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The Tiffen Dfx Digital Filter Suite is a set of digital optical filters for professional photographers, filmmakers, video editors, and visual 
effects artists. Tiffen Dfx comes in several different packages. There is a Standalone program, a Photo Plug-in (compatible 
with Photoshop, Photoshop Elements, Photoshop Lightroom, and Aperture), a Video/Film plug-in (compatible with Final Cut Pro X, 
Motion, Premier Pro, After effects, and Avid Editing Systems), and a standalone and a plug-in OFX version (compatible with Nuke, Sony Vegas, 
Black Magic Resolve and Assimilate Scratch). This review will be based on the Video/Film plug-in used in Final Cut Pro X. 

I want to start this review by saying the Tiffen Dfx Digital Filter Suite comes with 131 filters with each filter having quite a few options. So it 
would take too long to review them all. I will therefore just pick a few to talk about and then give my over-all impression of the suite. 

User interface 
Once you apply a plug-in, a list of 

parameters appears in Final Cut Pro 
X’s Inspector. But it doesn't stop 
there. At the top of the parameters is 
a Dfx Interface button which when 
pushed upon opens up a separate 
Dfx window. This window has the 
same parameters as its Final Cut Pro 
X counterpart, so why the separate 
window? Because it also has thumb-
nails that show how your clip would 
look with each of that plug-in’s pre-
sets applied. This is a quick way to 
find the exact look you are searching 
for and then apply it with one quick 
click of the preset thumbnail. 

What’s nice is that these presets 
can  not only be used as-is, but they 
can also be used as a starting point 
for your further tweaking of the pa-
rameter controls. 

When you apply an Effect and 
then activate the Dfx window, a single 
frame of your clip is shown in the Viewer (taken from where your play head was located). This single frame can be viewed as a single image, split in 
half (either horizontally or vertically) with the effect shown only on one half of the image or shown as separate before and after images. 

Film Stock 
Tiffen Dfx comes with simulations for 113 color 

and black & white photographic film stocks. Every-
thing from 8mm BW, Agfa Optima, and Fuji Astia 
100F to Kodak Ektachrome EES, Polaroid 672, 
and Ziatype 2. 

Color Correction 
Dfx comes with filters like: Color Correct, Printer 

Points, Telecine, and Temperature that can be used 
to adjust you image’s color. The use of sliders and 
realtime modifications (that lets you instantly see the 
color changes) makes it real easy to make the correc-

This is the Dfx User Interface which includes the Presets on the left, the Viewer in the middle (showing 
before and after views), and the Parameters on the right. In this example, the “Antique” preset was ap-

plied. If it wasn’t for the bus in the foreground, you would swear this video was taken a long time ago.

           Before                                           Black After                                    Gold After 
The Defusion/FX filter’s black presets gives a smooth look to surfaces which can be use 
to diminish facial wrinkles and blemishes (you scan specify the amount of smoothing). 

The Gold presets also add a soft golden tint to shadows. [these three images were copied from 
the Tiffen Dfx User Guide]



tions that you want. Color changes can be applied universally or by using the Shadow, Mid-
tone, and Highlight region mattes. 

Color Grade 
Have you taken video of the sky only to have it appear dull and washed-out in your video 

clip? Now with the Color Grade filter, you can change the dull sky to vivid blue or spruce-up 
the look of a sunrise or sunset. Around 100 different Color Gradient Presets are available or you 
can create your own color gradient. 

The Haze Filter 
How many of you out there have taken video footage of a special event or location only to 

find out later the clip is all hazy? This has happened to all of us at one time or the other. Usually 
you have to resort to tweaking the contrast, brightness, darkness, etc. parameters to remove the 
haze. Now with the Haze filter, all the work has been done for you. The Haze Filter comes with 
10 presets for removing haze.  

Day for night 
Many of us have seen movies where it was a night scene, but you could tell it was taken dur-

ing the day (because there were strong shadows). This was usually accomplished by filming 
through a tinted filter that mimics twilight filming. Well the Day for Night filter will do 
the same thing - make your day footage look like it was taken at twilight. 

Rainbow 
You can place an arced multi-colored rainbow in your scene. There are parameter settings that 

let you set its size, angle, thickness, blur, etc.  

Bleach Bypass 
Bleach Bypass is a film laboratory technique which skips the bleach stage in the color process-

ing sequence so the silver is retained. This increases the contrast and reduces the saturation giv-
ing the clip a pastel effect. 

Depth of Field 
This can be used to isolate or highlight a portion of the scene by blurring the rest of the scene. 

Diffusion/FX 
The Defusion/FX filter has black and gold presets. The black presets gives a smooth look to 

surfaces which can be use to diminish facial wrinkles and blemishes. The Gold presets also adds 
a soft golden tint to shadows. 

Lens Distortion 
The Lens Distortion filter will help you correct the pin-cushioning and barrel distor-
tions of camera lenses. It can also be used in reverse to create the look of a wide angle 
lens. 

Light 
The Light filter is fun to play with. It simulates light being cast on your video - such 

as light coming through windows, Venetian blinds, or even light from lightening 
strikes. The filter comes with hundreds of design/image “Grobos” (lighting effects) 
created by Gamproducts and Rosco. These include things like whirls, twirls, and 
weave designs, sport logos like you see at the olympics, outdoor scenes, a music staff w/ 
notes, a tiger, religious emblems, and words (“The End”, different holiday greetings, 
and “Zooom”). To be truthful, I can’t imagine why anyone would use some of the 
images, but they are there if you have a need. 

I was able to quickly remove unwanted haze using one of 
the Haze Presets. 

The “Light” filter simulates light being cast on 
your video - such as light coming through win-
dows, Venetian blinds, or even light from light-

ening strikes.



Defog 
This filter uses advanced algorithms to restore clear day contrast and colors of a scene that 

was taken through fog and mist. BTW: There is also a Fog filter that does the reverse of this 
filter. 

Gels 
The Gels filter simulates the colored filters or gels that photographers and cinematogra-

phers place in front of their lights. 

HFX Star 
You can use this filter to add one of four different star effects to candle flames, street lights, 

water scenes, etc. 

Borders 
You can add a solid or soft-edged white, black, or a mixture of the two borders around 

your video clip. 

Cartoon 
You can give your video clip a cartoon look. 

BTW: For the filters that are placing something on the clip like the rainbow or the cast light, you will have to manually move the gobo to follow 
the camera movement or use motion tracking software (not included in the Tiffen package) to keep the effect in-place if your clip’s camera is mov-
ing. 

This review only covered 16 of the available 131 filters - just enough to give you an idea of the types of filters this package has. If you are interested, 
the Tiffen web site has Before and After images of all 131 filters. 

Additional features: 
• 8, 16, 32 bit image processing 
• Multi-processor acceleration 
• GPU acceleration 

The Skinny 
Evaluation: Tiffen Dfx 4 has a good variety of powerful plug-ins - well worth the cost for any serious photographer or cinematog-
rapher. The interface with its many ready-made presets is easy to use, though there is a bit of a learning curve on some of the fil-
ters if you want to tweak them yourself. I like that the effects are fully customizable. 

Requires:  
64 bit Intel processors, Mac OSX 10.8.x and up, 4GB of RAM (8GB or more recommended), 1GB of available disk space for 
caching and temporary files, Three-button mouse or Wacom tablet.  
Recommended Graphics Cards: NVIDIA GTX 460 or better, AMD Radeon 57xx series or better, OpenCL 1.0 capable graph-
ic card, 1GB of graphics memory; Adobe After Effects CS5 and up, Adobe Premiere Pro CS5 and up , Apple Final Cut Pro X 
10.1.1 and up, Apple Motion 5.1 and up, Avid Editing Systems (64 Bit versions only)  

Company: The Tiffen Company 

Price:  
Tiffen Dfx film/video plug-in $499.95  
Tiffen Dfx photo plug-in $149.99  
Tiffen Dfx standalone $129.99  
Tiffen Dfx 4 OFX standard plug-in $499.95 
Tiffen Dfx 4 OFX Pro plug-in $999.95  

Available Trial copy 

HFX Star will add star (glow) effects to candle 
flames, street lights, water scenes, etc.

http://software.tiffen.com/filters
http://software.tiffen.com/products/dfx-products/dfxv4-video-film-plug-in
http://software.tiffen.com/products/dfxv4-free-trial-downloads

