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Chaotica is a fractal art application that creates digital art from mathematical algorithms. If your eyes are glazing over, know this, Chaotica is fun to 
use and there are an infinite amount of  fractal designs that it can create. They are gorgeous! 

If this still seems intimidating, be aware that when you open Chaotica its “Parameter Browser” window pops up with nine fractal examples (Figure 
2). If you don’t see one that you like, you can keep making it show the next nine and so forth. When you find one that you like, simply double click 
on it and that fractal “world” will show up in the main Render View window, ready for you to start tweaking or use as-is. Once you get comfortable 
with modifying existing examples, you can venture out and create your own fractals from scratch. 

User Interface 
When you first open Chaotica, the main Render View window opens (Figure 1). Along the left side are various parameter buttons and settings, 

the most important are the “Random World Generator” buttons. Each time you press the “New random worlds” button, Chaotica will generate 
nine fractal world 
examples (as men-
tioned earlier). You 
can set the mini-
mum and maxi-
mum number if 
iterations (which 
build upon the pre-
vious fractal) plus 
there are also “Partial 
Randomization” 
buttons which caus-
es random changes 
to one aspect of the 
random world, 
while keeping other 
aspects the same. 

To the right of the 
Render View win-
dow are the Image 
Settings. They let 
you set the Brightness, 1 / Gamma, Vibrancy, Gamma Threshold, and the Background color of your images.  There is also a Response Curves panel 
that can be used to change the colors of a render. 

Editors 
• World Editor: The World Editor (Figure 4) is where you create new fractal worlds from scratch or modify existing worlds. 
• Animation Editor: The Animation Editor (Figure 3) is where you set an animation’s length, frame rate, and keyframes. 

GPU support 
Chaotica will render using the CPU, but it also supports multi-GPU rendering. Your GPU(s) will be listed and you can specify which one or all of 

them will be used. You can also specify whether it is to use OpenCL or not. 
You can set the number of CPU threads to be use for rendering to a value smaller than the number of cores in your computer - to lessen the load 

on your computer. 

Rendering and Saving the files 
Chaotica is a progressive renderer, meaning it will render indefinitely if you let it. You can save the render at any time, judging for yourself when 

the image quality is good enough for a final product. 
• Images: The still images are saved as a PNG files. 
• Animations: You have the choice of saving your animations in either H.264 or HEVC (H265) encoding plus you can set the Bitrate and the 

Figure 1. This is the Chaotica workspace showing a generated fractal.



Frames Per Second. The animations are saved as a series of PNG files that Chaotica can then convert into a mp4 video file. 
BTW: There is a Batch mode that lets you render multiple Chaotica files, one after the other. 

What can you use these fractals for? 
You can print out high resolution images and mount them as artwork on your wall or 

use them for desktop wallpapers. You can also use the animations to spruce up the look 
of your website or use them as a moving backdrop for your video chats or informational 
videos, etc. 

The Chaotica Image Gallery has quite a few fractal world examples that were created by ten artists. I suggest that you click on the artist’s names to 
see the worlds that each one created. They are all completely different from each other, and are stunning! 

Versions 
• Chaotica HD licenses: This is for casual users who want to create high quality desktop wallpapers up to 4 megapixels (e.g. 

2560x1600) and 720p animations up to 3 minutes long. 
• Chaotica Studio licenses: This version has no still image or animation limitations. 

The Skinny 
Evaluation:  Chaotica seems intimidating a first but once you play with it for awhile, you will find it is easy to use and creates beautiful images. 
Requires: OS X 10.13 or higher, 64-bit processor, 4GB of RAM - 16 GB recommended for very high resolution images that you want to print, 

100MB hard drive   space 
Company: Glare Technologies, Chaotica web site, Apple Store 
Price: Chaotica Studio: Glare Technologies: $109, Apple Store: $99.99 
           Chaotica HD: Glare Technologies: $45, Apple Store: $37.99 
Available Trial Copy 
.

Figure 2. Here are twenty seven examples of randomly generated fractal worlds. You can see that a wide verity of fractal designs are possible.

Figure 3. The Animation Editor is where you set an animation’s length, frame 
rate, and keyframes.

Figure 4. The World Editor lets you create new frac-
tal worlds from scratch or modify existing worlds.

https://www.chaoticafractals.com/gallery
https://www.glaretechnologies.com
https://www.chaoticafractals.com
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/chaotica-studio-2/id1534968371?mt=12
https://www.chaoticafractals.com/download

