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Looking for a full-featured, reasonably-priced desktop publishing program? 
Swift Publisher from belightsoft.com 

might be just right for you.  
Beginning to learn a new program can 

be very stressful - especially if you have 
spent years learning and using the Adobe 
equivalent and all of its supporting pro-
grams. Invariably, the keyboard commands 
and workflow mandates may not transfer 
easily.  

However, a series of professionally-pro-
duced tutorials which pop up every time 
you open Swift Publisher remove most of 
the brick walls encountered when trying to 
design documents like you used to do 
them. Watch the tutorials...multiple times. 
Do the steps exactly as they present them. 
Otherwise, you may have more crashes 
than a demolition derby as the program 
tries to interpret what you mean by drag-
ging and dropping, by cutting and pasting 
an item brought over from a previous doc-
ument. (Be sure and read to the end of the review, however.) 

  Take, for instance, the building of 
a flyer for a neighborhood picnic. 
You can start with a blank page, 
but Swift Publisher provides some 
extremely nice examples to use as 
templates. You are seriously 
prompted to use their very decora-
tive font examples in the column 
to the left, but beware of modify-
ing them too much. If you are 
used to specifying point size and 
jumping from font to font, these 
templates sometimes do not play 
very nice. Instead of imposing 
your workflow on them, go along 
with the sliders to change size and 
color and orientation. It's actually 
easier and more fun for simple 
projects. 
  The program has templates for 2, 
3, and 4-fold brochures on a wide 
range of topics, cleverly done and 
easy to use. The subjects range 
from Bible Readings to Cocktail 
Events to Personal Training to Real 
Estate offerings and LOTS more. 

http://belightsoft.com


Each has a unique layout with either photos or graphics appropriate to its mission. Modify the template to fit your category needs while realizing that 
most of the heavy lifting (design decisions) have already been made for you. Even pro designers will pick up some ideas from these 500 free templates 
and 2000 pieces of clip art. 

This handsome sample 3-folder above was created from elements chosen from the 
multiple media panels to the left and backgrounded by modified two-dimensional 
shapes. Notice that thumbnails of outside and inside panels of the brochure are pro-
vided as thumbnails - the whole package!   

In reviewing comments by other users, it's apparent that many have bought this 
program hoping to print labels for their CD/DVD collections only to discover that 
their printers would not work with the CD solutions presented. Here is one of the 
slick templates provided... if your printer will print it. 

 Another popular feature of Swift Publisher is it ability to do labels and business 
cards. Although I read of many negative experiences using the current version, I 
found it relatively easy to make the following sample business cards for our user 
group. Simply choose a template, replace the graphics and text with your own, 
choose the number to print per page or apply the number of the Avery (or other) 
stock you plan to print on, and it's done. 

I started to print some labels using dynamic fields (i.e. each label contains different 
information) from my Contacts file on the Mac. This was the strongest feature of a 
former program that morphed into Swift Publisher, but reviewers claim it has lost a 
lot of gusto compared to the previous version. Nonetheless, I can see this as a power 
feature if one was willing to parse the Contacts files and preview the many pages in 



the print dialog box before hitting the Print button. I plan on saving that painful experience until the next pandemic! 
I continued to have problems bringing media into projects from any other source than those provided by Swift Publisher. To see how responsive 

their technical support people were, I filled out a form online and asked for help on four issues: 1. Media button crashes, 2. No universal Find and 
Replace feature, 3. How to change Smart Quotation Marks to Regular ones, and 4. Help with applying their decorative fonts to nine lines of im-
ported text. 

A few days later, I got a nice reply which basically blamed all problems on the current version of Swift Publisher (ver. 5.5.6). They recommended I 
dump the current version, empty the trash, return to their website and download the earlier version. 

Although I hadn't done anything very fancy on my current project using Swift Publisher - laying out a 548-page book - I was sorely afraid of a 
major change that might occur when backing up to an older version of the software. I was 283 pages into the project! I couldn't contemplate the 
hours I might have to spend rechecking smart quotes, pagination, notes, widows, references, etc., if the older version did things differently! Call me a 
chicken... 

I used the buggy version to finish laying out the book and then followed their directions to install the previous iteration. The old version was jetti-
soned and replaced by the new/old version which recognized my license and nicely reopened my massive book project - just as I had left it. Whew!!! 

I then revisited the files which consistently blew up on me before and was delighted to find them suddenly working just fine. The final test was to 
click the explosive Media button which now behaved like it was supposed to. I was able to pull folders of my personal graphics and photographs into 
the media column and easily drag and drop them into my pamphlet and flyer designs. Even dragging images from my desktop to works-in-process 
succeeded...no crashes!! 

In addition to the mail merge feature, I didn't try to build an address label complete with QR and Barcodes. Someone who does a lot of shipping 
would find this feature invaluable.  

The features for desktop publishing, however, I pounded on pretty hard: unlimited layers, grids, linked text, text wrap around images, master 
pages, gradient fills, strokes, shadows, page imposition, tint, tile, crop, transparency control and rotating images...really the whole bag of  solid profes-
sional layout tools. 

My initial experience was bumpy (I can't lie), but the gutsy move by the Swift Publisher support team to recall the latest version and supply fixes 
for all of my problems in a timely manner turned me right around. And, for $20 you will not find a more robust program. 

This will be my go-to design and publishing tool from now on. 
The Skinny 

Evaluation: Swift Publisher is a Mac-only desktop publishing tool which has all the high-end tools you will need to design and print address labels, 
business cards, brochures, flyers, CD/DVD labels, envelopes, newsletters and more. 
Requires: macOS 10.12 or higher, Catalina compatible. 
Company: Available from Belight Software or the Mac App store 
Price: $19.99 
Available Trial Copy 
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