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Every once in a while professionals and the average Mac user will want to jazz up their document with a fancy heading, banner, logo, icon, or but-
ton. But unless you are very familiar with your graphics program, satisfying results are very hard to come by. That’s where Art Text comes to the res-
cue. Once you type in your heading, it is a simple matter of choosing from a wide range of types and styles. If you don’t see what you want, you can 
create your own shape and styles. 

Within the Text panel is an edit box 
that lets you type in your desired text as a 
single line or multiple lines. Font editing 
tools are available for kerning, line spac-
ing, paragraph alignment, plus there is a 
button to bring up the System’s Font 
Manager.  

Art Text is not only for text. It can also 
work with vector shapes (more about this 
later).  

Art Text Interface 
• Along the left side of the Art Text win-

dow are the libraries of icons, back-
grounds, and style presets (Figure 5). 
There is also a Layers list. This is where 
you can access all of the objects in your 
document by their names or thumb-
nails. 

• At the center of the Art Text window is 
the canvas. All of the transformations 
can be seen in real-time in the canvas so you can see if you are getting your desired results. 

• To the right is the Inspector. Depending on the selected object type, the Inspector shows either 2D or 3D tools and effects. To reduce clutter, the 
Tools are grouped into sections with only one section open at a time. 

Shapes & the Vector Shape Editor 
There are hundreds of vector shapes that you can choose from and manipulate. The 

Vector Shapes panel contains everything from simple arrows all the way up to animals 
and sailboats (Figure 9).  

If you can’t find a shape that you like, you can modify one of the existing vector 
shapes, create your own custom shapes using the internal Vector Shape Editor (Figure 
10), or import vector designs from other Vector creating programs. 

Figure 1. This text example was created by using a mix of different styles.

Figure 4. This is an example of Art Text’s En-
hanced shading that gives the surface a real 
3D look.

Figure 2. You can use one of the predefined 
Geometry shapes or you can use the Bezier tool 
to distort your text or graphic.

Figure 3. You can use Art Text’s tools to take a flat 2D vector image and 
give the edges a beveled look using color fills (center image) or convert 
it into a 3D image that can be rotated (right image).



Fills 
You can manually set the fill and stroke of your text or image. You 

can fill them with a plain color, gradient, or a texture. You can also set 
the Shadow, Glow, and Background of your image or text. Back-
grounds can be empty, a color, or an image. 

You can apply a material (such as glass, metal or plastic) to your text 
or image. There is an “Editor of Materials” that lets you modify a cur-
rent material or create your own material from scratch. You can set the 
diffuse or specular color, shininess, etc. 

Spray Fill 
You can create your words using coffee beans, colored balls, leaves, 

LEGO® Pieces, clouds, etc.  (Figure 11) or import your own fill images. 
You can create your lettering design from highly random to a very 
structured layout and fill sizes. 

Enhanced Shading 
Shading Materials are special 2D visual effects that simulate bumping 

and embossing. The Bump Map option improves the Shading Materi-
als by adding bumps and wrinkles to convex and embossed text effects 
(Figure 4). 

You can also apply a glass, plastic or gold finish, make the surface 
glossy, matte, bright or faded, or give your graphic a watercolor, oil paint 
or pencil drawing look. 

Transformation Effects 
The Transformation Effects geometrically distort your text or image. You can give your text a wavy, slanted, or inflated 

look using one of the 21 predefined transformation shapes (Figure 6). Simply choose the shape you like and your text or 
graphic is instantly distorted into an arch, slant toward the sky, etc. There are also three shapes that have Bezier handles 
that you can use to manually warp your text to make the text or graphic bulge, contract, or follow a wavy line (Figure 2). 

Mask Effects 
Art Text comes with a variety of masks that you can use to give your text an aged or a scratched look. Other Masks 

create cutaways in your text revealing the background behind it. You can combine masks with other effects to get im-
pressive results. 

Light Effects 
Art Text comes with a variety of light effects that you can apply to your document (Figure 7). 

Real 3D Text 
Art Text has a 3D modeling engine that helps to convert any text, symbol or pictogram to 3D. It embeds the 3D ren-

derer together with tons of customizable 3D materials to ensure super realistic results. 
When you add 3D text to the canvas, a small “Rotation tool” appears at the bottom of the text  (Figure 8). You can 

use this to rotate the text in to the orientation that you want. 

Paint Lettering 
Art Text comes with a variety of fills, distortion effects, and object content that you can use to design highly realistic, 

hand painted, ink written, and watercolor lettering art. 

Export 
You can export to the Clipboard or as a file saved in the TIFF, PDF, PNG, JPEG, or GIF formats (you  can set the 

DPI for the final exported file - I saved one file at 1200 DPI). You can also export the layers as separate files so you can 
use them in another art program.  

Figure 5. These are five of the six ready-made style preset 
categories showing most of the available presets. You can use 
each one as-is or change its colors, distort it, etc.

Figure 6. Available 
Transformation ef-
fects.



Art Text has several sharing options. So 
you can send your file to a particular appli-
cation or service. 

What comes with the package 
• 186 free design templates (237 more are 

available for purchase) 
• 122 style presets 
• 440+ Spray Fill objects 
• 18 Spray Fill presets 
• 110+ Masks 
• 150+ Height Map masks for 3D Bump 

Map 
• 150+ Reflection masks 

The Skinny 
Evaluation: I reviewed Art Text way back when I was using an old Mac 
G4 (back in the horse and buggy days). So when I decided to review it 
again, I thought “This is a simple program. How much could have 
changed?  I’ll review it in no-time.” Was I wrong. Art Text has really pro-
gressed over the years. It has tons of options that required time for me to 
test and write about. I was quite impressed. But don’t get me wrong - if 
you don’t want to delve deep into its capabilities, you can add your text 
to one of its ready-made presets and be done with it.  

I like that you are not limited to the ready-made presets. You can use one of the presets as a starting off point for further modifications, or create 
your own transformations and styles from scratch. 
Requires: macOS X 10.14 or higher, 2 GB of free hard drive space, Metal capable video card 
Company: BeLight Software   
Price: $29.99 (From Belight Software or the Mac App store) 
Demo Available 

Figure 8. The 3D text comes with a rotation tool that you can use to 

Figure 9. Art Text comes with a large array of vector images that 
you can use. They are divided into twelve different groups. Five of 
the groups are shown here with only a handful of the available im-
ages showing in each group. 

Figure 10. There is a 
Vector shape Editor 
that you can use to 
modify existing shapes 
or create your own 
custom shapes.

Figure 7. You can 
add  light effects to 
your document.

Figure 11. The Spray fill makes it look like the text was 
drawn with objects like coffee beans, balls, LEGO® pieces, 
pills, clouds, etc. 
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