, the following plug-in and/or 

the extra options are added to the Pro version: 
• LightShop: LightShop includes glow elements for creating stars and light ef-

fects. You can move and change each element of the effect as well as the entire 
effect, adjust the blending mode, and the effect area. 

• AirBrush (+ Original Colors mode, Post-Processing Tools) 
• Enhancer (+ Prepress Processing) 
• HDRFactory (+ Local Correction) 
• MakeUp (+ Mask Editing Tools) 
• NatureArt (+ effects: Lightning, Frost, Aurora, History Brush tool) 
• Neon (+ Colorize option, Deformation, Post-Processing Tools) 
• Noise Buster (+ Remove Moiré) 
• Points (+ Post-Processing Tools) 
• SmartMask: (+Chroma Key: The Chroma Key mode allows you to quickly and 

accurately remove a monochrome background so you can combine multiple 
images into a single composition. +Refine Edges: The Refine Edges feature is 
helpful for quickly editing the edges of selections or cutout objects. It is very 
helpful for edges with fur or hair strands.) 

Compatibility 
AliveColors has its own Akvis file format which works just fine. But for those 

who need it, AliveColors also supports the following file formats: 
• Import formats: AliveColors can import over 27 file formats including many 

camera formats. The most common are: TIFF, BMP, JPEG, PNG, PSD, SVG, 
AKVIS, RAW, (some of the camera RAW formats: Canon, Panasonic, Olympus, Nikon, Sony, & Fujifilm). 

• Export formats: Documents can also be saved/exported as: Akvis file format, PNG, JPG, TIFF, HDR (High Dynamic Range image), BMP, 
SVG, ODI, Webp, Akvis, and Photoshop’s PSD formats. 

Graphics Tablet Support 
You can use a Graphics Tablet for creating or editing your images. This lets you dynamically change the appearance of your strokes based on how 

much pressure you apply to your stylus when drawing as well as how you tilt and rotate your stylus. You can also use a stylus to perform mouse func-
tions such as tool selection, color selection, and parameter changes. 

The Skinny 
Evaluation: AliveColors is full of editing tools which artists will find very useful. The inclusion of may of Akvis’ plug-ins (that could be bought sepa-
rately) really increase the functionality of AliveColors. 

If you are in the market for getting a graphics/photo editor I suggest that you take AliveColors’ trial copy for a test run to see if all of the features that 
you need are included in the program. 
System Requirements:  

Minimum: macOS 10.12 Intel, 8 Gb RAM 
Recommended: macOS 10.12-13.0 (M1/Intel), 16 Gb RAM 

Company: Akvis 
Prices: A free version is available (with limited functionality) 

AliveColors Home: $55 (this is a lifetime license; with full functionality; it is only for non-commercial use) 
AliveColors Pro: $160 (this is a lifetime license with full functionality; it is for business and commercial purposes) 

There is a comparison chart on the AliveColors web site that you can use to decided which version best suits your needs. 
BTW: If you bought all 10 of the built-in plugins separately, they would cost around $494! So you can see that buying the AliveColors Pro version 
(that includes all 10 plug-ins) at $160 is quite a savings. 
Available 10 day trial   

Figure 9. AliveColors helps you unleash your cre-
ative ideas like making this Polaroid Photo Col-
lage.

https://akvis.com/en/lightshop/index.php
https://alivecolors.com/en/index.php
https://alivecolors.com/en/compare.php
https://alivecolors.com/en/download.php
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TechTool Pro 17 
by L. Davenport 

TechTool Pro is a full featured diagnostic and repair utility that can check your software, hardware, and peripherals for problems. If TechTool Pro 
finds problems with your Mac, it will let you know and will provide straightforward advice on how to proceed. If the problems are of a type that may 
be repairable, then TechTool Pro will offer you the option to attempt repairs. 

TechTool Pro has a number of automatic checks and routines that run in the background. These will forewarn you of impending problems and 
will increase the chances of successful data recovery and repair in the case of disaster. These automatic features are fully configurable by the user. 

TechTool Pro also includes a number of features that allow you to more effectively work with your computer and data. These include defragmen-
tation (not compatible with APFS drives) and optimization to enhance drive performance, data recovery routines to rescue data from damaged dri-
ves, and Wipe Data tool to securely delete sensitive information on HFS formatted drives. You can even set up an emergency boot partition which 
includes the TechTool Pro 
program for your pre Mon-
terey System drives. Then, if 
problems arise, you can boot 
from the emergency drive 
and use TechTool Pro to 
attempt data recovery and/ 
or repairs. 

The following will be a 
more in-depth look at these 
and other tools that come 
with TechTool Pro. 

User Interface  
Once you open TechTool 

Pro, it automatically runs 
several hardware tests and 
shows the results in a row of 
five diagnostic dials for your 
Mac’s USB, Cache, Proces-
sor, Network, and Thund-
erbolt speeds (look at the 
top Figure #1). The bottom 
part of the opening window 
displays the Computer 
Configuration (your com-
puter type and which hard 
drives and SSDs are attached) along with some of the tests that can be run listed along the left of the window. At the bottom of the opening window 
is a bar graph for each installed processor. This displays processor usage in real-time.  

At the top left corner of the TechTool Pro window are three buttons for Tests, Tools, and Reports. Let’s take a closer look at each of these three op-
tions: 

Test Category 
1. The “Check Computer” option will run a suite of tests on your computer and on attached drives and volumes. These tests check your files, 

hardware components, etc. If you are in a hurry and don’t want to run all of the tests, you can run individual tests. An explanation of each test is 
listed below (in list numbers 2 - 12). 

2. Memory test: RAM problems are quite prevalent and can cause a variety of crashes, program errors and even data loss.  The RAM is extremely 
susceptible to damage from static electricity, moisture in the air, overheating, and thermal fluctuations. So it is crucial that you perform tests to 
be sure it is working properly. As part of the RAM test, Micromat has included an SPD report that shows you an enormous amount of techni-
cal and other interesting information about your computer's memory 

Figure #1. This is TechTool Pro’s opening window which shows a row of five diagnostic dials across the top, the 
available “Test” on the left, and a graphic representation of your computer along with all of its attached hard 
drives on the right.
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3. Surface Scan: This test 

checks the surface of 
your hard drive(s) for 
bad blocks. This test 
will let you know the 
number of bad blocks 
that it encountered 
along with the names of 
any files that reside in 
an area that has a bad 
block. 

4. SMART Check: Tech-
Tool Pro will read the 
SMART parameters of 
NVMe (PCI-Express) 
and SATA hard drives. 
FYI: Drives that are 
SMART equipped are 
monitored for behavior 
which may cause a 
drive fail.  You are then 
alerted to the problem 
which in-turn gives you 
time to back up your 
important information 
before your drive fails. 

5. Partition Map: This will verify the health of the partition map and the Partition Repair tool will repair any errors found in the partition map. 
The Partition Map verification includes partition map layout, EFI System Partition, Core Storage Physical volume partitions, and provisioning 
of space for bot loaders. 

6. Volume Structures: TechTool Pro will scan for structure problems and then reports the name any file that is structured incorrectly. 
7. Video Memory: Your computer’s VRAM must be fully functional for graphics to be correctly displayed. Damaged VRAM can cause missing 

bits, screen noise, system lock ups, or freezes. This test will exercise the VRAM to try and locate any problems. 
8. Fan Test: Most computers have one or more fans that try to keep your Mac’s processors and hard drives cool. The Fans Test will modulate the 

speed of the fans (up and then back down) to be sure that your Mac can utilize its fan(s) to increase cooling if needed. BTW: You can actually 
hear the fans revving up and down during the test. 

9. Sensors Test: Macs have a number of sensors that are used to monitor temperatures, voltages, power, and currents of the motherboard and vari-
ous components that are on or attached to it. The Sensors Test gathers the reported values and compares them to a database of known mini-
mum and maximum values. 

10. Battery Test: All laptops and iOS Devices have batteries which can fail (trusted devices can be tested over WiFi as well as through a wired con-
nection). The Batteries Test will report the condition of your battery along with other important statistics. 

11. File Structures: This test checks a variety of file types for corruption. There is also an option to exclude items from testing. So, if there are files or 
folders you don’t want tested, it is simple to tell the test to skip those locations. If there is anything unusual, TechTool Pro lets you know which 
files may be corrupted. 

12. Network Interfaces: The Network Interfaces Test scans each active network adapter for connectivity and reports any problems that it finds. 

The Tools Category 
The previous tests were for diagnostic purposes. The next set of tools are for repair, data recovery, file & volume defragmentation, etc.: 

1. eDrive & Protogo: These will create small bootable Emergency Startup Disks which contain Techtool Pro along with several handy Apple 
utilities. — Note: Here is what Micromat has to say about eDrive & Protogo’s limitations: “All Macs Running Monterey, and Apple Silicon 
Macs running Big Sur will only start up using devices signed by the macOS installer. As a result, the eDrive and Protogo features are not avail-
able on these Macs. Protogo features are limited on Intel Macs running Big Sur.” 

Figure #2. TechTool Pro comes with a variety of tools that you can use for repair, data recovery, file & volume 
defragmentation. This screenshot currently shows the Volume Cloning tool.
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2. Volume Cloning: You can create exact duplicates of your volumes, thus backing up all of your data and applications. Cloning volumes can also 

be helpful if you are upgrading from a smaller size hard drive to a larger drive. You have the options of creating a duplicate of an entire disk, file 
syncing by adding only the changed files to a clone, or cloning to numerous disc image formats (Figure #2).

3. Partition Repair: This will repair partition map components such as the Map layout, EFI System partitions, Core Storage Physical Volume 
partitions, and provisioning of space for boot loaders. 

4. Volume Rebuild: Your Mac’s Volume Structures keep track of where your files and folders reside on your hard drive(s). If there is a problem 
with the volume structures, Volume Rebuild will attempt to build new volume structures from scratch.  

5. File Optimization: This tool displays the amount of file fragmentation and it will defragment the files on a volume. For full optimization, you 
are advised to perform the Volume Optimization after running the File Optimization. — See the note at the end of the next Volume Optimiza-
tion heading for some important limitations. 

6. Volume Optimization: This tool defragments your volume by grouping all of your files together at the beginning of your drive and all of the 
free space grouped at the end of your drive. — A note from Micromat: Defragmenting (Optimizing) is not supported for APFS volumes, and 
is not advised for any drive with a Solid State component. Solid state drives do not benefit from defragmentation, which only serves to wear out 
those drives sooner. Optimization for APFS rotational drives is not yet possible with the current amount of APFS documentation provided by 
Apple, which currently provides insufficient documentation for defragmenting a disk. 

7. Snapshot Recovery: Techtool Pro includes data recovery options for APFS volumes. Create longer lasting APFS snapshots that can be used to 
recover accidentally deleted files, even if a backup is unavailable. Create snapshots automatically using the new Snapshot Usage feature in Tech-
tool Protection, and mount and recover from your snapshots using the Snapshot Recovery tool.  

8. Data Recovery: These tools help you recover your data from corrupted drives or volumes that don't mount on the desktop to save the data to 
another location. — Note: Data Recovery may not recover data in all circumstances. 

9. Wipe Data: When you trash an item, only the directory location of that file or folder is deleted. The file is still on the hard drive, thus it is recov-
erable unless it has been overwritten by a new file. If you use the Wipe Data tool, these files can be overwritten 1, 3, 7, or 35 times to be sure it is 
securely deleted. — Note: Currently this works only on HFS formatted hard drives. 

10. Disk Speed: This tool measures the read and write performance of a selected volume on a storage device. 
11. Internet Speed: This tool checks the download and upload speeds of your active Internet connection. 
12. System Maintenance: This tool provides access to three system maintenance scripts and displays their last run time. FYI: these scripts are titled: 

Daily, Weekly, and Monthly. 
13. Cash Rebuild: The Cash Rebuild tool cleans and rebuilds selected cache files for maintenance or troubleshooting. 
14. Database Rebuild: The Database Rebuild tool rebuilds selected database for maintenance or troubleshooting. 
15. Home Permissions: This tool attempts to reset the permissions of the current user’s home directory. 
16. App Check: This checks applications for key attributes. 
17. Processor Check: This tool benchmarks your Mac’s processor performance using industry-standard benchmarking algorithms. 
18. Local Network: This will list the services and devices that are running on your local network. 
19. Video: This tool assists with monitor calibration and identification of dead pixels on LDC displays. 
20. Audio: This tool helps manipulate and monitor the audio signal. 

Techtool Monitor 
The Techtool Monitor operates in the background to monitor several of your Mac's critical functions. In particular, you can configure Monitor to 

save APFS Snapshots, monitor the free space on your hard drives, and to monitor the SMART routines of your hard drives. Monitor also watches 
out for battery problems and RAID errors. If problems are found, Monitor delivers onscreen and email alerts. Monitor's interface can be accessed 
through both system preferences and Techtool Pro itself. 

The Skinny 
Evaluation: I have used TechTool Pro for around 12 years and I have been satisfied with its performance. It has a nice selection of tools to help pre-

vent and hopefully repair problems with your computer. My only disappointment is that some of the features are not APFS compatible. Hopeful-
ly that will be corrected in the future. But the remaining tools still makes this a nice repair tool to have in your Utility Apps folder. 

Requires: Apple Silicon and Intel-based Macs, OS X 10.13 through macOS 13 ‘Ventura’.   
Company: Micromat  
Street Price:  TechTool Pro - $159.99, Annual price: $80 for the first year then $89.95 per year for subsequent years.  

https://www.micromat.com/products/techtool-pro/
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Photos Workbench Helps You Organize, Rate, and Compare Photos 
by JULIO OJEDA-ZAPATA  

Apple’s Photos app on the Mac has powerful features—but when it comes to organizing and managing a large library, its capabilities aren’t as flexi-
ble or efficient as some desire. 

For a bundled app aimed at average users, Photos is a highly functional photo management tool with impressive image-editing capabilities—and it 
can even edit video. As someone who uses Macs and Windows PCs equally, I am agog at how primitive Microsoft’s Photos app is, by comparison. 
Photos may not seem like one of Apple’s marquee apps, but it’s one reason to switch to a Mac. But that’s not to say that Photos has all the features—
particularly when it comes to organizational workflows—that you want. 

Photos Workbench, a new Mac app from longtime developer Houdah Software, is designed to complement Photos, adding features that help 
you organize, rate, and compare your photos in ways that are quicker and more efficient than performing those tasks in Photos itself. It works with 
the contents of your existing Photos library, with all changes immediately visible in Photos. 

Although it doesn’t edit photos, Photos Workbench offers tools for batch-retitling pictures,  editing titles, and assigning keywords and favorites—all 
of which Apple’s Photos does, but Photos Workbench does better. In addition, Photos Workbench has a star ratings tool, something Apple removed 
years ago. Unsurprisingly, given that Houdah Software makes the geotagging app HoudahGeo, you can also tinker with location data. Photos 
Workbench even provides a comparison mode for zeroing in on the best picture in a batch of similar images—finally, a fast way to see which of those 
five shots doesn’t have anyone blinking. 

At first glance, you might mistake 
Photos Workbench for Photos. A fa-
miliar photo grid sits front and center 
in the middle, and a left sidebar pro-
vides access to your library, recently 
added pictures, albums, smart albums, 
and shared albums. The selected pic-
ture’s info appears in a panel on the 
right, not unlike the little floating win-
dow that appears when you choose 
Window > Info in Photos. Sort and 
Filter pop-up menus let you control 
how images appear in the photo grid. 

As in Photos, you can organize your 
photo library by creating albums and 
dropping pictures into one or more of 
the albums. That’s good because it lets 
you do all your organization in Photos 
Workbench without switching back to 
Photos. And, of course, all your 
changes show up in Photos. 

The toolbar in Photos Workbench 
points to the app’s main capabilities, 
with buttons for Keywords, Locations, 
GPX Track, and Change Titles. You 
can view your photos in four modes, accessible by additional toolbar buttons: Grid, List, Single, and Compare. Alas, you cannot change the thumb-
nail or image size. 

Let’s dive in, following the button sequence in the toolbar. 

Keywords 
Keywords (which other programs might call tags) are metadata that you can assign to an image to describe its contents, the context surrounding it, 

or anything else related to the image. Keywords let you find all photos taken, for instance, at a “party,” all” indoor” shots; or all” indoor” “people” 

Photography

https://www.houdah.com/photosWorkbench/
https://www.houdah.com/houdahGeo/
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photos taken at a” party” in 
the “winter.” 

Photos incorporates a 
keyword manager for this 
purpose (choose Windows 
> Keyword Manager), but 
Photos Workbench’s key-
word tools are faster and 
more flexible. You can 
enter keywords by typing, 
clicking buttons, or hitting 
keyboard shortcuts. 

When you click Key-
words in the toolbar, a 
palette appears at the bot-
tom of the window. In it, a 
text field lets you assign or 
create keywords for the 
selected pictures (just keep 
typing, with commas sepa-
rating keywords, to access 
existing keywords or create 
new ones on the fly). The 
keywords appear as blue 
bubbles in the info column 
on the right side. 

Keyword categories—
collections of related key-
words—also appear in the palette, 
and you can switch among them 
using a pop-up menu just below the 
text field. To customize keyword 
categories, choose Edit Buttons in the 
pop-up menu to summon a floating 
window. In it, you can create, re-
name, reorder, or delete categories 
and create, reorder, or delete key-
words within a category. Make as 
many categories as you want. 

To reiterate, keywords created in 
Photos Workbench appear in the 
Keyword Manager in Photos so you 
can use them when searching for 
images in Photos. 

I instinctively wanted to move 
keywords between categories within 
the Edit Buttons window with drag-
and-drop, but this isn’t possible. This makes sense since keywords aren’t objects you can drag around—they’re just text strings. To “move” a keyword 
from one category to another, just delete it in one and add it in another. 

There’s some oddness with uncategorized keywords, which you create in Photos Workbench by typing, and which thereafter autocomplete when 
you start typing them. But where are they? They seem to be effectively invisible. Similarly, Photos Workbench knows about your existing Photos 
keywords but doesn’t display them anywhere. It would be helpful if Photos Workbench included categories for All Keywords and Uncategorized 
Keywords. 



24
Star Ratings and Favorites 

Earlier photo management tools from Apple offered star ratings for 
classifying images by relative quality or relevance. Later versions of Pho-
tos turned star ratings into standard keywords, replacing them with a 
heart button that marked the image as a favorite, but many long-time 
users preferred the added granularity of star ratings. Ratings range from 
one star (worst) to five stars (best). The ratings for particular shots ap-
pear in the info column on the right. 

You can set star ratings directly in Photos Workbench by using the 
commands in the Image > Rating menu (or, more likely, their keyboard 
shortcuts). You can also Control-click selected photos. For an individual 
photo, clicking the stars at the bottom of the thumbnail may be easier. 

If you are using the current approach to favorites in Photos, you can 
set selected photos as favorites by choosing Image > Add To Favorites. If 
it’s set already, choose Image > Remove From Favorites. You can also 
click the little heart button in an image thumbnail. 

Locations 
Modern photos usually—but not always—have embedded location 

data. In cases where such EXIF data is 
missing or erroneous, Photos Workbench 
lets you fix that with the help of a big 
map that appears at the top of the main 
app window—click Locations in the 
toolbar to summon it. 

Some of these options are straightfor-
ward. Drag a photo or photos onto the 
map to assign a location, displayed as a 
red pin. If a photo’s pin isn’t precisely 
where it’s supposed to be, you can move it 
to the correct spot. 

An “incremental” option lets you re-
trace a walking, cycling, or driving route 
you have taken, with your pictures as-
signed to their proper locations along the 
route. Crosshairs at the center of the map 
are helpful in this process. Once you’ve 
selected some photos, nudge the map so 
the fixed-in-place crosshairs point at the 
correct location for the first photo, and 
click Set Photo Location. Repeat this 
process along the route for the rest of your 
photos. It’s painstaking but worthwhile if 
your photos lack the necessary geotagged 
information. 

As you’re doing all this, you have a Center Map on Photo button for putting the current photo underneath the crosshairs—a feature you may or 
may not like. 

A third location-related option lets you copy location data from one picture and paste it into other photos taken in the same place. Select a picture 
and choose Image > Copy Location. Then select other photos taken at the same location and choose Image > Paste Location. 

GPX Track 
The GPX Track capabilities of Photos Workbench will be extremely welcome if your photos lack location metadata. These work off GPX files, 

which are track logs generated by GPS-enabled fitness devices, or by fitness-tracking apps on smartphones. 
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I track all my walking, hiking, and cross-country-skiing sessions in the Strava fitness app on my Apple Watch, which transfers the data to Strava on 

my iPhone for uploading to the Strava website. From there, I can download the GPX files for those excursions to my Mac. 
Photos Workbench uses such data to assign locations to photos taken along the GPS-recorded route. For instance, I recently put on my cross-

country skis to circumnavigate Pike Island, part of a Minnesota state park near where I live in St. Paul and where the Minnesota and Mississippi 
Rivers meet. I took pictures of the tame deer and gorgeous views along the way while Strava invisibly recorded my path. 

Back at my Mac, I downloaded the GPX file for the ski outing while adding 15 pictures from the excursion to Photos. I then selected the photos 
in Photos Workbench and clicked GPX Track in the toolbar to locate and import the GPX file. 

A dialog showed me one of my photos and asked me to confirm 
the time it was taken. Another option within that box asked me to 
confirm Strava’s timestamp for the outing. I selected the latter, 
clicked the button that read Geocode 15 Photos, clicked through a 
couple of confirmation prompts, and got a map with pins at the 
locations where I took the pictures. Check if the pins are correctly 
placed; you can adjust them if not. 

In my case, this was a pointless exercise because my pictures al-
ready contained location data, so I could see a map with pins just 
by selecting the photos. But GPX Track would be extremely wel-
come when location or time data is missing (because the phone was 
not set to record location information, say, or you used a camera 
without GPS capabilities) or incorrect (if the camera clock is set to 
another timezone, or just because the camera clock is a bit off). If 
your outing’s geocoding does not seem right, GPX Track will over-
write it with the new data. You can’t undo this, so be careful. 

Change Titles 
It’s always helpful when photos have descriptive titles instead of 

the generically assigned ones that come from the name of the un-
derlying file. Custom titles make searching for particular photos in 
your immense library much easier. But it would be far too slow to 
change photo titles one by one; you want to work in batches. 

Note that a title isn’t the same as a file name. They start the same, 
but once you change the title, they’re no longer related. You can test this by retitling a photo and then dragging it from Photos to the Finder—you’ll 
see that the file is still called something like IMG_5831.JPG. 

Photos Workbench provides batch-retitling of photos in two 
ways, both initiated by clicking Change Titles in the toolbar. 
The Change Titles window incorporates a text-replacement tool 
that, for instance, lets you swap out the common IMG_ prefix 
for a more memorable word or words, as I’ve done below. 

The other, more interesting option, Name Format, enables 
you to replace photo titles in more complex ways. You start by 
creating a naming convention that builds in tidbits of informa-
tion—such as date, time, camera make or model, or an image’s 
width, height, or pixel count. 

Photos Workbench provides a drop-down menu with 20 name options (what the developer refers to as “tokens”). Click the little circle with the 
three dots in the Format field to display this menu. The choices 
you make appear as blue bubbles in the Format field, with Cur-
rent and New lines below showing what the name is now and 
how it will change. 

For example, “{Year Created}{Month Created}{Counter}” 
might translate to “20230263”. That’s a bit hard to decipher, so 
add words, spaces, and punctuation marks to the bubble se-
quence. For instance, “Lensa Portraits {Year Created}/{Month 
Created} #Counter” might translate to “Lensa Portraits 
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2023/02 #001”. 

You can tweak some title tokens (their bubbles have tiny drop-down menus that are easy to miss). For instance, you can switch between years hav-
ing two or four digits and months using numbers or names, as in “Lensa Portraits 23/February #001”. 

An adjacent gear menu displays naming presets that came with the app. As with keywords, you can create, name, and save your own presets for 
future use or choose Manage Presets to summon yet another window to create, rename, design, reorder, and delete them more easily. 

Once you have built a library of presets for common scenarios, you can power through batch-retitling jobs as never before. 

Compare Mode 
I always take more than one photo, particularly with posed pictures, since you never know if someone will blink or have an odd expression at the 

exact moment you press the shutter. That’s good since I can choose the best image from the set, but it does require additional work that isn’t particu-
larly easy in Photos. The Compare view in Photos Workbench helps you pinpoint the best image among a set of similar photos. 

To enter Compare Mode, select the pictures you want to compare and click Compare in the toolbar. The main viewer shows two photos side-by-
side. The photo on the left is designat-
ed as the Pick, the best one seen so far. 
On the right is the Candidate, the pic-
ture you want to evaluate against the 
Pick. 

If you think the Candidate is better 
than the current Pick, promote it to be 
the new Pick on the left by clicking the 
checkmark at the bottom or pressing 
Return, causing a new Candidate to 
appear on the right. Choose between 
them, and move on to the next com-
parison. In this way, you can quickly 
advance through a set of pictures to 
land on the best one. 

While comparing photos, you can 
edit the Pick’s title, assign a star rating, 
add it to favorites, or edit its keywords. 

When you’re done, accept the Pick 
by clicking the inward-pointing arrows 
button or pressing Command-Return. 
All that does is return you to Grid view 
with the Pick selected. Then you could 
manually swap the selection for the rest of the photos in the comparison group and delete them by pressing Delete. 

If you were comparing many photos and wanted to delete all but one, you could assign the Trash keyword to all the photos you’re evaluating. 
Once you’ve settled on the best one, assign it the Keep keyword and remove the Trash keyword. Then use the Filter pop-up menu to select all the 
images with the Trash keyword and delete them. 

There’s room here for a future version of Photos Workbench to provide more workflow, making it easier to select the images you don’t want to 
keep, for instance. There is an Edit > Invert Selection command, but that’s useful only if you’ve filtered the view or are looking at images in an album. 
I could imagine an option to delete or tag all the rejected Candidates at the end of the process. I’d also like to see some controls for zooming both the 
Pick and the Candidate so you can more easily see small details, such as if someone has their eyes closed. 

The Upshot 
Photos Workbench is for photographers who are way more organized than I am. I lean heavily on Photos’ image-editing features in both my per-

sonal life and at work (in somewhat of a rogue capacity because we officially use ThinkPads). But I rarely take the time to apply keywords, titles, star 
ratings, and the like, instead placing my faith in artificial intelligence to find the photos I want (my wife’s lovely face, say), and such AI-driven capabil-
ities are continually improving. 

But Photos Workbench would be welcome for meticulous Photos users who want more flexibility and a faster workflow than Photos provides out 
of the box. You can try it for free in demo mode, which will load only the first 100 photos in each album. If you like it, Photos Workbench regularly 
costs $29 from Houdah Software but currently has 25%-off introductory pricing of $21.75; family licenses are available for $44 regularly or $33 
with the introductory discount.

https://www.houdah.com/photosWorkbench/
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Membership Application Form 
Membership entitles you to access to our online forums, participation in prize drawings, and access to the bar-
gains in the members area of the SMMUG website at www. smmug.org. SMMUG renewal membership dues 
($30) apply to the calendar year and are paid each December for the following year. Use the following table for 
NEW MEMBERSHIP ONLY: 

 JAN 1 to MAR 31 - $30.00  APR 1 to JUN 30 - $20.00  
  JUL 1 to SEPT 30 - $15.00  OCT 1 to DEC 31 - $10.00 

Please Print Clearly!     Today’s Date  

Name 
 Street Address 
 City/State/ZIP 

 Home Telephone 
 E-mail Address

Have you previously been a member of SMMUG? 
How did you learn about SMMUG? 

Make your check payable to:  SMMUG   
Then mail or give this form and your check to:

SMMUG, Inc.    
2100 Wood Avenue 
Colorado Springs, CO 80907-6718 

Please make an online account for me. 
User Name _______________

Don’t make an online account for me. I 
do not want one or I already have one.

Business Telephone 

About Us 

The Silicon Mountain Macintosh User Group, Inc. (a nonprofit educational corporation) was formed in Colorado Springs, Col-
orado in 1985, and is one of the oldest Macintosh User Groups in the United States. SMMUG, Inc. is dedicated to helping 
members enjoy and learn about their Macintosh computer, iPhone and iPad devices. 

Club membership is open to everyone and you are cordially invited to visit our free monthly General Meeting on the second 
Monday of each month, at 7:00 PM. For those new to the Macintosh, we have a Question & Answer session at 6:00 PM, where 
our collective expertise can help answer your questions.  

All members receive a monthly newsletter, published on our web site, see great reviews of software and hardware, or can partici-
pate in the monthly door prize drawing. Each member gets one vote during annual Officer Elections. No corporate memberships 
are granted. 

Our officers are volunteers and receive no pay. All funds raised are used for the cost of operating the club and its meetings. 

http://www.smmug.org

