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Regain Control of Your Inbox with SaneBox 
by by JOSH CENTERS  

Since joining TidBITS, my email has been a hot mess. Like any tech journalist, I’m flooded with a con-
stant stream of irrelevant PR and sales pitches that have rendered my email nigh unusable. As a result, I 
miss important emails from real people, leading to lost opportunities and annoyed readers. Forget “inbox 
zero.” My email is more like “inbox 600,000.” No amount of filtering or deleting has been able to tame 
the flood. Until I tried SaneBox (use that link for a $25 discount). 

SaneBox is an add-on service for any email account that adds powerful custom filtering. It’s more pow-
erful and granular than a spam filter, and it’s much smarter and easier to manage than email filters in 
clients like Apple Mail and Gmail. 

Here’s how it works: you provide SaneBox with your email login (which also gives SaneBox access to 
your email—you have to be comfortable with that), and it creates special folders for different features that 
automatically sort your email. SaneBox can cordon off emails you don’t want, keep newsletters in their 
own folder, remind you of emails at later dates, and many other things. 

I wish I had signed up for SaneBox years ago, but let me explain why I didn’t. 

SaneBox Pricing 
I’ve heard people raving about SaneBox for years but was put off by its pricing model. Not by the price 

necessarily, which ranges from $24 to $299 per year (or $7 to $36 if you pay monthly), but by the way 
the tiers work. 

In most subscription services, you pay a set amount per month and get all features, or at least a certain 
subset at different tiers. However, with SaneBox, you get a fixed number of features—which you choose
—that you can activate at any given time. If you pay for six features and want to use a seventh, you have 
to turn off one of the features in use or pay more. 

I found that vexing because I didn’t know what features I would need or how many. Thankfully, the 
two-week free trial lets you test all the features so you can figure out which you find useful. 

Here are the available tiers: 
• Appetizer: One feature for one email account for $24 per year 
• Snack: Two features for one email account for $7 per month, $59 per year, or $99 for two years 
• Lunch: Six features for two email accounts for $12 per month, $99 per year, or $169 for two years 
• Dinner: All features for four email accounts for $36 per month, $299 per year, or $499 for two years 

I currently subscribe to the Lunch tier, albeit somewhat reluctantly, since I primarily use only three fea-
tures, and I paid for two years in advance since it’s the most cost-effective option. 

However, if your budget is tight, there’s only one feature you really need. 

A Black Hole for Unwanted Email 
SaneBox’s killer feature is the SaneBlackHole folder, which stores unwanted emails for 7 days before 

moving them to the trash. When you move one message from a particular sender to the SaneBlackHole, 
every email from that sender—past and future—goes into that folder. It makes inbox management so 
much easier since you don’t have to delete messages repeatedly, hope an unsubscribe link works, or set up 
custom filtering rules. 
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The Saturday SMMUG Special Interest Group 
(SIG) will meet from 10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon, 
Saturday, Dec. 12, 2022, via a ZOOM video con-
ference. FYI: An email containing the the Meeting 
ID and password will be sent to all members. 

The meeting will be divided in to two parts. The 
First part starting at 10:00 will focus on The Finder 
part 2. Starting at 11:00 it will focus on iOS, helping 
everyone become both comfortable and proficient 
with their iPhone, iPad, and iPod mobile devices.  

All are invited, but new users are especially encour-
aged to attend this meeting. Bring your tips and 
tricks, questions and suggestions.  

Go to: https://www.smmug.org/meeting-info 
to find the instructions for attending our ZOOM 
meetings. 

For more information about Special Interest 
Groups (SIGs), go to the SMMUG website. 

Scan this QR code to be taken to our  
SMMUG web site

ADVERTISING 
You can advertise your business or service 
through the Silicon Summit. 

RATES  
Per inch   $10 
Quarter page   $15  
Half page   $25  
Full page   $50  
Insert                  $15 

A 10% discount is applied for ads that 
run two or more months, except for in-

serts. 

Sponsoring Memberships are also avail-
able to merchants who want to see their 
business name and address listed on the 
front page. Sponsoring Memberships are 
$100 for one year.

MEETING DATES 
  
Our regular monthly meetings are on the second 
Monday of every month. Upcoming meeting 
dates are as follows: 

November 14 
December12

                                                                              
MISSED AN ISSUE? 

You can find the previous issues of the Sili-
con Summit posted in PDF format at the 
SMMUG website.

THIS MONTH AT SMMUG 

November 14, 2022
6:00 Q&A Session 
6:45 Networking Break 
7:00 macOS 13 Ventura by Jim Johnson  
8:00 Adjourn 

Future Meetings: 
Dec. Annual Meeting & iOS 16 Mike and 
Jim
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Announcements 

Door Prizes For The November Meeting: 
$10 Apple gift card 
Flat Charge & Sync Cable with Lightning connector 
5’ Lightning to USB Cable 
USB-C to USB adapter 
Headphone Jack Adapter - Lightning to 3.5mm for iPhone and iPad 
Hands-Free Stereo Earbuds with Microphone 
SanDisk 32 GB USB Flash Drive 

Club News
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The genius of SaneBlackHole is if you 
move a message to it but later decide you’ve 
made a mistake, you can move any email 
from that sender back to the inbox and all the 
rest of that sender’s messages return along with 
it. If you ever make a huge mistake, SaneBox 
has a Reset Trainings feature that lets you 
undo the trainings you made between two 
dates, bringing back everything that you’d sent 
to SaneBlackHole during that time. 

The other nice thing about SaneBlackHole 
is it holds messages for a week before deleting 
them, so you can also add things to it that you 
may want to see but are of value for only a 
limited time, like sale notices from online re-
tailers. 

You can mass train SaneBlackHole in one 
sitting, either through the website or the com-
panion iOS app. I don’t always like the sug-
gestions, so I spent some time at the beginning 
of my trial moving PR and sales spam to the 
SaneBlackHole folder. 

I was initially skeptical of the SaneBlackHole feature, but it works 
amazingly well. Only emails I have designated for the SaneBlackHole 
go there, nothing more and nothing less. It has done wonders to 
make my inbox usable again and let me delete a number of Fastmail 
filters and extra folders I was using to tame my email. 

Other SaneBox Features 
Since you choose your SaneBox features, your SaneBox experience 

is highly personal. I’ll discuss the other features I use and briefly de-
scribe what else it can do. 

The SaneBox feature I use most beyond SaneBlackHole is Sane-
News, which corrals email messages from newsletters and mailing 
lists. Overall, it does a good job, but I find a lot of unwanted junk 
there that I have to move to SaneBlackHole. 

Sanebox lets you create custom DIY folders based on your own 
criteria. However, each one you create counts against your feature 
count, so I haven’t used them extensively. One that I do use was sug-
gested by SaneBox when I set up my account: SaneReceipts, which 
rounds up order confirmations, payment confirmations, shipping 
notices, renewal messages, and other such things. That’s helpful. 

Since I paid for six features, I also turned on SaneNoReplies, 
which is supposed to collect every email you’ve sent that has not re-
ceived a reply. But for reasons I don’t quite understand, my unreplied 
emails don’t show up there. I need to work with support to figure out what’s going on, but I don’t recommend it for now. It may not be necessary for 
Apple users anyway, now that Mail in iOS 16, iPadOS 16, and macOS 13 Ventura has a follow-up feature that attempts to do the same thing. 

Other features of SaneBox that I haven’t used include the following: 
• SaneLater: To help you clean up your inbox, SaneLater automatically captures less important emails you want to read later. 
• SaneCC: This feature stores every email on which you’ve been CC’ed but not directly addressed. This can be useful in work environments where 

you are copied on numerous messages that aren’t relevant to you. 
• SaneDoNotDisturb: If you want to ignore certain messages while on vacation, for instance, SaneDoNotDisturb keeps matching emails out of 

your inbox for a set amount of time, after which they reappear. 

Continued from page 1

https://www.sanebox.com/help/224-sanenews-what-do-i-do-with-my-sanenews-folder
https://www.sanebox.com/help/224-sanenews-what-do-i-do-with-my-sanenews-folder
https://www.sanebox.com/help/169
https://www.sanebox.com/sanenoreplies
https://www.sanebox.com/help/146-sanelater-what-to-do-with-my-sanelater
https://www.sanebox.com/help/203-what-is-sanecc
https://www.sanebox.com/help/340-sanedonotdisturb-what-do-i-do-with-that-folder
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• SaneAttachments: If you’re running low on your email storage quota, SaneBox can store incoming email attachments on a cloud service like 

Dropbox, Google Drive, or OneDrive, freeing up your email storage quota while keeping them connected with their messages. 
• Snooze Folders: Move an email to SaneTomorrow, SaneNextWeek, or SaneNextMonth to keep it out of your inbox until the time specified by 

the folder. I’m not a fan because each folder counts as a separate feature, and many email clients—including Mail in Apple’s latest operating sys-
tems—already have snooze functionality. 

• SaneReminders: As an alternative to using the snooze folders, you can send or forward email to a special time-based address like 
tomorrow@sanebox.com or 1mo.3d@sanebox.com to make SaneBox deliver it to you at that time. 

SaneBox Tools 
In addition to the features, SaneBox provides several tools to all subscribers for free: 

• Email Deep Clean: This tool helps you quickly trash old messages in your inbox. It scans for emails older than a date you specify and lists them by 
sender. Then you select each sender, and with a single click, you can move all messages from that sender before the date to the trash. 

• Email Organize: This lets you quickly move all emails from multiple senders at once to a folder. I use it primarily to train things to the Sane-
BlackHole. 

• Domain Filters: With the domain filters tool, you can automatically assign emails from a specific domain to a folder, much like a classic email 
filter. Your email service probably already offers such filtering, so the benefit of using SaneBox is mostly that it’s a bit easier to configure than tradi-
tional email filter rules. 

• Advanced Filtering: SaneBox provides a few extra settings: move automatic replies (like out-of-office notices) to a certain folder, automatically 
move starred or flagged messages to the inbox from other folders, and add “[SaneBox]” to the subject when forwarding. 
A Power Tool for Email 
Let me set some realistic expectations about SaneBox: while it’s a powerful automation tool for cleaning up your email, it still requires quite a bit of 

manual intervention. If deleting messages manually is like chopping trees with an axe and email filters are like using a chainsaw, then SaneBox is like a 
tree harvester. It still requires some time and effort, but SaneBox helps you do the job much faster than anything else I’ve tried. 

If you’re drowning in email, give SaneBox a try with a two-week trial. Don’t be like me and make yourself miserable for years to save a buck. (How-
ever, you will save $25 with our link.) 

ExtraBITS 
Apple Launches Consolidated Security Site — Apple has created a new Apple Security Research website to centralize all of the company’s security 
resources. 

No, Lufthansa Isn’t Banning AirTags from Luggage — German airline Lufthansa set off a firestorm when it claimed that AirTags aren’t allowed in 
checked baggage, but it was a simple case of confusion about regulations. 

Apple Changes Portable Mac Descriptor from “Notebook” to “Laptop” — At long last, Apple has given up on the nonsensical “notebook” term 
and returned to referring to portable Macs as “laptops.” About time. 

Microsoft Rebranding Office to Microsoft 365 — Microsoft is dropping its Office brand and rebranding its productivity apps as Microsoft 365. 

https://www.sanebox.com/help/93-what-does-the-enable-saneattachments-button-under-my-sane-folders-do
https://www.sanebox.com/help/160-snooze-folders-create-custom-snooze-folders-to-hold-defer-mail-for-a-specialized-length-of-time
https://www.sanebox.com/help/139-reminders-overview-what-are-sanereminders-and-how-do-they-work
https://www.sanebox.com/help/419-email-deep-clean-sanebox-can-help-clear-out-old-unnecessary-emails-formerly-called-storage-optimizer
https://www.sanebox.com/help/121-what-is-domain-training-based-filtering-and-how-does-it-work
https://www.sanebox.com/help/116-what-is-advanced-filtering
https://www.sanebox.com/tidbits
https://tidbits.com/2022/10/31/apple-launches-consolidated-security-site/
https://tidbits.com/2022/10/12/no-lufthansa-isnt-banning-airtags-from-luggage/
https://tidbits.com/2022/10/12/apple-changes-portable-mac-descriptor-from-notebook-to-laptop/
https://tidbits.com/2022/10/17/microsoft-rebranding-office-to-microsoft-365/
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Can’t wait for the next newsletter to see what the guys and gals at Joy of Tech are up to? Then simply go on over to their web-
site and see past and current cartoons and other things

No More Security Updates for First-Generation Eero Devices — Amazon subsidiary Eero has announced that although first-generation Eero 
devices will continue to work for the foreseeable future, they will no longer receive security updates. Amazon is providing a trade-in discount. 

SuperDuper 3.7 — Shirt Pocket has released SuperDuper 3.7, adding full compatibility with macOS 13 Ventura. However, while SuperDuper 
supports bootable backups for Big Sur, Monterey, and Ventura, Shirt Pocket notes that Apple bugs may cause startup to be unsuccessful, although 
restoration is still possible. The update works around Google Drive issues that were incorrectly protecting folders on drives it wasn’t operating on, 
improves issues with Smart Update, enhances Apple’s replicator (asr) state tracking, and adjusts Full Disk Access helpers for Ventura’s redesign. (Free 
for basic functionality, $27.95 for additional features, free update, 9.6 MB, release notes, macOS 10.10+).

http://www.joyoftech.com/joyoftech/
http://www.joyoftech.com/joyoftech/
https://tidbits.com/2022/10/06/no-more-security-updates-for-first-generation-eero-devices/
http://www.shirt-pocket.com/SuperDuper/SuperDuperDescription.html
https://www.shirtpocket.com/blog/index.php/shadedgrey/comments/silly_season/
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iOS, watchOS, & tvOS 
Apple Releases iOS 15.7.1 and iPadOS 15.7.1 to Fix Security Vulnerabilities on Older Devices 

by JOSH CENTERS 
Apple has released iOS 15.7.1 and iPadOS 15.7.1 to fix 17 security vulnerabilities on older devices that either aren’t yet running or don’t support 

iOS 16 and iPadOS 16. The new versions have no new features or other bug fixes but address vulnerabilities… 
• …in the Apple Neural Engine, graphics driver, image processing code, and kernel that allowed arbitrary code execution with kernel privileges. 
• …that allowed a maliciously crafted audio or USD file to leak private information. 
• …in Safari that let attackers steal personal information. 
• …that enabled a malicious Wi-Fi network to initiate a denial-of-service attack. 

Since Apple says that one of the fixed vulnerabilities is actively being exploited in the wild, if you haven’t yet upgraded to iOS 16 or iPadOS 16, or 
you’re using older devices that can’t upgrade, you should install these updates as soon as possible from Settings > General > Software Update. 

iOS 16 and iPadOS 16 Virtual Keyboards Now Support Dvorak 
by JOSH CENTERS 

Almost every computer keyboard in the English-speaking world uses the 19th-century QWERTY layout. You may not know that there’s an alter-
native: the Dvorak layout, which August Dvorak developed in 1936 (it has nothing 
to do with tech curmudgeon John C. Dvorak). The Dvorak layout is not nearly as 
popular as QWERTY, but its adherents claim that it requires less finger movement 
and is thus more efficient and ergonomic. 

I’ve never bothered with Dvorak, largely because it would require fighting muscle 
memory when using any other keyboard. However, if you long ago made the switch 
to Dvorak but are frustrated by the QWERTY layout of the iOS and iPadOS on-
screen keyboard, I have good news: you can now use Dvorak on your iPhone and 
iPad. 

Go to Settings > General > Keyboard > Keyboards > English (US) (or whichever 
keyboard you use) and choose Dvorak. 

The next time you display the onscreen keyboard, it will be in the Dvorak layout. 

  This setting won’t affect the layout of a physical keyboard 
attached to your device. To change the layout of a physical 
keyboard, go to Settings > General > Hardware Keyboard > 
English (US) and choose Dvorak. (Changing or ignoring the 

keycaps is up to you.) 
I’m skeptical of whether a virtual Dvorak keyboard will provide the same benefits as a physical one, seeing how Dvorak was designed for touch-

typing efficiency. It’s also debatable whether Dvorak is all that superior to QWERTY. However, after trying Dvorak on my iPhone, I understand 
how frustrating it is to switch between layouts. 

Apple Reimagines the Basic iPad for 2022 
by JOSH CENTERS 

For years, we have celebrated the entry-level iPad as one of the best values in Apple’s 
lineup. For $329, and often on sale for less, you could buy an iPad sufficient for most 
things that most people want to do on an iPad: reading, Web browsing, watching 
videos, and scribbling with an Apple Pencil. The only downsides were the increasingly 
dated design with thick bezels and a now old-fashioned Home button. 

Now, with the tenth-generation iPad, Apple has completely reimagined the iPad. 
The Home button is no more, and the overall design brings it into harmony with the 

https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT213490
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/QWERTY
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dvorak_keyboard_layout
https://www.theverge.com/2019/2/17/18223384/dvorak-qwerty-keyboard-layout-10-years-speed-ergonomics
https://www.apple.com/ipad-10.9/


8
iPad Air and iPad Pro. 

But with all change comes good and bad. The new iPad’s design and specs are impressive upgrades from the previous model: 
• A modern, all-screen design in four bright colors: blue, pink, silver, and yel-

low 
• A 10.9-inch Liquid Retina display 
• A FaceTime camera on the long side for optimal use in landscape orienta-

tion 
• Touch ID built into the top button like the iPad Air and iPad mini 
• 5G connectivity on cellular models 
• USB-C instead of Lightning (see “European Union to Mandate USB-C 

in Electronic Devices by the End of 2024,” 4 October 2022) 
• Fast Wi-Fi 6 connectivity 
• The new Magic Keyboard Folio accessory with a built-in trackpad 

On the downside: 
• The tenth-generation iPad starts at $449, $120 more than prior iterations. 
• The Magic Keyboard Folio costs $249, making the total cost nearly $700 if you want to use it as a laptop replacement. 
• Bafflingly, it still supports only the first-generation Apple Pencil. We presume that Apple left out the necessary wireless 

charging technology to reduce costs. 
• Since the first-generation Apple Pencil connects to the iPad via Lightning, you now need a special USB-C to Apple Pencil 

adapter, a separate $9 purchase (and the adapter is now included when you buy an Apple Pencil). 

iPad Specs 
The new iPad has a fresh design and a higher price tag, but how does it compare in terms of specs? Here’s a quick run-

down of the new iPad’s specs and how it compares to last year’s model: 
• 10.9-inch display versus 10.2-inch in the 2021 model 
• A14 Bionic processor instead of the A13 Bionic in the 2021 model. The A14 Bionic was introduced with the iPhone 12. 
• Ultra Wide 12 MP rear camera with 4K video recording at up to 60 fps. That’s a big improvement over last year’s model, 

which had an 8 MP rear camera that only recorded in 1080p at up to 30 fps. 
• Ultra Wide 12MP front camera with 1080p video recording at up to 60 fps, just like the previous generation 
• Up to 10 hours of Web surfing over Wi-Fi or 9 hours over cellular on a full charge, or about the same as the previous 

generation 
• Support for nano-SIM as well as eSIM 
• Storage: 64 or 256 GB, the same as the previous generation 

The USB-C connector opens up a host of possibilities, like connecting USB-C thumb drives and hubs. The USB-C 
connector also makes it easier to connect to external displays. The iPad can connect directly to a USB-C display and, with 
the right adapters, works with DisplayPort, DVI, and HDMI. It can drive an external display up to 4K at 30 Hz or 1080p 
at 60 Hz. 

Pricing and Availability 
The 10.9-inch iPad is available to order now and will arrive on 26 October 2022. It starts at $449 for the 64 GB model and $599 for the 256 

GB model. 5G cellular adds another $150 to the price. 
Tack on $249 for the Magic Keyboard Folio and $9 if you want to connect a first-generation Apple Pencil. (The Apple Pencil remains $99 and 

now includes the USB-C adapter.) 

Which iPad to Buy? 
This new tenth-generation iPad offers many welcome improvements, but its $449 price makes the buying decision harder. If price is paramount, 

you can still buy the ninth-generation iPad for $329—Apple is keeping it around much as it does with older iPhones to provide a budget option. 
On the other end of the spectrum, you can spend an extra $150 and get the iPad Air with an M1 processor and Stage Manager support in iPadOS 
16. It also makes the sixth-generation iPad mini more compelling, since it supports the second-generation Apple Pencil and now costs only $50 
more. 

The one technical advantage the tenth-generation iPad has over the rest of the lineup is its landscape front-facing camera, but that’s offset by an 
Apple Pencil connection that’s even more awkward than before. While this new iPad is an improvement in many ways, it’s less of a home run than its 

You’ll need an 
extra dongle to 
connect an Apple 
Pencil.

https://tidbits.com/2022/10/04/european-union-to-mandate-usb-c-in-electronic-devices-by-the-end-of-2024/
https://tidbits.com/2022/10/04/european-union-to-mandate-usb-c-in-electronic-devices-by-the-end-of-2024/
https://tidbits.com/2022/10/04/european-union-to-mandate-usb-c-in-electronic-devices-by-the-end-of-2024/
https://www.apple.com/shop/product/MQDP3LL/A/magic-keyboard-folio-for-ipad-10th-generation-us-english
https://www.apple.com/ipad-10.9/specs/
https://www.apple.com/shop/buy-ipad/ipad/256gb-blue-wifi
https://www.apple.com/ipad-10.2/
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predecessors. 

New iPad Pro Models Gain M2 Processor, Faster Wi-Fi, and Apple Pencil Hover 
by JOSH CENTERS 

Apple has updated the iPad Pro for 2022, outfitting the 11-inch and 
12.9-inch models with the company’s M2 processor. The iPad Pro now 
features faster Wi-Fi and a surprise new feature: Apple Pencil hover, which 
provides better feedback by offering a preview of Apple Pencil actions before 
you make them. 

Overall, the new iPad Pro is a minor update over last year’s models and 
likely won’t cause many M1 iPad Pro users to upgrade, though the changes 
make it more attractive for those upgrading from a non-M1 iPad. Let’s 
explore the major differences. (Sadly, these new iPad Pro models retain the 
front-facing camera on the short side, unlike the new tenth-generation iPad, 
which moves that camera to the long side to make it more natural for 
videoconferencing, which almost always takes place in landscape orienta-
tion.) 

M2 Processor and ProRes Video Capture 
The headline improvement is the M2 processor, which Apple claims is 

up to 15% faster than the M1. In practice, users should see an improvement over M1 models, but it won’t be as large of a jump as the A12Z Bionic 
to the M1. However, of interest to film professionals: the M2 iPad Pro is the first iPad able to capture ProRes footage directly, and it can transcode 
ProRes footage up to three times faster than on the M1 iPad Pro. Apple explains, “This means content creators can capture, edit, and publish cine-
ma-grade video from a single device out in the field.” 

Apple Pencil Hover 
The most interesting new feature of the iPad Pro is Apple Pencil hover, which detects the tip of the sec-
ond-generation Apple Pencil when it’s up to 12mm above the display. 
In normal usage, iPadOS displays a circle where the tip of the Apple Pencil is hovering, so you can more 
precisely put the tip where you want. It has other uses too, like expanding text fields when you bring the 
Apple Pencil in close. Third-party de-
velopers will be able to tap into Apple 
Pencil hover to create their own unique 
experiences. 

Wi-Fi 6E and More 5G Support 
The new iPad Pro supports the new Wi-Fi 6E protocol, which Apple claims is up 

to twice as fast as the Wi-Fi 6 connectivity of last year’s iPad Pro, with download 
speeds up to 2.4 Gbps. However, you’ll also need a Wi-Fi 6E router to take advan-
tage of that speed boost. Apple also says that the cellular models support more 5G 
networks. 

DaVinci Resolve for iPad 
Apple slyly slipped in an announcement of DaVinci Resolve for iPad, a profes-

sional-grade video-editing app used to assemble Hollywood movies like the recent 
Dune adaptation and The Green Knight. 

Blackmagic Design has now officially announced DaVinci Resolve for iPad. 
Like its bigger sibling, it will be free with an in-app purchase to upgrade to DaVinci 
Resolve Studio. An M1 or M2 is not required, but those processors open up addi-
tional features, like HDR processing. 

Pricing and Availability 
You can order the new iPad Pro today, and it will be available on 26 October 

2022. 

https://www.apple.com/ipad-pro/
https://www.apple.com/newsroom/2022/10/apple-introduces-next-generation-ipad-pro-supercharged-by-the-m2-chip/
https://www.blackmagicdesign.com/media/release/20221020-02
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The 128 GB, 256 GB, and 512 GB models come with 8 GB of RAM, while the 1 TB and 2 TB models include 16 GB of RAM. Just as last 

year, the price ranges from $799 for the 11-inch iPad Pro with 128 GB of storage up to $2199 for the 12.9-inch iPad Pro with 2 TB of storage. Cel-
lular models again add an extra $200 to the price. 

Apple Takes Another Step into the World of Banking 
by JOSH CENTERS 

Ever since the advent of Apple Pay, speculation has swirled about Apple be-
coming a full-blown bank. Then Apple came out with Apple Pay Cash (now 
just Apple Cash) and the Goldman-Sachs–backed Apple Card, which stoked 
speculation. Now, Apple is going to offer savings accounts, again in partner-
ship with Goldman Sachs. Apple was vague about the program’s name, but the 
image filenames in Apple’s press release call it “Apple Card Savings,” and Apple 
capitalizes Savings throughout the press release, so we’ll call it Apple Card Sav-
ings for now. 

“In the coming months,” Apple Card users will gain the option to deposit 
their Daily Cash rewards from using the Apple Card into a “high-yield savings 
account” instead of Apple Cash. There won’t be any fees, minimum deposits, 
or minimum balance requirements, and you’ll manage it all through the Wallet 
app. 

Here’s a key detail buried in Apple’s press release: you’ll also be able to deposit 
funds from your Apple Cash balance or a linked bank account. You will also be 
able to transfer money from your Apple Card Savings account to your linked 
bank account or your Apple Card, presumably applying the amount to your 
balance. 

So it seems that Apple Card Savings will look like a normal savings account, 
but questions remain. For instance, will you be able to deposit a check into 
your Apple Card Savings account? I doubt that’ll be possible, at least at first. Will there be an ACH number for wire transfers? Presumably so, since 
you can link a bank account to it, but that ACH number may not be accessible by users. 

The announcement is odd, lacking details about when the accounts will become available or what the interest rate will be (Marcus from Gold-
man Sachs currently offers 2.35% APY). Why did Apple announce it now instead of waiting until Apple Card Savings is ready? 

One thing is certain: Apple is leveraging its huge customer base once again to move ever deeper into the world of financial services, undoubtedly 
extracting small percentages of the proceeds to bolster its increasingly important Services revenue. 

What’s New with Focus in iOS 16 
by JOSH CENTERS 

Last year, Adam Engst wrote “Apple’s New Focus Feature May Be Overkill” (20 January 2022), which both outlined what Focus does and criti-
cized it for being overly complex. In short, Focus is an extension of Do Not Disturb that lets you create customized environments to block unwanted 
notifications and hide contextually irrelevant content, like particular Home Screens. 

We hoped Apple would realize that it had created an overly confusing feature set and overhaul it in iOS 16. Instead, Apple doubled down, piling 
on even more features and complexity, and even tying Focus to its new custom Lock Screen feature (see “How to Customize Your Lock Screen in 
iOS 16,” 21 September 2022). 

However, Apple’s changes are still an improvement, largely thanks to the Lock Screen linking that helps identify when a particular Focus might be 
changing the iPhone experience. Focus setup has also been streamlined and is now easier to comprehend. Let’s look at the key differences with Focus 
in iOS 16. 

Allow or Silence Notifications from People and Apps 
In iOS 15, when you set up a Focus, you had to select every app and contact that could break through the Focus to deliver notifications. For many 

people, individual selection of apps and contacts was too tedious for even one Focus, much less several. Thankfully, Apple fixed that in iOS 16 by 
adding a blocklist option. 

When viewing Focus settings, either when creating a Focus or in Settings > Focus > Focus Name, tap People or Apps. You can then choose the new 
Silence Notifications From—which lets you select people and apps whose notifications should be blocked—or Allow Notifications From, which 
allows the selected people and apps to break through the cone of silence as before. 

https://www.apple.com/newsroom/2022/10/apple-card-will-let-users-grow-daily-cash-rewards-while-saving-for-the-future/
https://www.marcus.com/us/en/savings/high-yield-savings
https://www.marcus.com/us/en/savings/high-yield-savings
https://tidbits.com/2022/01/20/apples-new-focus-feature-may-be-overkill/
https://tidbits.com/2022/09/21/how-to-customize-your-lock-screen-in-ios-16/
https://tidbits.com/2022/09/21/how-to-customize-your-lock-screen-in-ios-16/
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Being able to create a 

blocklist for notifica-
tions is a game-changer 
for Focus. For exam-
ple, there are times I 
want to focus primarily 
on my family without 
work distractions, but I 
don’t want to miss 
important phone calls 
and text messages. So I 
set up a Family Focus 
that blocks Discord, 
Facebook Messenger, 
Slack, Telegram, and 
Twitter but still allows 
text messages and 
phone calls from any-
one. All those other 
messaging apps can 
wait until later, and I’m 
not stressing over miss-
ing anything impor-
tant. 

Another way I use this is with my new Fitness Focus. It doesn’t block any notifications, which wasn’t possible in iOS 15. I just have it set a custom 
Home Screen that offers quick access to fitness apps and media widgets like Audible and Music. 

Linking Focus to Lock Screens, Home Screens, and Apple Watch Faces 
As I discussed in “How to Customize Your Lock Screen in iOS 16,” you can link a Lock Screen to a Focus, which is a bidirectional link: activate 

the linked Focus in Control Center or with a schedule, and your Lock Screen changes; switch to a linked Lock Screen, and its associated Focus acti-
vates. It’s a good approach that provides obvious visual feedback of when a Focus is active. 

You can also choose which Home Screens and Apple 
Watch faces to show in Settings > Focus > Focus Name, 
under Customize Screens. The icons aren’t labeled, but 
they represent the Lock Screen, Home Screen, and 
Apple Watch face. Tap one of the icons to make selec-
tions. 

You can attach  only one Lock Screen to a Focus. 
With Home Screens, however, you can select as many as 
you like. With the Apple Watch face, you’re again limit-
ed to a single face, but unlike Lock Screens, it’s not a 
two-way link. Switching to a Focus switches your Apple 
Watch to that face, but switching the face on your 
Apple Watch doesn’t change your Focus. 

Focus Filters 
The idea behind Focus Filters is to hide certain types 

of content when you’re in a Focus. For example, if you 
have a Family Focus as I do, you could hide your work 
email account when in that Focus to prevent email noti-
fications from coworkers from interrupting dinner. 
That’s the concept, but Focus Filters can also toggle 
Dark Mode and Low Power Mode. Third-party devel-

https://tidbits.com/2022/09/21/how-to-customize-your-lock-screen-in-ios-16/
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opers can also add Focus Filters for their 
apps—we’ve seen filters for Agenda, 
Cardhop, and Fantastical. 

While this feature could be confus-
ing—tread carefully when enabling filters!
—most apps post a clear notice at the top 
indicating that a Focus Filter is on, with an 
equally clear way to turn it off. 

Go to Settings > Focus > Focus Name, 
scroll down to the bottom, and tap Add 
Filter. Then choose an app or system filter. 
iOS 16 includes filters in these apps: 
• Calendar: Select which calendars you want to appear in the Calendar app while in the Focus. 
• Mail: Choose which account inboxes appear while in the Focus. 
• Messages: Turn on Filter by People List, and Messages hides conversations that don’t match the criteria of your People list for the current Focus. 
• Safari: The Safari Focus Filter lets you choose a tab group to activate automatically in the Focus, but it doesn’t hide or block you from switching to 

other tab groups. 
• Appearance: Enable this filter to toggle Light Mode or Dark Mode when the Focus activates. 
• Low Power Mode: If you have a Focus that won’t suffer from Low Power Mode, this filter lets you save some battery power when using that Fo-

cus. 

Focus on Focus 
Many of our complaints about Focus from last year still hold. It remains overly complicated, and with the addition of Lock Screen linking and 

Focus Filters, the overall iOS 16 user experience could become even more unpredictable. Less attentive users should give Focus a wide berth beyond 
Do Not Disturb, Driving, and possibly Sleep (which is the only way to turn off the iPhone 14 Pro’s Always-On display automatically). But Apple 
seems to be in love with Focus, and if used carefully, it can be a powerful way to cut out distractions for better productivity during work, higher qual-
ity family time, and more focused activities. 

Roller Coasters Can Trigger Crash Detection in the iPhone 14 and Apple Watch 
by JOSH CENTERS 

When Apple announced the new Crash Detection feature in the iPhone 14 models 
and the Apple Watch SE, Apple Watch Series 8, and Apple Watch Ultra, we figured it 
would be only a matter of time until some innocuous activity triggered it accidentally. 

Now we know what will do it: roller coasters. Since the iPhone 14 launched, the 
911 dispatch center near the Kings Island amusement park has received at least six 
calls from iPhones that mistake the g-forces and sounds of a roller coaster for a car 
crash. (Read the full paywalled article at the Wall Street Journal for more details.) 

The safest way to prevent this from happening before hopping on an extreme 
amusement park ride is to disable Crash Detection by turning off Settings > Emer-
gency SOS > Call After Severe Crash on your iPhone. If you have an Apple Watch 
that supports Crash Detection, turning off the feature on the iPhone also disables it on 
the Apple Watch. That also works in the other direction—toggling Call After Severe 
Crash in either the Watch app in My Watch > Emergency SOS or Settings > SOS on 
the Apple 
Watch itself 
also disables 
the feature on 
the iPhone. 

Although it 
m i g h t b e 
tempting to 
muzzle Crash 
Detection by 

https://www.wsj.com/amp/articles/the-owner-of-this-iphone-was-in-a-severe-car-crashor-just-on-a-roller-coaster-11665314944
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enabling airplane mode on your iPhone and Apple Watch before embarking on a roller coaster ride, we’ve seen some claims that Emergency SOS 
can take an iPhone out of airplane mode to make an emergency call. We aren’t about to test that, but we don’t recommend assuming airplane mode 
will suffice. 

Why do we suspect Apple engineers are now clamoring for a team outing to California’s Great America? “But boss, we need to ride the RailBlazer 
to fine-tune the Crash Detection algorithm! Please!” Alternatively, Apple could geofence the locations of known roller coasters and automatically 
disable Crash Detection in those areas. But that would be way less fun. 

European Union to Mandate USB-C in Electronic Devices by the End of 2024 
by JOSH CENTERS 

It’s finally official. After years of discussion and failed attempts to get the industry to standardize, the European Union has mandated that new 
rechargeable electronic devices sold in the EU must have USB-C charging ports by the end of 2024. The law applies to mobile phones, tablets, 
digital cameras, headphones and headsets, handheld videogame consoles, portable speakers, e-readers, keyboards, mice, portable navigation systems, 
and earbuds, and it will extend to laptops in early 2026. The new law’s goal is to encourage more reuse of chargers and reduce electronic waste. 

The general assumption is that this legislation will cause Apple to redesign iPhones—and iPads, AirPods charging cases, Apple TV Remotes, and 
all other Lightning-based products— to use USB-C instead of Lightning. Mark Gurman reported in May 2022 that Apple is already testing 
iPhones with USB-C ports and is pondering an adapter for existing Lightning-based accessories. And it’s somewhat unlike Apple to support three 
different wired charging technologies: Lightning, USB-C, and MagSafe. We don’t know if MagSafe will be allowed to continue past 2026, given that 
Apple laptops can also charge over USB-C. One thing is clear: the rule will not apply to products put on the market before the date the rule is ap-
plied in each country, so Apple would still be able to sell older Lightning-based products even after switching new ones to USB-C. 

 
Read original article 

https://www.cagreatamerica.com/rides-experiences/railblazer
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220930IPR41928/long-awaited-common-charger-for-mobile-devices-will-be-a-reality-in-2024
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-05-13/apple-plans-to-change-iphone-charging-port-to-meet-new-eu-law
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-05-13/apple-plans-to-change-iphone-charging-port-to-meet-new-eu-law
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220930IPR41928/long-awaited-common-charger-for-mobile-devices-will-be-a-reality-in-2024
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Ventura Bug Disables Real-Time Security Software 
by ADAM ENGST 

Thomas Reed reports on the Malwarebytes Labs blog that a bug in macOS 13.0 Ventura blocks the real-time protection feature of Malware-
bytes. The bug also affects other security software that requires Full Disk Access permissions. Apple is aware of the problem and says it will be fixed in 
macOS 13.1. In the meantime, Reed provides a simple set of steps for rescinding and resetting the Full Disk Access permissions for any affected 
software. Alternatively, just run scans in Malwarebytes or similar apps manually. We generally do not recommend the real-time protection features of 
anti-malware software because of performance and other user experience hits, but corporate security policies may not give you any leeway. 

Read original article 

Apple Raises the Price of Apple Music, Apple TV+, and Apple One 
by JOSH CENTERS 

9to5Mac reports that Apple is raising the price of its media subscription services by $1–$3 per month in the United States, with commensurate 
changes coming to other countries. 9to5Mac wrote: 

Apple said the increase in Apple Music subscription price was due to increased licensing costs. The company said artists and songwriters will earn 
more per stream as a result of the pricing tier changes. Regarding Apple TV+, the company said the increased price reflects the growing catalog of 
original TV shows and movies. 

For Apple Music, the new pricing is as follows: 
• $10.99 monthly for individuals ($1 increase) 
• $109 per year for individuals ($10 increase) 
• $16.99 monthly for families ($2 increase) 
The Apple Music Voice plan remains priced at $4.99 per month (see “Apple Music Voice Plan Is a Bargain If You’re OK Using Siri,” 3 January 

2022), and the Apple Music Student plan increased to $5.99 per month earlier this year. 
For Apple TV+, the prices are now: 
• $6.99 per month ($2 increase) 
• $69 per year ($20 increase) 
For the Apple One bundle that includes Apple Music, Apple TV+, Apple Arcade, and iCloud+ (along with Apple News+ and Apple Fitness+ in 

the Premier plan), you’ll now pay: 
• $16.95 per month for individuals ($2 increase) 
• $22.95 per month for families ($3 increase) 
• $32.95 per month for the Premier plan ($3 increase) 
The price increases are small and not entirely unexpected, given rampant inflation, but we hope Apple doesn’t raise them again. 
Read original article 

Third-Generation Apple TV 4K Boasts More Storage for Lower Prices 
by JOSH CENTERS 

The Apple TV hardware may seem like Apple’s forgotten stepchild, but the company has now updated the Apple 
TV 4K for the second year in a row. The device is largely the same black box and Siri Remote, but there are some slight 
differences that make for the best Apple TV lineup we’ve seen since Apple rebooted the lineup in 2015. 

The first major difference is that the new Apple TV ships with an A15 Bionic processor. We were disappointed that 
last year’s long-overdue update featured an ancient A12 Bionic chip, so this is a welcome improvement. The A15 Bion-
ic was introduced with the iPhone 13 line and continues on in the iPhone 14 and iPhone 14 Plus, so the Apple TV 4K 
finally has an up-to-date processor. 

Apple has slashed Apple TV prices by $50 while doubling the storage. The third-generation Apple TV 4K starts at 
$129 with 64 GB of storage, down $50 from $179 for 32 GB of storage in the past two generations. There is also a 
128 GB model for $149, which is again $50 cheaper than the previous 64 GB top-tier model. And unlike past Apple 
TV 4K models, which were distinguished only by their storage space, the higher-end model is worth considering this 
time because it includes a Gigabit Ethernet port and support for the Thread home networking protocol, while the base 

Mac Software News
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model does not. 

Both second-generation models supported Ethernet and Thread, but given that the higher-end Apple TV 4K in this year’s lineup is cheaper than 
last year’s base model, there’s nothing to complain about there. 

Another slight but important change: the Siri Remote is now in its third generation, with the only change being a switch from Lightning to USB-
C, likely signaling a shift away from Lightning across the entire Apple product line (see “European Union to Mandate USB-C in Electronic De-
vices by the End of 2024,” 4 October 2022). You can buy the new Siri Remote by itself today for $59. 

It’s also worth noting that Apple has finally dropped the completely pointless Apple TV HD. It was embarrassing that Apple was still selling a non-
4K home entertainment device in 2021, particularly at an uncompetitive $149. 

While none of these changes will alter the overall Apple TV experience for most users, this is a much better Apple TV lineup, with modern proces-
sors, more storage, and better prices. There’s little reason to upgrade from an existing Apple TV that meets your needs, but if you’re replacing a much 
older device or buying into the Apple TV ecosystem to start, the lower prices make the decision easier. You can order the new Apple TV 4K models 
today, and they’ll ship and be in stores on 4 November 2022. 

Explaining and Resolving the Adobe/Pantone Color Quarrel 
by ADAM ENGST   
If you work with color in the publishing world, you may have heard about how a licensing dispute between Adobe and Pantone has resulted in 

Pantone Color Books being phased out of Adobe Creative Cloud apps, starting with updates to Illustrator, InDesign, and Photoshop released 
after 16 August 2022. After November 2022, only three Pantone Color Books will remain: Pantone + CMYK Coated, Pantone + CMYK Uncoat-
ed, and Pantone + Metallics Coated. 

To access all other Pantone Color Libraries, Creative Cloud users must purchase a $59.99 per year ($7.99 per month) Pantone Connect license 
and access the libraries through the generally unpopular Pantone Connect plug-in. For the most part, existing files should continue to work as be-
fore, although Adobe offers details of how files in Illustrator, InDesign, and Photoshop may be affected. 

A possible workaround may come from the FREETONE color palette plug-in from Stuart Semple of Culture Hustle. The plug-in provides 
1280 “Pantone-ish” colors that Semple says are nearly indistinguishable from Pantone colors. It’s available for free to anyone who doesn’t work for or 
with Adobe or Pantone. 

If you find all this as confusing as we do, turn to Dan Vincent’s The Adobe and Pantone Color Apocalypse: Frequently Asked Questions post 
on his Userlandia blog and podcast. 

Matter Is Here, but Does It Matter Right Now? 
by JOSH CENTERS 

One of the big headaches of home automation is the assortment of walled gardens that have filled the space. Apple has its HomeKit ecosystem, 
Google has Google Home, and Amazon has Alexa. If you prefer Apple’s Home app for consolidating your home automation gizmos, you have to 
evaluate every product you purchase to make sure it works with HomeKit. And if you’re attracted to a device from a competing team, like a Google 
Nest thermostat, you have to weigh whether it’s worthwhile even without HomeKit integration. 

The industry recognized that this fragmentation was holding back the entire home automation market and came together to create the Connec-
tivity Standards Alliance—a consortium of all the major home automation players that seeks to tear down these walls so every home automation 
gadget can communicate. The solution is called Matter, and it’s finally here. Sort of. 

Matter launched at a big event in Amsterdam on 4 November 2022, along with announcements about the first devices that will support it. 
Prior to the event, Apple rebuilt the Home app from scratch for iOS 16, iPadOS 16, and macOS 13 Ventura to support Matter. 

The vision? A new world of seamless home automation integration in which you can use any accessory with any ecosystem. 
The reality right now? 

• The new Home app is flaky and unreliable. Devices are often unreachable, automations don’t trigger, and sometimes devices do random things. 
• Apple says this will be fixed with the iOS 16.2 round of updates thanks to a new home automation backend, but it won’t be backward compatible 

with older Apple operating systems, so not everyone will be able to update to that new backend immediately. 
• Not just any device will support Matter. Some of your existing devices will become Matter-compatible with a software update. Others you’ll have 

to replace. 
• Few devices from major vendors currently support Matter, though that will soon change. 
• You’ll need a Thread border router like a HomePod mini or second- or third-generation Apple TV 4K. Older HomeKit hubs don’t qualify. 

I’m optimistic that Matter will be tremendous in the long run, given its wide industry backing. However, I don’t think it’s something to get too 
excited about just yet. Let those of us on the cutting edge put it through its paces, and I think Matter will naturally fall into place over time. 

What Will Work with Matter 
An official launch needs actual products, and Matter has those, but supported product categories are currently limited to: 
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• Lights 
• Plugs 
• Switches 
• Thermostats 
• Shades 
• Sensors 
• Locks 
• Media Devices (like TVs) 

The Matter team is working on support for other popular devices, like security cameras and robot vacuums. Again, Matter support is a long-term 
project that’s still in progress. Matter expects to roll out new device categories every six months. 

There are already 190 Matter-certified products. One of the more notable vendors is Eve (which sponsored my book Take Control of Apple 
Home Automation). Until now, Eve has focused exclusively on HomeKit, but it will release optional Matter-enabling firmware updates on 12 De-
cember 2022 to the Thread-capable versions of the Eve Energy, Eve Door & Window, and Eve Motion. Other current products will be updated 
over the next year. Unfortunately, since Thread support is required, older models won’t be updated to take advantage of Matter. 

The Matter firmware updates for Eve devices are optional because they cannot be reversed. Initially, updating devices also would have meant losing 
some features, but Eve quietly resolved that problem with the iOS 16.1 update. 

Another issue related to updating Eve devices is that Matter support requires a Thread border router. If you already have a HomePod mini or a 
second- or third-generation Apple TV 4K, you’re golden, but an older HomeKit hub (like an iPad or a HomePod) won’t work. Recent Nest Hubs 
and routers, and recent Eero mesh routers can also act as a Thread border router. 

In Q1 2023, Philips Hue hubs will receive an update to support Matter. The nice thing about the Hue architecture is only the hub needs an 
update; the individual lights do not. However, the move to Matter will leave behind some products, like the Hue Play and the Hue Tap Dial Switch. 

My advice for now is to resist all optional Matter updates until the spec has more time to mature and you have time to evaluate which of your de-
vices will be supported. 

I’ve received several questions about when I will update Take Control of Apple Home Automation. Given the major changes to HomeKit and 
the Home app, I need to do that soon, but I’m still wrapping my head around what Matter means for HomeKit. I’ve been waiting for that answer 
for over a year, and it’s still not entirely clear. We now know some specifics, like what Matter support requires and which vendors will be first to mar-
ket. But much of that is still largely theoretical until I can start testing devices and see where the pain points lie. I hope to have something out by the 
end of 2022. 

OneWorld 65 Combines International Adapter with 65W USB-C Charger 
by ADAM ENGST 

Tonya and I recently traveled to Greece on vacation, and while the trip itself devolved into a tale of COVID-
driven woe for me, it did give me a chance to test some new gear: the OneWorld 65 International Adapter 
with 65W Charger from OneAdaptr. 

For the past few years, I’ve been using a Saunorch International Travel Power Adapter that provided a univer-
sal AC socket with four USB-A charging ports, all in a colorful little cube that could extend plugs to fit into 
US, UK, European, and Australian power outlets (see “UK Travel Tips: Giffgaff for Cellular and Apple Pay 
for Transit,” 15 June 2018). It worked fine but felt increasingly dated as more of our devices rely on USB-C. 

  The OneWorld 65 is a product in much the 
same vein, but with even more power and 
flexibility. It too features built-in plugs that you 
extend using sliders that support US, UK, Eu-
ropean, and Australian outlets. In a clever bit of 
transforming, it combines the US and Aus-
tralian plug types, allowing the two metal blades to rotate slightly to fit angled Aus-
tralian jacks. I had no trouble using it in both US and European outlets, although it’s 
heavy enough that it sometimes felt like it might fall off the wall (but it never did).    
The plugs retract into the cube so you can toss it into a laptop bag without worrying 
about poking anything. 
  As far as charging ports go, along with the universal AC socket on the front, it fea-
tures two USB-A ports and two USB-C ports on the bottom, plus a third USB-C 
port on the side. The universal AC socket supports 100–250V at 10A for up to 
2500 watts. The USB-C ports on the bottom can provide up to 15 watts, and the 
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USB-A ports are good for up to 12 watts. The real win is that the side-mounted USB-C port is a 65-watt Power Delivery charging port that worked 
well to charge my MacBook Air directly, letting me leave its bulky power adapter at home. 

The OneWorld 65 can charge six devices at once, although if I’m reading the specs right, the USB-C PD port will drop down to a max of 45 watts 
at that point. We didn’t have any devices with us that needed to plug into a regular AC outlet, but simultaneously charging five USB devices worked 
perfectly. I can’t say if the MacBook Air charged more slowly when other devices were attached since it was all happening overnight anyway. 

While the mix of port types made things a little easier, we still had to fuss to plug everything in. Our Apple Watch chargers are still USB-A, but we 
now have USB-C to Lightning cables for our iPhones and AirPods cases. And Tonya’s iPad Air and my MacBook Air both need USB-C cables. It all 
worked out, though I once used a tiny USB-A to USB-C adapter to get an older Lightning cable to work as well. 

Although the OneWorld 65 feels a little chunky compared to my previous power adapter, it’s reasonably sized, given that it’s also a 65W charger. 
That’s possible thanks to gallium nitride technology, which is all the rage because it enables the creation of smaller, more efficient, and cooler charg-
ers. 

My only real criticism of the OneWorld 65 is its blue LED, which is 
bright in dark hotel rooms. Tonya detests such LEDs, so whenever we 
travel, she’s constantly draping clothes over whatever items in the room 
emit light. I was particularly pleased with myself when I found 
LightDims Black Out Edition on Amazon. For about $7, you get 
over 100 light-blocking vinyl stickers in various sizes that you can use 
to cover annoying LEDs (other types merely reduce the light level). 
They’re reusable and don’t leave a sticky residue, unlike the Band-Aids 
that Tonya pasted over the previous adapter. She loves the stickers, but 
unfortunately, the OneWorld 65’s LED is positioned such that light 
leaks out the USB-A ports as well, where it’s impossible to block. Back 
to draping clothes over it at night. 

The OneWorld 65 costs $69, which seems like a fair price. You can 
find both comparable chargers and international adapters for less, but 
the combination of a 65-watt gallium nitride charger and an in-
ternational power adapter that can charge up to six devices at once is 
unusual. I’m planning to use it regularly rather than just when we trav-
el—it’s just as functional as one of Apple’s chargers, the extra USB charging ports are useful, and it even works fine with the magnetic charging nub-
bins for my pre-MagSafe MacBook Air (see “Are Cheap MagSafe-Like Adapters for USB-C Worthwhile?,” 4 March 2021). 

Preview in Ventura Drops Support for PostScript and Encapsulated PostScript Files 
by ADAM ENGST 

In a somewhat disappointing development, Apple has dropped support for PostScript and Encapsulated PostScript files in macOS 13 Ventu-
ra’s version of Preview. The company did not offer a reason why, although it’s not inconceivable that it was for security reasons. In 2017, Microsoft 
turned off support for EPS in the Windows versions of Office apps due to vulnerabilities in the EPS format. 

PostScript is a page description language for print publishing, first developed by Adobe in 1982, and it was a key part of the rise of desktop pub-
lishing. Because PostScript programs could be processor-intensive, actually rendering the page was beyond the capabilities of many computers of the 
time. (When it shipped, Apple’s PostScript-capable LaserWriter, with its 12 MHz 68000 processor, was more powerful than the Macs of the time, 
which had only 8 MHz 68000 processors.) To make working with PostScript files easier, Adobe and Aldus, makers of PageMaker, developed the 
Encapsulated PostScript file format in 1987, combining a PostScript program with a low-resolution preview of the content. EPS was a popular 
format for the print industry for some years, until PDF supplanted it in the 1990s. 

Neither PostScript nor EPS is used much today, but if you still need to view and convert files in either format, Apple suggests that apps that can 
work with .ps and .eps files are available “in the App Store and elsewhere.” 

Happily, you don’t need to resort to the slim and dubious pickings in the Mac App Store (the apps we found had 2.7 and 2.8 stars). Adobe Illus-
trator can open both .ps and .eps files, as can the venerable GraphicConverter. Developer Michael Tsai also recommends two apps: EagleFiler 
and Skim, the latter of which is the most similar to Preview. 

If you just need to convert an occasional file, there are numerous Web-based conversion tools, including CloudConvert, which handles both for-
mats (among many others) and provides up to 25 conversions per day for free. 

So although it’s too bad that Apple chose to drop support for these files in Preview in Ventura, it shouldn’t be difficult for those who still work with 
the formats to develop alternative workflows. 

https://www.howtogeek.com/509209/what-is-a-gan-charger-and-why-will-you-want-one/
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B009WSN8PK/?tag=tidbitselectro00
https://tidbits.com/2021/03/04/are-cheap-magsafe-like-adapters-for-usb-c-worthwhile/
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT213250
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/support-for-eps-images-has-been-turned-off-in-office-a069d664-4bcf-415e-a1b5-cbb0c334a840?ui=en-us&rs=en-us&ad=us
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/support-for-eps-images-has-been-turned-off-in-office-a069d664-4bcf-415e-a1b5-cbb0c334a840?ui=en-us&rs=en-us&ad=us
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/PostScript
https://www.adobe.com/creativecloud/file-types/image/vector/eps-file.html
https://www.adobe.com/products/illustrator.html
https://www.adobe.com/products/illustrator.html
https://www.lemkesoft.de/en/products/graphicconverter/
https://mjtsai.com/blog/2022/10/27/preview-drops-support-for-postscript-files/
https://c-command.com/eaglefiler/
https://skim-app.sourceforge.io/
https://cloudconvert.com/
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Membership Application Form 
Membership entitles you to access to our online forums, participation in prize drawings, and access to the bar-
gains in the members area of the SMMUG website at www. smmug.org. SMMUG renewal membership dues 
($30) apply to the calendar year and are paid each December for the following year. Use the following table for 
NEW MEMBERSHIP ONLY: 

 JAN 1 to MAR 31 - $30.00  APR 1 to JUN 30 - $20.00  
  JUL 1 to SEPT 30 - $15.00  OCT 1 to DEC 31 - $10.00 

Please Print Clearly!     Today’s Date  

Name 
 Street Address 
 City/State/ZIP 

 Home Telephone 
 E-mail Address

Have you previously been a member of SMMUG? 
How did you learn about SMMUG? 

Make your check payable to:  SMMUG   
Then mail or give this form and your check to:

SMMUG, Inc.    
2100 Wood Avenue 
Colorado Springs, CO 80907-6718 

Please make an online account for me. 
User Name _______________

Don’t make an online account for me. I 
do not want one or I already have one.

Business Telephone 

About Us 

The Silicon Mountain Macintosh User Group, Inc. (a nonprofit educational corporation) was formed in Colorado Springs, Col-
orado in 1985, and is one of the oldest Macintosh User Groups in the United States. SMMUG, Inc. is dedicated to helping 
members enjoy and learn about their Macintosh computer, iPhone and iPad devices. 

Club membership is open to everyone and you are cordially invited to visit our free monthly General Meeting on the second 
Monday of each month, at 7:00 PM. For those new to the Macintosh, we have a Question & Answer session at 6:00 PM, where 
our collective expertise can help answer your questions.  

All members receive a monthly newsletter, published on our web site, see great reviews of software and hardware, or can partici-
pate in the monthly door prize drawing. Each member gets one vote during annual Officer Elections. No corporate memberships 
are granted. 

Our officers are volunteers and receive no pay. All funds raised are used for the cost of operating the club and its meetings. 

http://www.smmug.org

