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CNN Investigation Finds AmazonBasics 
Products Dangerous 

by JOSH CENTERS 
Many of us own electronics sold under the AmazonBasics brand, Amazon’s private label that includes 

products ranging from batteries and charging cables to charcoal grills and microwaves. I even recommend 
the AmazonBasics HDMI cables in Take Control of Apple TV. But we all might want to exercise more 
caution when purchasing such products. CNN has published a jaw-dropping investigation of the 
brand that reveals numerous tales of fires and explosions caused by AmazonBasics products. CNN discov-
ered more than 1500 reviews on Amazon’s own site documenting these and similarly concerning issues, 
including: 
• Flames shooting out of a surge protector 
• Leaking and exploding batteries 
• USB cables bursting into flame 
• Paper shredders exploding 
• Microwaves catching on fire 

Of course, Amazon, like Dan Aykroyd’s classic Irwin Mainway character from Saturday Night 
Live, denies there’s any problem. But Amazon has struggled with quality issues for years—we reported on 
the company selling counterfeit Apple accessories back in 2016 (see “Be Careful When Buying Apple 
Accessories on Amazon,” 24 October 2016). 

Despite Ama-
zon’s denial, we 
suggest subjecting 
AmazonBasics 
products to a 
higher level of 
caution until 
more de ta i l s 
come out. Now 
excuse me as I 
nervously eye the 
squat AmazonBa-
sics paper shred-
der that sits men-
acingly next to 
my desk. 

Read the orig-
inal article
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https://www.takecontrolbooks.com/apple-tv/?pt=TIDBITS
https://www.cnn.com/2020/09/10/business/amazonbasics-electronics-fire-safety-invs/index.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=veMiNQifZcM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=veMiNQifZcM
https://tidbits.com/2016/10/24/be-careful-when-buying-apple-accessories-on-amazon/
https://tidbits.com/2016/10/24/be-careful-when-buying-apple-accessories-on-amazon/
https://www.cnn.com/2020/09/10/business/amazonbasics-electronics-fire-safety-invs/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/09/10/business/amazonbasics-electronics-fire-safety-invs/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/09/10/business/amazonbasics-electronics-fire-safety-invs/index.html


SMMUG Info 2
SIG NEWS 

The Saturday SMMUG Special Interest Group 
(SIG) will meet from 10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon, 
Saturday, October 10, 2020, via a ZOOM video 
conference. FYI: An email containing the the 
Meeting ID and password will be sent to all mem-
bers. 

Non-Members: Go to our SMMUG web site at: 
https://www.smmug.org/meeting-info for in-
structions on how to join our meetings. 

The SIG meeting will be divided in to two parts. 
The First part starting at 10:00 will focus on Mes-
sages. Starting at 11:00 it will focus on iOS, helping 
everyone become both comfortable and proficient 
with their iPhone, iPad, and iPod mobile devices.  

Future Meetings: 
November 14: Finder (part 2) 

All are invited, but new users are especially encour-
aged to attend this meeting. Bring your tips and 
tricks, questions and suggestions.  

Scan this QR code to be taken to our  
SMMUG web site

ADVERTISING 
You can advertise your business or service 
through the Silicon Summit. 

RATES  
Per inch   $10 
Quarter page   $15  
Half page   $25  
Full page   $50  
Insert                  $15 

A 10% discount is applied for ads that 
run two or more months, except for in-

serts. 

Sponsoring Memberships are also avail-
able to merchants who want to see their 
business name and address listed on the 
front page. Sponsoring Memberships are 
$100 for one year.

MEETING DATES 
  
Our regular monthly meetings are on the second 
Monday of every month. Upcoming meeting 
dates are as follows: 

  
October 12   
November 9   
December 14 

2021: 
January 11 
February 8 
March 8 
April 12 
May 10 
June 14 
July 12 

August 19 
September 13 
October 11 
November 8 
December13 

                                                                              
MISSED AN ISSUE? 

You can find the previous issues of the Sili-
con Summit posted in PDF format at the 
SMMUG website.

THIS MONTH AT SMMUG 

October 12, 2020
6:00 Q&A Session 
6:45 Networking Break 
7:00 Plex by Jim Johnson 
8:00 Adjourn 

Future Meetings: 
November: Rich Voelker presentation 
December: Annual Business Meeting

Silicon Summit is a monthly publica-
tion of the Silicon Mountain Mac-
intosh User Group, Inc.  

Newsletter Editor 
L. Davenport 

Web Masters 
Jeff Jensen, Ralph Woodard 

Apple Ambassador 
Mark Griffith 

© All material in this newsletter is 
Copyright in 2020 by the Silicon 
Mountain Macintosh User Group, Inc. 
(SMMUG, Inc.). 

Silicon Summit is an independent 
publication and has not been au-
thorized, sponsored or otherwise 
approved by Apple Inc. The Mac 
and Mac OS logo are trademarks 
of Apple Inc., used under license. 
Views and opinions expressed in 
Silicon Summit are those of the 
authors and not of SMMUG. 
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Announcements 

2021 Meeting dates: 
General Meeting: 1/11  2/8  3/8  4/12  5/10  6/14  7/12  8/19  9/13  10/11  11/8  12/13 
SIG Meetings: 1/9  2/13  3/13  4/10  5/8  6/12  7/10  8/14  9/11  10/9  11/13  12/11 
Board Meetings: 1/25  2/22  3/22  4/26  5/24  6/28  7/26  8/23  9/27  10/25 11/22 12/27 

Door Prizes For The October Meeting: 
$10 iTunes Gift Card 
PortraitPro Body Studio 3 
Blow Up 3 

Club News



Can’t wait for the next newsletter to see what the guys and gals at Joy of Tech are up to? Then simply go on over to their 
website and see past and current cartoons and other things

4

http://www.joyoftech.com/joyoftech/
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macOS, iOS, & watchOS 
The Apple Watch as a Pandemic Peripheral 

by JULIO OJEDA-ZAPATA 
Communicating with my beloved wife when she is away from the house has become a bit trickier because of the COVID-19 pandemic, but I can’t 

blame her. 
COVID-19 has made navigating the outside world stickier and ickier because of the worry about touching potentially contaminated surfaces and a 

resulting desire to disinfect continually as protection from the coronavirus. 
Keeping your hands clean is chore enough, but you also need to worry about your iPhone. “If a mobile phone isn’t exactly an extension of the hu-

man hand, it should be treated like one during COVID-19,” Hartford HealthCare recently said, in advice I’ve seen echoed repeatedly online. “Your 
phone, like your hand, is a bacteria and virus magnet.” 

To be fair, the US Centers for Disease Control no longer considers surface transmission to be a primary vector of infection, saying: 
It may be possible that a person can get COVID-19 by touching a surface or object that has the virus on it and then touching their own mouth, 

nose, or possibly their eyes. This is not thought to be the main way the virus spreads, but we are still learning more about how this virus spreads. 
WebMD also has an article from 3 September 2020 discussing the low likelihood of surface transmission. Nevertheless, the CDC still recom-

mends daily disinfection of frequently touched surfaces, including phones, and for electronics refers users to the manufacturer’s instructions. With 
regard to the iPhone, Apple says: 

Using a 70 percent isopropyl alcohol wipe or Clorox Disinfecting Wipes, you may gently wipe the exterior surfaces of your iPhone. Don’t use 
bleach. Avoid getting moisture in any openings, and don’t submerge your iPhone in any cleaning agents. 

Unsurprisingly, when she’s doing errands, my wife has become reluctant to dig her iPhone out of her handbag to check text messages or answer a 
call. This makes her irritatingly but understandably difficult to reach. 

It recently dawned on me that the Apple Watch may be the solution. My wife has never used or expressed any interest in using one. But if I per-
suaded her to do so, I reasoned, I would have a better shot at getting in touch with her while she was out and about. All she’d have to do is tap the 
watch screen with her pinkie when I texted, called, or started a Walkie-Talkie conversation with her. 

Hardware hygiene would be easier, too. A quick swipe with a disinfectant wipe would do it. Apple’s advice for disinfecting an Apple Watch is 
similar to that for the iPhone: 

Using a 70 percent isopropyl alcohol wipe or Clorox Disinfecting Wipes, you may gently wipe the exterior surfaces of your Apple Watch, Sport 
Band, or metal band. Don’t use on fabric or leather bands. Don’t use bleach. Avoid getting moisture in any openings, and don’t submerge your Apple 
Watch in any cleaning agents. 

Coronavirus-Fighting Features 
This got me thinking about how the Apple Watch can be a helpful—

even essential—piece of personal technology during the COVID-19 pan-
demic. 

In some ways, this is obvious. For instance, the Apple Watch now nags 
you about washing your hands, a highly recommended way to protect 
yourself from viruses (see “watchOS 7 Introduces Sleep Tracking, Hand-
washing Detection, and More,” 22 June 2020). The Handwashing Timer 
feature prompts you to scrub for the recommended 20 seconds. A compan-
ion capability called Handwashing Reminders nudges you to wash your 
hands after you get home. Enable them in the Watch app, in My Watch > 
Handwashing. 

    I really need the Handwashing Timer since I 
am otherwise prone to wash for only five sec-
onds or so, as my stopwatch-wielding wife has 
informed me. The feature needs work, 
though. As my household’s designated dish-

washer (a duty I adore since it’s my tech-podcast 
listening time), I’m irritated at how the timer keeps kicking in as I wash up from dinner. 
   Handwashing Reminders also is helpful. More than six months into the pandemic, I still forget to wash my hands 
upon getting home some of the time, so I definitely appreciate the nudge. But it too isn’t perfect—if I’ve merely been out 

https://hartfordhealthcare.org/about-us/news-press/news-detail?articleid=27245&publicId=395
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/how-covid-spreads.html
https://www.webmd.com/lung/news/20200903/coronavirus-on-surfaces-whats-the-real-risk
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/disinfecting-your-home.html
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT207123
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT208917
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT204522
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT211206
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT211206
https://tidbits.com/2020/06/22/watchos-7-introduces-sleep-tracking-handwashing-detection-and-more/
https://tidbits.com/2020/06/22/watchos-7-introduces-sleep-tracking-handwashing-detection-and-more/
https://tidbits.com/2020/06/22/watchos-7-introduces-sleep-tracking-handwashing-detection-and-more/
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for a walk around the neighborhood, there’s no real need to wash, not that a few extra washes are a problem. 

Blood oxygen tracking in the Apple Watch Series 6 could be another boon for pandemic-perturbed users (see “Apple Unveils Apple Watch Series 
6 and Apple Watch SE,” 15 September 2020). I’ve been told repeatedly to invest in a basic fingertip pulse oximeter since blood-oxygen monitoring 
is a way to monitor for the possible onset of COVID-19, but procrastination is one of my superpowers. How awesome is it that I now have that 
capability on my wrist? 

But we should reserve judgment on this capability for the moment. Apple doesn’t market the Apple Watch as a medical device, and rigorous 
studies of how its blood-oxygen monitoring compares to medical-grade gadgetry are scarce. A Washington Post reviewer recently said he is not im-
pressed by the feature, and the IEEE Spectrum site urges caution for now. 

Other Useful Features During a Pandemic 
Time-tested Apple Watch features have potential utility in these confusing times as well. If your goal is to reduce the need to touch surfaces in pub-

lic—notably credit card payment terminals, along with your iPhone—the Apple Watch has much to offer. Casual users are often unaware of these 
features, as I’ve come to learn after numerous conversations with such people. 

Tap-to-pay with Apple Pay is an important one. It involves using your iPhone or your Apple Watch to make purchases at brick-and-mortar estab-
lishments simply by bringing the device into close proximity with an NFC-enabled payment terminal. The payment tech has particular resonance 
during a pandemic since you typically touch nothing (including your iPhone if you have set up your watch for Apple Pay) during such a transaction. 

Apple has done a good job of popularizing Apple Pay, but barriers to greater adoption remain. Some people worry that it is less secure than paying 
with a card, which is entirely incorrect—Apple Pay is far more secure. To this day, I cannot get my wife to consider it. Apple might want to promote 
the security and zero-touch nature of Apple Pay in a pandemic context. 

Also, Apple Pay can be a pain to set up, and Apple doesn’t score any points by having iPadOS nag you to set it up even on an iPad you’ll never take 
out of the house. (You can use it for some in-app and online payments, which is why Apple does this.) Setting up Apple Pay with my credit union 
was a nightmare, but I’ve heard that the process is getting easier. Your experience will likely vary depending on which financial institution you use—
the larger the bank, the more likely they’ve eliminated unnecessary signup hurdles. 

Because of the pandemic, I have taken a closer look at other Apple Watch features lately. Although I’m far more iPhone-focused than my wife, I’ve 
found numerous ways where I’ve migrated my on-the-go usage patterns over to the watch, including: 
• Responding to texts and other messages: Before the pandemic, I rarely replied to incoming messages on my watch using an emoji or a quick 

text reply via voice dictation, and now I’m amazed I neglected these features. 
• Answering voice calls: There’s a cool Dick Tracy vibe to this capability, but I have worried about seeming rude to those around me, so I’ve gener-

ally abstained. I still worry about that, but the pandemic is prompting me to use the feature in brief spurts. 
• Managing tasks: I’m a recent convert to the Reminders app. I invariably interact with it through Siri on 

my Apple Watch. 
• Managing notes: I noted a while back how my preferred 

notes app Google Keep had gained Apple Watch support 
(see “Google Keep Now Supports the Apple Watch, 
Apple’s Notes Still AWOL,” 18 April 2019), and I’m us-
ing this feature a lot more because of the pandemic. 

• Queuing up podcasts: Podcast management on the 
Apple Watch is another feature I’ve written about (see 
“Overcast and Apple’s Podcasts Make the Apple Watch 
a Decent Podcast Player,” 15 October 2018). I haven’t 
used it as much as I’d like because Overcast, my preferred 
podcatcher, hasn’t quite nailed its Apple Watch support. 
But, because of the pandemic, I’m making more of an 
effort. 

• Ordering pizza for curbside pickup: My family tends to 
order the exact same Domino’s pie every time, so the pizza 
chain’s Apple Watch app comes in handy. It’s basically just a button that triggers my standard pickup order. Nice! 
Speaking of My Wife 
My theory that my wife would be more available when away from the house if she wore an Apple Watch is just that, a theory. To test it, I’ve taken 

delivery of a 40mm Apple Watch SE for her. 
I honestly have no idea how this will go. My wife is far from a tech power user, tending more towards the Luddite end of the spectrum. While she’s 

fond of her iPhone, she takes advantage of only a tiny fraction of its capabilities, and she likes it that way. She has only one third-party app on it, 
Google Photos, which I installed so it would automatically upload her photos for safekeeping. 

https://tidbits.com/2020/09/15/apple-unveils-apple-watch-series-6-and-apple-watch-se/
https://tidbits.com/2020/09/15/apple-unveils-apple-watch-series-6-and-apple-watch-se/
https://www.theverge.com/21438576/blood-oxygen-apple-watch-series-6-reliability
https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2020/09/23/apple-watch-oximeter/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2020/09/23/apple-watch-oximeter/
https://spectrum.ieee.org/view-from-the-valley/biomedical/devices/should-you-trust-apples-new-blood-oxygen-sensor
https://www.apple.com/apple-pay/
http://www.ojezap.com/2015/04/3254/
https://tidbits.com/2019/04/18/google-keep-now-supports-the-apple-watch-apples-notes-still-awol/
https://tidbits.com/2019/04/18/google-keep-now-supports-the-apple-watch-apples-notes-still-awol/
https://tidbits.com/2019/04/18/google-keep-now-supports-the-apple-watch-apples-notes-still-awol/
https://tidbits.com/2018/10/15/overcast-and-apples-podcasts-make-the-apple-watch-a-decent-podcast-player/
https://tidbits.com/2018/10/15/overcast-and-apples-podcasts-make-the-apple-watch-a-decent-podcast-player/
https://tidbits.com/2018/10/15/overcast-and-apples-podcasts-make-the-apple-watch-a-decent-podcast-player/
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/overcast-podcast-player/id888422857?ls=1
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She does seem abstractly interested in the Apple Watch’s communication capabilities, but she also seems averse to having something other than a 

loose bracelet on her wrist, and she has not used a traditional watch in a decade. Still, she is being a good sport about participating in my little exper-
iment. We all need amusements during these dark and confusing days, and this is apparently one of them for her. 

I’ll provide updates in the comments below about how our family Apple Watch adventure unfolds. 

Five Tips for Easier Rearranging of iOS Apps 
by ADAM ENGST 

After Josh Centers wrote “iOS 14’s App Library: The FAQ” (9 September 2020), we got a great response in the comments. Several people noted 
that they have long relied on a technique not dissimilar to the App Library, in that they devote one or more Home screens to a carefully organized set 
of folders that contain all their less-used apps. I admire such attention to detail, and in an ideal world, I’d use a similar approach. 

However, I have 352 apps installed (check your number in Settings > General > About). Since the loss of the organizational tools in iTunes, the 
immense effort in dragging hundreds of icons around has dissuaded me from cleaning things up. Adding Home screen widgets in iOS 14 can also 
mess up app organization—something I did while playing with widgets deleted about half of my folders on one Home screen. So I was stoked to 
read John Clark’s post explaining how to move multiple apps at once. Even better, as soon as I started using multiple fingers, I discovered yet anoth-
er app rearrangement tip that makes life much easier. 

So, as welcome as iOS 14’s App Library may be for many of us, particularly alongside being able to hide Home screens, here is a collection of tips 
that will help anyone rearrange their app icons more easily, regardless of iOS version or device. 

The Basics 
First, let’s make sure we’re all on the same page. 

• To move an app, start by touching and holding it. In recent versions of iOS, you can start dragging the app as soon as you feel a click, or you can 
pause until you see a popover, in which you can tap Edit Home Screen. In earlier versions of iOS, you’d touch and hold until you entered jiggle 
mode. (Interestingly, the Apple Style Guide is clear that it’s not “wiggle mode.”) Drag the app to the desired location. 

• To put the app on a different Home screen, drag to the left or right edge of the screen and pause briefly to switch screens. 
• To create a new folder, drag one app on top of another and pause briefly. Rename the folder as desired. 
• To put an app in a folder, drag it into the folder. If you pause over the folder, it opens, and you can drag the app into place within the folder or 

even to other pages within the folder. 
• To delete a folder, drag all the apps in it to another folder or Home screen. 
• When you’re done, press the Home button or swipe up from the bottom of the screen to leave jiggle mode. 

Want to see a demo of this? Josh Centers whipped up this quick video. 

Clear Space on the Dock and Use It as a Temporary Holding Zone 
This tip isn’t new, but it’s worth repeating. If you’re doing a lot of app cleanup across multiple Home screens, dragging the app a long distance can 

be tiring and frustrating, particularly if you end up hovering over another app just slightly too long and invoking the folder creation process. 
But if you think about it, you can save yourself a lot of the stress of moving apps by moving one or more of your Dock apps to a temporary spot 

and then using the Dock as a holding zone. You can then put some number of apps on the Dock, navigate to the desired Home screen, and drag 
them out in multiple small steps, without having to keep your finger down the entire time. 

It’s much faster than moving each app, one a time, especially if you have a lot of Home screens. 
Josh made another short video to show how this works. 

Move a Stack of Apps All at Once 
John Clark’s tip takes the idea of working with multiple apps to a higher level, letting you assemble a stack of apps and put them in a new location 

with a single drop. Here’s how. 
Start by moving one app. Once you’ve picked it up, I recommend dragging it to the lower-right corner of its Home screen. That’s not necessary, 

but it makes seeing what you’re doing easier. Without letting go of the app you’ve picked up, using another finger (from your other hand, most easily) 
to tap additional apps that are jiggling. Each app you tap is added to the stack you’re holding, and a blue badge increments to tell you how many are 
in the stack. Repeat as many times as you like—I found no limit to the number of apps you can stack up like this. You can also drag the stack to oth-
er Home screens to add icons from them as well. 

Once you’ve assembled your stack, drag it to the desired location and lift your finger to drop the icons. They’ll fill in the destination folder or 
Home screen from left to right, top to bottom, in first-in/first-out order. 

This snazzy tip would be great just for dumping apps in folders quickly to reduce the number of Home screens you have. 
For a demonstration of how this works, see Josh’s video. 

https://tidbits.com/2020/09/09/ios-14s-app-library-the-faq/
https://talk.tidbits.com/t/ios-14-s-app-library-the-faq/13452/17?u=ace
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9CnX1NzvLfg&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zjW9BywmNYs&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ue8DSH2Otv8&feature=youtu.be
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Swipe to Change Home Screens While Dragging 

John’s tip got me started using both hands to rearrange apps, something I’d never done before. But once I did, I stumbled on a tremendously use-
ful and painfully obvious (well, it is now, anyway) tip. 

Dragging an app or a stack of apps from Home screen to Home screen is slow and error-prone. All too often you end up hovering too long over 
another app, which causes iOS to try to create a folder. The only way out is to drop the app in the folder, pick it up again, and drag it out. Madden-
ing! 

But here’s the thing. If you start dragging an app or a stack with one hand and then use a finger on the other hand to swipe left and right to move 
between Home screens, it’s vastly easier. In essence, you’re moving the Home screen underneath the app or stack you’re holding. If you hold the app 
or stack in the lower-right corner, it’s easy to see everything that’s on each Home screen you reveal, and there’s no worry about hovering over another 
app or accidentally entering a folder. 

Is this not quite clear from my description? Josh’s video will give you a preview. 

Search for an App’s Full Name to Find Its Folder 
John Clark turned me on to this little fact as well. I hadn’t realized that, when 

you search for an app by swiping down on the Home screen and typing in the 
Search field, if your search reveals only a single app, iOS will also display the name 
of the folder that contains the found app. That gives you a better chance of being 
able to find the app, assuming you can find its enclosing folder. 

Obviously, this trick has its limitations. If the app you want to find is strewn 
among your Home screens but not in a folder, no folder name appears. And if you 
can’t narrow the search to a single result (I have too many apps whose names start 
with “Weather”), you’re out of luck. 

It’s also unnecessary if you’ve upgraded to iOS 14 because you can always find 
the app and move it to a new Home screen location from within the App Library. But for those who haven’t yet upgraded, or who are working in 
iPadOS, it might be helpful. 

(Don’t) Use Apple Configurator 2 to Rearrange Apps from Your Mac 
There is one last way that you can theoretically rearrange apps more easily—by using Apple Configurator 2 to do it from your Mac. Apple Con-

figurator 2 is designed to help IT admins create and install profiles on multiple Apple devices at once in an institutional setting, but it also lets you 
rearrange the icons on your iPhone or iPad from the comfort of your Mac. 

Or at least it’s supposed to. I include the instructions below in case Apple 
releases an update that addresses the problem, but whenever I tried to save my 
changes by clicking the Apply button, I got this error dialog, and my changes 
were ignored. Apple released version 2.13.1 of Apple Configurator 2 just a few 
days ago, so I would have expected it to be compatible with iOS 14, but per-
haps not. Plus, it does have quite a few reviews for previous versions suggesting 
that the Home screen layout feature doesn’t work even when this error doesn’t 
appear. So don’t waste your time, or if you’re testing a new version of Apple 
Configurator 2, verify that it works by moving a single icon before spending 
much time on it. 

Should it ever work, here’s how the process should go. To get started, 
download Apple Configurator 2 from the Mac App Store. When you first 
launch it with your iPhone connected via USB, you may get one of those 
inscrutable Mobile Device Updater dialogs that indicates your Mac lacks the 
software necessary to communicate with the version of iOS on your device. 
Unfortunately, Apple’s support note is useless, apart from confirming that it 
is an official alert and that there’s no problem with installing. 

Once you have Apple Configurator 2 and any necessary updates installed 
and your iPhone connected via USB, follow these steps: 
1. On the first screen of Apple Configurator 2, click your device to select it. 
2. Choose Actions > Modify > Home Screen Layout. 
3. In the sheet that appears, drag the app icons to rearrange them. 
4. When you’re done, click Apply. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MPCfgkT8P_g&feature=youtu.be
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/apple-configurator-2/id1037126344?mt=12
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT208831
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Although it’s relatively appar-

ent what to do, the interface has 
a few hidden quirks. 
• There’s no indication that this 

is true, but the sheet displaying 
all your Home screens is resiz-
able in every direction, which 
lets you make it much larger 
and easier to work with. Click 
and drag from any edge. 

• No scroll bars appear, but you 
should be able to scroll left and 
right with trackpad or Magic 
Mouse 2 gestures, or with a 
scroll wheel. You can also drag 
an icon to the edge of the sheet 
to scroll. 

• You can select multiple icons 
at once by Shift-clicking or 
dragging a rectangle around 
them, as you’d expect from a 
Mac-like icon view. 

• You cannot move more icons to a Home screen than will fit on it. In other words, if you select four icons, Apple Configurator 2 won’t let you drop 
them on a Home screen with fewer than four open spots. 

• Just as on an iPhone or iPad, drag one icon on top of another to create a folder. 
• To open a folder without adding an icon to it, double-click it. 
• To navigate out of a folder, click anywhere in the gray area around the white folder outline, or click the X button in the upper-left corner. Or press 

the Escape key. 
• To remove an icon from a folder, drag it to the X button in the upper-left corner.macOS 10.15.7 Catalina, iOS 14.0.1, iPadOS 14.0.1, watchOS 

7.0.1, and tvOS 14.0.1 Squash Bugs 
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macOS 10.15.7 Catalina, iOS 14.0.1, iPadOS 14.0.1, watchOS 7.0.1, and tvOS 14.0.1 Squash Bugs 

by JOSH CENTERS  
It’s time for bug-fix updates for all of Apple’s operating systems! 
Apple has released macOS 10.15.7 Catalina, which resolves a problem that prevented Macs from automatically connecting to Wi-Fi and another 

that stopped files from syncing through iCloud Drive. A third bug fix addresses a graphic issue on the recently released 2020 27-inch iMac with 5K 
Retina display with the Radeon Pro 5700 XT. It also includes 
four security fixes. You can download the 2.84 GB update in 
System Preferences > Software Update. 

Apple has also released iOS 14.0.1 and iPadOS 14.0.1 to 
address the following bugs in iOS 14.0 and iPadOS 14.0: 
• iPhones and iPads resetting default Web browsers and 

email clients back to Safari and Mail after restart 
• Camera previews not displaying on the iPhone 7 and 

iPhone 7 Plus 
• An issue that prevented iPhones and iPads from connect-

ing to Wi-Fi 
• A bug that prevented sending email with some providers 
• A problem that prevented images from appearing in the 

News widget 
You can install the update, which weighs in at 171.2 MB on 

an iPhone 11 Pro and 133.9 MB on a 10.5-inch iPad Pro, in 
Settings > General > Software Update, in the Finder in macOS 

10.15 Catalina, or through iTunes in earlier versions of macOS. 
   Joining iOS 
1 4 . 0 . 1 i s 
watchOS 7.0.1, 
which fixes some 
payment cards 
being disabled in 
Wallet. You can 
install the 70.7 
MB update from 
the Watch app, 
under My Watch 
> Genera l > 
Software Update. 
Make sure the 

watch is charged to at least 50%, connected to the charger, and near the iPhone. It’s usually best to 
update it at night, although this update’s small size means it shouldn’t take too long. 

Finally, Apple also quietly pushed out tvOS 14.0.1 with “general performance and stability im-
provements.” Install it on your Apple TV HD or Apple TV 4K in Settings > System > Software 
Updates, or just let it install on its own sometime if you’re not noticing any problems. (There had 
been some complaints about tvOS not recognizing the Siri Remote.) 

Outside of the four security issues addressed in macOS 10.15.7, none of these updates has pub-
lished CVE security notes. 

If you’ve already installed the major updates and you’re experiencing any of these issues, you 
should update right away. Otherwise, it’s worth waiting a day or two to see if any unexpected side 
effects crop up. If you’re still on iOS 13, iPadOS 13, watchOS 6, or tvOS 13, we recommend 
holding out for another few weeks to let things continue to settle down and so developers can re-
lease updated versions of their apps. 
iOS 14’s Back Tap Feature Provides Interaction Shortcuts 

https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT210642
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT211849
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT211808
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT211807
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT211815
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT207936
https://talk.tidbits.com/t/ios-14-ipados-14-watchos-7-and-tvos-14-now-available/13567/19?u=ace
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT201222
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iOS 14’s Back Tap Feature Provides Interaction Shortcuts 

by ADAM ENGST 
Many people think of the Accessibility options on the iPhone, iPad, and Mac as existing for people with some sort of disability, and that’s not un-

true. However, features that make things easier for people with disabilities often end up benefiting others as well. For instance, curb cuts make it pos-
sible for people in wheelchairs to transition from street to sidewalk, but they’re also welcomed by cyclists, parents with children in strollers, anyone 
who needs the assistance of a cane or walker, delivery people, and more. Closer to home in the Apple world, I recently wrote about how much better 
the Accessibility-focused Voice Control dictation is than what’s generally available (see “How iOS and macOS Dictation Can Learn from Voice 
Control’s Dictation,” 31 August 2020). 

With iOS 14, Apple has introduced another Accessibility feature that could be useful for everyone: Back Tap. With it, a double or triple tap on the 
back of a sufficiently recent iPhone can trigger any one of a variety of actions, including custom Shortcuts. Apple has essentially just given us two new 
customizable virtual buttons on the iPhone. 

Unfortunately, Back Tap isn’t available in iPadOS 14, and even in iOS 14, its hardware requirements mean that you need an iPhone 8 or newer 
(I’ve seen slightly conflicting reports on what models are supported, but I can confirm 
that it’s not present on the iPhone 7). 

Enable Back Tap 
Turning on Back Tap is easy. Navigate to Settings > Accessibility > Touch > Back 

Tap (it’s at the bottom of the Touch settings). Once there, you can set an action to be 
executed with a double tap or a triple tap. 

Back Tap actions fall into four basic categories: System, Accessibility, Scroll Gestures, 
and Shortcuts, all of which are shown below: 
• System: The System choices would seem to be the most useful to everyday users, 

although most of them merely mimic easy Home screen gestures or button presses. 
The most interesting are Mute and Screenshot because they require more interac-
tion than the rest. However, note that 
Mute controls only the ringer volume; 
to mute the audio playback volume 
and pause the playback, use this Tog-
gle Audio shortcut I built after a 
TidBITS Talk reader helped me iden-
tify what Mute meant. (Invoke it 
again to restart audio at the previous 
volume.) 

• Accessibility: For anyone who needs 
these Accessibility options, having 
them easily accessible via Back Tap 
will be welcome. To my mind, the 
most compelling to the general public 
are Magnifier, Speak Screen, and 
Voice Control. I’ve set my triple-tap 
option to toggle Voice Control, mak-
ing it easy for me to access its dicta-
tion capabilities more quickly and 
fluidly than via Siri. 

• Scroll Gestures: These two options 
scroll a vertically oriented page or 
screen. If you did a lot of reading of 
very long Web pages, I could see these 
being useful. Alas, they don’t work for 
page flipping in Libby, and I suspect 
most other book reading apps are 
similar. It would be easier to double-
tap the back of the iPhone with a 

https://tidbits.com/2020/08/31/how-ios-and-macos-dictation-can-learn-from-voice-controls-dictation/
https://tidbits.com/2020/08/31/how-ios-and-macos-dictation-can-learn-from-voice-controls-dictation/
https://www.icloud.com/shortcuts/df0d155c16994ddd91c0bb169cd0a98f
https://www.icloud.com/shortcuts/df0d155c16994ddd91c0bb169cd0a98f
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finger that’s already there than to put a finger in front of the text and swipe to flip pages. 

• Shortcuts: Here’s where Back Tap shines, at least for those who can find or build the necessary 
shortcuts. Anything you can create in Shortcuts, you can invoke with a double or triple tap. I’m 
currently experimenting with assigning my double-tap option to a simple Search Google short-
cut that lets me use Siri to dictate a Google search and get the results back in Safari. 
(As an aside, I’ve traditionally used the main Google app for searching since I like its combination 

of highly accurate voice search and a full page of results. In contrast, Siri’s recognition isn’t as good and 
provides just three responses, and the overly chatty Google Assistant app gives only one response and 
insists on speaking it to me, which I find intrusive. The problem with the Google app is that some 
Web pages, notably recipes, have so many ads they’re unreadable, so I prefer reading them in Safari. 
The downside of my new approach is that Google’s voice recognition is better than Siri’s; I see no 
way to access Google’s voice recognition but send the results to a browser that blocks ads. Suggestions 
welcome!) 

That’s all there is to Back Tap, but even still, it’s a welcome feature that many people will never find 
deep in the Accessibility settings on their own. So spread the word—social discovery is all the rage 
these days—and let us know how you’re using it in the comments. 

How to Change Your Default Email and Web Clients in iOS 14 and iPadOS 14 
buy JOSH CENTERS  

I’ve spent the last few months using iOS 14 and iPadOS 14 on a daily basis while writing Take Control of iOS 14 and iPadOS 14, but only 
recently was I able to try out one of the most exciting new features: the option to change the default email client and Web browser to third-party 
alternatives, thereby replacing Mail and Safari. 

I couldn’t test this feature during the beta because apps must get Apple’s approval to act as defaults, following a strict set of guidelines intended to 
safeguard users against malicious or insecure apps. Now that iOS 14 and iPadOS 14 are out, Apple is approving these apps. 

Why would you want to change these defaults? You’ve long been able to use alternative email clients and Web browsers in iOS and iPadOS, but 
when you tapped an email link on a Web page or an app opened a URL, those would open in Mail and Safari regardless. No longer—now you can 
use your preferred email client and Web browser for everything. Well, nearly everything, as I’ll explain. 

What Apps You Can Set as Defaults 
So far, only a handful of email clients and Web browsers can serve as defaults. More will undoubtedly be arriving soon. 
Here are the email clients we know can replace Mail at the moment:: 

• Boomerang 
• HEY 
• Gmail 
• Microsoft Outlook 
• Polymail 
• Spark 

There are fewer options for replacing Safari as the default Web browser. So far, we know about these apps, and we anticipate Opera will join them 
soon: 
• Brave 
• DuckDuckGo Privacy Browser 
• Firefox 
• Google Chrome 
• Microsoft Edge 

I appreciate being able to set Firefox as a default because it’s the only iOS Web browser I am aware of that lets me set a custom search engine as the 
default so I can use my instance of the searX search engine. 

How to Change Your Default Email Client or Web Browser 
You might think that you would change your default email client and Web browser for the iPhone and iPad much as you do on the Mac, by visit-

ing the preferences for Mail and Safari. 
That’s not the case, however. Instead, you go to the settings screen for one of the Apple-approved alternative apps. For email clients, navigate to 

Settings > Email Client Name > Default Mail App. And for Web browsers, go to Settings > Web Browser Name > Default Browser App. 
Every installed default app appears on those screens. For instance, if I go to Settings > Chrome > Default Browser App, I see Firefox, Safari, and 

Chrome. 

https://www.icloud.com/shortcuts/572798510b75426db8e317eac46902ec
https://www.icloud.com/shortcuts/572798510b75426db8e317eac46902ec
https://www.takecontrolbooks.com/ios-14-ipados-14/?pt=TIDBITS
https://developer.apple.com/documentation/xcode/allowing_apps_and_websites_to_link_to_your_content/preparing_your_app_to_be_the_default_browser_or_email_client
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/email-client-boomerang-mail/id1236906322
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/hey-email/id1506603805
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/gmail-email-by-google/id422689480
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/microsoft-outlook/id951937596
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/email-polymail/id1082058386
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/spark-mail-email-by-readdle/id997102246
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/brave-private-web-browser-vpn/id1052879175
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/duckduckgo-privacy-browser/id663592361
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/firefox-private-safe-browser/id989804926
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/google-chrome/id535886823
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/microsoft-edge/id1288723196
https://searx.joshcenters.com/
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You can change 

your default browser 
to Safari or Firefox 
even from Chrome’s 
settings. 

There are a few 
caveats to keep in 
mind: 
• All third-party Web 

browsers must all 
use Apple’s WebKit 
browser engine. As 
a result, the reason 
to use another 
browser will revolve 
around features 
other than render-
ing speed or choice 
of rendering en-
gine. You might 
prefer another 
browser’s ad-block-
ing, bookmark 
syncing, search 
shortcuts, or the like. 

• Many apps open Web links in internal “Web views” that rely on Safari’s foundations without switching you out to another app. They’ll continue 
to do that, even if you change your default browser. This can happen with email as well; tapping a mailto link in Safari opens a draft within Safari 
rather than sending you to your default email client. 

• After setting a third-party app as the default, some apps may prompt you to open the link in the new default app. 
• Third-party browsers tend to be slower than Safari because Apple’s engineers have the deepest knowledge of operating system internals and may 

even have access to private frameworks. 
• In iOS 14.0 and iPadOS 14.0, a bug caused your defaults to be reset to Mail and Safari after restarting your device. Apple fixed that in 14.0.1, so 

be sure to update. 

Other Default App Categories in the Future? 
Of course, no good deed goes unpunished. Not long after iOS 14 was released, Facebook fired off against Apple, demanding that the company 

let apps like Facebook Messenger be the default messaging app in iOS. This is possible in Android, where you can use third-party apps to send 
and receive SMS messages. 

That’s probably a bad idea in iOS for several reasons, but we might see other default apps in the future. It might be nice to be able to change the 
default mapping app to Google Maps, for instance, because Apple’s Maps isn’t the best choice in many areas. Those who prefer something like 
Google Photos over iCloud Photos, for instance, might also like to be able to set a different default app for photos. With Apple’s focus on services, 
however, some of these changes seem unlikely. 

Users have been asking to be able to change the default email client and Web browser for years. Now that the feature is here, are you using it, and 
with which third-party apps? Let us know in the comments! Also, for what other app types would you like to be able to set different defaults? 

iOS 14’s App Library: The FAQ 
by JOSH CENTERS  

Something I enjoy about writing an iOS book every year is comparing what I think the main concerns about the new version will be against what 
readers actually become concerned about. I usually guess pretty well, but I missed one particular boat with iOS 14. Since the release of Take Control 
of iOS 14 and iPadOS 14, I have received many questions about whether the new App Library feature of iOS 14 will mess up carefully designed 
Home screen folder and app icon layouts. Chuck Joiner even asked me about this on his MacVoices podcast.iv> 

https://9to5mac.com/2020/09/25/facebook-wants-to-be-ios-default-messenger/
https://9to5mac.com/2020/09/25/facebook-wants-to-be-ios-default-messenger/
https://www.takecontrolbooks.com/ios-14-ipados-14/?pt=TidBITS
https://www.takecontrolbooks.com/ios-14-ipados-14/?pt=TidBITS
https://youtu.be/SVr3cRN-lEA?t=455
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Here’s the short answer: no, the App Library will not rearrange your familiar Home screen in any way. You still have complete control over where 

apps go. What it will do is help you create a more coherent, personalized view of your apps. Let’s review what the App Library is, how it works, and 
what it is not. 

What Is the App Library? 
The App Library is a feature coming in iOS 14 that acts as a central repository of all your apps. Although it didn’t quite dawn on me when Apple 

announced the App Library, it is a radical rethink of how app storage works in iOS. 
From the initial release of the iPhone through iOS 13, every app you installed on your iPhone could be found somewhere on one of your Home 

screens (which is not to say that you could actually find it, and that’s the problem that the App Library solves). On the Mac, most of your apps prob-
ably live in the Applications folder, and you may put aliases to your most commonly used apps in the Dock or on the Desktop. Android, iOS’s clos-
est competitor, has always used a similar paradigm to the Mac, where every app appears in the app drawer, but you can add app shortcuts to a home 
screen. 

Until iOS 14, iOS had no concept of app aliases or shortcuts. From the user perspective, the Home screen icons were “the truth.” The app existed 
in only one place, on your Home screen. An app was either on the Home screen, or it wasn’t on your iPhone. If you couldn’t find an app on a Home 
screen, a search was your only recourse. 

The App Library changes that. All apps live in the App Library, and they can also appear on your Home screen. That means you no longer have to 
clutter your Home screen with apps that you want to keep installed but use infrequently. You can hide them away and keep only the apps you regu-
larly use on your Home screens. In short, the App Library becomes “the truth” about where you can find any installed app. 

How Does the App Library Work? 
You may not even notice the App Library unless you swipe right-to-left to your rightmost Home screen, where the App Library resides. And no, 

the App Library doesn’t replace your existing last Home screen; it’s an additional screen to the right of whatever your last Home screen is, much like 
Today View is an additional screen to the left of your first Home screen. 

The App Library presents all your apps on one screen, automatically organizing them into pre-made folders. The two folders at the top are always 
Suggestions and Recently Added. After that, App Library distributes your app icons into folders like Social, Utilities, Entertainment, and so on that 
match App Store categories. You may also have special folders for Apple Arcade games and Testflight apps. You cannot rename or rearrange the fold-
ers. 

The Suggestions folder contains four app icons. It’s not clear how iOS selects them, and they can differ from the Siri Suggestions that you get when 
you swipe down on a Home screen. The rest of the folders contain three large app icons and a set of four small icons. Tap any of the large app icons 
to open them directly. To open the folder and see what else is in there—in an alphabetically sorted icon grid—tap the set of four small icons. If a 
folder has fewer than five apps, all four icons are large app icons. 

If you’d rather see a complete list of all your apps than try to figure out what folder might contain a particular app, tap the search field at the top of 
the screen or swipe down on the App Library screen. You can, of course, search for a 
specific app, but 
before you enter 
anything in the 
search field, no-
tice that the App 
Library lists them 
all in alphabetical 
order. Why look 
for apps in the 
App Library in-
stead of iOS’s 
Spotlight search? 
Because if you 
search for them 
in the App Li-
brary, you can 
drag them onto 
y o u r H o m e 
screen. More on 
that in a bit. The App Library presents your apps in pre-made folders. Tap one 

of the four-app sets to open the folder.
The App Library’s search screen presents your apps in alphabetical 
order, and you can search for apps as well.
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Want a demo? I made a brief video showing the basics of the App Library. 

Where Will New Apps Go? 
All newly downloaded apps go only into the App Library and do not appear on the Home screen. As a result, the App Library actually helps you 

preserve your carefully designed Home screens by preventing new apps from popping up in random places on them. I hate swiping through Home 
screens to find an app I’ve just downloaded. 

Or, if you want all new apps on your Home screen by default, go into Settings > Home Screen and enable Add to Home Screen. 
How Do I Copy an App from the App Library to the Home Screen? 
There are two basic approaches: 

• If you know which App Library folder contains the app, open it, touch and hold the app’s icon, and drag the icon to the left to add it to a Home 
screen. There’s no indication this is possible, and if you continue to touch and hold until a popover appears, it won’t contain the Edit Home 
Screen option that you get when you touch and hold an app on the Home screen. Just start dragging, and it will work. 

• If you have no idea where the app is located in the App Library, start from its search screen. Tap the search field, and either search or scroll through 
the alphabetical list to find the app. Touch and hold its icon, and drag it to the left to add it to a Home screen. 
In either case, keep dragging to switch between Home screens, and pause on a folder to open it. Lift your finger when it’s on the screen or in the 

folder you want. 
Again, if you’d like a quick demo, I made a short video showing how to copy an app to, and remove it from, your Home screen. 

Do Apps I Move to My Home Screen Remain in the App Library? 
Yes. The App Library contains all your apps at all times. Remember, the App Library is the truth about which apps are installed on your iPhone. 

Can I Remove an App From My Home Screen without Deleting It? 
  Absolutely. When you start removing an app from the Home Screen, you’ll be given a choice whether to 

delete it from the device entirely or “move” it to your App Library. (Remember, apps always exist in the App 
Library, so there’s no moving involved; you’re just removing it from the Home screen.) Here’s how that works: 
1. Touch and hold an empty space on a Home screen to enter jiggle mode. 
2. Tap the minus sign on an app icon. 
3. A dialog appears asking if you want to Delete  App or Move to App Library. 

If you tap Move to App Library, the app disappears from your Home screen but remains in the App Li-
brary. 

Can I Delete Apps Directly from the App Library? 
Yes, and in fact, there are two ways of doing so. Use the first method when you want to remove multiple 

apps quickly; the second mode may be easier for getting rid of a single app: 
• Touch and hold an empty spot in the App Library to enter jiggle mode. 

Note that the icons in the App Library all have X buttons instead of minus 
signs to indicate that tapping one will delete the app. Tap an app’s X but-
ton, and in the dialog that appears, tap Delete App. 
• Touch and hold on the app directly, and when the popover appears, tap 
Delete App. 
Does the App Library Help Me Clean Up My Home Screens? 
With the App Library providing access to all your apps, you can radically 

simplify your interaction with the apps you use most often. Let’s say you have 
multiple Home screens containing a random collection of apps. If you’re like 
me, you might have carefully organized your first couple of Home screens and 
subsequently given up since organizing apps in iOS is (still!) so tedious. You 
can hide those hodgepodge Home screens in iOS 14, although you might not 
figure out how to do it on your own. Here’s the trick: 
1. Touch and hold an empty spot on the Home screen to enter jiggle mode. 
2. Tap the dots above the Dock that indicate which Home screen you’re on. 
3. The new Edit Pages screen appears, showing thumbnails of your Home 

screens with checkmarks underneath them. 
4. Tap the checkmarks to deselect any pages you want to hide. 

https://youtu.be/M5DgZMMamtU
https://youtu.be/5Y3lBjvV4oM
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5. Tap Done when you’re finished. 

Hiding Home screens might be my favorite feature of iOS 14 because it 
helps clean up an otherwise unmanageable mess of Home screens in a jiffy. 
For you visual learners out there, I made a third quick video showing how 
to hide Home screens. 

ExtraBITS 
Skip the Library Trip, Borrow Ebooks and More at Home — If you’re 
skittish about visiting a public library during a pandemic, ask about electron-
ic borrowing you can do from home. Many US libraries provide digital ver-
sions of books, comics, and magazines, plus music downloads and streaming 
video options. Julio Ojeda-Zapata examines all the likely choices. 

Apple Subscriptions Expand with Apple Fitness+, Apple One Bundles 
—pple has expanded its stable of subscription services with the addition of 
Apple Fitness+, an integrated “workout experience” that relies on multiple 
Apple devices and an ever-changing collection of workout classes. Plus, the 
company will soon offer bundles of services under the Apple One name. 

https://youtu.be/zfNIo6FC0ZM
https://youtu.be/zfNIo6FC0ZM
https://tidbits.com/2020/09/14/skip-the-library-trip-borrow-ebooks-and-more-at-home/
https://tidbits.com/2020/09/15/apple-subscriptions-expand-with-apple-fitness-apple-one-bundles/
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Reviews
PortraitPro Body Studio 3 

by L. Davenport 

Do you send out cards every year that have a photo of yourself on one side? Have you gained weight and are embarrassed to send out the card this 
year? Then fear not. Buy yourself a copy of PortraitPro Body Studio 3. It is a full body editor that will help you shave off those extra pounds in your 
photos. No one will be the wiser.  

PortraitPro Body is also an invaluable tool for professionals. They can use it to tweak the look and shape of their models. 

Interactive Tutorials 
When you open PortraitPro Body you will see two rows of Interactive tutorials. When you click on one, it shows you a quick video of what that 

tutorial will cover. Then it loads a body and off to the side of the window it has steps for you to follow. It places a check after each step once you have 
replicated that instruction. If you can’t figure out where a setting is located, you can click on its name (in the tutorial instructions) and it will point to 
the setting. After working through these tutorials, you will have a good understanding on how to use PortraitPro Body. 

How it works 
When you import your photo, PortraitPro Body automatically identifies the body in your photo. It asks you whether it is male or female and then 

places colored “Curve” lines around the outer edges of the the body and limbs. (Figure 2 & 6). If the Curve lines are off by a little, you can fine-tune 
them by moving the dragging points on the Curve lines to the correct locations. Once everything is properly outlined, the PortraitPro Body window 
opens (Figure 1 - though this screenshot was taken after I had already tweaked a ladies’ shape).  

Figure 1. PortraitPro Body can be used to sculpt a body in your photos. This screenshot shows the before and after modification (before 
I read a manual or went through all of the tutorials). It was very easy. Everything was slimmed including her body, limbs and face. I 
opened her eyes a little, fixed her complexion, and even gave her a bust lift. This took at least 50 pounds off of her appearance.
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After a short processing interval, PortraitPro Body will move to the editing mode and a number of different sections appear in the control column 
(center of Figure 1). These sections include: 
1. Markup: This can be used to go back and readjust the body Curves (that you set at the beginning of this process). 
2. Shape Sliders: There are four sliders at the top of the section which can make large scale changes to the torso, legs, arms, and skeleton: 

• Slim makes the entire subject thinner 
• Curvy (women only) narrows the waist and expands the chest and hips 
• Built (men only) slims the stomach and broadens the shoulders (Figure 3). 
• Lift raises the bottom and chest areas 

Figure 3. PortraitPro Body can also be used to bulk up bodies such as making it 
look like this teenager is doing weightlifting. I also gave him a small smile, 
widened his eyes and cleared up his complexion.

Figure 4. When you are pushing and pulling on a figure in a photo, you can’t help but warp the surrounding image. The left Screenshot 
shows the distortion of the floor edge and the ladder that happened after modifying the ladies’ appearance. By drawing lines with the 
Warp tool (center image) I was able to straighten the floor edge and the ladder (right image).

Figure 2. PortraitPro Body automatically identi-
fies the contours of the body. Pulling these Con-
tour lines inward thins the body or limb.
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• Tall extends the legs and the torso length and stretches the neck. 
3. Shape Tools: These tools make finer scale changes to the image than 

is possible with the shape sliders. There is even a Fix bulges and 
Pinches tool that reduces bulges at the hips or creases due to fat or a 
tight bikini strap. 

4. Skin: This lets you smooth the skin, remove blemishes, and lighten 
or darken the image. It even has a “Tummy Tuck” slider and a Belly 
button option that lets you change the look of an exposed belly but-
ton. 

5. Face: This tool has slider controls which let you modify the shape of 
the face, widen the eyes, add a smile, smooth the skin, adjust the 
lighting, and add “Smokey eyes” (darkening the eye lids and below 
the brow). You can really improve the look of the faces (Figure 7). 
But if you need more extensive tools - such as adding makeup, 
changing the hair color, etc. - I suggest that you also purchase An-
thropics’s companion program: PortraitPro. Both programs can be 
used in tandem - slim your figures and faces in PortraitPro Body 
then continue working on the face in PortraitPro (if you are interest-
ed, my review of PortraitPro can be found on our SMMUG web 
site).  

FYI: The Face 
tool is not designed 
to be used on faces 
in profile. But that’s 
not to say you can’t 
do any slimming 
of theses faces. In 
one of my tests, I 
was still able to 

Figure 5. I was able to use PortraitPro Body’s body shaping tools to reduce the size of this lady. But I wasn’t able to use the Face tool to 
modify her face since they are designed to work only on front facing faces. I was however able to use the push tool to remove her double 
chin and reduce the size of her neck. I also used the Warp Fixer tool to straighten the tree that is sitting behind her face.

Figure 6. If the limbs are obscured (as in this ladies’ legs and parts of her arms) you can guess where they are located 
so PortraitPro Body can continue with the body reshaping. Also, if one limb is overlapping another or is in front of 
the torso, you can tell PortraitPro Body which overlaps the other so the sliders work properly (left screenshot).

https://smmug.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/PortraitPro-Studio-Max-19.pdf
https://smmug.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/PortraitPro-Studio-Max-19.pdf


reduce a ladies’ double chin and neck using other PortraitPro Body tools (Figure 5). 
6. Warp Fixer: As you have read, the way PortraitPro Body makes bodies slimmer is by pushing and pulling Curve lines superimposed over the 

image. This works great in thinning the person but it also distorts the surrounding background. If the background is vegetation or landscape, 
the distortion is not noticeable, but if your person is next to a straight line (like standing next to a fence or a ladder) it is noticeable. Anthropics  
realized this so they added a “Warp Fixer” tool. In Figure 4, you can see the distortions of the latter and the floor edge in the left image. I drew 
(green) Warp Fixer line “Patches” over the ladder and the floor edge (center image) and the right image shows the correction applied. Sweet! 

7. Picture: The Picture section sliders changes the contrast, brightness, and color palette of the whole image. 
 PortraitPro Body can detect if the person’s limbs overlap each other. It has a selection box 

where you can tell it which limb overlaps the other or body (Figure 6 left image). 
In addition to the slider controls, the main window also displays before and after views of 

your portrait (Figure 1). With this you can instantly see what the modifications will look like 
as you apply them. FYI: Rather than the side-by-side before/after views, I like to use the “Flip 
to Before” Button. That lets you switch back and forth on the same image. That’s the best 
way for me to see the subtle differences. 

PortraitPro Body versions:  
Standard: This is a standalone version that can read or write JPG and TIFF files. 
Studio: This has the standalone version but also works as a Photoshop plug-in with new 
Smart Filter capability and as a Lightroom or Photoshop Elements plug-in. It can read or 
write JPEG and TIFF embedded color profile support, TIFFs with 16 bits per color sample, 
and camera RAW & DNG formats. Anthropics  has a “Comparison chart” web page that gives a more in-depth listing of the differences be-
tween the two versions. 

The Skinny 
Evaluation: PortraitPro Body is very easy to use and makes impressive results. I think the amateur and pro alike will find many uses for this pro-
gram. Especially since in todays age, more and more people are moving to the plus sizes. This is a quicker way for them to look like they went on a 
diet than actually going on a diet. It is also great for the professional photographer to correct any flaws in the photos of their model’s body. 
Requires: 
Company: Anthropics  
Price: Standard version: $39.95, Studio version: $59.95 
Available Trial Copy
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Figure 7. PortraitPro Body’s Face tools can remove the excess weight from faces. I then widened her eyes and added: Lighting con-
trast, Modeling light, and Smokey eyes. I also used the Contract Region Shape tool to reduce the size of her nose. 

Figure 8. PortraitPro Body can also be used to 
decrease male’s beer belly or increase the size of 
female bottoms (and other body parts).

https://www.anthropics.com/portraitprobody/editions/
https://www.anthropics.com/portraitprobody/download/
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Blow Up 3 
by L. Davenport 

Have you ever had a time when you needed to enlarge a small photo to fit a larger frame or make it large enough to hang as a poster on the wall? 
Did you get the dreaded blurriness or stair-step pixelation when the image was enlarged? You aren’t alone. This is a problem for a lot of people. But 
now with Exposure Software’s Blow Up 3, you can get sharper enlargements without computer artifacts. 

Blow Up analyzes the pixels in an image and converts them into vectors that follows the edges of the contours of the image (Figure 2). These vec-
tors are enlarged without loosing quality. When the vectors re-convert back into pixels, you end up with a crisp and clean image. 

Blow Up is a plug-in that is compatible with Photoshop, Photoshop Elements, and Exposure software. 

User interface 
The left side of the Blow Up window contains the thumbnail navigator and custom user settings. At its center is where you preview the effect. On 

the bottom of the preview area are tools for zooming and panning inside of the preview area. Over on the right are the parameters that you can use 

to adjust the results. The buttons on the top right are for the different resizing modes. There are three different modes in Blow Up 3: 
• Crop and Resize mode: This will crop your image to proportionately fill the output size. Blow Up’s Smart Crop will intelligently place the crop 

area over the most interesting part of your photo. You can fine tune this crop area to your liking. Blow Up will make sure that whatever your com-
position, your final output will fit the selected size. 

• Resize mode: This will resize your image proportionately without cropping or stretching.  
• Stretch mode: This forces your image to fit the output size (this may distort your image). 

You can resize up to 300,000 pixels per side. Blow Up can handle CMYK images used in offset printing and 16-bit per channel images typically 
used by professional photographers. 

Blow Up has presets for common paper sizes, including photo papers and standard US, European, and Japanese sizes. Just choose your paper type 
and (according to Exposure Software) Blow Up sharpens the right amount to compensate for ink diffusion. 

Figure 1. This is Blow Up 3’s window with its sizing and sharpening controls on the right and the Preview at its center.



If you would like to see more examples, the Exposure software’s web site has many photos showing comparisons between resizing using the tradi-
tional Bicubic enlargement and using Blow Up 3’s enlargement procedure. 

The Skinny 
Evaluation: Blow Up is very simple to use and the results are sharper than the enlargements that I received using other art packages. 
Requires: System: macOS 10.10 - 10.15, and Intel Core 2 processor or compatible, Monitor with 1280 x 768 resolution or greater;  
                 Host Application: Exposure X or newer, Adobe Photoshop CS6, CC15 or newer, Adobe Lightroom 6 or CC 2015 or newer 
Company: Exposure Software   
Street Price: $79 
Available Trial Copy 

Figure 3. Using the process mentioned in Figure 2, Blow Up gives you a crisp and clean image (on the right) versus the typical “Bicubic” 
enlargement process (on the left).
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Figure 2. Blow Up converts the image’s pixels into vectors which follows the edges of the image’s contours (top left image). The vectors are 
enlarged using more vectors (top right image) and then converted back into pixels.

https://exposure.software/blowup/blow-up-examples
https://exposure.software/blowup/
https://exposure.software/trial/
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Membership Application Form 
Membership entitles you to access to our online forums, participation in prize drawings, and access to the bar-
gains in the members area of the SMMUG website at www. smmug.org. SMMUG renewal membership dues 
($30) apply to the calendar year and are paid each December for the following year. Use the following table for 
NEW MEMBERSHIP ONLY: 

 JAN 1 to MAR 31 - $30.00  APR 1 to JUN 30 - $20.00  
 JUL 1 to SEPT 30 - $15.00  OCT 1 to DEC 31 - $10.00 

Please Print Clearly!     Today’s Date  

Name 
 Street Address 
 City/State/ZIP 

 Home Telephone 
 E-mail Address

Have you previously been a member of SMMUG? 
How did you learn about SMMUG? 

Make your check payable to:  SMMUG   
Then mail or give this form and your check to:

SMMUG, Inc.    
2100 Wood Avenue 
Colorado Springs, CO 80907-6718 

Please make an online account for me. 
User Name _______________

Don’t make an online account for me. I 
do not want one or I already have one.

Business Telephone 

About Us 

The Silicon Mountain Macintosh User Group, Inc. (a nonprofit educational corporation) was formed in Colorado Springs, Col-
orado in 1985, and is one of the oldest Macintosh User Groups in the United States. SMMUG, Inc. is dedicated to helping 
members enjoy and learn about their Macintosh computer, iPhone and iPad devices. 

Club membership is open to everyone and you are cordially invited to visit our free monthly General Meeting on the second 
Monday of each month, at 7:00 PM. For those new to the Macintosh, we have a Question & Answer session at 6:00 PM, where 
our collective expertise can help answer your questions.  

All members receive a monthly newsletter, published on our web site, see great reviews of software and hardware, or can partici-
pate in the monthly door prize drawing. Each member gets one vote during annual Officer Elections. No corporate memberships 
are granted. 

Our officers are volunteers and receive no pay. All funds raised are used for the cost of operating the club and its meetings. 

http://www.smmug.org

