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In a perfect world you would be able to get that “perfect” shot/photo every time. But this isn’t a perfect world, so sometimes your photo needs a 
little tweaking to get the look that you want. That’s where Akvis NautreArt comes in handy. Need a rainy sky with magnificent lightning bolts - no 
problem. Need a burning field or fire for your camp fire pit - again no problem. Akvis NatureArt can add these plus many other nature effects to 
your photos.

NatureArt comes as either a stand-alone application 
and/or as a plug-in for your photo editor. 

The Akvis NatureArt interface (Figure 1) is easy to 
use. There is a Before and an After view that lets you 
preview the effect before applying it. Off to the right is 
the “Effect” area. Different tools appear depending on 
the chosen Effect. At the bottom of the Effect area is a 

“Presets” drop-down-menu that lists anywhere 
from 6 - 21 different ready-made presets for your 
chosen effect. These are very helpful if you don’t 
want to adjust the controls manually or to give you 
a different starting off point for your further 
modifications.

Available Nature Effects
• Aurora: I don’t know of anyone who doesn't 

enjoy watching the beauty of the northern 
lights/auroras. Well now you can easily add 
auroras to your photos (Figure 1).

• Rain/Snow: You can set the rain’s Density, 
Length, Scale, Angle, and Transparency. So you 
can make it look like a light sprinkle or a 
torrential downpour (Figure 7). You can 
even make the drops appear slanted, as if 
they were being blown by a strong wind. 
The Snow preset increases the size, 
transparency, and density of the rain drops to 

Figure 1. The aurora shown to the left was created by drawing a squiggly line and then picking one of the Aurora presets. The one I chose 
was only one of the 21 available Aurora presets.

Figure 2. Instead of adding thick clouds, I decided to add thin high flying clouds to this 
photo.



simulate snow.
• Lightning: Simply draw a skeleton of straight lines and watch a nice squiggly lightning bolt replace the skeleton (Figure 6). You can set the 

lightning’s Thickness, Branching (the number of branches off the main lightning bolt), the Glow, Dispersal, Curvature, and Distribution of the 
Branches. BTW: If you don’t want to draw the lightening skeleton yourself, there are ten “Line Set” samples that you can use. They have a lot 
more branches than the simple lightening bolt that I drew in the Figure 6 example.

• Sun: The Sun effect has many presets that change the look of the sun along with the length and number of rays that can radiate from it. There are 
additional presets that you can use to change it to an eclipse, a moon, a star, or a comet.

• Rainbow: There is a semicircular frame that has three control points that you can use to change the length, width, and angle of the rainbow 
Figure 3). Afterward, you can leave its coloring as-is, or choose one of the other eight color presets

• Clouds: The Clouds effect lets you add to your image thin wispy clouds all the way up to dense clouds (Figure 2). The included 
presets also lets you add haze and fog to your image (Figure 8).

• Water: You can add a body of water to an image by dragging a horizontal line up or down (Figure 5). This sets the height of the water’s horizon. 
Afterward you can set the Wave’s: Density, Height, Length, Direction, Dispersal, Depth, Color, Glare, Color, and Horizontal & Vertical Shift. 
There is a History brush that you can use to bring back something in the foreground that was covered by the water, such as a large rock that you 
want protrude from the water.

• There are presets that you can use to make the water Transparent, Reflective, change the Color of the water, or set the waves height from Ripples 
to Waves.

• Frost: You can make frost crystals appear on windows or even on long thin objects like branches, eyelashes, etc. This is easily applied by first 
drawing a selection line over the object that you wish frost to appear on. You are given controls to set the Expansion, Fill, Branching, Freezing, 
Shadow, Uniformity, and Color of the frost.

• Ice: You can cover a surface (like the surface of a lake) with ice that you can see through or be so dense that it becomes opaque. You can set the 
Relief, Illuminance, Glare, Transparency, Color, Density, Length of the needles, Branching of the needles, etc.

• Fire: You can place fire anywhere within your image (Figure 4) or even make flaming text. There are presets for various types of fires such as: 
Campfire, Candles, Wildfire, Twister, Fire Snake, Magic Blue (this creates a blue flame), Mystic, Blaze, etc. You can set the flame’s Width, 
Height, Blur, Distortion, Transparency, and Color.

Figure 3. Adding rainbows is very easy. The provided semicircular frame has three control points that you can use to change the length, 
width and angle of the rainbow. Afterward, you can leave its coloring as-is, or choose one of the other eight color presets.

Figure 4. The Fire effect can be used to add large brush fires (to a boring scene), all the way down to a small candle flames. Notice that each 
candle flame looks different. That’s due to my tweaking the controls.



 If all of the controls sound overwhelming, remember there are pre-defined presets for each effect. 
Simply choose one from the Preset drop-down-menu.

Testing:

I was able to create quite a few interesting effects using Akvis NatureArt as you can see from all of my screenshots. I don’t have room 
in this review to talk about them all, so I will talk about a several of the tests that I had fun with:

In Figure 5’s left set of images, I made a lake in front of a hill. In the right image, I took a photo of a downtown city block and made 

it appear as if it was flooded so only the buildings and the tops of the 
cars showed. 

Toward the end of my testing phase, decided to combine several effects 
into one image (I started with a render created from a 3D program). 
Though I had made the crystal at the end of the staff glow (enough to cast 
shadows) in my 3D program, I wanted it to be more impressive. So I 
added a sun (with the Star preset) to it; I used the Lightening effect to shoot 
a energy blast from the man’s finger tip; I added flames to the fire beast’s 
shoulder and feet - in addition to his previous steps; and I finished by using 
the Cloud effects’s Fog preset to add a thin layer of fog to the ground. I was 
quite pleased with the results.

My last test was just for fun. I followed Akvis’: “Fiery Girl: Drawing 
with Flame” tutorial.” My before and after images can be seen in Figure 9. 
I must admit that it did require that I use Akvis’ Sketch plugin to make the 
sketch, plus I used the Akvis NatureArt plugin in conjunction with 
Photoshop (so I could have layers). The coloring was accomplished by 
having a wall of fire under the sketched image (plus a few other tweaks). It 
was a lot of fun to do.

Figure 5. If you want, you can add a body of water to your image such as making a lake in the left images or flooding a downtown street in 
the right image. Besides adjusting the wave height, you can also set the color of the water and the amount of light that reflects in the water.

Figure 6. Lightening bolts are created by drawing the lightning skeleton (first image on the left), picking one of the lightening presets (middle 
image), and then tapping the “Run” button. Of course you can further tweak the Lightening’s color, its number of branches, strength, glow, etc.

Figure 7. This image has both the Rain and Lightening effects 
added to it.

http://akvis.com/en/natureart-tutorial/examples/fiery-girl.php
http://akvis.com/en/natureart-tutorial/examples/fiery-girl.php
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http://akvis.com/en/natureart-tutorial/examples/fiery-girl.php


If my review peaks your interest, I suggest that you go to the Akvis web site 
and check-out all of the examples that they have. After that, I suggest that you 
take the trial copy for a test run.

Akvis NatureArt comes in four versions:
Home Plugin, Home Standalone, Home Deluxe, and Business. They are 

basically the same but there are a few differences between them. First, the 
Home Deluxe and Business versions come with both the plug-in and the 
stand alone application - the Home versions don’t include both - you can buy 
just the stand alone version or the plugin. The second difference is that the 
Fire and Ice effects and the History Brush are only available in the Home 
Deluxe and Business versions. The third difference is that the Home and 
Home Deluxe versions are for non-commercial personal use whereas the 
Business version is for people/business who want to sell their final artwork.

The Skinny
Evaluation: Akvis NatureArt is very easy to use. About the only problem I had was trying to figure out how to change the size of the 
cursor (I finally stumbled upon it by accident). I am really excited about using Akvis NatureArt to improve the look of my 3D renders. 

I have always had trouble manually adding realistic looking clouds to photos. It is nice to have a program that will create them for me.  
Requires: Mac OS X 10.7 0 10.12 (Sierra), 32 or 64 bit; Plug-in version: a photo editor that supports plug-ins - including Photoshop CC 2017 
(Please go to the Compatibility web page to see a list of the compatible photo editing programs along with the exact version numbers); Supports 
Ultra HD Displays.
Company: Akvis LLC
Price:
Home Plugin $72, Home Stand Alone $72 (for non-commercial use)
Home Deluxe: Plugin & Stand Alone versions: $106 (for non-commercial use)
Business: Plugin & Stand Alone versions: $189
Academic discounts: 30% off for Home and Home Deluxe licenses
Available 10 day demo

Figure 8. The Akvis NatureArt effects are not limited to photos. They can also be use to make 3D renders more interesting. The 
illustration on the right has four effects added to it: A star with rays on top of the staff, a lightning bolt protruding from the man’s finger, 
fire on the fire beast shoulder and feet (along with its previous steps), and a thin layer of fog on the ground.

Figure 9. The image to the right was created using the Fire effect 
to colorize a sketch of the woman and her outfit.
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