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What would you do if your home burned down or was destroyed? Your first step would probably be to contact your insurance company and put 
in a claim for not only the home but also its contents. 

Did you previously catalog everything that was in your home? If not, do you remember everything that you owned? Do you have receipts for 
everything to prove that you really did purchase said items? If the answer to these questions is “No”, then you may have a problem with your claim. 

Instead of waiting for disaster to strike, why don’t you be proactive and catalog all of your purchases and receipts now? You can easily do this with 
Binary Formations’ Home Inventory program. Home Inventory comes in two parts - a program for the Mac and a free App for the iPhone or iPad.  

In short - Home inventory can help you store the make, model, serial numbers, purchase price and date of your items. It can also store photos, 
receipts, warranty information (manufacturer’s, extended, and other types of warranties), and much more. You can create a list of heirs and assign 
items to each heir for estate planning.  Use the dated notes feature to make notes about modifications and repairs. Attach files, such as digital copies 
of owner’s manuals. No more searching for the information you need. 

Getting started 
The Home Inventory instructions gives the user good advice on how to start. You should start by going through your house and make a list of the 

locations in your home where you have personal property. Don’t forget your attic, closets, the garage, and deck. 
When you first open Home Inventory, a few room name suggestions are already listed, e.g. bedroom, dinning, and room living room. These are 

not locked in stone, you can delete any or all of them and add your own room names. 
Once you have all of your locations set, you should take an overall establishing shot/photo of the room that you are currently cataloging. You may 

Figure 1. The Item View is where you add, edit, and view information about the items in your home.



also want to make relevant 
notes about the location, 
such as any renovations you 
may have made to a room 
or the color of paint used on 
the walls. Once done, you 
can start taking photos of 
the items in this and then 
adjacent locations/rooms 
(more later on the ways to 
take/import the photos). 
FYI: Product shots found 
on manufacturer’s websites 
may look good, but they 
don’t establish proof of 
ownership - so you are ad-
vised to take them yourself. 
You are also advised to take 
photos of serial numbers, 
model numbers, and other 
identifying characteristics of 
your items, when available. 
These photos show your 
items in their places in your 
home and help establish 
your proof of ownership should you need to make a claim. 

Adding item info into Home Inventory 
You will ned to fill in the details from the information you have gathered for each of the items in the location or collection. Home Inventory can 

keep track of a variety of charac-
teristics about each of your 
items, including (Figure 2): 
• Name/title/short description 
• Make/manufacturer 
• Model number 
• Serial number 
• Category (electronics, furni-

ture, etc. Home Inventory 
creates several categories for 
you by default but you are free 
to edit, remove, and add to 
these categories as you wish.) 

• Location/room an item is in 
• General condition (excellent, 

good, poor, etc.) 
• The Collection the item be-

longs to (A collection is a 
group of items that have some 
common theme or element, 
e.g. a set of baseball cards, 
CDs, or the books you own.) 

• Where or from whom an 
item was purchased or ac-

Figure 2. The Album View lets you view all the photos and receipts in your inventory simultane-
ously. You can also edit photos and receipts and attach them to or detach them from your items.

Figure 3. Home Inventory can help you with your estate planning by letting you assign an heir 
to each of the items in your inventory.



quired 
• Purchase date & Price 
• Current/replacement value 
• Quantity of the same item in 

your inventory 
• User assigned tags 
• ISBN or EAN number 
• Photos of your items 
• Receipts of purchase 
• Notes on your items 
• Warranty information 
• File attachments (which can be 

used to store owner’s manuals, 
etc.) 
Home Inventory can manage 

multiple inventories and you can 
have more than one inventory open 
at one time. 

There are six different ways to 
navigate your way through the 
items in your inventory. The first 
lets you see all of the items in your 
inventory in a single list. The rest involve filtering the items you see in the Item List by the category, collection, heir, location, or tag. 

Item Warranties 
You can enter warranty information for each item still within its warranty period. Home Inventory can store multiple warranties for each item, 

which lets you enter the manufacturer’s warranty and any extended or supplementary warranties. 

Item Notes 
There is a “Note” field where you can add notes about an item. This could be helpful if you want to keep track of when you upgraded or repaired 

an item, etc. 

Item Files 
Home Inventory lets you 

attach PDFs (like user manuals) 
or scanned files (like scanned 
images of a warranty) to your 
items and insurance policy en-
tries. 

Item Receipts 
Home Inventory will also 

store receipts which can help 
establish proof of possession. 
You are not limited in the 
number of receipts you attached 
to an item. 

Estate Planning 
Home Inventory can help 

you with your estate planning 
by letting you assign an heir to 
each of the items in your inven-

Figure 4.  Home View is where you keep track of general information about your home.

Figure 5.  You can use the Policy View to enter information about the various insurance policies you have.



tory (Figure 3). You can then print a 
report, broken down by each heir that 
can be attached as an addendum to your 
will. 

Keeping track of your Home Info 
In addition to keeping track of the 

items in you home, Home Inventory 
can also keep track of information about 
your home (Figure 4). You can use it to 
manage regular home maintenance tasks 
(such as changing the batteries in your 
smoke detectors and winterizing the 
sprinkler system), keep a history of your 
property assessments, and store basic 
home stats (such as the square footage, 
purchase date, and the year your home 
was built). 

Managing Your Insurance Poli-
cies 

Knowing where you stand with the 
level of insurance coverage you have is 
one of the more important aspects of 
keeping an up-to-date inventory. Do you have less coverage than you need? The Home Inventory helps you answer this by letting you enter infor-
mation about the various insurance policies that you have (Figure 5).  

Several policy types are supported, including homeowner’s, renter’s, automobile, life, and health insurance. So you can keep a record of this infor-
mation in case you need it. 

Home Inventory will alert you if the value of the items covered by a given coverage entry exceeds the amount of coverage provided or if the value 
of any individual items exceed the maximum value allowed for a single item by a coverage entry. 

Adding inventory items using the iPod, iPhone, or iPad 
There is nothing more tedious than having to log in thousands of inventory items by hand. There is a better - quicker way. You can add items to 

your library by taking pictures of them with your iPhone or iPad and then upload them directly into the Home Inventory program on you Mac. 
There are two ways to do this: 
1. Apple’s Continuity Camera feature (Figure 7): This 

lets you can add a photo of an item or receipt straight 
from your iPhone or iPad’s camera without opening a 
separate app on the iPhone/iPad. To use Continuity 
Camera, you must be running macOS Mojave 
(10.14) or later and iOS 12 or later, have both WiFi 
and Bluetooth turned on, and be signed into iCloud 
with the same Apple ID that uses two-factor identifi-
cation. 

2. Home Inventory Remote Entry: This free app gives 
you more options than the Continuity Camera fea-
ture. Besides letting you take photos of your inventory 
items and receipts, it also lets you name the items, set 
their category, collection type, conditions, and tags - 
using voice dictation. All of the items that you add/
created offline will be added to your inventory on 
your Mac the next time that you connect to the 
Home Inventory program over your home’s WiFi 

Figure 6.  With Home Inventory’s Inbox, you can send receipts for the items you purchase 
online to the Inbox directly from your email app or web browser, without having to launch 
Home Inventory. This pict shows 1 of  9 items in the Inbox (they line the bottom of the win-
dow). There’s also a #9 number badge next to the Inbox heading at the top of the window.

Figure 7. The Continuity Camera lets you add photos and scan receipts from 
the camera on your iPhone or iPad directly into Home Inventory.on your Mac.



network.  
The Remote Entry App can also be used to scan information from QR 

code, Aztec codes, and other 1D and 2D barcodes into the item fields. This 
is helpful for quickly entering serial numbers, asset tags, and other machine 
readable information. 

When you are connected to your inventory over WiFI, you can also edit 
the existing items and use Remote Entry’s barcode scanner to add items to 
your inventory by looking up their UPC/EAN barcode online (or you can 
enter the UPC or EAN numbers in manually from within Home Invento-
ry - Figure 8 & 9). 

Remote Entry is a great way to quickly add photos and names of your 
items in rapid succession. It is also handy to have if you need to catalog 
items off site like in a storage room or at your office. 

Home Inventory’s Inbox 
Keeping your inventory up to date is important. But adding new items to 

Home Inventory as soon as they are purchased is not realistic for most people. 
So items purchased online might fall through the cracks if you say “I’ll enter it 
later”. Home Inventory’s Inbox (Figure 6) can help solve this problem. 

You add items to the Home Inventory Inbox using the Send to Home 
Inventory Print Plugin. The plugin lets you send PDF receipts to the Home 
Inventory’s inbox from almost any application. 

Password Protection 
You can password protect your inven-

tory. This way your sensitive information 
wont be viewable by prying eyes. 

Maps Support 
If you are running the Home Invento-

ry version purchased from the Mac App 
Store and OS X 10.9 (Mavericks) or 
later, you can lookup businesses and ad-
dresses in OS X’s built-in Maps App 
straight from within Home Inventory. 

Backing up your Home Inventory 
files 

There is nothing more irritating than 
spending a lot of time writing something 
or setting up something only to have 
your Mac or hard drive that it is on - 
crash. All that work is gone! So it is a 
good idea to back up your Home Inven-
tory files. The backup can be saved to a 
different hard drive, to your Dropbox, or 
to your iCloud Drive folder (if you are running OS X 10.10, Yosemite or later). But it does not support iCloud Sync (yet). Likewise, Binary For-
mations does not recommend backing up to a NAS (Network Attached Storage) and SAN (Storage Area Network) devices or other network 
share implementations since most are not compatible. 

Binary Formations also has an iOS AppStore App called: Home Inventory Mobile Backup. It can download inventory files that have backed 
up to Dropbox (requires Mobile Backup 2.0 or later) and can also back up and restore through iTunes or by connecting to Home Inventory on 
your Mac over WiFi. 

Figure 9. I was surprised again when it dropped the “Warner Broth-
ers” name into the “Make” field (it knew). I added more info about 
the DVD series and then added a photo that I took using my iPad.

Figure 8. I manually typed in the barcode from my “V 
the complete series” box. I was surprised when it went to 
the Internet and located the series info, since I bought it 
many years ago.



  You can use the Home 
Inventory Mobile Backup 
to view all of the items in 
your inventory right on 
your iPhone, iPod Touch, 
or iPad - including war-
ranty information, notes, 
photos, and receipts. 
There is support for pass-
word protected inventory 
files. 

Reports & Charts 
Reporting is another 

important feature offered 
by Home Inventory. The 
Reports View (Figure 10) 
allows you to create, run, 
print, and save reports all 
from one place. 

You can also view your 
inventory information 
using any of three differ-
ent Charts (Figure 11). 

Importing Items into Home In-
ventory 

After a little prep work to be sure 
there are matching fields between 
Home Inventory’s fields and the fields in 
your import file - Home Inventory can 
import items from a CSV file. 

Differences between the Mac 
App Store and Binary Forma-
tions versions 

With the exception of the Maps fea-
ture, which for technical reasons is only 
available in Mac App Store version, the 
features for Home Inventory are the 
same whether you purchased the app 
from the Mac App Store, the Binary 
Formations store, or from a third party. 

The Skinny 
Evaluation: At first Home Inventory seemed a little overwhelming to me with all of its features. But if you stick with it, you’ll quickly get the 
hang of using it. After using it for only a little while, I was energized to start running around my house taking pictures of everything and logging 
them into Home Inventory. 
Requires: macOS 10.12 - Catalina 64-bit processor 
Company: Binary Formations 
Price: (Currently on a 40% off sale) Mac App Store or Bianry Formations: $23.99 
Available trial copy 

Figure 10.  Home Inventory’s Reports View allows you to create, run, print, and save reports all from one place.

Figure 11. There are three user-configurable chart panes that give you at-a-glance in-
formation about your inventory.

https://binaryformations.com/products/home-inventory/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/home-inventory/id413564952?mt=12&uo=4&at=11l6dJ
https://sites.fastspring.com/binaryformations/product/homeinventory
https://binaryformations.com/products/home-inventory/

