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The New York Times Reveals How Completely Our Every Move Is Tracked
by ADAM ENGST
If it were up to me, I’d be nominating the New York Times article “Twelve Million Phones, One
Dataset, Zero Privacy” for a Pulitzer Prize.
Anonymous sources provided the Times with a dataset from a single location data company that
contained 50 billion pings from the phones of more than 12 million Americans over several months in
2016 and 2017. With the data, Times reporters Stuart A. Thompson and Charlie Warzel were able to
track numerous people in positions of power, including military officials, law-enforcement officers, and
high-powered lawyers. They were able to watch as people visited the Playboy Mansion, some staying
overnight, and they could see visitors to the estates of Johnny Depp, Arnold Schwarzenegger, and Tiger
Woods. Once they identified any particular phone, they could track it wherever it went. Imagine what
that data could be used for in the wrong hands.
The Times has done an impressive job of showing both the scope of the data—with interactive images
showing all the location pings at the Pentagon, for instance—and also diving down to the specifics, with a
Microsoft employee who made an unusual visit to an Amazon office and a month later, took a job there.
Might employers want to keep tabs on employees with access to confidential information? That’s just one
example—the article includes others, some speculative, some not (like one random Los Angeles resident
who was found traveling to roadside motels multiple times and staying for a few hours each time).
Go read the Times article and the additional pieces that the paper has published:
• Protect Yourself
• National Security
• How It Works
• One Neighborhood
• Protests
• Solutions
It’s a sobering look at just how little control we have over our
privacy and how little oversight there is over an industry that knows
more about us than our own families. Even if we assume good intent
on the part of the companies collecting this data, there’s no guarantee
it can be kept out of the hands of foreign governments or organized
crime. The Times has put the spotlight on this industry; it’s up to us
to make sure we convey our opinions of this situation to our elected
representatives.
What You Can Do to Protect Your Privacy Now
In the meantime, go to Settings > Privacy > Location on your
iPhone and set every app to Ask Next Time unless you know what
it’s doing with the location data. For instance, the Camera app needs
the While Using the App setting to geotag your photos, and Maps
needs it to give you directions. The Ask Next Time setting ensures
that you’ll get a chance to decide the next time you actually use the
app. Also, set any apps you don’t (or shouldn’t) trust, like Facebook,
to Never, and make sure no app is set to Always unless you trust it
Continued on page 4
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THIS MONTH AT SMMUG
January 13, 2020
6:00 Q&A Session
6:45 Networking Break
7:00 Free Apple Store classes by Skip Mundy
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Club News
Announcements
January Presentation
Whether you received some new Apple toys over the holidays or just want to increase your understanding of the ones you already have, come learn
about a boatload of free instructional offerings. We will cover live events available in our community and many others you can explore on the webs.
Maybe all you need is a list of possibilities to launch you into a deeper understanding of the technology you own.

Door Prizes For The January
Meeting:
Typintor {software]
KeyCue [software]
Apple tote
$10.00 Apple gift card
Mobile Phone cleaning kit
Earbuds w/ in-line Mic & carry case
Hands free phone holder
Stylus & cross pen
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Continued from page 1
implicitly. You might be surprised by which apps want to track you and which are set to Always.
There’s no guarantee that restricting your location sharing settings will prevent these companies from tracking your location because there’s no
way to know which apps are abusing their privileges (well, other than weather apps). The only way to be certain it’s not happening would be to
turn off location services entirely, but that would severely reduce the utility of the iPhone. Even setting every app to Never would be problematic,
eliminating Maps and Google Maps, Lyft and Uber, and photo geotagging in all camera apps. That’s why we recommend the approach above—
everyone’s level of concern will differ, and only you can determine how perturbed you are by this tracking.

The iPhone 11 Smart Battery Case Has a Hidden Camera Button
by JOSH CENTERS
Apple has released Smart Battery Cases for the iPhone 11, iPhone 11 Pro, and iPhone 11 Pro Max. All three cost $129, come in white, black,
or—in the case of the Pro models—pink. Unexpectedly, they all have a slightly hidden and unusual feature: a dedicated camera button. The second
paragraph of the Apple Store description reads:
The case features a dedicated camera button that launches the Camera app whether the
iPhone is locked or unlocked. A quick press of the button takes a photo and a longer press
captures QuickTake video. It works for selfies, too.
Cool, eh? I haven’t tried the case, but reports suggest that you need to press the button
just a bit longer than you might expect would be necessary to take a photo. That slight
delay, combined with the fact that the button is recessed, should reduce accidental snaps in
your pocket.
How did Apple add an extra iPhone button to the Smart Battery Case, given that there’s
no equivalent button on the iPhone? iFixit had the case X-rayed and learned that Apple
added a small circuit board to the case that internally connects the camera button to the
Lightning port. We’re curious to see if any third-party cases manage to reverse-engineer this
button activation mechanism or if it’s going to remain proprietary to Apple.
Note that you need iOS 13.2 or later for the camera button to work. If you’ve followed
our advice and kept iOS 13 up to date, this shouldn’t be an issue.
If you have one of these Smart Battery Cases, tell us how you like the camera button in
the comments.

ExtraBITS
You Can Now Listen to Apple Podcasts with Alexa -- In addition to Apple Music, Apple Podcasts is now available on Amazon Echo devices,
showcasing Apple’s new commitment to services, even if that means supporting competitors’ devices and ecosystems.
Apple Teams Up with Rivals to Create Open Smart Home Standard -- Apple is teaming up with Amazon, Google, and the Zigbee Alliance to
create an open-source, security-focused communication standard for smart home devices.
Everything You Wanted to Know about Apple Security but Were Afraid to Ask -- Apple has published an extensive guide to its varied security
efforts, bringing vast amounts of information together in one easily accessible place.
Solving Mac OS 8’s Y2K20 Bug -- Keeping an old Mac running Mac OS 8 or earlier around for the fun of it? Beware that early versions of the
classic Mac OS won’t let you set a time after the end of 2019. Happily, a free utility lets you work around this limitation for another 20 years.
How to Downgrade a New Mac to Mojave from Catalina -- If you’re looking at buying a new Mac now, it will likely ship with macOS 10.15
Catalina. If you’re not ready to upgrade from Mojave, it’s still possible to downgrade most new Macs, but it might not be easy.
Amazon Music Opens Ad-Supported Free Tier for iOS Users -- Amazon is now offering an ad-supported free tier of its music service—which
was previously exclusive to users of Amazon Echo devices—to iOS, Android, Fire TV, and Web users.
iOS 13 Bugs Cause Apple to Overhaul Software Testing -- In the wake of complaints about iOS 13, Apple is revising its internal testing
procedures, but the company’s proposed changes don’t address all the concerns laid out by former Apple engineer David Shayer.
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Our thanks go out to David Cox for last month’s
informative FaceTime presentation.

DOOR PRIZE WINNER
For The December 2020 Meeting
Skip was our yearly grand prize winner of an hour and a half FaceTime chat with David
Cox to discuss technical problems that he may be having with his Mac or iOS devices.
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Macs & macOS
2019 Mac Pro and Pro Display XDR: Big Iron for Big Bucks

by ADAM ENGST
Apple has been teasing the latest iteration to the Mac Pro since 2017, and the company formally announced it in June 2019, promising that it
would ship by the end of the year. With 21 days left in 2019,
Apple hit its mark—the new Mac Pro and the Pro Display
XDR are now available to order and will ship before the end of
the year in most configurations.
That’s a smart move on Apple’s part, since those with annual
hardware budgets can get their orders in before the end of the
year. Make no mistake, though, the new Mac Pro and Pro
Display XDR are only for serious pros whose work requires the
ultimate in performance. The starting price for the Mac Pro is
$5999, and fully maxed out, it’s nearly $53,000. (That’s not
even accounting for the rack-mount version coming soon that
costs $500 more or the 8 TB SSD option that’s not available
yet.) The Pro Display XDR starts at $4999, but with
nano-texture glass and a Pro Stand, it’s almost $7000. So yes, a
loaded Mac Pro system is comparable in price to a loaded Tesla
Model 3—we’ll have to wait for the benchmarks and track
tests to see which is faster.
Let’s take a look at Apple’s new professional Mac and monitor
to see where all that money goes.
2019 Mac Pro
Apple completely redesigned the Mac Pro in consultation with
pro users in a variety of industries. Gone is the circular “trash can” design. The
new machine features a stainless steel frame more closely resembling the old
“cheese grater” Mac Pros, thanks to large cooling vents in the slip-off aluminum
shell. Removing the shell provides access to all sides of the Mac Pro, with the
processor, graphics, and expansion slots on one side, and storage and memory on
the other. Finally, optional wheels make it easy to move the Mac Pro around a
set, stage, or studio—Apple must have reinvented the wheel in constructing
them, given that they add $400 to the cost. Getting the wheels will also delay
delivery until the end of January 2020.
Massive computing power requires lots of electrical power, so Apple has
outfitted the Mac Pro with a 1.4-kilowatt power supply. It will generate a lot of
heat as well, so the design facilitates good cooling, with heat pipes directing hot
air away from the CPU and dispersing it along aluminum fin stacks. Three
impeller fans keep cool air moving across the CPU and GPUs, while a blower
on the other side pulls air across the memory, storage, and power supply.
The Mac Pro comes with a black USB-C to Lightning cable, a silver-and-black Magic Mouse 2, and a silver-and-black Magic Keyboard with
Numeric Keypad. You can swap the Magic Mouse 2 out for a silver-and-black Magic Trackpad 2 for $50 or get both for $149.
CPU
The base-level Mac Pro comes with an 8-core 3.5 GHz Intel Xeon W processor, and if that sounds beefy, just wait. You can instead upgrade to a
Xeon W with 12 ($1000), 16 ($2000), 24 ($6000), or 28 ($7000) cores. Base clock speeds vary with the number of cores, but all except the 8-core
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model support Turbo Boost to 4.4 GHz (the 8-core model only spikes to 4.0 GHz).
How much more performance can you expect? Apple claims that the 28-core configuration is 300% to 650% faster than the previous-generation
12-core Mac Pro for activities like Photoshop filters, Xcode builds, Final Cut Pro transcoding, and Matlab simulations. If time is money in your
world, that 28-core processor might pay for itself quickly.
RAM
Although the base-model Mac Pro includes 32 GB of RAM, it’s almost inconceivable that anyone buying this machine will leave it there. The
Mac Pro features 12 user-accessible DIMM slots, and Apple will let you upgrade to 48 GB ($300), 96 GB ($1000), 192 GB ($3000), 384 GB
($6000), 768 GB ($14,000), or a whopping 1.5 TB ($25,000).
Two important notes. First, only the 24- and 28-core configurations support 1.5 TB of RAM. Second, the 8-core model operates memory at
2666 MHz, whereas the remaining models run memory at 2933 MHz for increased performance.
It seems likely that third-party RAM will be cheaper, though 1.5 TB of ECC RAM won’t be inexpensive anywhere. Look for DDR4 ECC
memory running at 2933 MHz.
GPU
In today’s computationally intensive tasks—3D animation, 8K video compositing, and
building lifelike gaming environments, along with pure number-crunching—much of the
necessary performance comes from dedicated GPUs. To hold the Mac Pro’s GPUs, Apple has
created the Mac Pro Expansion Module, or MPX Module, and the Mac Pro has room for
two of them.
Each MPX Module can contain one of four AMD Radeon GPUs:
• AMD Radeon Pro 580X (the base option): This option includes 36 compute units and
8 GB of GDDR5 memory, provides two HDMI 2.0 ports and four internally routed
DisplayPort connections, and supports up to six 4K displays, two 5K displays, or two Pro
Display XDRs.
• AMD Radeon Pro W5700X (coming soon): This one includes 40 compute units and
16 GB of GDDR6 memory, provides four Thunderbolt 3 ports and one HDMI 2.0 port along with two internally routed DisplayPort
connections, and supports up to six 4K displays, three 5K displays, or three Pro Display XDRs.
• AMD Radeon Pro Vega II ($2400 for one, $5200 for two): Moving up, this choice includes 64 compute units and 32 GB of HBM2
memory, provides four Thunderbolt 3 ports and one HDMI 2.0 port along with two internally routed DisplayPort connections, and supports
up to six 4K displays, three 5K displays, or two Pro Display XDRs. You can also connect two Vega II GPUs via an Infinity Fabric Link
connection.
• AMD Radeon Pro Vega II Duo ($5200 for one, $10,800 for two): This top-of-the-line option puts two Vega II CPUs into a single MPX
Module, doubling the specs of a single AMD Radeon Pro Vega II, apart from the number of external Thunderbolt and HDMI ports. It
supports up to eight 4K displays, four 5K displays, or four Pro Display XDRs.
Expansion and Connectivity
The MPX Modules aren’t the only way to expand a Mac Pro, but they do affect what
other PCI Express cards you can install. That’s because MPX bay 1 can support one
full-length, double-wide x16 gen 3 slot and one full-length, double-wide x8 gen 3 slot,
and MPX bay 2 can support two full-length, double-wide x16 gen 3 slots.
Even with a pair of MPX Modules installed in the four double-wide slots, you’ll still
have three single-wide slots and one half-length slot preconfigured with an Apple I/O
card.
For another $2000, Apple also offers the
Afterburner PCI Express card, which
accelerates ProRes and ProRes RAW codecs
in Final Cut Pro X, QuickTime Player X,
and supported third-party apps. It isn’t sold
separately.
That Apple I/O card provides two USB 3 ports using the USB-A connector, two
Thunderbolt 3 ports, and two 10-gigabit Ethernet ports. The top of the Mac Pro case
(shown below) provides another two Thunderbolt 3 ports, as does the front of the
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rack-mount enclosure. Of course, 802.11ac Wi-Fi and Bluetooth 5.0 are built-in, and there’s a speaker and 3.5 mm headphone jack as well.
Storage
In some ways, storage may not be terribly relevant to Mac Pro users, many of whom likely rely on high-end network-attached storage instead of
onboard storage. That explains the base-level 256 GB SSD storage module, but you can upgrade to 1 ($400), 2 ($800), 4 ($1400), or 8 TB (coming
soon) SSDs, and Apple’s T2 security chip automatically encrypts all onboard storage.
Pro Display XDR
Not all Mac Pro purchasers will be interested in Apple’s new Pro Display
XDR monitor—it’s not likely to be worthwhile for a high-end software
developer or scientist interested in crunching numbers—this is not a monitor
for the rest of us. But if you spend your days working with video or graphics,
you may want to consider adding one, and when you configure a Mac Pro on
Apple’s online store, it suggests the Pro Display XDR when you check out.
The Pro Display XDR is a 32-inch 6K Retina display, which provides nearly
40% more screen real estate than a 5K display. It runs at 6016-by-3384 pixels at
218 pixels per inch. For those working with 4K video, that means you can see
your video and have room for your tools, all on one screen.
It’s likely the best-looking display you’ve ever encountered. It features 1000
nits of sustained brightness, and peaks at 1600 nits—most typical desktop
monitors provide only 350 nits of brightness. That results
in a 1,000,000:1 contrast ratio. It also supports a P3 wide
color gamut and true 10-bit color, enabling it to produce
more than 1 billion colors accurately.
For video professionals in particular, the Pro Display
XDR offers reference modes that enable you to match its
output—color space, white point, gamma, and
brightness—to the requirements for HDR, HD, SD
video, and digital cinema. Other reference modes—
general photography, design, and print—would be
appropriate for photographers and graphic designers. If
none of the available reference modes match what you
need, you can create custom ones.
Apple put significant effort into the glass in front of the
screen. Most displays suffer if you’re not looking straight at
them, but thanks to new polarizing technology, the Pro
Display XDR boasts a wide viewing angle that provides up
to 25 times better off-axis contrast than a typical LCD screen. Apple also engineered it for low reflectivity, and for the ultimate in matte screens, you
can pay $1000 more for the nano-texture glass that cuts reflections even further.
You’ll need to put some thought into where you’re going to position the Pro Display XDR. It’s big and heavy—23.8 inches (71.8 cm) wide, 16.2
inches (41.2 cm) high, and 1.1 (2.7 cm) inches deep, and it tips the scales at 16.5 pounds (7.5 kg). But by default, it doesn’t include a stand of any
sort. You can choose between Apple’s Pro Stand for $999 or the $199 VESA Mount Adapter, which lets you put the Pro Display XDR on an arm
attached to a desk or wall.
The beefy Pro Stand, which weighs in at 9.5 pounds (4.3 kg), offers a total height adjustment of 12 cm and can tilt from -5º to +25º. When using
the Pro Stand, you can also rotate the Pro Display XDR from landscape to portrait to choose the orientation that you prefer. The Pro Display XDR
attaches to the Pro Stand with a magnetic connector; latches securely lock the stand to the display. The VESA Mount Adapter also uses a magnetic
connector; you secure the Pro Display XDR to it with an Apple-designed lock key.
On the back, you’ll find one Thunderbolt 3 port for connecting to a Mac, along with three USB-C ports for charging and syncing. The use of
USB-C rather than Thunderbolt 3 feels odd, given that Thunderbolt 3 supports daisy-chaining of devices, but the current iPad Pro models have
USB-C ports, and the iPhone 11 Pro models come with a USB-C to Lightning charging cable.
The Pro Display XDR is not limited to use with the Mac Pro, but don’t assume you can use it with just anything, given the number of pixels the
Mac needs to drive. It is also compatible with the 2018 15-inch MacBook Pro, the 16-inch MacBook Pro, and the 2019 versions of the 21.5-inch
and 27-inch iMac (but not the iMac Pro). It can also work with any Mac that has Thunderbolt 3 ports paired with a Blackmagic eGPU.
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Here’s How to Access Your Yearly Apple Music Replay Playlists
by JOSH CENTERS
Wonder what music you listened to last year? Apple has quietly added a year-end-roundup feature to Apple Music, called Apple Music Replay,
that details your most-listened-to artists, albums, and songs, and offers a playlist of your most-played songs from every year you’ve subscribed to
Apple Music. Oddly, it’s not accessible via iTunes or the Music app.
Instead, you need to use the Apple Music Web app (see “Apple
Launches Beta of Apple Music for the Web,” 6 September 2019).
Scroll down in the For You section until you see the Replay banner, or
just click this link and log in with your Apple ID.
Replay gives you all sorts of interesting statistics about your 2019
listening habits. Mine are a little screwy from playing things that will put
the baby to sleep.

Have fun browsing the statistics, but the best bits may be
the Replay playlists. At the top of the Replay screen (see the
first screenshot above), there’s an Add button to add your
2019 Replay playlist to your Apple Music library. Scroll
down to the bottom, and you’ll find buttons to add Replay
playlists from years past to your library. Each contains up to
100 of your most-played songs from that year.
Once you add the Replay playlists to your library, they appear in
iTunes and Music like any other Apple Music playlist.

ExtraBITS
VueScan: Not the ScanSnap Replacement You’re Looking For -- If you have a ScanSnap S1300, S1500, or S1500M scanner, you should be
legitimately worried that its 32-bit software will no longer run in macOS 10.15 Catalina. Dave Kitabjian discusses your options, with an in-depth
look at third-party scanner software VueScan.
Apple’s Explanation for Unexpected iPhone 11 Location Requests -- The iPhone 11 models are regularly gathering location data, even when
location access is turned off for all apps and services. Why? Security researcher Brian Krebs has received answers from Apple, but they’re not entirely
satisfactory.
Apple Approves Alternative Apple TV Remote for Salty Swiss -- Apple TV users in Switzerland got so fed up with Apple’s remote control that
Swiss telecom Salt made its own, with help from Apple. Alas, they’re not currently available outside the country.
Amazon’s Ring Doorbells Sent Wi-Fi Passwords in the Clear -- Security researchers have revealed that Amazon’s Ring doorbells were
transmitting Wi-Fi passwords in the clear. That’s now fixed, but what other devices might be exposing your network traffic?
Reuse governed by Creative Commons license. TidBITS has oﬀered years of thoughtful commentary on Apple and Internet topics. For free email subscriptions and
access to the entire TidBITS archive, visit www.tidbits.com.
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Reviews

Typinator 8
by L. Davenport

Is there a small or large group of words that you have to repeatedly type into your documents or emails? Would you like a way to have that block
of text automatically typed for you? Then you should look into getting Typinator. Typinator helps you by quickly inserting words, phrases, or
images into your document when you enter a few keystrokes.
Who would benefit from this? Everyone. For example: you can type a few
keystrokes (abbreviation) to quickly enter your email address, the date and time,
the heading/logo or closing salutations for your letters or emails, plus a lot more.
It can also auto correct commonly misspelled words across all the applications
you use (Figure 2).
Business people can set up customer service responses, acknowledge customer
orders, send out shipping advisories that have the current date and time
automatically entered, or insert a company logo and maps.
Technical people can use some of the downloadable templates or create their
own templates for quickly entering code fragments, code blocks, HTML code,
etc. (see Figure 7).
Typinator’s UI
Figure 1 shows Typinator’s user interface. The abbreviation “Sets” are listed at
the upper left of its window; the individual abbreviations for each Set are listed to
the right and the bottom of the window is where you can add images and/or add
text for your abbreviations. This example, is showing a logo that is a combination
of an image and a line of text. This logo would be inserted into a document after
typing: “/ld” (if you look closely you will see the /ld listed at the top of the
Abbreviations list).
Abbreviation “Sets”:
Typinator lets you group your replacement rules a.k.a. “Snippets” into Figure 1. Typinator has an uncluttered user interface.
different categories or “Sets”. You could create sets for your mail signatures,
typing corrections, letter templates, Unix commands, etc.
Typinator’s default: “My Abbreviations” Set includes these
Snippets:
• wbr - with best regards,
John Smith
(Smith & Smith, Ltd.)
• typurl - this types a whole URL address:
http://www.Ergonis Software.com/products/typinator
• Typicon - this inserts a image of the Typinator icon
• dt - this will type in the current date formatted like this:
2014-01-19. BTW: The appearance of your date is fully
customizable. I didn’t like the default: Year, Month, Day
Figure 2. Typinator and TidBITS AutoCorrect sets will automatically
arrangement. So I quickly changed it to Month, Day, Year.
You are given different ways to format each part of the date. correct a long list of commonly misspelled words.
For the month you can choose from 9, 09, Sept, or September.
It is the same with the day - 4, 04, Fr, or Friday. You can also specify if the time is based on a 12 or 24 hour clock and whether to add an AM or
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PM, or the minute and second to your date.
The “My Abbreviations” default set isn’t the only predefined set that comes with
Typinator. There are around 17 (including 2 British, a French and a German) predefined
sets that you can turn on in Typinator. (See figure 3). There is also a wide variety of Sets and
scripts that can be downloaded from the Ergonis Software’s web site.
After downloading all of the sets that I think I would use, I found the two AutoCorrection
sets to be very helpful. How many times have you typed “teh” for “the” or neglected to enter
a space between two words like “abouta”. If you have the AutoCorrection Set of 864 words
enabled, Typinator would automatically place a space between the words that need it or
correct the spelling of others. There is also a: “TidBITS AutoCorrection” set of 2279 words
which adds even more words to the AutoCorrection list. Both AutoCorrection sets are
pre-defined as subscriptions. Subscriptions are sets that were created by someone else and
then “Published”. These sets automatically update themselves when new words are added.
But if you would rather not have the subscriptions active, there is an option to stop the
subscriptions. BTW: If there are words that you commonly misspell but aren’t in either of
these AutoCorrection sets, you can make your own AutoCorrection set and add these words
to it. Afterward, all three AutoCorrection sets will work together looking for misspelled
words.
Figure 3. Typinator comes with a group of
Besides the AutoCorrection sets, I also like the “DOuble CAps” set. -- I am constantly
pre-defined Sets. which add additional
capitalizing the first two letters at the beginning of sentences. Now with this turned on and
functionality to the program.
with extra words that I have added, double caps are no longer a problem. BTW: There is
even a “DOubleCAps Exemptions” set that you can download. This is full
of words that are supposed to have double caps, such as: CDs (see Figure 4).
Do you need to enter a Flag emoji into your document? If so, you could
scroll through Apple’s Emoji & Symbols palette to find your needed flag that is if you know what that countries' flag looks like. But if you don't
know what the country flag looks like, you could either search for it on the
Internet, or (with this option turned on in Typinator) just type in “flagTR”
for Turkey; “flagUG” for Uganda, etc. The flag emoji would automatically
appear in your document. But what if you don’t know the countries'
abbreviation? Open Typinaor, click on the Flag set and scroll through the
alphabetized list of countries to find your needed flag. It’s that simple.
Figure 4. The “DOuble CAps” set corrects double cap typos at
If you have created a lot of your own abbreviation Snippets, you may the beginning of a word. Whereas the “DOubleCAps
want to divide them into different set categories to keep them organized and Exemptions” set tells Typinator that the double caps is correct for
easy to find. Some of these categories may include: letter templates, mail
signatures, or code snippets. You can also specify which sets will be enabled or disabled in your different applications. For example, you can have
your Novel writing set enabled only when you open the Scrivener application (used by novelists), enable your Code Snippets set when you open
Xcode; or enable your signatures & salutations only when you are in Mail.

Figure 6. The Flags Set lets you quickly find and add flag emojis to your document.
Each “Set”, whether it comes with Typinator or you have created it, appears in Typinator’s
Figure 5. In addition to text, you can add window (Figure 1). You can quickly activate or deactivate these by placing a check next to the
one(s) you want to use. The “Sets” are universal - meaning they will work in all compatible
graphics to your abbreviation sets.
programs.
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Expansion Types
There are four “Expansion” types: HTML, Plain Text, Picture, and Formatted (which
lets you have a combination of the previous two). Since the logo and the underlying web
site address (shown in Figure 1) includes the and image and text, I had to change the
Expansion Type from the default “Plain Text” to “Formatted Text”. Otherwise if I
dragged/imported an image into a Text only Expansion Type, only the written location of
the image will be inserted in this field, not the actual photo. The Formatted Type also lets
you use different fonts in the text of your Snippet, provided the application that you are
typing in can handle multiple fonts .
To keep Typinator from confusing an Expansion Snippet with a word that you are
typing in a sentence, it is recommended that you add special characters to the front or back Figure 7. The HTML set helps you to quickly type
HTML code.
of the Snippet, such as a “/” or a period. Such as: /dt or srt/.
Pocket Calculator
One of Typinator’s extra features is a calculator. If you type in a
calculation: 2*(2+3), the result of the calculation appears in a
dropdown menu in multiple formats (Figure 8). Simply click on the
format type with its numeric answer and it will appear in your
document. BTW: I was pleased that it understood putting calculations
within parentheses changes the results of the calculation (depending on
where you place the parentheses) as demonstrated at the top of Figure
7.
Figure 8. You can use Typinators “QuickSearch” field to type out a
As you will see, this is more than a simple calculator. It supports simple or complex formula. Simply pick the type with its numeric
many typical operators (v+, –, *, /, %), Relational operators (“|” for or, answer and it will appear in your document.
“&” for and, the unary prefix “!” for not), and Alternatives for the
Relational operators (“!=” and “<>” for “≠” as well as “<=” and “>=” for “≤” and “≥”, resp). The Pocket
Calculator also supports Functions such as: abs, exp, gamma, int, if, min, max, round, ln, log/ log10, ld/log2,
sign, sqrt, sin, cos, tan, cot, asin/arcsin, acos/arccos, atan/arctan, acot/arc- cot, sinh, cosh, tanh, coth,
asinh/arcsinh, acosh/arccosh, atanh/arctanh, acoth/arccoth. There are additional functions, but I don’t have
the space or time to list then all.
Scripting
For those of you who are familiar with scripting in AppleScript or JavaScript, you can control many aspect of
Typinator using scripts. But scripting knowledge is not required to use Typinator.
Practical use
I like the AutoCorrection features, but what really sold me on Typinator was the “Plain Clipboard Text” Set.
Every once in a while when I copy some text, it has formatting that I don’t want and I have a hard time getting
rid of. So I usually have to open Text Edit, change its format to Plain Text, and paste in the text which strips
all of the formatting. So when I copy it again and paste it into my document, it takes on the formatting of the
previous word or sentence. Doable, but a hassle. Now, with Typinator’s “Plain Clipboard Text” Set, I can skip
all of that. I simply copy some formatted text and type “vv” (Typinator’s key combination) in my document
and the formatting is automatically removed from the text before it is pasted into my document. I’m SOLD! It
couldn’t be easier.

The skinny

Figure 9. The US ZIP code Set
lets you start typing a city name
and all of the ZIP codes for that
city popup in a drop-down
menu. Double-clicking on one
will insert it into your document.

Evaluation: If you rarely type anything, this isn’t for you. But if you do a lot of typing, especially if there are words or phrases that you repeatedly
have to type into your documents, then this is for you. BTW: Not all programs (such as AppleWorks or MS Word versions older than Word 2004)
support Uicode. So I suggest you try Typinator before you buy it to see if it works in the applications that you use most often.
Requires: OS X 10.8 up to 10.15 (macOS Catalina).
Company: Ergonis Software
Price: EUR 24.99 = (?) $27.00 US (Depends on the currency exchange rate at the time of purchase)
Available Trial Copy
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KeyCue 9
by L. Davenport
The average application has 40 - 80 keyboard shortcuts which provide quick access to frequently used menu commands. So how’s your memory?
Can you remember all of the keyboard shortcuts for all of your programs - or even for the program that you use the most? If you can, you don’t
need this program. But if not, check out: KeyCue.
KeyCue is a small program that once it is installed, it waits in the background until you click-and-hold the Command key or click on its icon in
the Finder’s menubar. Moments later a shortcut table (window) pops up that displays a list of keyboard shortcuts available for the application that
you are currently using (Figure 2). It will also show you the System wide keyboard shortcuts for keyboard navigation and zooming; shortcuts for
Spotlight, Mission control, Accessibility, etc. that are usually active in all applications (Figure 1). As an added bonus, in addition to informing you of

Figure 1. The KeyCue table lists the System, Finder, or an application’s keyboard shortcuts. At the bottom of the table is a
legend which explains the meaning of symbols used in the shortcut table.
the keyboard shortcuts, KeyCue will also type/activate them for you when you click on the shortcut from within the shortcut table. In Figure 1, the
Finder is active. So the Finder shortcuts appear on the left and the System shortcuts appear on the right.
Below the KeyCue window is a legend that explains the meaning of the symbols that are used for your modifier keys, e.g. the ⌘ is the Command
key, the ⌥ is the Option key, etc . The legend also doubles as a search field where you can start typing your desired shortcut and KeyCue will show
all of the matches.
The KeyCue table is divided between all the current application’s (and the System’s) menu headings like: the File, Edit, Help, and its submenu
headings.
Since KeyCue is evoked by holding down the Command key which other applications also use, KeyCue lets you choose the delay time before it
kicks in. This way you can quickly type a Command-C (to copy something) without worrying that KeyCue will pop up instead. But once in awhile
if you get distracted and you hold the Command key down a little too long, KeyCue will pop up unintentionally. If this happens too often for you
(as it did for me) you can opt to change the modifier key that would invoke KeyCue.
If you get tired of the look of the default KeyCue table, you have the option to change its appearance using the Theme section of the KeyCue
preference settings. KeyCue comes with a set of built-in themes, but more themes are available as free downloads from the Ergonis Software web
site (Figure 3).There is even a document that you can download that explains how to create you own custom themes or modify current ones.
If you like using Emojis, you will be pleased to know that KeyCue can show a table of all available Emoji characters and lets you quickly insert any
Emoji with a simple click. You can move the mouse pointer over the Emoji to see an enlarged view of the Emoji along with a description of the
Emoji's meaning (Figure 4).
You can also enter a search term in KeyCue's search field to focus on the matching Emoji characters, or choose from the list of recently used
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Figure 2. This is a list of Safari’s shortcuts.

Figure 3. If you don’t like KeyCue’s default Theme/look (Figure 1) then you
can change it to any of KeyCue’s alternate themes or even download more
themes from the Ergonis web site. A full list of the themes is on the right and
four examples are show to its left.

Emojis. Finding and typing the right Emoji has never been easier.
KeyCue offers a way for users to define a wide variety of triggers, which
can be used to perform different actions, like bringing up the KeyCue
table, opening the KeyCue settings window, etc. You can also use this
option to define your own favorite URL collection. Once created, you
can use KeyCue for quickly showing a table of these URLs and invoking
them with a single click.
The Ergonis Software web site has more than 800 extra shortcuts for
InDesign, Photoshop, Illustrator, ProTools, Sibelius, and other products.
That can be downloaded and then added to KeyCue.
Some applications have hidden shortcuts that are listed only in help
documents or printed manuals. KeyCue supports user-definable custom
shortcut descriptions that can be used to reveal these hidden commands.
These additional shortcut descriptions would be merged with the Figure 4. KeyCue can let you choose from a table of all available
shortcuts found in the programs menus and then displayed in the Emoji characters.
KeyCue table.
You can manually tell KeyCue to omit shortcuts you already know - such as cut, copy, paste, etc. This helps to keep the shortcut table smaller,
which in turn helps you to find other (less obvious) shortcuts faster.
FYI: KeyCue works together with popular macro programs like: Keyboard Maestro 3.0, iKey 2.5, and QuicKeys 4.0.
The Ergonis web site has several short videos showing how to use and how helpful KeyCue is. If you are interested, I suggest that you watch them
to learn more about KeyCue.

The skinny
Evaluation: KeyCue is easy to install and use. KeyCue is very helpful if you want to speed up your work on the computer. There was a time
BEFORE I had KeyCue that I needed to do something in an application. I knew there was a menu option to do it, but I couldn’t remember where
it was. That application had tons of menus and sub menus, so it took me forever to find the needed menu item. If I had KeyCue, I would have
found the desired menu item in less than 20 seconds.
Requires: KeyCue requires Mac OS X 10.7 - 10.15
company: Ergonis Software Software
Price: EUR 19.99 = (?) $22.00 (Depends on the currency exchange rate at the time of purchase)
Available Trial Copy

15

16
HOW TO FIND US
General meeting:
SMMUG General Meetings are held on the SECOND Monday of
each month at Fire Station 14 located at 1875 Dublin Blvd (at the
intersection of North Academy and Dublin).
Directions:
From Academy, go east on Dublin and then turn right on
the very first street. There is parking on the west and south
sides of the Fire Station (with additional parking located to
the north and further west of the Fire Station). The entrance
is on the west side of the building.
Smoking is not permitted on the premises.

Sig meeting:
The SIG Meetings are held on the SECOND Saturday of each month at Fire Station #18’s meeting room - located at: 6830 Hadler View
[the fire station is behind Walgreens].
Directions:
#1) Take I-25 to Garden of the Gods Rd (head west), turn right on Centennial, left on Flying W Ranch Rd., right on Hadler View.
#2) (This route is bumpier and probably not the best for winter travel) Take I-25 to E. Woodman/W. Rockrimmon Blvd., turn right on Vindicator
(at the Safeway intersection), and then right on Hadler View.
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About Us
The Silicon Mountain Macintosh User Group, Inc. (a nonprofit educational corporation) was formed in Colorado Springs,
Colorado in 1985, and is one of the oldest Macintosh User Groups in the United States. SMMUG, Inc. is dedicated to helping
members enjoy and learn about their Macintosh computer, iPhone and iPad devices.
Club membership is open to everyone and you are cordially invited to visit our free monthly General Meeting on the second
Monday of each month, at 7:00 PM. For those new to the Macintosh, we have a Question & Answer session at 6:00 PM, where
our collective expertise can help answer your questions.
All members receive a monthly newsletter, published on our web site, see great reviews of software and hardware, or can
participate in the monthly door prize drawing. Each member gets one vote during annual Oﬃcer Elections. No corporate
memberships are granted.
Our oﬃcers are volunteers and receive no pay. All funds raised are used for the cost of operating the club and its meetings.

Membership Application Form
Membership entitles you to access to our online forums, participation in prize drawings, and access to the
bargains in the members area of the SMMUG website at www. smmug.org. SMMUG renewal membership dues
($30) apply to the calendar year and are paid each December for the following year. Use the following table for
NEW MEMBERSHIP ONLY:

JAN 1 to MAR 31 - $30.00
JUL 1 to SEPT 30 - $15.00
Please Print Clearly!
Name
Street Address
City/State/ZIP
Home Telephone
E-mail Address
Have you previously been a member of SMMUG?
How did you learn about SMMUG?

APR 1 to JUN 30 - $20.00
OCT 1 to DEC 31 - $10.00
Today’s Date

Business Telephone

Make your check payable to: SMMUG
Then mail or give this form and your check to:
SMMUG, Inc.
2100 Wood Avenue
Colorado Springs, CO 80907-6718

Please make an online account for me.
User Name _______________
Don’t make an online account for me.
I do not want one or I already have

