
GetWall Opener
by L. Davenport

GetWall Opener is a Final Cut Pro X plug-in that you can use it to make eye-catching “Media Grid” intros for your videos.
What is a Media Grid you ask? This is a wall or vertical plane that is covered in a grid pattern. Each grid is a “Drop Zone” where you can drop an 

image or video (bottom right of Figure 1). 

The grid is animated so that the drop zones rotate and flip around until they fall into place and the 
over-all wall eventually straightens out horizontally (Figure 3). It ends with a drop zone where you can 
add your company logo or words of your choosing. Though these Preset media grid templates have 

predefined lengths and 
speed, you can change the 
length by expanding or 
compressing its length in 
the timeline. This is especially helpful if this is playing over some 
music - you can make the wall last as long as the music.

The User Interface
  The plug-in is located in Final Cut Pro’s Generators browser. There 
is also a set of motion blur tools that can be found in the Titles 
browser. These are designed to be added after you are finished with 
the wall, to save rendering time while working on the wall.
  The GetWall Opener comes with three animated preset templates 
that can be used. They are similar with each other except for their 
duration. As mentioned earlier, each ends with a drop zone for a logo 
splash screen. 

Figure 1. This shows a GetWall Opener grid that is completely filled with faces. It’s parameters are 
shown to the right. BTW: To save space, I have overlapped it with a screenshot showing two of the 
27 Drop Zones filled with a male and a female image.

Figure 2. The GetWell Opener comes with three Preset Templates (top 
row) and six Modules.



Parameter controls & Drop Zones
All of the GetWall Opener parameters show up in the Final Cut Pro Inspector (right side of 

Figure 1). The Parameters are divided into six categories:
• Draft Mode: This turns off the processor intensive visual effects to make it easier and quicker 

to add your images and make your adjustments.
• Back Ground colors: You can change the background color of the grid’s wall and/or the 

Logo’s background.
• LOGO: You are given the option to either add a logo image to the Logo drop zone or click 

the check mark to: “Use text for logo” and type in your ending words. You are also given 
positioning, Opacity, Fill Color, etc. parameters that you can set for the logo.

• Image Spacing: The spacing or distance between each drop zone in the wall can be increased 
or decreased.

• OSC Image Controls: At the center of the wall of Figure 1 you can see the faint outline of a 
circle with a smaller circle of handles at its center. This is the OnScreen Control. You can use it 
to zoom, pan, or adjust the position of the image within a drop zone. Corresponding 
positioning controls can also be found in the Parameters.

• Drop Zones: As mentioned earlier, you can quickly add an image or video in each of the 27 
drop zones (bottom right of Figure 1). This is accomplished by selecting a drop zone in the 
parameters and clicking on an image or video from Final Cut Pro’s Bin. Afterward, repeat that 
process for the remaining 26 images or videos. When all drop zones are filled, simply hit the 
Apply Clip button. Done. 

Preset Templates & Modules
The GetWall Opener comes with three Preset Templets and six Modules.
• Presets: The Presets are set to three different time lengths (6, 8, and 12 seconds) but those 

lengths can be adjusted. Each one ends with a drop zone for a logo splash screen.
• Modules: There are six Modules (Figure 2). These Modules were derived from the three 

Preset Templates, but they have been cut and pieced individually. You can combine the 
Modules however you would like, scatter them in a project, create a longer segment by 
reusing and duplicating them, play them in reverse, etc. 
  A user could technically do all of this with the three Preset Templates, but that would 
require the user to find the spots to cut, make compound clips, etc. 

Polaric has tried to reduce the Module's complexity by giving the user a range of options 
and changes but not overwhelming them or expecting them to spend a ton of time learning 
how to manipulate a piece of animation that Polaric has provided. 

Once you have added all of your images or video to the drop zones, tweaked their positions 
and size if needed, and add a logo, you can add one of GetWall Opener’s pre-made Blur effects. 
All that’s let to do is watch your new animated wall.

If you are interested, you can see examples of GetWall Opener animations on the Polaric 
web site. There is also a trial version that you can install to test it out for yourself.

The Skinny
Evaluation: I had a little hiccup trying to get my logo to work properly (I was using the wrong 
file format). But after that, everything went very smoothly. I found GetWall Opener plug-in  
very easy to use.
Requires: Mac OS 10.14.6, Final Cut Pro 10.4.7, FxFactory 7.1.6 (free)
Company: Polaric
Price: $49 but it is currently on sale for: $39
Available Trial copy 

Figure 3. This series of images was taken at 
different times during one of my Wall 
Animations. You can see that it transitions to a 
movie clapper logo at its end.
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