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Prizmo is a software package that turns your iPhone or your digital camera into a scanner. On top of that, it has tools that let you straighten 
pictures taken at an angle, and it has OCR (Optical Character Recognition) tools to convert your photographed or scanned images of text into 
editable text that can be manipulated with any word processor. Since Prizmo automatically spellchecks your processed words, you are quickly alerted 
to anything that Prizmo may have miss-read. This lets you go back and increase the Readability and Resolution of the scanned document and then 
re-process it. If it is only a few words, you can manually type in the correct spelling before exporting the document.

When you first open a photo or scanned image, you need to specify which type of document you will be working on e.g. a text document, an 
image file, or a business card. This is 
accomplished by clicking on one of the 
three buttons sitting at the top left 
corner of the Prizmo window (Figure 1 
& 7). The available tools change 
depending on which you choose.

Input devices
Prizmo will capture/import images 

from most cameras and scanners, from 
an image library like Apple’s Photos 
library, from a file residing on the 
computer, or from anything visible on 
the computer screen. 

Camera Calibration
Taking a photo with a camera could 

result in lens distortions. So Prizmo lets 
you choose the best calibration model 
for your camera which helps 
compensate for the optical distortion. If 
your camera isn’t listed, you can create a 
calibration model for your camera. 
Once your camera has been calibrated, 
Prizmo can adjust the lens distortion on your images.

Curved pages
In addition to lens distortion, the curvature of the page (like from a book or magazine) could 

also cause trouble with the OCR process. Words near the binding are warped, and the lines appear 
more like curves than straight lines. So Prizmo lets you make a selection box that conforms to the 
shape of the page to counteract the page’s curvature (Figure 4).

Image quality
One of the things that can hamper the OCR process is the over-all quality of the 

photographed/scanned page. So you can use the Image Processing tools to adjust the brightness, 
sharpness, contrast, and saturation of your image to improve the OCR process. If you try to 
process a screenshot, Prizmo automatically knows that screenshots are usually 72 dpi which isn’t 
very good resolution for OCR processing. So Prizmo gives you the ability to increase the resolution 
with a single click of a button.

Snap Text From Screen
Prizmo will capture anything visible on the screen (including web pages). It will OCR process it 

Figure 1. When you press the “Recognize” button, this window pops up. Notice that it has boxes 
surrounding all of the text.  The contents of these boxes are displayed to the right. If you are satisfied 
with the OCR results - click the “Export” button. 

Figure 2. The document (from the previous 
screenshot) was exported as a PDF (to 
preserve its formatting). Notice that all of 
the text is selectable and can be searched or 
copied-and-pasted into another document.



and send it to the clipboard. It is now ready to be pasted into a word processor or other program that accepts text. 
  Have there been instances where you wanted to capture the text from a Mac App Store page? Couldn’t do it could 
you? The text is not copyable by dragging over the text and doing a copy/paste. But now with Prizmo, it can be 
done. When you install Prizmo, a small icon appears on the Finder menubar. When you click on it, you are 
instructed to: “Draw a rectangle around the text to copy the text to the clipboard.” I tried this and sure-enough, it 
worked. I had editable text that I could paste into a word processor. Great! This could also be used when there is a 

PDF document that has restricted 
access or no copying allowed. Now 
you can copy it too. [A little legalese 
here: I am not advocating copying from 
a web page, protected document, etc. 
since this may be a copyright 
infringement. I am just telling you what 
Prizmo can do.]

Translation Languages
 Prizmo supports 59 translation 
languages that can be downloaded 
and installed. The “OCR Language” 
button lets you specify which language 
is being scanned and processed and the 
Translate button lets you choose which 
language to translate it into (Figure 3). 

Figure 3. Prizmo can translate foreign languages within your documents. This example shows a screenshot of several paragraphs of French 
being translated into English. Notice - not one OCR or translation error.

Figure 4. Curved pages are difficult to OCR process. So Prizmo gives you tools to outline the curved 
page and and then it straightens the page enough to be readable. In the screenshot on the right, 
Prizmo  only made a few mistakes, which wasn’t bad for a warped page of text.



This is very helpful for foreign languages that have various accent marks over their letters. If 
the translation language is left set as English, Prizmo misreads these letters and says the word 
is misspelled. I tested this on a page of French text. Sure enough, in one of the instances, it 
guessed the number 6 rather than an é. But when I chose French as the language, the proper 
é showed up and it was no longer flagged as misspelled.

Text-To-Speech
If you select some of the processed text and click the 

“Speak” button, Prizmo will read the text aloud to you 
using your chosen voice. Over 90 male and female voices 
in 26 languages (and their local variants) are available as 
free downloads from the System Preferences> Speech 
pane on your Mac. With my French test document, I 
choose a Canadian Female to read it. She sounded pretty 
good. BTW: You can also slow down or speed up the 
rate of speaking.

Tethering
In addition to bringing in (previously taken) photos 

directly from your camera, Prizmo also lets you tether your camera to your Mac - provided your camera (like the Nikon or Canon DSLRs ) allows 
tethering. With Full tethering (after attaching camera to your computer using a cable) the camera isn’t touched. Prizmo (with your prompting) tells 
your camera when to take the picture. Afterward the photo is automatically imported into Prizmo. With half tethering, you take the picture (by 
manually clicking the camera’s button) and the photo automatically shows up in Prizmo’s Document window. 

Continuity Camera & Handoff
The Mojave or newer Systems have support for the Continuity Camera and Handoff. So Prizmo lets you use your iPhone as a capture device 

which gives you an additional capture option. Just click the "Shoot with iPhone" button in a Prizmo document (or the + button). That will wake up 
your iPhone in camera mode, and the newly shot image will be automatically added to the Prizmo document on your Mac. The Continuity 
Camera requires macOS 10.14 (or higher) and iOS 12 (or higher). Devices must be logged into the same iCloud account, and they should be on 
the same Wi-Fi network.

Perspective correction - When you are taking photos (whether it is of a document or a sign on the street) there is a likelihood 
that you won’t be taking the photo straight-on, thus the perspective might be off. For example: Once in a while I will go to a museum 
or an art gallery where I like to take photos of paintings (where permissible). Problem is, most times you get a bounce back from the lighting if you 
take the photo straight-on. So a lot of times I have to take it at an angle-not my preference, but at least I have the photo of the painting without the 
bounce-back. But I don’t have to worry about that any more. I can simply use Prizmo to straighten these photos when I go home (Figure 6). This 
also holds true with photos of documents. You 
can now straighten the document’s perspective 
before running the OCR tools on it (Figure 4).

Export options: 
• Image documents can be saved as a JPG, 

PNG, or TIFF files.
• Text files can be saved as: RTF, or TXT, 

PDF (Text), or PDF (Image + Searchable 
Text).

• Prizmo can also export to Mail or to Cloud 
Services such as: Apple's iCloud (for sharing 
editable documents across all your Macs, 
iPhones and iPads), Evernote, Box.net, 
Dropbox (requires the Dropbox app to be 
installed), Google Drive (requires the Google 
Drive app to be installed), or WebDav.

Figure 5 . Prizmo installs two Extensions: “Crop & Clean UP” and “Recognize 
Text”. These can be accessed via the Apple’s Extensions button located at the upper 
right corner of your photos. The right image shows the Prizmo window and tools 
within Mail. I was able to use Prizmo to crop the image before mailing it.

Figure 6. Prizmo can correct the perspective of photos.



Business Cards can be added as a contact in Address Book or saved as vCard file that you can send to 
others.

FYI: Prizmo is very good at converting pictures of text to actual text. But no OCR program is 100% 
accurate. The number of errors that are encountered within Prizmo is related to the input picture quality, 
and to the font used for printing the document. Misspellings are underlined in red so you can edit the text 
and correct mistakes very easily within Prizmo.

Handoff
Prizmo supports Handoff and allows continuous editing of Prizmo documents across Mac, iPhone, and 

iPad.
iCloud documents are immediately sent to all of your devices. With Handoff, any open document on 

your iPhone or iPad is made available on your nearby Mac for further editing.
Thanks to iCloud and Handoff, Prizmo makes a perfect match with the iPhone/iPad version of Prizmo.

Extensions (these offer Prizmo's capabilities throughout macOS)
• Image Cleanup Extension: Prizmo image cropping and cleanup capabilities are now available in other 

programs as an image editing extension. 
• OCR Extension: Prizmo OCR feature is now made available throughout macOS, as an extension. 

Textual contents can be retrieved from any image in other apps that support extensions.
Extensions are easily accessed. Example: Open Mail, add a photo or image, click the extension button (upper right corner of the image), and 

choose "Crop & Clean Up" (Figure 5 left image). This way you can use Prizmo cropping and background cleanup tools all without leaving your 
email message.

Pro Pack (a separate add-on purchase)
• Batch processing - If you only process a few images at a time, the standard Prizmo 4 application will suffice. But if you need to process a lot of 

files, you should look into purchasing Prizmo’s Pro Pack. It will let you batch process your documents.
• Automator actions -  you can create a folder action for automatically performing OCR in a specific folder.
• Custom Scripts - Prizmo can be integrated easily in enterprise workflows using custom Unix scripts and AppleScripts.
• Neural Network-Based Translation: This is available in 22 languages for a more accurate translation.

Practical use
OCR & Translation: Say you just purchased a piece of furniture that has hundreds of parts that need to be put together. No problem, there’s a 

paper manual. OOPS! It’s in Chinese. What to do? Simply take pictures or scan the pages, bring them into Prizmo, use its OCR on the pages and 
then have it translated into English. Done!

Perspective fix: You just got back from a art gallery where you took tons of pictures of the paintings. Only to discover that instead of being 
rectangles they are trapezoids, e.g. their perspective is off. Simply bring the photos in to Prizmo and use its Perspective tools to straighten the 
paintings.

The Skinny
Evaluation: If your camera or scanner takes a clear enough picture where the letters are readable (or can be made readable by Prizmo’s tools), Prizmo 
will successfully convert your photos and scans of text into editable text.
I suggest you download the demo to see if all of Prizmo’s features work with your Mac or Camera. For example: I could bring in the photos from 
my camera for processing, but the Tethering feature didn’t work with my cheap-o digital cameras. If this is a high priority for you, you should 
try-before-you-buy to see if it works properly with your camera.
Requires: OS X 10.10 - 10.15
Company: Creaceed
Price:
   Creaceed               Mac App Store
Prizmo:            $49.99             $49.99
Prizmo & Pro Pack:  $74.99                       $75.98  (with a $24.95 In-App purchase)
Available Trial Copy (for both the Prizmo  and Prizmo Pro Pack versions)

Figure 7. There are three buttons at 
the top of the Prizmo window that 
let you specify if working on Text, 
an Image, or a Business card.
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