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Reduce Distractions with Notification 
Summaries 

by JOSH CENTERS 

Do you find yourself continually pinged and buzzed by iPhone apps that just have to notify you of 
something? If that annoys you—but you do want to see most notifications eventually—iOS 15 and iPa-
dOS 15 have introduced new features to help tame the constant stream. One of those features is Notif-
ication Summary, which bundles notifications into summaries so you are not bothered throughout the 
day and don’t miss any. 

Here are some examples of what notification summaries look like, which can change depending on 
how many notifications are in the summary. Apple also tweaked the design a bit in iOS 15.2 (see “Apple 
Releases iOS 15.2, iPadOS 15.2, macOS 12.1 Monterey, watchOS 8.3, and tvOS 15.2,” 13 Decem-
ber 2021). If there are too many notifications in a summary, iOS shrinks it down to the size of a standard 

notification, and you can expand it with a tap. 
Be sure to read “A Quick Primer on Time Sensitive Notifications” (13 December 2021) if you 

haven’t already because it’s a foundational concept for notification summaries. Time Sensitive notifications 
appear immediately and won’t be included in a notification summary. However, not every app supports 
Time Sensitive notifications. 

How to Create Notification Summaries 
You create and manage notification summaries in Settings > Notifications > Scheduled Summary. The 
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Notification summary with previews (left), collapsed notification summary (middle), 
notification summary expanded (right)
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The Saturday SMMUG Special Interest Group 
(SIG) will meet from 10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon, 
Saturday, Jan 8, 2022, via a ZOOM video confer-
ence. FYI: An email containing the the Meeting ID 
and password will be sent to all members. 

The meeting will be divided in to two parts. The 
First part starting at 10:00 will focus on Disk Utility 
and Backup. Starting at 11:00 it will focus on iOS, 
helping everyone become both comfortable and 
proficient with their iPhone, iPad, and iPod mobile 
devices.  

All are invited, but new users are especially encour-
aged to attend this meeting. Bring your tips and 
tricks, questions and suggestions.  

Go to: https://www.smmug.org/meeting-info 
to find the instructions for attending our ZOOM 
meetings. 

For more information about Special Interest 
Groups (SIGs), go to the SMMUG website. 

Scan this QR code to be taken to our SM-
MUG web site

ADVERTISING 
You can advertise your business or service 
through the Silicon Summit. 

RATES  
Per inch   $10 
Quarter page   $15  
Half page   $25  
Full page   $50  
Insert                  $15 

A 10% discount is applied for ads that 
run two or more months, except for in-

serts. 

Sponsoring Memberships are also avail-
able to merchants who want to see their 
business name and address listed on the 
front page. Sponsoring Memberships are 
$100 for one year.

MEETING DATES 
  
Our regular monthly meetings are on the second 
Monday of every month. Upcoming meeting 
dates are as follows: 

January 10 
February14 
March 14 
April 11 
May 9 
June 13 
July 11 

August 8 
September 12 
October 10 

November 14 
December12

                                                                              

MISSED AN ISSUE? 

You can find the previous issues of the Sili-
con Summit posted in PDF format at the 
SMMUG website.

THIS MONTH AT SMMUG 

January 10, 2022
6:00 Q&A Session 
6:45 Networking Break 
7:00 Home Automation with Home Kit 
8:00 Adjourn 

Future Meetings: 
February: E-Mail services and clients
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Announcements 
January’s Presentation 
Automation systems can automate your home lighting and provide security by monitoring the inside and outside of your home. Lock & 
unlock your doors with smart door locks and capture security video with smart doorbells and small cameras. Automations can control 
inside temperature with smart thermostats, control entertainment systems and appliances – and more! 

January’s BIG year end Door Prize: 
Everyone who has paid their 2022 club dues by the January meeting will have a chance to win a $200 Smart Home System tai-
lored to the needs and desires of the winner. Plus, the winner will receive installation, configuration, and tech support from your 
President Jim. 

Club News
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first time you turn on the 
Scheduled Summary switch, 
it will walk you through 
screens that help you pick 
apps to include and when to 
display the summaries. If you 
skip the initial setup or want 
to tweak things later, return to 
Settings > Notifications > 
Scheduled Summary. 

The notification summary 
settings are simple. The 
Scheduled Summary switch 
lets you turn the entire feature 
on or off. So if you decide you 
don’t like notification sum-
maries at all, you can turn off 
that one setting instead of 
having to delete each sched-
uled summary individually. 

Underneath are two sections: Schedule and Apps In Summary. 
  Under the Schedule heading, you can add or remove notification summaries throughout the day. If 
you followed the setup prompts, you likely have summaries scheduled for 8 AM and 6 PM. Tap the 
red minus button and Delete to remove one, or tap Add Summary to add another one. Tap the 
time to change it. 
  Set as many or as few summaries as you want, although it’s best to start with one or two and add 
more once you’ve become accustomed to them. When the appointed time arrives, the summary 
appears in 
Notification 
Center. 
  Under Apps 
in Summary, 
you can select 
t h e a p p s 
whose notifi-
cations should 

be included in the summary. Two views are available here: apps 
sorted by the average number of notifications you receive per 
day from them and apps sorted alphabetically. I find the aver-
age notifications per day view more useful—there’s no reason 
to add an app to a notification summary if you seldom get 
notifications from it. In fact, I’d like to see Apple offer the daily 
average statistics in the main list of apps in Settings > Notifica-
tions so it would be easier to see which apps are chatty and 
quiet them entirely. 

Which apps should you put in a notification summary? The 
best apps to include are those that notify you often but never 
need an immediate reaction. 

A great example in the screenshot above is MeWe (a Face-
book competitor). I subscribe to a cryptocurrency group on 
MeWe that sends me several notifications per day. I want some 

Continued from page 1
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notifications, but not many, and none are urgent. So it’s perfect for a summary. Another good candidate is the podcast app Overcast. I like to know 
when new podcast episodes appear, but I don’t need to know immediately. 

Don’t include apps whose notifications may require immediate action. Twitter might be a good candidate for many people, but I like to respond 
quickly to people who communicate with me through direct messages. Similarly, I use Storm Shield to warn me of tornadoes and other nasty weath-
er, so I want those notifications immediately. 

Ideally, every developer whose apps generate a lot of notifications would let you specify granularly which notifications should be time-sensitive (such 
as Twitter direct messages rather than every like, retweet, and @-reply) so you could move their apps to a notification summary while still being noti-
fied of important happenings. Until that happens, though, it’s worth going through your apps and customizing your notification summaries so un-
necessarily chatty apps don’t distract you throughout the day.

Can’t wait for the next newsletter to see what the guys and gals at Joy of Tech are up to? Then simply go on over to their 
website and see past and current cartoons and other things

http://www.joyoftech.com/joyoftech/
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iOS, watchOS, & tvOS 
iOS Music and iTunes Store Apps Stumble over Deleted Tracks 

by DAVID C. 
Call me unusual, but I don’t keep any music on my iPhone—I have an iPod touch for that. In the not-too-distant past, the Music app on my 

iPhone would show no music, which is exactly what I want. 
But with my current iPhone running iOS 15.1.1, it’s not that 

straightforward. When I launch Music, it shows me all of the tracks 
I’ve purchased from the iTunes Store over the years. If I play one, it 
streams the music over the Internet. I would prefer that Music didn’t 
even show these tracks, but that’s another topic. What I want to share 
with you today is an interface oddity in Apple’s Music app for iOS. 

If I show one of these songs (that has not yet been downloaded to 
the iPhone) and tap the ••• button next to the track, there is a 
Download item, which downloads the song to my device. There’s 
also a down-pointing arrow button at the top-right corner of screens 
that list songs (playlists and albums) which will download everything 
on the list. After downloading a track, the root level of the Music app 
now shows a Downloaded category that contains the tracks that I’ve 
downloaded. So far, no problem—this all makes perfect sense and 
works as expected. 

Here’s where the issue starts. There are two different ways to delete 
a downloaded song: 
• I can tap the ••• button and choose Remove. That presents two 

options: Remove Download and Delete from Library. 
◦ Remove Download does what I want. It removes the 

downloaded file, leaving the song behind on the main library 
list. This is the state I was seeing before downloading the 
track—I can re-download it or play it via streaming. 

◦ Delete from Library 
removes the download 
and deletes the entry from 
the library. It is no longer 
available anywhere. 

• I can also swipe left on the track 
and tap the trash icon. This is 
the equivalent of Delete from 
Library but doesn’t give you any 
warning or confirmation re-
quest. This is nuts. Remember 
that I’m on the Downloaded 
screen. If I swipe to delete a 
track while on this screen, I 
would expect iOS to remove 
the download, not delete it 
from my library. 
What if I want to put the delet-

ed song back in my library? This is 
the crux of the issue. There doesn’t 
seem to be any mechanism in the 
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Music app to show me these deleted tracks so 
I can return them to my library. 

If I use the iTunes Store app to review my 
purchase history, the song isn’t there. If I 
search for it, I can find it (if it’s still available 
for purchase) with a Purchased tag where the 
price would have been, but tapping that tag 
does nothing. 

The tracks still exist on my Mac, so this 
Delete from Library action on the iPhone 
didn’t actually delete anything from my real 
library. Who knows what would have hap-
pened if I’d had iTunes Match running? 

I eventually figured out the problem. 
When the Music app does a Delete from 
Library, it actually hides the purchase in your 
iTunes Store purchase history. To make it 
reappear, you need to connect to the iTunes 
Store, go to your account settings, locate the 
list of hidden purchases, and unhide it. This 
should work in either iOS or macOS, but a 
bug in the iOS iTunes Store app means you 
need to do this from a Mac. 

If you use the iTunes Store app in iOS to 
view hidden purchases on the iPhone (dis-
concertingly difficult—from the Music 
screen, scroll all the way to the bottom, tap 
your Apple ID and then tap View Apple ID > 
Hidden Purchas-
es > Music > All 
Songs > Artist > 
Album), there is 
no button for 
Unhide associat-
ed with the 
tracks. The hid-
den purchases all 
have individual 
Download but-
tons, and there is 
a top-level Un-
hide All button 
for the album. If 
you tap Unhide 
All, the Music 
app downloads all 
t h e h i d d e n 
tracks, but—as I 
later found out
—they remain 
hidden in your 
iTunes Store 
purchase history. 
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Additionally, at least in my testing, it is not possible to remove the song’s downloaded audio from the iOS Music app without re-deleting the song 

from your library. If you tap the ••• button next to the song, you will see that the Remove menu item has been replaced with Delete from Library, 
which deletes the song from your library again. 

If, however, you use Music or iTunes on the Mac to view your account and its hidden purchases, you’ll see an Unhide button associated with each 
hidden purchase. (To get to 
this spot, select iTunes Store 
in the sidebar—which may 
require making it visible in 
Music > Preferences > Gen-
eral > Show > iTunes Store
—click the small gray Ac-
count link on the right side, 
and click the small blue 
Manage link under the 
Downloads and Purchases / 
Hidden Purchases section.) 

If you click that Unhide 
button, the track will reap-
pear in the iOS Music li-
brary (and disappear from 
the iOS iTunes Store app’s 
Hidden Purchases list). If 
you had previously down-
loaded the track (perhaps as a part of trying to unhide it using the iOS iTunes Store app), it will once again have the Remove menu item, enabling 
you to either remove the download or delete the song from your library. 

While I’m sure most people aren’t encountering this behavior in Music, I’m sure I’m not the only one who has been confused by it. Hopefully, this 
article will help those searching for a solution. 

Perhaps we shouldn’t be surprised that the Music app in iOS has less flexibility than its macOS counterpart, but it’s still disappointing that the easy 
swipe-to-delete gesture in iOS Music leads the user into a situation that’s impossible to reverse without switching platforms. 

Apple Releases iOS 15.2, iPadOS 15.2, macOS 12.1 Monterey, watchOS 8.3, and tvOS 15.2 
by JOSH CENTERS 

It’s another manic Monday, with Apple releasing iOS 15.2, iPadOS 15.2, macOS 12.1 Monterey, watchOS 8.3, tvOS 15.2, and HomePod Soft-
ware 15.2. While watchOS 8.3, tvOS 15.2, and HomePod Software 15.2 are minor updates, iOS 15.2, iPadOS 15.2, and macOS 12.1 Monterey 
bring major new features, some of which were delayed from their initial releases. These are sufficiently significant updates that we strongly recom-
mend waiting for at least a week to see if major problems crop up. 

As has become standard practice for Apple, these updates generally provide the same features throughout. In fact, the most significant change in 
macOS 12.1 Monterey is the delayed support for SharePlay, which appeared in the previous set of updates for the rest of the operating systems. We’ll 
focus on the shared features first, and then touch on more 
focused changes and bug fixes. 

You can install iOS 15.2 (899.1 MB on an iPhone 13 Pro) 
and iPadOS 15.2 (588 MB on a 10.5-inch iPad Pro) in Set-
tings > General > Software Update. macOS 12.1 Monterey is 
advertised in System Preferences > Software Update as a 2.36 
GB update (on an M1-based MacBook Air that proceeded 
to download 3.17 GB—why the discrepancy?). 

App Privacy Report 
iOS 15.2 and iPadOS 15.2 introduce the long-promised 

App Privacy Report, which helps you keep tabs on apps that are keeping tabs on you, itemizing which domains those apps contact and what device 
data they access. You must turn it on manually in Settings > Privacy > App Privacy Report. My guess is that logging all of this data might impact 
battery life, which is why it’s not on by default. 

https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT212788
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT212789


9App Privacy Report has four main sections: Data & Sensor Access, App Network Activity, Website Network Activity, and Most Contacted Do-
mains, and all of them let you drill in to see details. It’ll be interesting to see if the data revealed by the report helps users understand what’s happening 
and change their behavior or lobby for less intrusive tracking with 
developers. 

Digital Legacy 
Another long-promised feature that has arrived in iOS 15, iPa-

dOS 15, and macOS 12.1 Monterey is Digital Legacy, which en-
ables you to designate someone to have access to your Apple data in 
the event of your death, including photos, emails, and notes. 

To set it up on an iPhone or iPad, go to Settings > Your Name > 
Password & Security > Legacy Contact, and tap Add Digital Con-
tact to get started. In Monterey, we would expect that you’d go to 
System Preferences > Apple ID > Password & Security, but there’s 
nothing about Legacy Contact there. Follow the instructions to 
add a legacy contact, which will involve notifying them via Mes-
sages and sharing an access key that will automatically be stored in 
their Apple ID settings, assuming they accept. You can also print 
the access key in the form of a QR code, which enables you to 
share with someone who’s not using Apple’s latest operating systems 
and to keep a copy for your executor, just in case. Store it in a safe 
place alongside your will and other important papers! Upon your 
death, your legacy contact will have to provide Apple with that key 
and a copy of your death certificate to access your accounts and 
retrieve your data from 
Apple. 

Hide My Email 
in Mail 

The Hide My 
Email feature lets you 
generate alternate 
email addresses that 
forward mail to your 
real address and that 
you can delete at any 
time (see “Cut Down 
on Junk Mail with 
iCloud+’s Hide My 
Email,” 21 October 
2021). You can now generate those addresses on your iPhone or iPad when composing a mes-
sage in Mail by tapping the “Cc/Bcc, From:” field once to reveal the From field and then tap-
ping the From field. Choose Hide My Email from the list. Hide My Email is also now avail-
able in Mail on the Mac. 

iPad: Customize or Disable Quick Note 
iPadOS 15 added the Quick Note feature, which lets you swipe from the lower-right corner 

of the screen to bring up a window that lets you quickly draft a note. I’ve recently been track-
ing complaints that the gesture is an annoyance, especially for those who don’t use Notes or in 
games where you’re often swiping wildly at the screen. I hadn’t written anything yet because I 
was hoping Apple would let us disable it in the next major update. (In macOS 12 Monterey, 
Quick Note is a hot-corner action and is thus easy to configure or disable.) 

Not only has Apple provided an option to disable the Quick Note gesture, it has also made 
it completely customizable. Go to Settings > General > Gestures, where you can customize 
both the Left Corner Swipe and the Right Corner Swipe, with options to take a screenshot, 
bring up Quick Note, or disable the swipe entirely. 

https://tidbits.com/2021/10/21/cut-down-on-junk-mail-with-iclouds-hide-my-email/
https://tidbits.com/2021/10/21/cut-down-on-junk-mail-with-iclouds-hide-my-email/
https://tidbits.com/2021/10/21/cut-down-on-junk-mail-with-iclouds-hide-my-email/
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If the screenshot gesture doesn’t work at first with your finger, try turning Allow Finger to Swipe From Corner off and back on—that fixed it for 

us. 

Child Safety Features 
Back in August, Apple created an uproar when it announced features that would use on-device processing to detect CSAM uploaded to iCloud 

and to detect what it called “sensitive” material being sent or received using Messages on children’s devices (see “FAQ about Apple’s Expanded Pro-
tections for Children,” 7 August 2021). After copious backlash, Apple delayed those features (see “Apple Delays CSAM Detection Launch,” 3 
September 2021). 

Apple has now implemented a reconceived version of the Messages feature, known as Communication Safety. You can enable it in Settings > 
Screen Time > Child’s Name > Communication Safety. 

Originally, Apple planned the feature to have two aspects: 
• If enabled by a parent, for any child 17 and under, Messages would warn the kid about sending or receiving sexual or sensitive images and offer 

them an opportunity to back out. 
• Parents could choose to receive an alert that kids 12 and under had sent or viewed such images. 

Apple has now dropped the parental notification part of Communication Safety entirely due to concerns about it exacerbating abusive situations. 
In the release version, Apple changed the language to use “naked” and “nude” everywhere, explaining that those terms refer to body parts typically 

covered by swimsuits. This seemed to be an attempt to turn down the temperature in case pictures were identified incorrectly as sexual or “sensitive,” 
and potentially to match more photos so that kids will need to think more broadly about the images they send. It’s also far easier to use machine 
learning to recognize nudity accurately than images that might be “sexual” in nature. 

iOS 15.2 and iPadOS 15.2 also feature what Apple calls “expanded guidance” in Siri, 
Spotlight, and Safari search. We figure this means Apple will present children with a 
warning if they search for naughty things. 

Redesigned Notification Summaries 
Not mentioned in the release notes are redesigned notification summaries. We haven’t 

covered notification summaries in TidBITS yet, but I describe them in Take Control of 
iOS 15 and iPadOS 15. Basically, you can bundle unimportant notifications together so 
that you receive them only a few times a day instead of being barraged by a constant 
stream of alerts. 

Apple has now redesigned those summaries. Previously, they were smaller and arranged 
in a grid. Now they’re presented on larger, more colorful cards that overlap. 

Parts and Service History 
Also not mentioned in the release notes is a new Parts and Service History section in 

Settings, discovered by MacRumors. If you have had any parts replaced on your iPhone, 
you can view that in Settings > General > About. Under Parts and Service History, it will 

https://tidbits.com/2021/08/07/faq-about-apples-expanded-protections-for-children/
https://tidbits.com/2021/08/07/faq-about-apples-expanded-protections-for-children/
https://tidbits.com/2021/09/03/apple-delays-csam-detection-launch/
https://www.takecontrolbooks.com/ios-15-ipados-15/?pt=TidBITS
https://www.takecontrolbooks.com/ios-15-ipados-15/?pt=TidBITS
https://www.macrumors.com/2021/12/08/ios-15-2-parts-and-service-history/
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list any replaced parts and whether or not they’re genuine Apple parts. 

This feature is most useful if you’re buying a used device. You can now easily tell if someone bought a broken iPhone and fixed it up with cheap 
parts. 

Apple Music Voice Plan 
With this round of operating system updates, Apple has launched the Apple Music Voice Plan, which may be Apple’s strangest service offering. 

Here’s the pitch: for $4.99 per month, you get complete access to the Apple Music library, with one major caveat: you must access all of it through 
Siri with no visual browsing allowed. There’s also no spatial or lossless audio. 

This is a perfect Apple Music tier for those who want a cheap music service on their HomePods but don’t care otherwise. It has a place and is a 
welcome benefit for those HomePod owners, but the lack of a visual interface is an odd restriction. 

You can sign up either through the Music app or by asking Siri to start your Apple Music Voice trial. 
Other Changes in iOS 15.2 and iPadOS 15.2 
Smaller feature changes in these releases include: 

• Better macro photo controls on the iPhone 13 Pro and iPhone 13 Pro Max 
• A new Store tab in the TV app makes it easier to buy and rent content 
• The new enhanced city view for Maps is now available in CarPlay 
• Find My can now locate an iPhone for up to 5 hours when it’s in Power Reserve 
• The Stocks app lets you see a ticker’s currency and track year-to-date performance 
• You can now delete and rename tags in Reminders and Notes 

Apple also calls out a handful of bugs that it fixed: 
• Siri not responding when VoiceOver is enabled and the iPhone or iPad is locked 
• ProRAW photos appearing overexposed in third-party apps 
• HomeKit scenes with a garage door not running from CarPlay when the iPhone is locked 
• CarPlay not updating Now Playing for certain apps 
• Video streaming apps not loading content on the iPhone 13 
• Calendar events showing the wrong day for Microsoft Exchange users 

iOS 15.2 and iPadOS 15.2 have 38 security updates. 

macOS 12.1 Monterey 
The big news in macOS 12.1 Monterey is the addition of FaceTime screen sharing and SharePlay. We still need to test these in Monterey, but in 

the meantime, you can read our existing coverage in “How to Use FaceTime Screen Sharing and SharePlay” (8 November 2021). We expect 
Monterey’s version to be very similar. 

Photos in macOS 12.1 also adds the new Memories design that debuted in iOS 15 and iPadOS 15 and that Apple added in tvOS 15.2 (see below 
for details), but unfortunately with generic music instead of tracks from Apple Music. 

Most of the other features match those in the iOS 15.2 and iPadOS 15.2 updates. Those include: 
• Support for the Apple Music Voice Plan 
• Communications Safety features, accessible in System Preferences > Screen Time. Choose a child from the drop-down menu, Communications 

Safety from the sidebar, and then select Check for Sensitive Photos. 
• Digital Legacy support, though there doesn’t seem to be a setting in System Preferences 
• A Store tab in the TV app 
• Hide My Email support in Mail: click the From field when composing a message and choose Hide My Email 
• Ticker currency and year-over-year performance in Stocks 
• The capability to rename and delete tags in Reminders and Notes 

macOS 12.1 also fixes a few bugs: 
• The Desktop and Screen Saver preference pane going blank after picking custom photos 
• Unresponsive trackpads 
• External displays not charging Apple notebooks through Thunderbolt or USB-C 
• YouTube HDR videos causing kernel panics on 2021 MacBook Pro models 
• Menu bar items being obscured by the notch on 2021 MacBook Pro computers 
• MagSafe failing to charge 2021 16-inch MacBook Pro models when the lid is closed and the computer shut down 

macOS 12.1 includes 42 security fixes. 

https://www.apple.com/newsroom/2021/10/apple-introduces-the-apple-music-voice-plan/
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT212976
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT212585
https://tidbits.com/2021/11/08/how-to-use-shareplay/
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT212978
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watchOS 8.3 

The watchOS 8.3 update is 
pretty minor, with support for the 
Apple Music Voice Plan and 
recording app data and sensor 
access for the App Privacy Report. 
You must enable the App Privacy 
Report on the Apple Watch itself, 
in Settings > Privacy > App Privacy 
Report, after which you can see 
which apps have accessed your 
data or sensors in the past week 
and save the report to your 
iPhone, where it will be in the 
Watch app, in My Watch > Gen-
eral > Diagnostic Logs. watchOS 
8.3 also prevents notifications from interrupting Mindfulness sessions, which seems only polite. 

But wait a minute! The last update was watchOS 8.1, wasn’t it? Yes, it was—see “macOS 12 Monterey, iOS 15.1, iPadOS 15.1, watchOS 8.1, 
and tvOS 15.1 Arriving Next Week” (18 October 2021). It seems that Apple skipped version 8.2 entirely. 

The watchOS 8.3 update weighs in at 327 MB on an Apple Watch Series 4. You can find it in the Watch app in Settings > General > Software 
Update. To install the update, your Apple Watch must be on a charger and have at least a 50% charge. 

watchOS 8.3 has 25 security updates. 

tvOS 15.2 
tvOS 15.2 is surprisingly substantial. Along with support for the Apple Music Voice Plan and new Aerial screensavers of Iceland and Scotland, the 

redesigned Memories feature from iOS 15 has arrived in the tvOS Photos app. 
In short, the original Memories created an album based around a certain day or theme, generating a pre-rendered video of the photos in that al-

bum. The new Memories simplifies this, so it’s just a slideshow with music, without the clunky and enormous video as well. Another nice touch is 
that instead of generic music, it pulls potentially relevant tracks from Apple Music. It can work pretty well. For me, it created a Memory of a 2014 
Paul McCartney concert, selecting as the music Band on the Run from his band Wings. I’m not yet sure if tvOS Memories are as customizable as 
the ones in iOS 15, which I cover in Take Control of iOS 15 and iPadOS 15. 

The Store tab is also in the tvOS Apple TV app, which seems 
more relevant than having it in the iOS Apple TV app. 

tvOS 15.2 has 22 security updates. 

HomePod Software 15.2 
Last and least is HomePod Software 15.2, which adds support for the Apple Music Voice Plan and adds more languages to Siri. The 467.7 MB 

update will eventually install on its own, but you can force it to install right away by opening the Home app, tapping the Update button at the top of 
the screen, and then tapping Update or Update All. 

https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT212790
https://tidbits.com/2021/10/18/macos-12-monterey-ios-15-1-ipados-15-1-watchos-8-1-and-tvos-15-1-arriving-next-week/
https://tidbits.com/2021/10/18/macos-12-monterey-ios-15-1-ipados-15-1-watchos-8-1-and-tvos-15-1-arriving-next-week/
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT212975
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT207936
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4qdpWykfMnk
https://www.takecontrolbooks.com/ios-15-ipados-15/?pt=TidBITS
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT212980
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT208714
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LittleBITS
Apple Updates AirPods Firmware to 4C165 

by ADAM ENGST 
Apple has updated the firmware in the second-and third-generation AirPods, AirPods Pro, and AirPods Max to version 4C165. Previous 

firmware updates have both resolved and caused problems. Unfortunately, Apple doesn’t publish release notes for AirPod firmware, so there’s no 
way to know what it might do. The update should roll in automatically, but try these steps if you want to encourage it to install sooner. 

First, check to see if you need the firmware update. Make sure your AirPods are in their case and connected to your iPhone. Then go to Settings 
> General > About > AirPods, where you can see your firmware version. If it reads 4C165, your AirPods have already been updated. 

(If the AirPods menu item doesn’t appear, open the AirPods charging case, wait until the charge status alert appears at the bottom of the screen, 
and then check again. If you still don’t see the AirPods menu item in the Settings app, try selecting them in the Control Center media controls. If 
all else fails, make sure they’re connected in Set-
tings > Bluetooth.) 

Once you’re certain your AirPods are connect-
ed, you can close the case and put it in your pock-
et or keep it near your iPhone. There’s nothing 
more to do except wait. I wasn’t paying close at-
tention to when mine finally updated, but within 
20 minutes, the Settings app was showing the 
new firmware version. 

Let us know in the comments if firmware ver-
sion 4C165 fixes or causes any problems with 
your AirPods. 

https://tidbits.com/?s=airpods+firmware
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Unlocking the Commons and Extending the Gmail App 

by ADAM ENGST 
Now and then, I encourage a reader to ask for help in TidBITS Talk because I don’t know the answer to their question, and they express surprise 

that they’ve been reading TidBITS for years without ever checking out TidBITS Talk. It’s perhaps unsurprising—many people interact with Tid-
BITS solely via email, where they wouldn’t see the TidBITS Talk-hosted article comments that follow each article on the Web. (That said, every arti-
cle in the email issue does have a comment counter at the top so you can see the extent to which the article is being discussed.) 

To give you an idea of the popularity of TidBITS Talk, it’s currently receiving about 1300 posts per month and garnering about 220,000 page 
views each month. That may sound overwhelming, but the Discourse software does a good job of showing logged-in users what’s new and relevant. 
Even still, the best bits are often individual posts hidden within larger threads, and two of those are what I want to share today. 

TidBITS Memberships Help “Unlock the Commons” 
Thanks to Eng Aun Chen on TidBITS Talk for linking to the insightful essay “Unlocking the Commons” by Tim Carmody at Neiman Lab. In 

it, he points out that some sites fund themselves much like we do with TidBITS memberships, where donations are voluntary and enable TidBITS 
to remain free for everyone. But why do people contribute under such a model? He writes: 

Fans support the person and the work. But it’s not a transaction, a fee for service. It’s a contribution that benefits everyone. Free-riders aren’t just 
welcome; free-riding is the point. This, I think, is key to understanding the psychology of patronage…. 

I don’t just want my money to buy an object; I want it to support institutions and individuals I like, and I want it to support the common 
good…. 

This is one of the weird things about patronage. As a consumer, your first thought is to your own benefit. As a patron, it’s to the good of your ben-
eficiary. Likewise, as an artisan supported by patronage, you tend to think more about what’s best for your patrons and audience than you do your-
self. 

Well put, and Carmody’s pull quote nicely sums up the underlying motivation that I hear from many TidBITS members: 
The most powerful and interesting media model will remain raising money from members who don’t just permit but insist that the product be 

given away for free. 

Gmail iOS App Supports Non-Gmail Accounts 
In the “I Didn’t Know That!” category for the week, Doug Miller mentioned on TidBITS Talk that the Gmail iOS app now supports non-

Gmail email accounts. I’ve tried a bunch of email apps on the iPhone over the years, but none have stuck for me other than Gmail. I don’t like wait-
ing for email to load in Apple’s Mail, it was too easy to mark messages as read in Spark (so I wouldn’t see them on my Mac later), and all the other 
email apps I’ve tried have suffered from one problem or another. 

I don’t personally have any use for this feature since I forward mail from all my extra accounts to my main Gmail account, but many people do 
need to check multiple accounts and might prefer to do that in the Gmail app. The process turned out to be easy, with a few caveats. 
• Whenever I use an iCloud account for email, I prefer the mac.com domain variant. However, both that and the me.com domains threw a 

“Couldn’t open connection server” error, whereas icloud.com worked. 
• When I tried to set up an iCloud account, the Gmail app required that I create an app-specific password for it. It links you to the Apple ID site, 

and the process isn’t difficult, but it’s a somewhat fussy extra step. 
Here’s what the process looks like—click the screenshots to expand them. 

https://talk.tidbits.com/
https://talk.tidbits.com/t/tidbits-needs-your-continued-support-in-2022/17430/8?u=ace
https://www.niemanlab.org/2019/01/unlocking-the-commons/
https://tidbits.com/membership/benefits/
https://talk.tidbits.com/t/has-apple-mail-become-a-bit-messy/17363/9?u=ace
https://appleid.apple.com/
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Interestingly, screenshots now automatically refuse to display the contents of password fields, even when the password characters have been re-
placed by bullets. 

In very limited testing, it seems as though everything I’m accustomed to in the Gmail app works with an iCloud account much as it does with 
Gmail, with several exceptions: 
• Since we’re talking about IMAP here, you won’t have the instantaneous sync of a Gmail account. The default sync frequency is 15 minutes and is 

configurable for longer times. You can always use pull-to-refresh when you’re at the top of a mailbox list to load new messages. 
• Note that the Gmail app stores only a user-defined range of email from 1 to 90 days (the default is 30). Older messages won’t appear when you’re 

browsing, but searches occur on the server and do find messages that aren’t stored locally. 
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A Quick Primer on Time Sensitive Notifications 

by JOSH CENTERS 
Over the years, our devices have gotten noisy—we’re under 

a constant barrage of distracting notifications. That’s why 
Apple has introduced two features intended to tame them: 
Focus in iOS 15, iPadOS 15, and macOS 12 Monterey, 
which is a customizable update to Do Not Disturb, and 
Notification Summary in iOS 15 and iPadOS 15, which lets 
you bundle non-urgent notifications so you receive them only 
at set times throughout the day. 

Both features attempt to build a virtual wall between chatty 
apps and your easily distracted brain. But how do you make 
sure urgent notifications—like timely reminders and messages 
from loved ones—break through when you need them? 

Apple has introduced yet another new notification concept: 
Time Sensitive notifications. As the name suggests, they are 
time-sensitive and thus can bypass the restrictions of Focus 
and the Notification Summary. How do you set notifications 
to be Time Sensitive, and how do you keep apps from abus-
ing their privileges? 

When you first upgrade to iOS 15 or iPadOS 15, you may 
be prompted to allow certain apps as Time Sensitive, and you 
may be asked to allow Time Sensitive notifications when you 
install an app. You can also turn Time Sensitive Notifications 
on and off in Settings > Notifications > App Name, although 
only if the app in question offers them. Regardless of how you 
enable them, Time Sensitive notifications offer a prompt that 
lets you turn off the time-sensitivity or opt to leave it on. 

In Monterey, you control Time Sensitive notifications in System Pref-
erences > Notifications & Focus > Notifications. Select an app in the 
sidebar and enable or disable “Allow time sensitive alerts.” 

Not every app offers Time Sensitive notifications. If you don’t see the 
option in Settings, then it hasn’t been enabled for that app. 

We plan to delve more into Focus and Notification Summary soon. 
In the meantime, I cover all these new notification topics in Take Con-
trol of iOS 15 and iPadOS 15. 

EstraBITS 
Life360 Family Tracking App Is Selling Its Customers’ Precise Loca-
tion Data — The Life360 app lets subscribers see where their friends 
and family members are at all times, but unfortunately, the company is 
also selling access to that data to data brokers that repackage and resell it 
widely. 

Decorate Your MacBook Pro with Notchmeister — Notchmeister is a free utility that lights up your MacBook Pro’s notch when the pointer is 
hidden behind it. It even provides a genuine replacement notch if you don’t have a new MacBook Pro. 

Verizon Collecting Browsing Data On Users — If you’re a Verizon customer, the company has likely already enrolled you in its new “Custom 
Experience” data-collection scheme, but you can turn it off and delete the collected da

We would hyphenate or capitalize “time sensitive” in the 

Reuse governed by Creative Commons license. TidBITS has offered years of thoughtful commentary on Apple and Internet topics. For free 
email subscriptions and access to the entire TidBITS archive, visit www.tidbits.com. 

https://www.takecontrolbooks.com/ios-15-ipados-15/?pt=TidBITS
https://www.takecontrolbooks.com/ios-15-ipados-15/?pt=TidBITS
https://tidbits.com/2021/12/15/life360-family-tracking-app-is-selling-its-customers-precise-location-data/
https://tidbits.com/2021/12/15/life360-family-tracking-app-is-selling-its-customers-precise-location-data/
https://tidbits.com/2021/12/20/decorate-your-macbook-pro-with-notchmeister/
https://tidbits.com/2021/12/20/verizon-collecting-browsing-data-on-users/
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Reflections on a Year with HomeKit 
by ADAM ENGST 

Last year, I added more devices to our HomeKit setup with the Meross Smart WiFi Plug Mini outlets (as cheap as $10 each at Amazon, with a 
$5-off coupon if you click a checkbox), a Velux gateway for controlling some shades, and some Flic 2 buttons (see “HomeKit for the Holidays 
(And Home Troubleshooting Tips),” 15 January 2021). Since then, I’ve spent quite a few weekend hours replacing 16 light switches for our in-
ceiling and track lighting with either Meross’s Smart WiFi Single Pole Switches (about $21 at Amazon, with a $3-off coupon) or Smart WiFi 3 
Way Switches (about $25 at Amazon, with a $5-off coupon). When buying anything from Meross, be sure to get the HomeKit versions since the 
company also has versions that aren’t HomeKit-compatible. 

I won’t pretend that this was easy or for the faint of heart. Having grown up 
on a farm and watched my parents build their house, I’m pretty comfortable 
with tools and wiring and whatnot, but I’ve only dabbled with electrical work. 
Figuring out exactly how the switches were wired required experimentation in 
our somewhat interpretive circuit breaker box, a lot of staring at the cables in 
the switch boxes, reading Josh Centers’s Take Control of Apple Home Au-
tomation, and consulting Internet explanations that never looked like my 
wires. And while it’s easy to remove a switch, my old switches were smaller 
and had fewer wires than the Meross switches, so I always had to figure out 
how to integrate the extra ground and neutral wires into the thick bundles of 
copper in the switch box. I got good at cutting out crimp sleeves, stripping 
insulation, and putting it all back together with electrical wire nuts. The hard-
est part was getting everything to fit back into the box at the end. 

But oh, was it worth it! We now have five HomeKit “rooms” of lights that 
we can control individually, together, and via scenes and automations. Because 
I put the effort into the switches rather than the smart light bulbs, it’s still easy to control all the lights from physical switches, ensuring that anyone 
who visits won’t be confused or find themselves incapable of controlling the lights. We direct most of our commands to a HomePod—we have orig-
inal HomePods in the bedroom and dining room, and Tonya has a HomePod mini in her office—but of course, an Apple Watch or iPhone is also 
always ready to help. 

For us, controlling lights via Siri has become the standard. It’s not always successful—at times, talking to Siri is like giving directions to a toddler. 
Siri sometimes interprets “Turn on the wall lights” as “Turn on all lights,” which is a bit shocking, as every light in the house goes on. It took us a few 
tries to come up with unique names that made sense to us and didn’t confuse Siri. Plus, we have to be careful about how we speak: “It’s time to eat 
dinner” generates restaurant recommendations from the HomePod, whereas “It’s time for dinner” adjusts the lighting so we can eat. 

Let me explain what we’ve done. If you’ve been on the fence about home automation—I was for many years despite Josh’s urging—perhaps my 
experiences will convince you to give it a try. 

Scenes 
We have six HomeKit scenes—collections of light and outlet states that we enable manually throughout the day, usually prefixed in a Siri com-

mand with “It’s time to…” so it feels conversational. In chronological order: 
• Good Morning: This suggestion from Apple is actually our least-used scene because all it does is raise the shades in the bedroom and quietly play 

Ray Lynch’s Deep Breakfast, our favorite morning music. More often, we just tell Siri to raise the shades directly. 
• Cook: I added this scene in the late fall, when the shorter days mean that the house is pitch black when I leave my office to make dinner. Instead 

of fumbling for light switches and turning multiple lights on and then off again as I make my way downstairs, this scene turns on the necessary 
stairway light plus the kitchen and pantry lights I’ll need to cook. 

• Dinner: Tonya doesn’t like to eat dinner with unnecessary lights left on throughout the house. Instead of having to make the rounds to turn them 
all off before sitting down, the Dinner scene makes sure the light over the table is on and everything else is off. 

• Watch TV: After dinner, we turn on various lights to clean up and then settle down to watch TV, so once again, we want to make sure only the 
light behind the couch is on and everything else (particularly the stairway light that shines in our eyes) is off. 

• Good Night: This Apple suggestion was the first scene we configured way back when, so it’s what we use when going upstairs to bed. It turns off 
all the downstairs lights except those we need to navigate the stairs and turns on the bedroom and bathroom lights so we don’t have to fumble 

Macs & Mac Apps

https://www.meross.com/product/2/article/
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B084JHJBQT/?tag=tidbitselectro00
https://tidbits.com/2021/01/15/homekit-for-the-holidays-and-home-troubleshooting-tips/
https://tidbits.com/2021/01/15/homekit-for-the-holidays-and-home-troubleshooting-tips/
https://www.meross.com/product/23/article/
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B087P3DM42/?tag=tidbitselectro00
https://www.meross.com/product/24/article/
https://www.meross.com/product/24/article/
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0894KT8DC/?tag=tidbitselectro00
https://www.takecontrolbooks.com/apple-home-automation/?pt=TIDBITS
https://www.takecontrolbooks.com/apple-home-automation/?pt=TIDBITS
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deep_Breakfast
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with switches in the dark. It also 
turns on the electric mattress pad to 
warm up the bed—more on that in 
a bit. 

• Read in Bed: Finally, after we’ve 
brushed our teeth and gotten in bed 
to read, this scene turns off all the 
lights we’ve relied on to get upstairs 
and get ready for bed, leaving just 
the reading lights above the bed. It 
also turns off the electric mattress 
pad so we don’t overheat. 

Automations 
We don’t rely heavily on HomeKit 

automations, collections of light and 
outlet states that trigger based on time 
or some other variable. Instead, we usually activate accessories and scenes manually with voice commands. In part, that’s because we spend most of 
our time at home, so we seldom leave and return, much less do so on a schedule. Plus, the one problem we’ve never resolved is that we can’t add 
Tonya’s iCloud account to the “home,” which prevents us from creating automations that trigger when both of us leave the house, for instance. 
(Apple’s best guess, after much troubleshooting last year, was that she has too many devices associated with her iCloud account.) We do use three 
automations: 
• Sunrise: When the sun rises, the motorized shades in two of our three south-facing skylights go up so those rooms get light. The shades in the 

bedroom stay down so we get to decide when it should get bright as we’re waking up. 
• 30 Minutes after Sunset: A half-hour after sunset, this automation closes all the shades for extra insulation and turns on some tiny LED fairy 

lights we have in our dining room for ambiance. 
• Arrive Home at Night: This is our favorite automation. When I’m out and return home after dark, this automation automatically turns on all 

the lights necessary to get from the garage into the house, making it easy to come in with hands full without having to fumble for light switches. 
Now and then, HomeKit doesn’t realize I’ve arrived home right away, but most of the time, it’s cause for minor smugness. 

Electric Mattress Pad 
Here in upstate New York, it gets pretty cold in the winter, and since we heat our house with geothermal, which can’t raise the temperature of the 

old baseboard radiators upstairs as high as the previous propane-fired boiler could, our bedroom can be on the cool side. Flannel sheets and a down 
quilt make sleeping comfortable, but getting into a cold bed is never fun, and Tonya particularly dislikes it. For her birthday, I decided to solve that 
problem with an electric mattress pad and a Meross Smart Wi-Fi Plug Mini outlet. 

I did some research and found that many electric mattress pads aren’t compatible with smart outlets. It seems that they don’t activate at all or re-
member their temperature settings when they’re turned on by supplying power—as opposed to pressing their built-in power switch. The electric 
mattress pad I grew up with in the 1980s had a physical switch and a dial for temperature, but such simple controllers aren’t generally available. The 
best option I found was the Beautyrest Black Dual Zone Heated Mattress Pad, which advertises itself as compatible with smart outlets. Unfortu-
nately, it’s hard to find—the Amazon link above doesn’t have any available to order now, and while I was able to buy it at Costco back in September, 
it’s entirely unavailable there now. 

The Beautyrest Black Dual Zone Heated Mattress Pad works as advertised, providing a mode where it remembers its temperature settings when-
ever a smart outlet turns it on. (The only downside is the hard connectors that your feet can feel at the bottom of the bed.) As I mentioned, our 
Good Night scene turns it on automatically, but Tonya gleefully tells Siri to “Turn on the mattress” most nights when we finish watching TV. That 
adds a few more minutes of heating time and makes sure the sheets are toasty warm. Talk about a birthday present that keeps on giving! 

Two Siri Tips 
We occasionally come across new ways of using Siri, and since Apple doesn’t deign to share all the phrases that Siri knows, I figured this is as good a 

way to spread the word as any. 
• Tonya often sets an alarm on her iPhone when she needs to get up by a particular time in the morning. Turning such an alarm off can be a pain, 

though, and the other day I tested a hunch and told Siri to “Stop the alarm.” Siri on the HomePod asked if it should stop the alarm on “Big X,” 
which is the name of Tonya’s iPhone, and when I said yes, it did so. I was surprised, particularly since Tonya isn’t in our “home.” This hasn’t 
worked every time—sometimes Siri tells us to finish on the iPhone, but it’s worth a try to see if it works well for you. 

https://www.meross.com/product/2/article/
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B08LP1ZXW6/?tag=tidbitselectro00
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• In Apple’s latest operating systems, Siri can perform 

HomeKit actions at scheduled times or when you 
leave or arrive at home. We haven’t used these features 
yet, but I can think of several real-world examples. For 
instance, if we know Tristan is getting home from 
visiting friends after we’ve gone to bed, all the lights we 
would normally leave on for him would have been 
turned off by our Read in Bed scene. It would be easy 
to tell Siri to turn certain lights on at some time after 
we’ve gone to sleep but before he has arrived home. 
Plus, when we leave the house after dark, it would be 
nice to tell Siri to turn off all the lights after we’ve left. 
Note that scheduling actions actually creates a 
HomeKit automation, so you may need to clear out 
old ones periodically. 

How Do You Reset a Switch? 
A few months ago, we had a power outage. Nothing 

particularly out of the ordinary, but after the power came 
back on, three of the Meross smart switches I had in-
stalled were seemingly dead, ignoring both Siri com-
mands and manual presses. I was quite worried that the 
power outage had been accompanied by a surge that had 
damaged them, and I wasn’t looking forward to having to 
fuss with the wiring again. 

Acting on another hunch, I went to my circuit breaker box and toggled the power to those circuits off and back on. Happily, that restored the dead 
switches to normal functioning. Keep that in mind if you ever run into a similar situation. 

The Real Benefit of Home Automation 
For many years, I was something of a home automation skeptic. It just didn’t seem like that much of a win to schedule lights turning on and off. 

Even after an iPhone became my constant companion, I couldn’t see how pulling it out of my pocket was easier than just flipping a light switch. The 
real key to making home automation work has been the HomePod. Being able to issue a command wherever I am in the house and as I’m walking 
from room to room has made all the difference—it really is easier than walking over to a light switch and flipping it. 

There’s an important point to be made here. Home automation isn’t mostly about making tasks physically easier. The goal is not to end up like the 
people in the animated film WALL-E, who have, as Wikipedia notes, “degenerated into corpulence due to laziness and microgravity, their every 
whim catered to by machinery.” (Fun fact from that article: the AUTO artificial intelligence in WALL-E was voiced by MacInTalk.) We’re happy to 
exercise in significant ways throughout the day, and turning off lights before sitting down to dinner is a meaningless addition. 

The real win of home automation is eliminating cognitive distractions. When it’s time for dinner, it’s time to eat—the food is hot, one of us is like-
ly already sitting down, and it’s disruptive if the other person has to traipse around the house, shutting off lights. Similarly, when we want to watch 
TV, getting all the lights set right wastes time and distracts from the focus of the activity. These might be self-imposed distractions—we could just 
leave all the lights on unnecessarily—but they’re no less annoying than unwanted notifications or spam phone calls. It’s quite similar to using Key-
board Maestro to automate a repetitive task on your Mac to save time and mental energy. 

Finally, I can’t say if this will be true for you, but we’re actively gleeful when we control our house with voice commands. It truly is magic, in the 
sense of Arthur C. Clarke’s Third Law: “Any sufficiently advanced technology is indistinguishable from magic.” It’s also another example of living in 
the future, just like using Apple Pay on the Apple Watch. Not just any future, but a good one, like that of the original Star Trek, which was the first 
instance I remember of people talking to computers. Perhaps turning lights on and off with our voices and having things happen automatically will 
eventually become commonplace, but we haven’t gotten the slightest bit jaded so far. 

HomeKit isn’t for everyone. It’s still fussy to install and configure the necessary hardware, and you have to be willing to laugh at Siri’s occasional 
lapses rather than getting offended that voice recognition isn’t perfect. And we’re still early in the home automation game. I imagine we’ll eventually 
have technology with room-level awareness of our locations, for instance, which will enable our houses to configure themselves for us, rather than us 
having to manage everything manually. 

Now, if you’ll excuse me, I need to set up another Meross smart outlet so I can include the Christmas tree lights in our various scenes and automa-
tions rather than having to reach behind the particularly prickly tree we got this year to turn them on and off multiple times per day.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/WALL-E
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/PlainTalk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clarke%27s_three_laws
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Membership Application Form 
Membership entitles you to access to our online forums, participation in prize drawings, and access to the bar-
gains in the members area of the SMMUG website at www. smmug.org. SMMUG renewal membership dues 
($30) apply to the calendar year and are paid each December for the following year. Use the following table for 
NEW MEMBERSHIP ONLY: 

 JAN 1 to MAR 31 - $30.00  APR 1 to JUN 30 - $20.00  
  JUL 1 to SEPT 30 - $15.00  OCT 1 to DEC 31 - $10.00 

Please Print Clearly!     Today’s Date  

Name 
 Street Address 
 City/State/ZIP 

 Home Telephone 
 E-mail Address

Have you previously been a member of SMMUG? 
How did you learn about SMMUG? 

Make your check payable to:  SMMUG   
Then mail or give this form and your check to:

SMMUG, Inc.    
2100 Wood Avenue 
Colorado Springs, CO 80907-6718 

Please make an online account for me. 
User Name _______________

Don’t make an online account for me. I 
do not want one or I already have one.

Business Telephone 

About Us 

The Silicon Mountain Macintosh User Group, Inc. (a nonprofit educational corporation) was formed in Colorado Springs, Col-
orado in 1985, and is one of the oldest Macintosh User Groups in the United States. SMMUG, Inc. is dedicated to helping 
members enjoy and learn about their Macintosh computer, iPhone and iPad devices. 

Club membership is open to everyone and you are cordially invited to visit our free monthly General Meeting on the second 
Monday of each month, at 7:00 PM. For those new to the Macintosh, we have a Question & Answer session at 6:00 PM, where 
our collective expertise can help answer your questions.  

All members receive a monthly newsletter, published on our web site, see great reviews of software and hardware, or can partici-
pate in the monthly door prize drawing. Each member gets one vote during annual Officer Elections. No corporate memberships 
are granted. 

Our officers are volunteers and receive no pay. All funds raised are used for the cost of operating the club and its meetings. 

http://www.smmug.org

