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Ten Years Without Steve Jobs 
by JOSH CENTERS 

Has it really been a decade? 5 October 2021 marked ten years since the untimely death of Apple co-
founder and CEO Steve Jobs (see “Steve Jobs Dead at 56,” 5 October 2011, and “Mourning Steve 
Jobs,” 10 October 2011). On that day, Apple commemorated the anniversary with a tribute on its home-
page that featured a brief video about his life. The tribute page was ephemeral, but Apple has now shared 
the video on its YouTube channel. 

Former Apple design guru Jony Ive, a close friend and collaborator of Jobs, penned his own tribute for 
the Wall Street Journal, offering a rare glimpse into Jobs’s thought process: 

Steve was preoccupied with the nature and quality of his own thinking. He expected so much of himself 
and worked hard to think with a rare vitality, elegance and discipline. His rigor and tenacity set a dizzyingly 
high bar. When 
he could not 
think satisfactorily 
he would com-
plain in the same 
way I would 
complain about 
my knees. 

As thoughts 
grew into ideas, 
however tentative, 
however fragile, 
he recognized that 
this was hallowed 
ground. He had 
such a deep understanding and reverence for the creative process. He understood creating should be af-
forded rare respect—not only when the ideas were good or the circumstances convenient. 

Ideas are fragile. If they were resolved, they would not be ideas, they would be products. It takes deter-
mined effort not to be consumed by the problems of a new idea. Problems are easy to articulate and un-
derstand, and they take the oxygen. Steve focused on the actual ideas, however partial and unlikely. 

Apple CEO Tim Cook kept his remembrances more private, sharing an internal memo with Apple 
employees: 

Steve was so many things: brilliant, funny, and wise, a husband, a father, a friend, and, of course, a vi-
sionary. He challenged us to see the world not for what it was, but for what it could be. And he helped so 
many people, myself included, see the same potential in ourselves. Not a day goes by that I don’t think 
about him. 

Jobs was a rare figure, and while he was a famously imperfect human being, few people have equaled his 
technological impact on the modern world. Over the course of his career, Jobs touched every major mile-
stone in personal computing: video games, home computing, graphical interfaces, local networking, digital 
music, smartphones, tablets, and more. Jobs himself invented very little, but his taste, insight, wisdom, and 
refusal to settle for anything but the best work left an indelible dent in the universe.
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SMMUG Info 2
SIG NEWS 

The Saturday SMMUG Special Interest Group 
(SIG) will meet from 10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon, 
Saturday, November 13, 2021, via a ZOOM video 
conference. FYI: An email containing the the 
Meeting ID and password will be sent to all mem-
bers. 

If you don’t know how to join a ZOOM meeting, 
go to the “Mac and iPad ZOOM instructions” 
PDF  on our SMMUG web site. 

The meeting will be divided in to two parts. The 
First part starting at 10:00 will focus on Apple’s Find-
er prt 2. Starting at 11:00 it will focus on iOS, help-
ing everyone become both comfortable and profi-
cient with their iPhone, iPad, and iPod mobile de-
vices.  

All are invited, but new users are especially encour-
aged to attend this meeting. Bring your tips and 
tricks, questions and suggestions.  

For more information about Special Interest 
Groups (SIGs), go to the SMMUG website. 

Scan this QR code to be taken to our SM-
MUG web site

ADVERTISING 
You can advertise your business or service 
through the Silicon Summit. 

RATES  
Per inch   $10 
Quarter page   $15  
Half page   $25  
Full page   $50  
Insert                  $15 

A 10% discount is applied for ads that 
run two or more months, except for in-

serts. 

Sponsoring Memberships are also avail-
able to merchants who want to see their 
business name and address listed on the 
front page. Sponsoring Memberships are 
$100 for one year.

MEETING DATES 
  
Our regular monthly meetings are on the second 
Monday of every month. Upcoming meeting 
dates are as follows: 

November 8 
December13 

                                                                              

MISSED AN ISSUE? 

You can find the previous issues of the Sili-
con Summit posted in PDF format at the 
SMMUG website.

THIS MONTH AT SMMUG 

November 8, 2021
6:00 Q&A Session 
6:45 Networking Break 
7:00 New Apple items by Rich Voelker 
8:00 Adjourn 

Future Meetings: 
December: Annual Meeting, late Apple 
announcements, extended Q&A 
January: Smart Home, Plugs, Hue, Meross, 
consumer devices, security issues

Silicon Summit is a monthly publica-
tion of the Silicon Mountain Mac-
intosh User Group, Inc.  

Newsletter Editor 
L. Davenport 

Web Masters 
Jeff Jensen, Ralph Woodard 

Apple Ambassador 
Mark Griffith 

© All material in this newsletter 
is Copyright 2021 by the Silicon 
Mountain Macintosh User 
Group, Inc. (SMMUG, Inc.). 
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dent publication and has not 
been authorized, sponsored or 
otherwise approved by Apple 
Inc. The Mac and Mac OS logo 
are trademarks of Apple Inc., 
used under license. Views and 
opinions expressed in Silicon 
Summit are those of the au-
thors and not of SMMUG. 
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Club News
November Guest Speaker 
Rich Voelker will talk about “All things Apple” 

Door Prizes For The November Meeting: 
AliveColors 4 [software] 
$10 Apple gift card 
Apple Bottle 
Noebook and pen 
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iOS, watchOS, & tvOS 
macOS 12 Monterey, iOS 15.1, iPadOS 15.1, watchOS 8.1, and tvOS 15.1 Arriving Next Week 

by JOSH CENTERS 
Buried in the press release for the third-generation AirPods, Apple dropped this little nugget: “AirPods require Apple devices running iOS 15.1, 

iPadOS 15.1, watchOS 8.1, tvOS 15.1, or macOS Monterey, all available as free software updates next week.” The announcement for the new 
MacBook Pro narrows it down further: “macOS Monterey will be available as a free software update on Monday, October 25.” So mark your calen-
dars! 

The marquee feature shared between Monterey, iOS 15.1, and iPadOS 
15.1 is SharePlay, Apple’s delayed option for watching movies or listening to 
music with others over FaceTime. SharePlay also provides built-in screen shar-
ing in FaceTime. 

Overall, macOS 12 Monterey is a less radical update than macOS 11 Big 
Sur, but it includes some nice features, Live Text (see “Digitize Any Text with 
Live Text in iOS 15 and iPadOS 15,” 4 October 2021), Hide My Email for 
iCloud+ users, and new Notes features like tags and Quick Note, which I 
cover in Take Control of Notes. Unfortunately, it seems that Universal Con-
trol, which will let you use the same keyboard and pointer between Macs and 
iPads, will be delayed. 

The HomePod Software 15.1 update, which should also ship next week, 
will add support for Lossless Audio and Dolby Atmos, which should provide an audio quality upgrade for compatible Apple Music tracks. 

TipBITS: Stop Grouping Reminders Notifications 
by JOSH CENTERS 

When I want to remind myself of something I need to do, I pick up my iPhone and tell Siri to nudge me at an appropriate moment. (“Hey Siri, 
remind me to crank the truck at 9 AM.”) When the clock strikes that time, the iPhone pings me with a notification, which also remains on the Lock 
screen until I complete or clear it. 

(If some task needs to happen soon, but not at a specific time, I still 
schedule it for some time, like 9 AM, on the day I’m most likely to 
complete it. That way, the Lock screen notification reminds me of the 
task’s existence until I deal with it. If you don’t ask to be reminded at a 
particular time, you have to remember to find the task in Reminders 
itself, defeating the purpose of asking for a reminder.) 

But lately, I’ve been missing a lot of important notifications. 
The culprit was notification grouping, a feature introduced in iOS 

12 to stack notifications in Notification Center so more apps’ notifica-
tions could fit onscreen. Before that, a chatty Messages thread or Slack 
conversation could dominate the Lock screen, hiding more important 
notifications from Reminders and Calendar. That’s a worthy goal, but 
if I had more than one Reminders notification on a given day, I would 
have to tap the stack to see anything beyond the top one. That’s not 
difficult, but the stack prevented the Reminders notifications from 
serving their purpose of continuing to remind me of what I needed to accomplish. 

Thankfully, you can turn off this feature for any app, including Reminders. Go to Settings > Notifications > Reminders > Notification Grouping 
(at the bottom of the screen) and choose Off. That prevents iOS from stacking your Reminders notifications, so you see each one individually. 

The Case of the Missing iPad Pro: Find My for the Win 
by ADAM ENGST 

In a situation that may be familiar to many TidBITS readers, I’ve recently found myself providing technical assistance to an elderly neighbor—call 
her Beverly. I suspect that she’s in her 80s, and while she claims otherwise, everything I’ve observed suggests that she’s plenty sharp mentally. What 

https://www.apple.com/newsroom/2021/10/introducing-the-next-generation-of-airpods/
https://www.apple.com/newsroom/2021/10/apple-unveils-game-changing-macbook-pro/
https://www.apple.com/newsroom/2021/10/apple-unveils-game-changing-macbook-pro/
https://tidbits.com/2021/10/04/digitize-any-text-with-live-text-in-ios-15-and-ipados-15/
https://tidbits.com/2021/10/04/digitize-any-text-with-live-text-in-ios-15-and-ipados-15/
https://www.takecontrolbooks.com/notes/?pt=TIDBITS
https://www.macrumors.com/2021/10/18/universal-control-macos-monterey-later-this-fall/
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she’s not, however, is expert in the use of her Apple devices: an iPhone 12, a 12-inch iPad Pro, and an Apple Watch Series 6. And she does lose things
—on my second visit a few weeks ago, I helped her order a new sport loop-style Apple Watch band so she would be less likely to take the watch off 
and forget where she’d put it. At the time, I didn’t realize this might be a trend. 

Nevertheless, it’s rewarding to help her solve problems and show her what her gear can do for her, partly because doing so gives me insight into 
places where Apple’s interfaces are confusing or overwhelming for someone like her. And because she thanks me with pie. You can’t go wrong with 
pie. 

Beverly called me Monday in a panic. Over the weekend, she had been at a dog obedience competition with her poodles on the other side of the 
state, staying overnight at a small hotel. When she got home, she couldn’t find her iPad Pro anywhere, so she assumed that she had left it in the hotel. 
When she called the hotel, the people at the desk weren’t helpful or reassuring. Hence her phone call to me. 

Most of the time, when someone calls me with a problem, they’re overreacting, but there were two facts about her iPad that caused me to worry for 
real. I hadn’t previously internalized that she traveled with it or I would have said something on my previous visit. 
• The iPad’s passcode was 1234, which is so common that the very first person who heard this story interrupted, “And let me guess, her passcode 

was 1234.” If you or anyone you know has a passcode that’s sequential numbers or all the same number, encourage them to change it immediate-
ly—those are way too easy for anyone to guess. 

• On the inside flap of her iPad case, she had taped a piece of paper that listed all her passwords. Writing down passwords is far from ideal, but as 
long as the paper is securely stored, it’s not the end of the world. Attaching it to a portable device is a serious mistake, and I’ll be having a chat with 
another neighbor who reportedly recommended this approach to her. 
In other words, she had left behind a device that could be unlocked trivially, along with a list of all her important passwords. The whole situation 

screamed, “Hack me!” Even worse, when I asked, she said that yes, her email address was also written on that piece of paper. My heart fell. I was going 
to have to help her erase her iPad remotely and change passwords to all the accounts she could remember. 

Monday was already shaping up to be an insanely busy day for me, so I asked her to come over. After she arrived, I opened the Find My app on her 
iPhone and tapped Devices at the bottom. It listed two iPads, and she said one was an older model that her husband used. It was showing up at her 
house, as it should. 

The other iPad, though, the one we thought might have been near Buffalo, listed my address as its location. It took me a few seconds to realize 
what that meant since I was expecting either “No location found” or a spot somewhere on the western side of New York State. “Find My says it’s here 
at my house,” I told her. “Could you have lost it in the car?” I tapped Find My’s Play Sound button but was told that the sound would play once the 
iPad connected next—had we been at her house instead of mine, it might have worked. 

So we rushed outside and tore her big SUV apart, looking under the dog rugs and usual detritus that accumulates in a rural vehicle. Nothing. I had 
searched the passenger side, and she’d looked on the driver side, but just to be complete, I suggested we switch sides so each had a fresh pair of eyes. 
Meanwhile, I was telling her about how we’d once lost a Garmin Forerunner watch for weeks between the front seat and center console in our Subaru 
Outback and how our son Tristan’s Apple Watch had similarly disappeared 
earlier in the year. And then, lo and behold, when I leaned far enough over the 
driver’s seat and peered down into those cracks, I saw the edge of the iPad case. 

You can imagine her relief at not having to replace the iPad Pro, change 
passwords, and worry about online identity theft. (And my relief at not having 
to help her with all that on what was turning into one of those days.) It was a 
huge win for Find My, and the first time I’ve had the opportunity to use it to 
recover a truly missing item. 

In fact, my previous usage of Find My was a complete fail. In July, Tristan 
had borrowed our Subaru to go camping with friends at a state park in Penn-
sylvania. For complicated reasons involving not enough charging cables among 
young adults with too many devices, he had removed his Apple Watch at some 
point on the way home. He realized this a day after returning the Subaru, so he 
asked us to look in the car. 

Since he’s in our Family Sharing group, I could also see that Find My 
thought his watch was still somewhere in Pennsylvania, although he was sure 
he’d had it after packing up the car. Rooting through the car did indeed uncov-
er it on the floor outside of the driver’s seat, but even though it had power, it 
refused to update its location with Find My until he unlocked it. That seems to 
be missing the point, and it certainly should have known about our Wi-Fi net-
work. 

Needless to say, I sent Beverly home with instructions to change her passcode 
to something reasonable and to store her password list deep within a file cabi-
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net. I also turned on iCloud Keychain on her iPhone and iPad 
so stored passwords would sync. I hope that will, over time, 
ensure that she doesn’t need to refer to the password list. 

I didn’t have time that day to get her started with upgrading 
to iOS 15, iPadOS 15, and watchOS 8, but I’m planning to do 
that soon. The reason is a welcome new feature of Find My—
Notify When Left Behind. I first tried it with my AirPods Pro 
(see “Apple Updates AirPods Pro and AirPods Max to Sup-
port Find My,” 6 October 2021), and it worked like a charm, 
alerting me that I’d left home without them later that day (I had 
to override the default so it would notice that I’d left the AirPods 
at home). 

Two days later, we went out again, and again I got a notif-
ication that I’d left devices behind. Of course, leaving devices at 
home isn’t generally a problem, so I reset that option. However, 
several times when I’ve gone running since, I’ve gotten a notif-
ication on my Apple Watch that I’ve left my iPhone behind—
absolutely true since I always leave it in the car. 

I suspect that the Notify When Left Behind feature may not 
be completely reliable, but if it helps even some of the time, it’s 
worth using. It wouldn’t have helped Beverly because she didn’t 
actually leave her iPad behind, but if she had done so, her 
iPhone and Apple Watch would have alerted her before she’d 
gone far. That might happen next time. 

Amusingly, in the excitement of finding her iPad Pro, she accidentally left her purse hanging on our dining room chair. I sent her an email suggest-
ing that perhaps an AirTag should be in her future. Regardless, I suspect there will be more pie in mine. 

Get More Info from Photos in iOS 15 and iPadOS 15 
by JOSH CENTERS 

Back in “How to Keep Facebook from Snooping on Your Photos’ Locations” (31 May 2021), I lamented the fact that Photos in iOS and 
iPadOS had no way to display Exif data. Little did I know that just a few days later, Apple would announce that feature in Photos for iOS 15 and 
iPadOS 15. However, Apple didn’t stop at displaying basic metadata, 
adding the Visual Lookup feature that can identify various types of 
objects in photos. 

For more on all the new features of iOS 15 and iPadOS 15, check 
out my book, Take Control of iOS 15 and iPadOS 15. 

Exif Metadata 
Exif (short for “Exchangeable image file format”) is a standard for 

metadata that’s embedded in pretty much every digital photo you 
take. It includes information like the camera make and model, date 
and time, ƒ-stop, and ISO. For photos taken with an iPhone or other 
smartphone, the Exif data also includes the exact location the photo 
was taken. 

To view a photo’s Exif info, open it in the Photos app and either 
swipe up on the image or tap the new info  button in the toolbar. 
For pictures taken on an iPhone, Photos shows: 
• The date and time the photo was taken (you can change this) 
• The iPhone model, image format, and if it’s a Live Photo, an icon 

 
• The specific camera that captured the image, along with lens size 

and ƒ-stop 
• The megapixel count, resolution, and file size 
• The ISO, lens size, exposure value, f-stop, and shutter speed 

https://support.apple.com/en-gb/HT212765
https://tidbits.com/2021/10/06/apple-updates-airpods-pro-and-airpods-max-to-support-find-my/
https://tidbits.com/2021/10/06/apple-updates-airpods-pro-and-airpods-max-to-support-find-my/
https://tidbits.com/2021/10/06/apple-updates-airpods-pro-and-airpods-max-to-support-find-my/
https://tidbits.com/2021/05/31/how-to-keep-facebook-from-snooping-on-your-photos-locations/
https://www.takecontrolbooks.com/ios-15-ipados-15/?pt=TIDBITS
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Exif
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Below this information is a thumbnail of the image on a map. Tap the map to see a full-size map 

from which you can zoom out to see where you took the photo. 
For the most part, Exif data is read-only, but you can change two values—date/time and loca-

tion—by tapping Adjust next to either data point. When editing location data, you can tap No Lo-
cation to strip location data from the photo, which you may want to do before sharing certain im-
ages publicly. 

Of course, if you strip the location data, you won’t be able to find the image on a map anymore. It 
might be better to use the shortcut I created that shares photos without location data. Sadly, 
Apple didn’t see fit to add an option to iOS 15 and iPadOS 15 that mimics the “Include location 
information for published items” checkbox in Photos for macOS. 

Visual Lookup 
Metadata is data that describes other data. While Exif metadata is undeniably useful, Apple saw an opportunity to extend the metadata it can as-

sociate with photos to the objects pictured in the image itself. A new feature called Visual Lookup can identify: 
• Popular artworks 
• Landmarks 
• Plants and flowers 
• Books 
• Pet breeds 

As with some of the more computationally intensive features of iOS 15 and iPadOS 15, Visual Lookup requires an iPhone or iPad with an A12 
Bionic processor or better (see “The Real System Requirements for Apple’s 2021 Operating Systems,” 11 June 2021). 

If Photos detects something that Visual Lookup can identify, the info  button shows a little sparkle . When you swipe up on the image or tap 
the info button to reveal the Exif panel, a new Look Up entry appears. 
Icons also appear over the recognized objects. Tap either Look Up or an 
icon to see what Photos thinks it is. 

There’s no way to predict precisely if Visual Lookup will be able to 
work on any given photo, but it does seem to trigger for most pictures of 
plants, flowers, books, and pets. And when Visual Lookup works, it 
works pretty well. I’ve been taking pictures of various wild plants around 
my house to identify them. It correctly identified broadleaf plantain, 
and it determined that a picture of a volunteer tomato was either a 
tomato or a member of the solanum family (which it is). It narrowed 
down an invasive Tree of Heaven as either a Tree of Heaven or a member 

of the ailanthus family (which, again, it is). It also correctly identified a 
marigold in my garden. 
  Visual Lookup’s AI recognition is good but not perfect. It misidentified a 
perfect specimen of Chinese cabbage as lettuce. Plus, as noted, Visual 
Lookup can recognize more than one thing at a time, putting an icon over 
each object it recognizes. I fed it a photo of a dog and cat together (mass 
hysteria!), and it placed an icon over each. However, Visual Lookup can 
identify only a few types of pets, ignoring pictures of rabbits and chickens. 
With popular artworks, Visual Lookup does well and is welcome, since 
you may recognize a painting without knowing much of anything about 

https://www.icloud.com/shortcuts/b60b95db02bc4201b217260a774dfafc
https://tidbits.com/2021/06/11/the-real-system-requirements-for-apples-2021-operating-systems/
https://theprepared.com/blog/foraging-plantain-weed-for-medicine/
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it. What qualifies as a landmark is a little unpredictable, although the picture from the Minneapolis Sculpture Garden below counted. With books, 
Visual Lookup seems to need a shot of the front cover, and it works best with recent titles. It misidentified Adam’s 1994 Internet Explorer Kit for Mac-
intosh book as the second edition of his Internet Starter Kit for Macintosh from the same year, and it completely biffed that book, identifying it as Gru-
ber’s Essential Guide to Test Taking: Grades 3–5 (by Gary Gruber, not John Gruber). Oops. 

How useful and accurate have you found Visual Lookup so far? Let us know in the comments. 

iPadOS 15 Finally Makes Multitasking Discoverable 
by ADAM ENGST 

Confession time. I’ve never been able to remember the cryptic gestures necessary to invoke Split View and Slide Over on the iPad. In part, that’s 
because I find using the iPad slower and clumsier than using the Mac, so whenever I might need Split View, in particular, I just switch to a Mac. If I 
can’t remember these gestures among the myriad other bits of Apple tech trivia that fill my brain, I have to assume that people less enmeshed in their 
Apple devices can’t either. 

I don’t know that iPadOS 15 will cause me to do more of my work on the iPad—the apps I need just aren’t equal to their Mac equivalents—but 
I’m thoroughly pleased by Apple’s changes to multitasking. Most notably, you no longer have to remember arcane gestures! 

iPadOS Multitasking Views 
First, a quick recap: if you haven’t been able to 

remember the esoteric multitasking swipes, you 
probably don’t remember what views they enable. 
• Split View lets you put two apps—or two win-

dows from the same app—onscreen simultane-
ously, with a black divider bar whose handle 
you can drag to change the percentage of the 
screen devoted to each app. Split View is useful 
when you need to work in one app while refer-
ring to content in another or when transferring 
data between apps.  

• Slide Over positions an app—or a stack of apps 
you can swipe through—as a floating window 
on either the right or left edge of the screen. A 
swipe to the edge of the screen hides it, and a 
swipe from that edge reveals it again. You can 
also drag it (from an edge of the window) from 
one side to the other and swipe between multi-
ple Slide Over apps using the bar at the bottom. Split View showing PicSew (left) and Google Docs (right)



9
Slide Over is helpful for a quick 
reference to your calendar or to-do 
list or for maintaining a Messages 
or Slack conversation while work-
ing on something else.  

• Center window, which is new to 
a few apps in iPadOS 15, centers a 
single app window on top of the 
current full-screen app. Center 
window can be helpful for view-
ing or editing a particular message 
in Mail or note in Notes without 
changing the background context. 
For that, it relies on the new shelf, 
described below.  
In what we can hope is an ac-

knowledgment that gestural inter-
faces suffer from discoverability and 
memorability problems, Apple 
added two new visible interface ele-
ments to expose multitasking op-
tions—the Multitasking menu and 
the shelf—and radically changed the 
App Switcher to facilitate multitask-
ing. Here’s how you use these fea-
tures. 
Change Views with the Multi-
tasking Menu 

The most significant improvement 
to multitasking in iPadOS 15 is the 
new multitasking ••• control that 
appears in the top center of every 
window, whether it’s in full screen, 
Split View, Slide Over, or center 
window. 

Note that when you’re in Split 
View, the multitasking control in one 
of the Split View windows features a 
gray border (below left) that indicates 
which of the two views is active—in 
other words, which one will receive 
keystrokes if you start typing. 

Tap the multitasking control to 
reveal the Multitasking menu, which 
has three (or four, if you’re in a center 
window) icons. The icon with a gray 
circle around it indicates the current 
mode you’re in (above left, 
showing Split View). Tap 
one of the other icons to 
put the current app into 
that mode. From left, they 
are: 

Slack in a Slide Over window above Google Docs

Email message in a center window above Mail
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• Full Screen: The most 

common scenario is 
that you’ll tap the multi-
tasking control when 
only a single app is 

showing. In that situation, the full screen  icon is selected, and you can tap the Split View  icon or Slide Over  icon to put the cur-
rent app into those modes. When you have an app in Split View or Slide Over, tap the full-screen icon to make that app take over the entire screen. 

• Split View: To put the current app 
into Split View, tap the Split View 

 icon to shove the current app 
to the left edge of the screen, re-
vealing the Home screen and the 
Dock. A little lozenge replaces the 
Multitasking menu, telling you 
that you’re working with Split 
View and to choose another app. 
Tap any other app to open it (on 
the right side) with the current app 
(on the left side. 

•  Slide Over: Tap the Slide Over 

 icon to push the current app to 
the edge of the screen where you last 
positioned the Slide Over window. 
Again, iPadOS reveals the Home 
screen and Dock and shows a 
lozenge that tells you that you’re 
working with Slide Over and to 
choose another app. Tap any other 
app to open it full screen, with the 
current app floating above it in Slide 
Over mode. 

Manage Split View and App 
Windows wi th the App 
Switcher 

The next multitasking-related 
problem that Apple tackled was the 
inability to see which Split View 
combinations you had created and 
switch among them. The key word 
there is “switch”—to that end, Apple 
significantly enhanced the App 
Switcher, accessed by double-pressing 
the Home button or swiping up 
from the bottom of the screen. It 
provides a plethora of multitasking-
related options: 
• Switch among apps and win-

dows: Tap any app, Split View 
combination, or Slide Over win-
dow (located out of sight to the 
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right of the App Switcher) to switch to it. Note that if you open the App Switcher while viewing an app and then tap a Slide Over window, the 
Slide Over window displays over the current app. However, if you open the App Switcher from the Home screen and tap a Slide Over window, it 
opens both the Slide Over window and the last app to which it was attached. 

• Make a Split View: Drag any app or window onto another one to combine them into a Split View. 
• Replace a Split View app: Drag any app or window onto the left or right side of a Split View combination to replace that app or window. 
• Break a Split View combination: Drag the left or right side of a Split View combination off until it displays as a full-screen thumbnail. 
• Turn an app into a Slide Over window: Drag any app to the right side of the screen where the Slide Over windows live and release it once the 

dragged app becomes a skinny rectangle. 
• Turn a Slide Over window into a Split 

View: Drag a Slide Over window over a full-
screen app or over one half of a Split View 
combination. (You can’t convert a Slide 
Over window to a full-screen app, but you 
can drag it over another full-screen app to 
create a Split View and then drag that half of 
the Split View out to take it full screen.) 

1: A Photos/Calendar Split View from which 
Calendar is being dragged out 
2: Creating a Carrot/Calendar Split View by 
dragging Calendar onto Carrot 
3: A two-window Safari Split View 
4: Pixelmator Photo as a simple full-screen app 
5: Reminders and Fantastical in Slide Over 
windows 

In Callout 3, note the little stacked square 
icons next to the Safari Split View windows. 
Those indicate that the app in question has 
multiple tabs or windows. Tap the icon to dis-
play just that app’s tabs or windows in the App 
Switcher. 

Switch Windows with the Shelf 
Although the App Switcher gives you some 

visibility into open windows in an app, another 
new multitasking feature, the shelf, is more useful 
for managing multiple windows for a single app. 
When you use the Dock or a search to open an 
app with multiple windows available, the shelf 
displays them all at the bottom of the screen. The 
shelf doesn’t appear when you switch to an app 
using the App Switcher or four-finger swipe, but 
you can bring it up at any time by tapping the 
multitasking control at the top of the screen. In a 
Split View combination, each window gets its 
own shelf. 

When you’re looking at windows on the shelf, 
tap one to switch to it. You can also swipe up on 
windows on the shelf to close them. As soon as 
you tap anywhere else in the app to start work-
ing, the shelf disappears. 

You can end up with some rather odd col-
lections of thumbnails on the shelf. While writ-
ing about center windows in Notes, I found 
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myself with thumbnails 
for full-screen windows, 
Split View combinations, 
center windows, and Slide 
Over windows. Switching 
among them resulted in 
some non-intuitive com-
binations and situations. 
There may be bugs here, 
but I doubt anyone will 
put the necessary effort 
into figuring out where it’s 
behaving confusingly or 
incorrectly. 

A Few More Words 
about Center Window 

As I mentioned above, 
center windows are a new 
addition to iPadOS’s mul-
titasking options. In apps 
with content-centric side-
bars, such as Mail and 
Notes, you can now open 
an item like a message or a 
note in its own window in 
the center of the screen. 
(Those are the only apps I 
can find that support cen-
ter window mode; there 
are undoubtedly others I 
don’t have.) 

Center windows are 
somewhat useful for pre-
viewing the full content of 
the item. But the real win 
comes when you swipe 
down on the center win-
dow’s multitasking control 
to put the window on the 
shelf, thus keeping it avail-
able for quick reference. 
Remember that you can 
tap the multitasking con-
trol at the top of a normal 
or Split View window 
(not a center window) to 
reveal the shelf and then 
tap a thumbnail on the 
shelf to open a window. 

To create a center win-
dow, touch and hold the 
item in the sidebar and 
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then tap Open in New Window from the menu that appears. Mail also creates center windows by default when you begin composing a new mes-
sage. To close a center window, tap Close or anywhere outside the window. You might think you could swipe up on a shelf thumbnail to open it, 
given that swiping down adds a center window to the shelf, but swiping up on thumbnails closes the window as well. 

If you tap the multitasking control in a center window, you’ll see that a new fourth icon is selected, indicating that it’s a center window: tap one of 
the other icons to make the window full screen, put it into a Split View, or make it a Slide Over window. 

 
Keep Your Hands on the Keyboard with Multitasking Keyboard Shortcuts 
If you’re seriously interested in using multitasking on an iPad, you’re probably also working with a physical keyboard much of the time. In iPadOS 

15, Apple added a useful set of keyboard shortcuts that you can learn about by pressing and holding the Globe key and then tapping the Multitask-
ing tab at the bottom. It may take a little while to internalize the shortcuts, but if you do most of your work on an iPad, you will probably find the 
effort worthwhile. 

In an interesting 
mashup of keyboard 
and touch interfaces, 
you can also tap the 
keyboard shortcuts (or 
click them if you have 
a trackpad or mouse 
attached) to invoke 
them, making it func-
tionally similar to 
macOS menus. 

Once you’ve up-
graded your iPad to 
iPadOS 15, I encour-
age you to give the 
new multitasking 
interface and features 
a try. Although I re-
main skeptical of cen-
ter windows, and I 
doubt I’ll ever be a 
serious enough user of 
iPad multitasking to 
use the App Switcher 
heavily to manage 
Split View combina-
tions, the new Multi-
tasking menu and shelf are extremely welcome additions to the iPad experience. 
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Reviews
AliveColors 4 

by L. Davenport  

AliveColors is a photo editing program that also has a full set of painting and drawing tools. It provides tools for retouching, drawing, and vector 
graphics, photo enhancement adjustments, and a gallery of striking filters. AliveColors supports multi-monitor systems and lets you work with mul-
tiple images and at the same time switching between them as needed. It has been designed to support the needs and user levels from the beginner to 
the pro user. 

The new AliveColors 4 version is now available. It introduces the new AI neural filters for fast and high-quality image processing: JPEG Artifact 
Remover and Motion Deblur (Figure 2). The JPEG Artifact Remover filter uses machine learning algorithms to remove JPEG artifacts and reduce 
pixelation. The Motion Deblur filter fixes camera shake and motion blur problems. 

The update also offers a new color retouching tool - the Tuning Brush. It is intended for tonal corrections and allows users to slightly change the 
colors of an object, add shades, midtones, smooth creases, folds, and wrinkles, get rid of odd tones or unnecessary details. 

The new version also provides a number of changes and improvements that make working in the program even more comfortable and produc-
tive, as well as bugs fixed and increased stability. Please go to the AliveColors: News and Update web page for a more in-depth listing of the changes. 

AliveColors comes in three versions: a limited Free version, a Home version (that has most, but not all of the tools and effects), and the Pro version 
that has full functionality. You can buy a Perpetual (lifetime) license or a subscription license. FYI: This review will be based on the Pro version. 

Panels 
Along the right side of the AliveColors window are the familiar: Layers, History, Navigator, Color, Actions, Channels, etc. panels/tabs. Here is a in-

depth explanation for a couple of the Panels: 

Figure 1. This is AliveColors workspace. There are tools that line the edges of the window - many of which should be fa-
miliar to digital artists. 

https://alivecolors.com/en/news.php
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Layer Panel  

The Layers Panel can be used to organize your 
work into grouped items, re-order your objects, etc. 

There are several layer types that you can choose 
from when you are working on your document:  
• Raster: A Raster Layer is a basic layer type 

which allows applying standard brushes 
and effects. Other layers can be rasterized 
by using the Rasterize Layer command 

• Shape: The Shape Layer is used to create 
and edit vector shapes. This layer is created 
automatically when using the Shape tool. 
The available shapes are: Pie, Rectangle, 

Rounded Rectangle, Ellipse, Polygon, Star, 
Freeform (this allows you to create a variety 
of shapes by adding anchor points with a 
mouse click), and Freehand. 
• Adjustment Layer: You can correct and enhance 

your images using nondestructive Adjustment 
Layers - meaning you can turn them on or off at 
any time. There are Adjustment Layers for 
Curves, Levels, Black and White, Brightness/
Contrast, Hue/Saturation, Invert, Threshold, and 
Posterize. 

• Text: A Text Layer is created automatically when 
you use the Text tool. Text layers can be used as-is 
or converted to a Rasterize Layer or a Vectorize 
Text Layer. This way each character will be repre-
sented as a separate vector shape which can be 
manipulated like any other vector shape.  The 
AilveColors Pro version also lets you attach text to 
a vector line or shape path (Figure 7). 

Tools 
Along the left side of the Image window are are 

many of the typical editing tools. Here are a few of 
AliveColors’ other tools: 

Chameleon Brush: This is similar to the Clone Stamp, but instead of making an exact replica of the area that is cloned from, this preserves the 
characteristics of the underlying image that you are cloning to/over.  

In a test, I picked an area from the middle of a pink and white Dahlia and then cloned from the green grassy area next to the flower. The flower 
turned to shades of green - matching the grass’ colors. 

FX Brushes: These are drawing and painting tools for creating amazing effects. The included brushes are: Fluffy, Hair, Bristle, Thread, Veil, 
Smoke, FX Sparkle, and Energy. 

Artistic Brushes: The Artistic brushes and filters allow you to stylize photos and create images from scratch. Here is a short explanation of each 
Artistic Brush: 

• Oil Brush: This brush was designed to imitate painting with an oil brush by painting strokes with a relief. The density of the stroke varies across 
the entire line. 

• Roller: This brush leaves flat, porous strokes and its paint's density varies along the line's length. 
• Felt-tip Marker: This brush leaves constantly flowing paint and it draws smooth, elegant, translucent lines. 
• Chalk: The Chalk brush draws soft, textured lines with porous edges. 
• Artistic Pencil: This brush draws flat smooth lines with sharp boundaries. 
• Artistic Spray: This brush simulates spray painting on an image. It applies paint in raised drops, scattered along the stroke. 
• Artistic Smudge: This tool is designed for mixing different colors on artistic layers and changing the relief of painted strokes. 

Figure 2. The new AI Motion Blur filter easily removes the blur (top photo), which 
leaves you with nice sharp images (bottom photo).
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Gradient fills:  

I really like that the Gradient tool not only lets you specify the start and finish colors, but 
you can also add additional colors (points) to the gradient. So you can make a slow transi-
tion between two colors or make a multicolored gradient resembling a rainbow. The Gradi-
ent’s colors can be set manually or you can choose from a wide variety of preset gradients. 
Your choices are: Linear, Radial, Angular, Reflected, and Diamond gradient fills. 

Effects 
AliveColors comes with a wide variety of Effects which are fully modifiable, plus you can 

see a real-time preview of the results before applying them.   
• Glitch art effect: This adds digital noise and distortions to your photos or images making 

it look like your image has been ruined. Glitches like these usually appear due to errors in 
the reproduction of digital recordings, technical failures, or physical damage of a device.  

• Brush Strokes Effect: This effect lets you add strokes, grain, and texture to an image. The 
effect is divided into two Effects:s 

• Spray: This simulates paint spraying along the specified direction (Figure 5). 
• Splatter: The Splatter effect (Figure 6) modifies the look of your photo using splatters, 

splashes and blots of paint. The parameter settings let you specify the size, smoothing, 
and distribution of the spots. 

• High Pass: This effect reveals details along the edges, improving the contrast and making 
the image sharper. 

• Noise: The Noise menu allows to add or remove graininess in your image. 
• Shadows & Highlights: The Shadow & Highlight effect allows the user to reveal details 

Figure 3. AliveColors helps you unleash your 
creative ideas like making this Polaroid Photo 
Collage.

Figure 4. When you reopen AliveColors, a list of the recently opened documents appears. These can be viewed either as thumbnails or as a 
text list. At the very bottom of the window is the (horizontally scrollable) “Learn Panel” where you can find links to video tutorials for 
AliveColors. Both of these options can be turned off if you want a cleaner/uncluttered look for your AliveColors window.
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in bright and dark areas of an image and reduce contrast. 

• Sharpen: The Sharpen menu lets you increase the sharpness and 
enhance the image detail. 

• Glamour: The Glamour effect helps you process your portrait 
photos. It allows you to brighten and even the skin tone, get rid of 
wrinkles, conceal minor flaws, etc 

• Two Keys: The Two Keys effect lets you use two key colors to 
change the color tints, replace colors, adjust contrast and brightness 
etc. 

• Page Curl: The Page Curl effect creates a page curl on an image. 
• Drop Shadow: The Drop Shadow effect adds a perspective shadow 

to the selected area. 
• Blur: You can use the Blur menu commands to blur the entire 

image or just a selected area, reduce its sharpness, reduce the 
amount of noise, as well as create a variety of effects. 

• Distortion: The Distortion effects are used for creating geometric 
distortions of the selected layer or area, e.g you can increase/de-
crease an object’s width or height, Twirl the image, Ripple it, Ex-
trude it, etc. 

• Channel Mixer: This effect lets you change the image’s color tones, saturation, contrast, lightness, etc. using the: Red, Green and Blue channels. 
• Pixelate: The Pixelate effects merge neighboring pixels of the image into small monochrome cells (similar to the pixelation used to hide someone’s 

identity in a photo or video). There are two styles: Mosaic - which groups the neighboring pixels into square blocks and Crystalize which changes 
them into various polygon shapes. 

Blend Modes 
Blend modes let you mix the color and brightness of different image layers. AliveColors now has 24 blend modes. The latest additions to the pro-

gram are: Hue, Saturation, Color, and Luminosity. These have been added to the original: Darken/Lighten modes, Multiply, Color Burn, Screen, 
Color & Linear Doge, Contrast, Hard/Soft/Vivid/Lniear/Pin lights, etc.  

Actions 
AliveColors includes an Actions feature. For those that aren’t familiar with Actions - they are like a script where you tell AiveColors to do something 

to your photo, e.g. Reduce its size, then tell it to do another step - like change the image from RGB to black & white, etc. Actions are a timesaver if 
you are constantly doing the same adjustments to your photos. On top of this, you can select a folder with multiple images and use the Batch Pro-
cessing feature to run the same Action on all of the images at once. 

RAW Processing 
When you open a RAW file in AliveColors, the RAW editing mode is launched. So you can preprocess the image, and then continue working in 

the graphic editor. 

Batch Processing 
AliveColors supports the Batch Processing feature which lets you apply the same settings to a series of images. This will save you time and effort. 

Built-in Plug-ins 
Quite a few Akvis plug-ins (that can be bought separately) are included in the AliveColors Home and Pro versions. The number of available plug-

ins and their functionality depend on the license type. I will include brief descriptions of each plug-in. I will also add web links to the plug-in names 
so you can read their full descriptions from the Akvis web site. 

Akvis AliveColors Home license’s included plugins: 
• AirBrush: The AirBrush plug-in lets you transform your photos into works of airbrushed art. 
• Enhancer: AKVIS Enhancer is image enhancement software that offers a fast method to fix a dark picture, improve detail on an image, increase 

contrast and brightness, and adjust tones. 
• HDRFactory: You can use the HDRFactory plug-in to create High Dynamic Range images from single or multiple photos. The included Ghost 

Removal tool helps you remove so-called ghosts (double images) that sometimes appear when creating an HDR image. There are additional Effects 

Figure 5. This simulates paint spraying along the specified direction.

https://akvis.com/en/airbrush/index.php
https://akvis.com/en/enhancer/index.php
https://akvis.com/en/hdrfactory/index.php
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tools that you can use to change the coloring of the 
photo plus add white or black Vignettes to the pho-
to’s outer edges. 

• MakeUp: Have you noticed that models or actress-
es in magazine photographs seem to look a lot better 
in print versus seeing them in person? This is usually 
attributed to airbrush touch up done on their pho-
tos before printing them. The average person can 
now do the same thing with his/her photographs 
using the MakeUp plug-in. Gone are the wrinkles, 
acne, pock-marks etc. after only a few minutes of 
tweaking. 

• NatureArt: In a perfect world you would be able to 
get that “perfect” shot/photo every time. But this 
isn’t a perfect world, so sometimes your photo needs 
a little tweaking to get the look that you want. That’s 
where the NatureArt plug-in comes in handy. Need 
a rainy sky with lightning bolts - no problem. Need 
a burning field or fire for your camp fire pit - again 
no problem. NatureArt can add these plus many 
other nature effects to your photos: Night Sky, Sun, 
Fire, Rain, Snow, various Cloud shapes, 
Rainbows,Water, and Ice. 

• Neon: The Neon plug-in lets you create amazing glowing line effects. The software transforms a photo into a neon image that looks like it was 
drawn with luminescent ink. 

• Noise Buster: The Noise Buster is a Digital Noise Reduction plug-in that reduces noise and grain in your images. 
• Points: The Points plug-in lets you transform your photos into paintings using the technique called pointillism. Pointillism is characterized by 

applying a multitude of colored dots to the canvas. A complex hue is decomposed into individual colors, which are displayed on the canvas as 
small dabs of paint of pure color. The optical mixing of these dots gives us the visual perception of an entire painting. 

• SmartMask: Have you ever tried to remove a person/animal/item from one photo so that you can superimpose it over another photo - to make it 
look like you were someplace that you never were, or to create a collage? What a pain! Trying to select all of those uneven edges. Well that’s where 
the SmartMask plug-in becomes an invaluable tool. It simplifies the selection and masking process for both simple or complex images. 

Akvis AliveColors Pro license:  
In addition to the plug-ins previously mentioned, the following plug-in and the extra options added to the other plug-ins are available in the Pro 

version: 
• LightShop: LightShop includes various glow elements for creating stars and light effects. You can move and change each element of the effect as 

well as the entire effect, adjust the blending mode, and the effect area. 
• AirBrush (+ Original Colors mode, Post-Processing Tools) 
• Enhancer (+ Prepress Processing) 
• HDRFactory (+ Local Correction) 
• MakeUp (+ Mask Editing Tools) 
• NatureArt (+ effects: Lightning, Frost, Aurora, History Brush tool) 
• Neon (+ Colorize option, Deformation, Post-Processing Tools) 
• Noise Buster (+ Remove Moiré) 
• Points (+ Post-Processing Tools) 
• SmartMask: (+Chroma Key: The Chroma Key mode allows you to quickly and accurately remove a monochrome background so you can com-

bine multiple images into a single composition. +Refine Edges: The Refine Edges feature is helpful for quickly editing the edges of selections or 
cutout objects. It is very helpful for edges with fur or hair strands.) 

External plugins 
You can extend the editor's functionality by adding external plugins as external modules. AliveColors is compatible with 24 (including the 10 built 

in versions) of the 27 existing Akvis plug-ins (all of which are sold separately). It is also compatible with the 3rd Party plug-ins: Corel ParticleShop, 

Figure 6. The Splatter effect modifies the look of your photo using splatters, splashes, 
and blots of paint. This makes it look like you are looking through a rainy wind-
shield.

https://akvis.com/en/makeup/index.php
https://akvis.com/en/natureart/index.php
https://akvis.com/en/neon/index.php
https://akvis.com/en/noise-buster/index.php
https://akvis.com/en/points/index.php
https://akvis.com/en/smartmask/index.php
https://akvis.com/en/lightshop/index.php
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FX Software, Exposure Software (Exposure & Snap Art) plug-ins. 

Compatibility 
AliveColors has its own Akvis file format which works just fine. But 

for those who need it, AliveColors also supports the following file for-
mats: 
• Import formats: AliveColors can import over 28 file formats includ-

ing many camera formats. The most common are: TIFF, 
BMP, JPEG, PNG, PSD, SVG, AKVIS, RAW, (some of 
the camera RAW formats: Canon, Panasonic, Olympus, 
Nikon, Sony, & Fujifilm). 

• Export formats: Documents can also be saved/exported 
as: Akvis file format, PNG, JPG, TIFF, HDR (High 
Dynamic Range image), BMP, SVG, ODI, Akvis, and 
Photoshop’s PSD formats. 

Graphics Tablet Support 
You can use a Graphics Tablet for creating or editing your 

images. This lets you dynamically change the appearance of 
your strokes based on how much pressure you apply to your 
stylus when drawing as well as how you tilt and rotate your 
stylus. You can also use a stylus to perform mouse functions 
such as tool selection, color selection, and parameter 
changes. 

Printing 
Besides the standard print options, AliveColors will also 

print multiple copies of the image on a single sheet or print 
a single image on multiple sheets to make a poster. FYI: The 
user specifies the maximum number of the pages in which 
the image will be divided. Then the image scale will be ad-
justed to fit this number of the sheets. 

The Skinny 
Evaluation: AliveColors is full of editing tools which artists will find useful. The new Tuning Brush and the AI Filters are a nice addition to the 
AliveColors program. 

If you are in the market for getting a graphics/photo editor I suggest that you take AliveColors’ trial copy for a test run to see if all of the features 
that you need are included in the program. 
Minimum System Requirements: 64-bit Intel, Mac OS X 10.10 - 10.15, 4 Gb RAM; Recommended: 64-bit Intel, 16 Gb RAM, NVIDIA 
CUDA/AMD [ATI] - Stream/App. To take full advantage of the GPU power for AI functionality, you need an NVIDIA graphics card with 
CUDA Compute Capability 3.5+ and the latest driver for the graphics card. 
Company: Akvis 
Prices: A free version is available (with limited functionality) 

AliveColors Home: $49 (this is a lifetime license; some filters and effects are not available; can be used on only one computer and it is only for non-
commercial use) 

AliveColors Pro: $160 (this is a lifetime license with Full functionality; you have one year of updates; it can be used on two computers and commer-
cial use is allowed) 

Senior & Academic Discount: 30% off 
Subscription Option: AliveColors Home: $2 month / $18 year 

                                      AliveColors Pro: $5 month / $45 year 
There is a comparison chart on the AliveColors web site that you can use to decided which version best suits your needs. 
BTW: If you bought all 10 of the built-in plugins separately, they would cost around $566! So you can see that buying the AliveColors Pro version 
(that includes all 10 plug-ins) at $160 is quite a savings. 
Available 10 day trial   

Figure 7. Text can be attached to a vector line or shape path.

Figure 8. In addition to being a photo editor, AliveColors is also a full art pro-
gram. These are two cartoons that I drew (a little while ago). AliveColors also 
has tools to create Oil paintings, Pencil drawings, etc.

https://alivecolors.com/en/index.php
https://alivecolors.com/en/compare.php
https://alivecolors.com/en/download.php
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Add Two-Factor Codes to Password Entries in iOS 15, iPadOS 15, and Safari 15 
by GLENN FLEISHMAN 

Raise your hand if you’ve avoided enabling two-factor authentication for websites that offer it because it’s too much of a hassle to launch an app, 
find the appropriate site entry, copy a six-digit code and paste it in whenever the site requires that you validate yourself beyond your password. Apple 
feels your pain, and the company has a new streamlined way to reduce the friction in entering these short-lived codes. 

Two-factor authentication significantly increases Internet security because it prevents attackers from easily hijacking online accounts. Even if you 
use a password manager to create strong, unique passwords for every site, passwords are still vulnerable to theft or interception. When a website’s lo-
gin process requires a second factor—something you own or control, like a smartphone, tablet, phone number, or computer—you don’t have to 
worry about a stolen or intercepted password being sufficient to compromise the accounts. 

Many sites want to use an SMS message (or a phone call) as a second factor, either defaulting to it or offering it as a secondary option. The prob-
lem is that a texted or spoken code doesn’t provide the assurance that the recipient is the party that has access—only that they have a phone number. 
It’s far too easy to hijack a phone number. It can be done via social engineering (talking a rep at a telecom firm into switching the number), flaws in 
how telecoms manage numbers, and hardware-level exploits across the telephone system. 

While text and voice calls are better than not using two-factor authentication, they are relatively weak. Even as services are increasingly also sup-
porting authentication apps or proprietary systems—like Apple’s two-factor authentication approach—many still fall back to weak SMS and voice 
calls. 

A much better form of two-factor authentication is a shared-secret method called a Time-based One-Time Password (TOTP). Most sites that 
support two-factor authentication don’t require a TOTP but let you add it to an existing account. During the enrollment process, the site creates a 
seeding secret using its TOTP software, which it stores for your account and then shares with you. This seeding secret is typically displayed as a QR 
code for easy scanning, though some sites also show it as a hexadecimal-encoded number. 

Setting up your side of two-factor authentication via TOTP is usually harder than enrolling at a site. You can add a TOTP secret and generate 
TOTPs with a standalone app like Google Authenticator (which doesn’t sync between platforms) or Authy (which does, securely), or as part of a 
password management tool, like 1Password. But given that only a small percentage of users rely on third-party tools, built-in TOTP support in 
Apple’s operating systems could drive much higher usage. 

With iOS 15, iPadOS 15, and Safari 15 in macOS, that support is now in place. The updated Passwords interface bakes in the basics of password 
management for everyone. You work with passwords and TOTPs in Settings > Passwords in iOS 15 and iPadOS 15 and in Safari > Preferences > 
Passwords in Safari 15 for macOS. (Passwords won’t become a first-class macOS citizen until macOS 12 Monterey ships, at which point you’ll be 
able to access it in System Preferences > Passwords.) When a site or app prompts for a code later, it appears in the iOS/iPadOS QuickType bar or as 
an auto-fill prompt in Safari. 

The ease of adding these second-factor codes and then generating them as needed should help increase usage and decrease frustration. It also 
makes it far easier for you to teach others how to use two-factor authen-
tication with a minimum of fuss. 

Add a TOTP 
In iOS 15/iPadOS 15 and Safari 15 for macOS, once you’ve stored a 

password in Passwords, the easiest way to add a TOTP is with a QR 
code presented during enrollment: 
1. Go to the website or service for which you want to add TOTP verifi-

cation and run through the process until you reach the QR code. (For 
instance, with Google, once logged in, click your image in the upper-
right corner of a Web page, click Manage Your Google Account, click 
Security, and click 2-Step Verification. Enroll in authentication and 
select iPhone. You can also practice using this article, which has a 
non-functional but legitimate TOTP QR code.) 

2. In iOS or iPadOS, touch and hold the QR code to bring up a menu 
of options and tap Add Verification Code in Passwords. In Safari for 
macOS, Control-click the QR Code and choose Set Up Verification 

Computer Security
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https://willhaley.com/blog/decode-and-save-google-authenticator-qr-codes/


22
Code. 

3. Depending on what logins you already have stored in 
Passwords, you’ll be presented with one of three choic-
es: 
◦ A single matching account is shown, and you’re 

prompted to add a code to that. 
◦ If multiple domains match, you’re asked to select or 

search for the correct entry. 
◦ If no match can be found, you can search your 

stored passwords. 
A code now appears in the Verification Code area. 
If you can’t load the QR code directly within Safari in 

iOS/iPadOS, you can instead scan it with the Camera 
app, which recognizes the type of QR code and offers the 
same prompt as in Step 2 above. 

You can also set up a TOTP through other methods. Go to Settings > Passwords in 
iOS/iPadOS or open Safari > Preferences > Passwords in Safari for macOS. The path bifur-
cates here, but in both cases, you can use a TOTP’s secret if it appears on the enrollment 
page. 

In iOS or iPadOS: 
1.Select a password entry. 
2.Tap Set Up Verification Code. 
3.Choose either Enter Setup Key to enter the shared secret or Scan QR Code to point at 

the QR Code as above. 
In Safari for macOS: 

1.Select a password entry. 
2.Click Edit. 
3.Click Enter Setup Key. 
4.Enter the key and click 

OK. 
After adding a TOTP, you 
will likely have to verify that 
you possess the correct code 
to finish enrollment. 
These codes sync with the 

rest of a password entry’s details across your devices if you have iCloud Keychain enabled. 
Unfortunately, you can’t migrate TOTPs from another app or ecosystem to Apple’s: authentication apps and systems don’t allow exporting the seed 

codes. Authy’s support documentation says, “In order to maintain security for our users, the Authy application does not allow importing or exporting 
2FA account tokens.” Most sites also don’t let you re-display the TOTP enrollment process. 

Thus, to switch from whatever you’re using now to Apple’s system, you’ll have to disable and re-enable two-factor authentication for each site or, if 
the site supports it, regenerate the seeding secret. 

What if you want to try Apple’s system but maintain whatever app you’re using now? In that case, after you disable and re-enable two-factor au-
thentication, you can scan the QR code or enter the setup key manually in multiple systems, one after another. Just add the QR code to Apple’s sys-
tem, and then, while it remains onscreen, scan it with Authy or 1Password or whatever. You could even take a screenshot of the QR code for later 
addition into another app, but be sure to delete it permanently afterward, as retaining it in that unprotected form may increase your security risk. 

Enter Your TOTP Code 
After you enter the correct username and password for an account protected by two-factor authentication using TOTP, Apple’s software automati-
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cally recognizes the field and gives you another way to 
enter the automatically: 
• In iOS and iPadOS, Apple automatically presents a 

verification code option in the QuickType bar when 
you tap in a field requesting the TOTP code. Simply 
tap the item in the QuickType bar to fill the field with 
the six-digit code. 

• In Safari for macOS, the app may automatically select 
the field and offer the verification code option as a but-
ton you can click, or you may need to click the field to 
get that auto-fill option to appear. In either case, click it 
to proceed. 
If neither of those automated options happens, open 

Safari > Preferences > Passwords, find the password entry, 
and click the username, password, or verification code to 
copy them for manual pasting into the login form. Some 
sites make it hard to log in. 

TOTPs Are Tops 
   TOTPs are a robust way to validate your identity as the 
only person who should be allowed access to an account be-
cause you’re sending a cryptographically generated code that 
requires possession of a secret and that doesn’t pass in a useful 
form through any other communication systems. The only 
way for an attacker to acquire a TOTP would be to hijack it 
from someone who can generate it and then enter the code 
within a minute or so—a high bar—or steal and unlock one 
of their devices. 
  Don’t make the mistake of thinking you’re not important 
enough to have your accounts hacked. With the seemingly 
constant breaches of major sites revealing millions of user-

names and passwords, attackers are automating how they test 
which accounts they can compromise. Two-factor authentication ensures that protected accounts remain safe from this kind of wholesale attack and 
from many targeted ones. If you can avoid phone-based codes and rely on TOTP with Passwords in iOS 15, iPadOS 15, and Safari 15 for macOS, 
you’ll have the best combination of security and ease of use. 

To learn more about securing your iPhone and iPad and preserving your privacy, check out the latest edition of my book, Take Control of iOS & 
iPadOS Privacy and Security, now updated for iOS 15 and iPadOS 15. 

1Password 7.9 Adds Secure Password Sharing 
by ADAM ENGST 

Five years ago, in “Share Passwords Securely with One-Time Secret” (13 June 2016), I wrote about One-Time Secret and d-note, which allow 
you to share a password—or any text—without worrying about it being intercepted or revealed in an email breach. This capability is essential when 
you’re in a group whose account access credentials need to be shared with people whose technical platform you might not even know. 

Here’s how these password-sharing services work. You enter the password in a Web form, click a Generate button, copy the provided URL, and 
send the link to the recipient. When they click the link, the site shows them the password and immediately deletes the database entry to ensure no 
one else can ever use that link again. Although this is highly unlikely, if the recipient tells you that they couldn’t retrieve the link, you know someone 
intercepted your message, and you can change the password in question. 

https://www.takecontrolbooks.com/ios-ipados-privacy-security/?pt=TIDBITS
https://www.takecontrolbooks.com/ios-ipados-privacy-security/?pt=TIDBITS
https://tidbits.com/2016/06/13/share-passwords-securely-with-one-time-secret/
https://onetimesecret.com/
https://ae7.st/d/
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I’ve taken to using yet another similar service—1ty.me—which until recently allowed 

you to enter your email address and receive a notification of when the recipient accessed 
the password. I have no idea why the feature disappeared, but I liked getting the notif-
ication that the recipient had indeed retrieved the password. 

In that article about One-Time Secret, I wrote: 
The problem I solve with One-Time Secret is infrequent, one-off password sharing with 

people whose technical setup I seldom know. If you want to share passwords more regular-
ly, better password managers like 1Password and LastPass simplify sharing as long as 
everyone uses the same app. In an ideal world, 1Password and LastPass would integrate the 
code from One-Time Secret or d-note into future versions to provide ad-hoc password 
sharing too. 

It has taken a long time, but 1Password 7.9, which AgileBits recently released, finally 
adds secure password sharing, even with people who don’t use 1Password. The interfaces 
differ slightly between 1Password.com, the Mac version of 1Password, and the iOS and 
iPadOS versions, but here are the basics of how to use it. 

Share a Password Securely 
AgileBits did a good job of making secure password sharing easy: 

1. Select an item in your 1Password vault (in iOS, tap Categories if necessary). 
2. Tap the Share button (iOS) or click the Share button and choose Share (macOS and 

1Password.com). 
3. Choose when the link should expire, either after a single view (like One-Time Secret 

and the others) or after some span of time. I recommend sticking with a single view in 
nearly all cases to ensure that the link stops working after one use—anything else opens it up to being seen by multiple people. 

4. Choose whether the link should be available to anyone or only to specific people. This tweak is an advancement over the competing services since 
you can specify that the recipient must enter their email address and receive a verification code before revealing the password. That raises the bar 
on interception since the attacker must also know the intended recipient’s address. However, it also makes retrieving the password a two-step 
process for the recipient, so you have to weigh the annoyance value against the added security. 

5. Tap or click Get Link to Share. 
6. In the next screen, tap or click the Copy button at the bot-

tom, which helpfully changes to Copied. 
7. Send the link to the recipient however you like. For higher 

security, don’t send it in the same channel as the rest of the 
login information—for instance, send most of the login 
details in email and the password link via an end-to-end 
encrypted system like iMessage. That way, if an attacker 
does intercept or hack the recipient’s email before they see 
the message, the account remains secure. 

Access a Shared Password 
How you access a shared password depends on whether or 

not the sender restricted it to a specific set of people. If they 
didn’t, just click the provided link, tap or click the password 
field, and copy the password, as in the rightmost screen be-
low. It’s best to verify that it works immediately and add it to 
your own password manager. 

More interesting is what happens if the sender limited the 
set of recipients. In that case, follow these steps: 
1. Tap or click the provided link to open it in your Web 

browser. 
2. Enter your email address and click or tap Send Code. 
3. Switch to your email and copy the six-digit code from the 

message you received. 

https://1ty.me/
https://1password.com/
https://www.lastpass.com/
https://blog.1password.com/psst-item-sharing/


Device Software Updates Now Appear in Software Update Too 
by ADAM ENGST  

One of the more mysterious aspects of using multiple Apple devices comes when you connect an iPhone, iPad, or iPod touch to a Mac and are 
greeted with a dialog from an app called MobileDeviceUpdater telling you, “A software update is required to connect to iPad.” 

It’s responding to your device having a newer version of its operating system than the Mac recognizes, so it’s most likely to happen after you up-
date your device. The Learn More button leads to an Apple support page, but it’s 
not all that informative, saying mostly that the software update is necessary for your 
Mac to talk to the device. 

In what seems to be an effort to reduce the confusion level—that MobileDe-
viceUpdater dia-
log must have 
caused innumer-
able support calls 
from people wor-
ried about mal-
ware—Apple is 
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4. Switch back to your Web browser and enter the code. 
5. 1Password displays the login information, with the password concealed; tap or click it to bring up options for Copy and Reveal. 
6. Copy the password and immediately try logging into the account in question to verify that it works and so you can save the password to your 

password manager. 

Suppose someone gets hold of a 1Password shared password link but doesn’t enter the email address of an approved recipient. In that case, they’ll 
receive an email message telling them the item wasn’t shared with that address instead of the verification code. 

The only thing I’d like to see AgileBits add to this system is an optional notification that a shared password was retrieved. I found that quite reas-
suring with 1ty.me because it helped me close the loop and know that my recipient was moving forward with the login task. 

Otherwise, AgileBits has done an excellent job with this password-sharing feature, and it’s surprising that LastPass and other password managers 
haven’t done something similar. 

Macs & macOS
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now offering the update via Software Update. No longer do you have to wait until you plug in an iPhone, iPad, or iPod touch to get the Device 
Support Update (as we now know it’s called). 

I’ve been sitting on that update for a week or two now since I wanted to verify what it was. I got that chance today when I plugged in my iPad Pro 
and got the usual MobileDeviceUpdater dialog. I made sure that Software Update was still offering me Device Support Update, and then I allowed 
the MobileDeviceUpdater dialog to update my Mac. After closing and reopening Software Update, the Device Support Update option was gone, 
confirming that they’re one and the same. 

I realize this is far from an earth-shattering discovery, but it’s nice to know for sure what will happen when installing the Device Support Update 
from Software Update. It doesn’t require a reboot, and there’s no worry if you don’t get around to it because MobileDeviceUpdater will do its thing 
the next time you plug in your device. 

Cut Down on Junk Mail with iCloud+’s Hide My Email 
by JOSH CENTERS 

Much of the time, when some website or app asks for my email address, I wince because I know I’m going to get more email, some of which I 
probably don’t want. It’s not spam since I have agreed to receive the emails. (The technical term for such legitimate but generally unwanted messages 
is “bacon” or “bacn.” While we’re on the topic, I prefer my spam with rice, wrapped in nori.) 

Email services like Fastmail have long offered alternative email addresses, which you can create and delete on the fly, and AgileBits recently part-
nered with Fastmail to integrate that functionality into 1Password. But alternative addresses aren’t available from all email providers. Nor are some 
traditional methods of creating alternative addresses all that effective. With Gmail and many other email services, you can use “plus addressing” to 
add “+something” to your email username, making it unique and thus easy to use for filtering messages from particular websites or that end up re-
ceiving actual spam. Unfortunately, there’s no way to turn off such an address, and the global spam machine caught on and started stripping the 
“+something” automatically. 

A new solution to this problem has just become available to users of Apple’s iCloud+: Hide My Email. (iCloud+ is Apple’s new name for what 
you get when you pay for extra iCloud storage, a necessity for many iPhone and iPad owners who need more than the paltry 5 GB of storage Apple 
provides for free.) Hide My Email lets you create alternative email addresses that forward to your regular email address, whether or not it’s hosted at 
iCloud. 

Suppose you share one of those alternative addresses and start receiving unwanted messages from which you can’t easily remove yourself by clicking 
an Unsubscribe link at the bottom. In that case, you can deactivate or delete the address and never be bothered again. Hide My Email also ties in 
with the Sign in with Apple feature, so you can view 
and manage the anonymous email addresses it gener-
ates. 

Note that Hide My Email addresses can only re-
ceive email. You can’t send an email message from one 
of these addresses. 

Create a Hide My Email Address 
There are four ways to create a Hide My Email 

address: in Safari in iOS 15 and iPadOS 15, in the 
Settings app in those operating systems, in System 
Preferences in macOS 12 Monterey, and on iCloud.-
com for those using earlier versions of macOS or oth-
er devices. Alas, the Safari support hasn’t made its way 
into macOS 12 Monterey. 
• Safari in iOS 15 and iPadOS 15: The easiest way 

to create a Hide My Email address is in Safari on 
an iPhone or iPad. When you tap an email field on 
a Web page, Hide My Email appears on the 
QuickType bar above the keyboard. Tap it, and a 
panel appears with a random, often silly, email 
address, like tackle_klutzy.0@icloud.com. Tap the 
Use button to generate and autofill the email ad-
dress, labeling it with the site’s domain.  

• Interestingly, taking a screenshot of the right-hand 
screen dismisses the Hide My Email panel. I had 
to make a screen recording and then capture a 

https://www.bbc.com/news/technology-21830739
https://theprepared.com/blog/add-hawaiian-flavor-to-your-survival-pantry-with-spam-musubi/
https://1password.com/fastmail/
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https://www.apple.com/icloud/#plus
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT210425
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT210318
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frame from the video. 

• Settings app: Another way to create a Hide My Email address 
is to go to Settings > Your Name > iCloud > Hide My Email 
and tap Create New Address. You’re presented with a random-
ly generated email address and have to add a label, such as the 
name of the site or app in play. There’s also a field for a note. 
Tap Next and then Done. 

• Monterey: Go to System Preferences > Apple ID > Hide My 
Email > Options. Click the plus + button, enter a label and an 
optional note, click Continue, and then either Copy Address 
to paste it somewhere else right away or Done to finish. 

• iCloud.com: You can also create new Hide My Email address-
es on iCloud.com, though it’s not as slick. On the main page, 
click Account Settings under the greeting. Under Hide My 
Email, click Manage. Click the plus + icon, enter a label, add a 
note if you like, and click Create Email Address. Note that 
iCloud.com doesn’t list any email addresses created using Sign 
in with Apple. 

Manage Hide My Email Addresses 
You can’t do much with Hide My Email addresses, but 

there isn’t much you need to do. The interfaces vary by plat-
form, but the functionality is nearly identical, so we’ll focus 
on iOS 15. 

iOS 15 and iPadOS 15 
You manage your Hide My Email addresses—including 

those created by Sign in with Apple—in Settings > Your 
Name > iCloud > Hide My Email. 
• Copy an address: To copy a Hide My Email address, tap 

its entry on the Hide My Email screen and touch and 
hold the address to reveal a Copy popover. Tap it to copy 
the address. 

• Change the forwarding address: At the bottom of the Hide My Email settings 
screen is the Forward To option, which lets you change the email address to which 
your Hide My Email addresses forward. Choose an address and tap Done. Unfortu-
nately, you can’t enter a specific address here. Instead, it lists every email address you’ve 
registered with 
Apple or through 
the Mail apps. 
Plus, all Hide My 
Email addresses 
must forward to 
the same ad-
dress—when you 
change i t , i t 

https://www.icloud.com/
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changes for all of them. 
• Deactivate/reacti-

vate/delete an ad-
dress: Tap an ad-
dress to see its set-
tings, then tap Deac-
tivate Email Address 
followed by Deacti-
vate. The email ad-
dress will still exist, 
but it will no longer 
forward mail to your 
email address. A new 
Inactive Addresses 
entry appears in the 
Hide My Email 
settings screen that 
lists your deactivated 
addresses. When you 
view an address in 
the Inactive Address-
es screen, you can 
turn it back on by 
tapping Reactivate 
Address or remove it entirely by tapping Delete Address. You can’t deactivate addresses created with Sign in with Apple. Instead, turn off Forward 
To. And if you want to delete a Sign in with Apple 
address, read on. 

• Remove Sign in with Apple addresses: In the Hide 
My Email screen, tap a Sign in with Apple address, 
and tap Manage Settings in its settings screen, which 
lets you manage all your Sign in with Apple accounts. 
Select an account and then tap Stop Using Apple ID 
to delete that account.  

• The Manage Hide My Email Settings option on the 
rightmost screen is bizarre. It takes you to another 
Hide My Email settings screen nested inside the first 
one. And you can keep navigating down recursively. 

Monterey 
Go to System Preferences > Apple ID > Hide My 

Email > Options. Monterey also shows email addresses 
associated with Sign in with Apple. 

Just as in iOS 15 and iPadOS 15, you can select an 
address to see options to copy it or turn it off. Manage 
Settings lets you manage those Sign in with Apple ac-
counts, and Options buttons next to Forward To and 
Inactive Addresses let you manage those. 

iCloud.com 
On iCloud’s main page, click Account Settings under 

the greeting. Under Hide My Email, click Manage. 
Here, you see a group of settings similar to those in iOS 

I hope Apple refines the interface because this dialog is weirdly laid out, 
and having two Options buttons stacked on top of each other so far from 
their labels is confusing.
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and iPadOS. You can choose a forwarding address at the bottom of 
the window and click an address (again, not one created by Sign in 
with Apple) to copy or deactivate it. However, you can’t delete an 
email address from iCloud.com. 

Although the interfaces for Hide My Email don’t seem fully 
baked, the overall functionality should help you cut down on some 
unwanted email. For more about other new features in iOS 15 and 
iPadOS 15, check out my Take Control of iOS 15 and iPadOS 
15 book 

LittleBITS: Crab Fit, Insta360 GO 2, myCharge 
MAG-LOCK, Windows on M1 Macs 

by ADAM ENGST 
I’ve recently been frustrated by wanting to share little bits of in-

formation for which I lack either the time or motivation to write 
standalone articles. They may be casual observations that don’t merit 
the depth of an article, answers I’ve given to email queries I’ve re-
ceived from readers, or updates on something I wrote about once 
and don’t want to reprise in depth. I make no promises about keep-
ing this LittleBITS column going, but we’ll see if it turns into some-
thing that feels worthwhile and that I enjoy doing. 

Crab Fit Modernizes When2Meet 
Almost a year ago, I wrote “When2Meet: An Easier Way to 

Settle on a Meeting Time” (6 January 2021) to share with you an 
online tool that I’d found far better than Doodle (see “Doodle Helps You Schedule Meetings,” 28 May 2015) for scheduling meetings that need to 
take into account the schedules of numerous people. Since then, I’ve used When2Meet successfully, but as I’ve watched people use it, I’ve observed a 
few problems: 
• As I noted in the article, it doesn’t work well on the iPhone. 
• Some people get confused about the need for a password, so I have to explain that it’s only if they want to change their vote in the future. 
• There’s no good way to differentiate between “This time is good for me” and “I don’t like it, but I could make it if need be.” 

After that article came out, Web developer Ben Grant dropped me a note. He loves When2Meet’s lightweight approach to scheduling but was 
frustrated by its lack of a mobile-friendly interface. His answer to that problem: Crab Fit, which works exactly like When2Meet but has a clean, 
modern interface that displays well on the iPhone screen. 
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Crab Fit solves the mobile problem, and it provides a clear explanation of what the password is for. It doesn’t have an answer for the issue of how to 

have an “if necessary” vote, but that would significantly increase the complexity of what is a deliciously simple system. 
My only real issue with Crab Fit is the name. It’s memorable and may be explained by Ben’s day job working on Pok Pok Playroom, a collection of 

digital toys for kids that won a 2021 Apple Design Award. But it is hard to ask a non-technical person to vote “in a Crab Fit poll” (a workout based 
on scuttling around the floor?) compared to voting “in a When2Meet poll” (will Friday work for you?). 

Insta360 GO 2 Camera Shrinks the Action Cam Even Further 
Early this year, I wrote about the Insta360 ONE X2 action cam, which lets you take 360º video by merging footage from a pair of cameras (see 

“First Look: Insta360 ONE X2 Steady Cam,” 12 February 2021). I haven’t used the ONE X2 as much as I would have liked this summer, 
though, partly because I’ve been unable to run much due to injury and partly because I haven’t been able to figure out what I want to shoot with it. I 
could record a standard group run, but I’m not enthused about carrying the selfie stick for 30–90 minutes, and 
who would be interested in watching a bunch of runners talking for that amount of time? Or I could try to record 
a trail race course for previewing it, but again, that’s a long time to watch trees go by. And my life is busy enough 
that I don’t have hours to edit video after running, especially if I need to condense an hour into a few minutes. I 
suppose I’ll never be a YouTube star. 

But Insta360 has a new $299.95 camera that’s being sold in the Apple online store that addresses at least one of 
my issues—holding the selfie stick for a longer run. The tiny Insta360 GO 2 is only 2.08 x 0.93 x 0.81 inches 
(52.9 x 23.6 x 20.7 mm) and weighs just 0.93 oz (26.5 g). It’s small and light enough that you can attach it to a 
pendant, your clothing, a hat, a headband, or a little stand, and it’s even waterproof up to 13 feet (4 m) deep. 

In terms of video, the GO 2 provides 120º video at 2560-by-1440 and up to 50 frames per second. You have to 
see it in action to understand just how small it is. 

Of course, diminutive size brings with it significant limitations. The maximum clip length is 10, 15, or 30 
minutes, depending on shooting mode, and the runtime is similarly 20 or 30 minutes, depending on mode. It’s 
probably ideal for TikTok users or those who need to record little bits of their days all the time. I’ll stick with trying 
to figure out the best ways to use the ONE X2. 

myCharge MAG-LOCK External Battery Works with MagSafe iPhones 
I recently received a myCharge MAG-LOCK external battery for review. It’s a MagSafe battery, so it’s compatible only with the iPhone 12 and 

iPhone 13, but since I just upgraded from an iPhone 11 Pro to the iPhone 13 Pro, I was curious to give MagSafe a try. 
I got the $59.99 6000 mAh Mama Bear bat-

tery—the $49.99 Baby Bear model is 3000 mAh, 
and the $69.99 Papa Bear battery offers 9000 
mAh. The gray battery—there are five colors—is 
pretty thick at 0.63 inches (1.6 cm), but I could still 
put my iPhone 13 Pro in my jeans pocket with the 
battery attached. And it stayed attached—the 
MagSafe connection is strong enough that the de-
vices stay connected even if you pick up the com-
bination by the top device. Shaking the iPhone 
dislodged the battery, though, and I could imagine 
them coming apart in a purse or bag. I did appreci-
ate how MagSafe aligned the battery properly—
I’ve hated that aspect of Qi-compatible wireless 
chargers. 

You might notice if it detaches, though, since the 
battery whistles quietly when you attach or detach 
it, which is helpful feedback. It also has an LED 
that shows green when it’s charged and red when 
it’s low on power; a button turns on the LED if 
necessary, but you don’t have to press the button to start charging, as on many other batteries (see “Comparing MagSafe Battery Packs: Not A 
Simple Choice,” 20 August 2021). 

On the downside, it was slow—it took 4:11 to charge my iPhone 13 Pro from 0% to 100% with the MAG-LOCK. However, I was impressed 
that it didn’t fully deplete the battery. Another problem was that the battery extended under the camera lenses just enough to put a thin gray edge at 
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the bottom of my photos. That’s not a deal-breaker because you could just take it off before snapping a picture. And finally, I had to take the iPhone 
13 Pro out of its case, which isn’t MagSafe-compatible. 

myCharge has branded these batteries as the “MAG-LOCK Superhero Chargers” and festooned the marketing materials with a stern-looking guy 
in a costume. At first, I thought the MAG-LOCK might stop bullets, but myCharge’s video makes it clear the batteries are actually constructed of 
the same substance as Thor’s hammer and will fly to your iPhone from a distance when summoned. This did not work in my testing. 

I don’t have enough experience with other external batteries to recommend for or against the MAG-LOCK battery. It works as advertised, it has 
some nice features, and its problems aren’t severe. But I remain negative about wireless charging in general because I inherently disapprove of a tech-
nology that trades minimal convenience for a massively inefficient use of power (see “MagSafe Is Cool, but Is It Worth the Trade-Offs?,” 6 No-
vember 2020). 

What’s the Deal with Windows on M1-Based Macs? 
TidBITS reader Geoff Hart wrote to ask what I knew about running Parallels Desktop on M1-based Macs. The problem, of course, is that the 

standard versions of Windows (and Windows apps) run on Intel chips, not the ARM-based M1. There is a Windows 11 for ARM Insider Preview 
that can run Windows apps in emulation; Parallels provides instructions for getting it. Unfortunately, Microsoft said back in September that run-
ning Windows 11 on M1-based Macs is not “a supported scenario.” When I reached out to my old friend Kurt Schmucker at Parallels to get his 
take, he replied with this highly politic if not particularly helpful official statement: 

While we can’t comment specifically on another company’s statement, it’s not unusual for software manufacturers to have policies regarding the 
hardware requirements and environments they officially support. And throughout the tech industry, there are many examples of software use cases 
and configurations that may not be officially supported, but remain very popular in both corporate and individual end user environments. 

Geoff was hoping to upgrade to a new 14-inch MacBook Pro, but he needs to run Word 2019 for Windows, and it has to be as rock-solid as his 
combination of macOS 10.13 High Sierra, Parallels Desktop 15, and Windows 10. And he was hoping we might write an article on the topic. 

A few months ago, I installed Parallels Desktop 16 and Windows 10 for ARM Insider Preview on my M1-based MacBook Air, and I verified that 
Windows boots and seems to work. But I only ever run one Windows app—the crusty HyTek Meet Manager for six track meets per year—and 
this summer, I wimped out and reverted to running it on a 2016 Intel-based MacBook Pro that I know works with the USB-to-serial adapter I use 
to connect it to our Time Machine timing system (Apple came late to the naming game on that one). I spend far more time updating Windows 
than using it. 

After Geoff wrote, I upgraded to Parallels Desktop 17, updated to Windows 11 for ARM Insider Preview, and verified once again that it boots and 
lets me launch apps. It seems to work fine. But saying “works on my machine” isn’t enough for me to assure Geoff that Word 2019 will be rock-solid. 
Microsoft could always block it from working in the future, too. And I certainly don’t know enough to write an article that I could stand behind. 

In the end, I recommended that Geoff purchase the 14-inch MacBook Pro and put everything through its paces with his actual workflow. You can 
always return a Mac to Apple within 14 days for any reason, so if it didn’t perform adequately for his needs, he could take it back and look for one 
of the dwindling stock of Intel-based MacBook Pros. 

ExtraBITS 
Charts in Apple’s Numbers Spreadsheet: Which One When? — Apple’s Numbers and Pages apps provide a plethora of charting choices. But 
neither helps you with the crucial decision regarding what type of chart to use for which kind of data. Here’s a roundup of your choices, and some 
advice as to when each should be used. 

How to add your Covid vaccine card to Apple Wallet on your iPhone - When Apple released iOS 15 back in September, it was still missing a few 
key features. Many of those features made their debut in iOS 15.1, which finally rolled out on Monday. The most notable addition was SharePlay, 
which allows iPhone, iPad, and Mac owners to watch movies, listen to music, and use apps together on FaceTime calls.But that’s not all that the up-
date added.iOS 15.1 also allows iPhone users to store a COVID-19 vaccine card in Apple’s Wallet app. 

Panic Reveals Secret iPod Prototype — Apple development company Panic has had an iPod prototype in a closet for two decades and is now 
showing it to the world. 

SuperDuper 3.5 — The SuperDuper backup and cloning program has been updated and is now compatible with macOS 12 Monterey. 

VideoDuke 2.1 — VideoDuke can save clips from popular websites, including YouTube, Instagram, TikTok, Facebook, Vimeo, Dailymotion, 
Tublr, and Reddit. When needed, VideoDuke can convert videos to MP3 files. It can also switch between simple downloads, and a special Advanced 
mode that lets you save any resource found on a website. It is compatible with both M1 and Intel.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9lIaPL0CUTY
https://tidbits.com/2020/11/06/magsafe-is-cool-but-is-it-worth-the-trade-offs/
https://www.parallels.com/products/desktop/
https://kb.parallels.com/125375
https://www.theregister.com/2021/09/10/windows_11_m1/
https://hytek.active.com/track-meet-management.html
https://www.tripplite.com/keyspan-high-speed-usb-to-serial-adapter~USA19HS
https://www.timemachine.org/
https://www.apple.com/shop/help/returns_refund
https://tidbits.com/2021/10/14/charts-in-apples-numbers-spreadsheet-which-one-when/
https://apple.news/AVlxoJLWdQhmWH6Dfwkd0Hg
https://tidbits.com/2021/10/25/panic-reveals-secret-ipod-prototype/
https://tidbits.com/watchlist/superduper-3-5/
https://mac.eltima.com/video-downloader.html
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Membership Application Form 
Membership entitles you to access to our online forums, participation in prize drawings, and access to the bar-
gains in the members area of the SMMUG website at www. smmug.org. SMMUG renewal membership dues 
($30) apply to the calendar year and are paid each December for the following year. Use the following table for 
NEW MEMBERSHIP ONLY: 

 JAN 1 to MAR 31 - $30.00  APR 1 to JUN 30 - $20.00  
  JUL 1 to SEPT 30 - $15.00  OCT 1 to DEC 31 - $10.00 

Please Print Clearly!     Today’s Date  

Name 
 Street Address 
 City/State/ZIP 

 Home Telephone 
 E-mail Address

Have you previously been a member of SMMUG? 
How did you learn about SMMUG? 

Make your check payable to:  SMMUG   
Then mail or give this form and your check to:

SMMUG, Inc.    
2100 Wood Avenue 
Colorado Springs, CO 80907-6718 

Please make an online account for me. 
User Name _______________

Don’t make an online account for me. I 
do not want one or I already have one.

Business Telephone 

About Us 

The Silicon Mountain Macintosh User Group, Inc. (a nonprofit educational corporation) was formed in Colorado Springs, Col-
orado in 1985, and is one of the oldest Macintosh User Groups in the United States. SMMUG, Inc. is dedicated to helping 
members enjoy and learn about their Macintosh computer, iPhone and iPad devices. 

Club membership is open to everyone and you are cordially invited to visit our free monthly General Meeting on the second 
Monday of each month, at 7:00 PM. For those new to the Macintosh, we have a Question & Answer session at 6:00 PM, where 
our collective expertise can help answer your questions.  

All members receive a monthly newsletter, published on our web site, see great reviews of software and hardware, or can partici-
pate in the monthly door prize drawing. Each member gets one vote during annual Officer Elections. No corporate memberships 
are granted. 

Our officers are volunteers and receive no pay. All funds raised are used for the cost of operating the club and its meetings. 

http://www.smmug.org

