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Have you noticed that models or important people in photographs sometimes look a lot better in print versus seeing them in person? This is 
usually due to airbrushing touch up done on the photos before printing them. Now, the average person can do the same thing with his/her 
photographs using PortraitPro. 
But don’t let me put off the pro 
users out there. PortraitPro has 
powerful tools that also will help 
professional photographers to 
touch up their portraits.

PortraitPro versions: 
• Standard: This is for 
amateur photographers 
working with JPG or 24-bit 
TIFF files.
• Studio: This is for amateur 
or professional photographers 
who work directly with RAW 
files or want the higher quality 
of 48-bit colors.
• Studio Max: This is for 
professional photographers or 
those working with a lot of 
images (that you want to batch 
process).
Anthropics Technology has a 

“Compare Editions” web page that gives a more in-depth listing of the differences between the three versions.
When you import your photo, PortraitPro’s Intelligent Assistant identifies the facial features and hair in your 

photo along with whether it is male, female, or a child. It automatically places points to the outside corners of 
the eyes and the corners of the mouth (including identifying whether it is open or shut). It also outlines the 
eyebrows, identifies the tip of the nose, and the outer edges of the face (Figure 2). 

If it is off by a little bit, you can fine-tune the outlines by moving the points around. Once everything is 
properly outlined, PortraitPro applies the default setting to your portrait. This may be sufficient, but if not, you 
are given two options: to use one of the predefined Presets (shown as thumbnails on the right side of Figure 6) 
and/or use the slider controls so that you can manually tweak the look of your portrait. For ease-of-use, the 
sliders are divided into different Control Groups (these groupings can be seen on the right side of  Figure 1):

• The Face Sculpting Controls let you change: the shape of the face, the shape of the jaw, elongate the neck, 
and change the shape of the eyes, eyebrows, or mouth. You can even change the person’s expression to: 
Smile, Frown, Surprise, Interest, or Thoughtful.

• The Skin Smoothing controls let you enhance the skin’s appearance by de-emphasizing or removing the 
spots, pores, wrinkles, and other imperfections. You can lighten or smooth the bags under the eyes and the 
crows feet at the outer corners of the eyes. You can even trim the eyebrows. Some times the smoothing 
process may give your face a plastic look. So you can use the “Texture” slider to add a little texture back 
into the face.

Figure 1. This is the PortraitPro’s interface with a female face loaded in. On the left is the before photo 
and on the right is the after photo (which had some makeup and a few adjustments made on it). To the 
far right of the window are all of the controls that can be used to modify the face.

Figure 2. PortraitPro’s AI is very 
good at detecting the gender and 
of all of the facial features in a 
photo.

https://www.anthropics.com/portraitpro/editions/
https://www.anthropics.com/portraitpro/editions/


• The Skin Lighting Controls let you add shadows to the 
left or right sides of the face. You can do the reverse of 
this and add a left or right “Kick” which looks like edge 
lighting. In short, you can add light or highlights to 
most parts of the face. There is even a lighting control 
that you can use to change the direction of the overall 
lighting of the face (Figure 7).

• The Makeup controls let you add: Lipstick, Mascara, 
Eyeshadow, Eyeliner, Blusher, Eyebrow pencil, skin 
Bronzer, and Highlighter to the face.

• The Eye Controls let you brighten/darken the eyes, 
change the iris color, add or remove reflections, darken 
or increase the size of the pupils, remove red eye, and 
sharpen the eyes, eyebrows, eyelashes. You can even add 
an eyelid for the races that don’t have a visible one.

• The Mouth & Nose Controls lets you change the hue 
and Saturation of the lips, add Moisture to the lips, 
Sharpen the mouth details, and tweak the Nose 
Contrast.

• The Hair Controls let you change the Hair color (Figure  
4), increase/decrease the Blacks, Contrast, Vibrance, 
Saturation, Temperature & Tint of the hair, and the 
Shine of the hair.

• The Picture Controls let you set the Exposure, Fill the 
Shadows, Dehaze the photo, and adjust the: Contrast, 
Vibrance, Saturation, Tint, and Temperature of the 
whole image. You can even add a colored or black 
Vignette around the face.

• The Layers controls lets you mask out the background 
and then replace it with an image of your choosing 
(Figure 5).

In addition to the slider controls, the main window also 
displays before and after views of your portrait (Figure 1 & 6). With this you can instantly see 
what the modifications will look like as you apply them. FYI: Rather than the side-by-side 
before/after views, I like to use the “Flip to Before” Button. That lets you switch back and forth on 
the same image. That’s the best way to see the subtle differences for me. 

Group shots
PortraitPro can detect all of the forward facing faces in a photo (Figure 8). If it misses any, you 

can easily click on the nose and chin to add the missing face. Then you can modify them one at a 
time.

Presets
PortraitPro comes 

with a library of 
presets which set 
some or all of the 
sliders to predefined 
values to get a 
particular effect 
(right side of Figure 
6). You can even 

Figure 4. You can use PortraitPro’s hair 
retouching tools to boost natural color or try 
a totally new look with its recoloring features. 
You can also give hair a sleek, healthy look 
using the shine tool

Figure 5. You can add a layer, mask out the background, and then add your own image for the background.

Figure 3. PortraitPro comes 
with an Interactive Tutorial that 
walks you through the steps of 
transforming your faces.



save your own Presets so you 
can use them later. That’s 
what I did in Figure 1. I used 
my saved preset to make all of 
the facial changes with one 
click. All I did afterward was 
to make two other changes 
(more about those later)

 
Snapshots

As you are modifying a 
face, you can take a Snapshot 
to save your work at the 
current point. This way you 
can check your current 
version against a previous one 
to see if you would rather 
revert back to the previous 
version. 

Lens Correction
Utilizing 3D modeling, 

PortraitPro corrects the lens distortions created by wide-angle lenses such as mobile phone cameras (Figure 10).

Layers & Background Editing
PortraitPro lets you replace the background completely or add additional elements between the background 

and foreground parts of the image. This is accomplished by adding a layer and then masking out the 
background. When completed, you can replace the background with one of the backgrounds that comes with 
PortraitPro, or import an image of your choosing e.g. in Figure 5, the background went from the pink 
background to the brown background. 

Batch Processing
The PortraitPro Standard version has no batch processing capabilities. The PortraitPro Studio version has a 

manual batch option and the PortraitPro Studio Max version includes an Automatic Batch Process mode. 
This lets you process a whole 
photo shoot with just a few 
clicks. There is a “Film Strip” 
along the left side of the 
window that shows thumbnails 
of the images in the batch 
(Figure 9). You can easily 
switch between the photos to 
make your adjustments. BTW: 

Plug-in
PortraitPro comes as a 

stand-alone program, but both 
the PortraitPro Studio and the 
Studio Max versions include a 
Photoshop plug-in with Smart 
Filter capability.

Figure 6. In this example, all I did was apply the “Glamorous” preset (which is the bottom right thumbnail 
shown to the right of this window). It narrowed the nose and did a few other tweaks that made him look a 
lot better.

Figure 8. PortraitPro can find the facial features of multiple faces in a photo. However in this instance it 
thought one female was male and the other was a child under 12 (I don't fault it for this since the original 
photo was quite large and the faces were very small - this is a blowup of the faces). I easily changed them 
both to female.

Figure 7. You can add a 
directional light source to the 
face.



Interactive Tutorials
When you open PortraitPro you will see two rows of 

Interactive tutorials. When you click on one, it shows you a 
quick video of what that tutorial will cover. Then it loads a face 
and off to the left it has steps for you to follow (Figure 3). It 
places a check after each step once you have replicated that 
instruction. If you can’t figure out where a setting is located, you 
can click on its name (in the tutorial instructions) and it will 
point to the setting. Nice. I had to use this several times when I 
was working through the tutorials. After working through these 
tutorials, you will have a good understanding on how to use 
PortraitPro.

Testing 
1. My first test was on a photo of a woman whose whole face was 

covered with thousands of dark freckles (Figure 11). I wanted to see if 
I could remove most of them. I really didn’t know what I was doing, 
but I wanted to see what results I could get with just “winging it”. 
FYI: After removing most of the freckles, I also sculpted her face a 
little, added makeup, and darkened her hair. I was quite pleased with 
the results since it was my first attempt. Update: After learning more 
about what PortraitPro can do, I can now see where I could improve 
on this face. But I left it as-is to show you my first attempt.    

2. After working on a female’s face, I wanted to see how PortraitPro 
works on a male face. So I loaded a male face and simply applied the 
“Glamorous” preset. Nothing else. It instantly shaved off a few years 
from his face and I think he looks quite handsome (Figure 6).

3. My third attempt was to beautify a female’s face and then adjust the 

Figure 9. The PortraitPro Studio Max version has an Automatic Batch Process mode. This lets you import and process multiple 
photos.

Figure 11. FYI: This is my first attempt with using PortraitPro. 
When I first saw this ladies' face, I had to see if I could clear up 
most of her freckles and then beautify her. Though it’s not perfect, 
I was quite pleased with the results. 

Figure 10. You can use PortraitPro to correct the lens distortions created by 
wide-angle lenses.



Light direction by moving the 
circle in the control shown in 
Figure 7. FYI: That circle 
starts out by pointing at the 
forehead. All you have to do is 
grab the circle and move it to 
a new location. Once I 
changed the direction of the 
light, I added a subtle shadow 
to the right side of her face 
(Figure 1).

4. My fourth test was to try and 
beautify a female face without 
removing all of the texture 
(bumpiness) from her skin. I 
was pleased with the results 
(Figure 12).

Of course it is up to the 
individual on how much to 
remove or smooth over on the face 
so you don’t get a plastic look. So a 
little experimentation is needed to 
get the best results. In one of my 
tests (not pictured) I decided to 
leave a beauty mark (mole) on the 
lower left of the jaw. I think that if you remove too much, the person’s face no longer looks real or unique.

In all of my tests I applied facial sculpting to help beautify the faces. But facial sculpting is not required. You can use PortraitPro to just add 
makeup, remove blemishes, add lighting and shadows to the face, change the eye or hair color, apply lens correction, replace the photo’s background, 
etc.

Some of the PortraitPro use scenarios 
Are you a professional photographer who needs to remove a last minute pimple or a birthmark on your subjects face? Need a beautiful or 

handsome face for your project, but can’t afford a beautiful model? Then you can use PortraitPro to beautify the face of a willing friend or 
workmate. Have a 20 year class reunion coming up, but can’t go? Make you classmates envious of how good you still look by tweaking your face 
with PortraitPro and then send in your photo to be posted on the montage board showing all of the classmate’s photos. Do you have a photo of 
yourself or a family member that is in the perfect setting and lighting, but they weren't wearing makeup at that time? Then use PortraitPro to add 
the makeup and now your photo is perfect.

If you are interested in this program, I suggest checking out the video showing PortraitPro in action. Anthropics Technology’s Gallery web page 
shows 15 before and after examples. Simply move your cursor over them to see the before and after images. 

The Skinny
Evaluation: I like that PortraitPro is flexible enough to work on male, female, child, and different skin tones. Yes, you can probably accomplish the 
same results if you have a program like Photoshop and a lot of know-how and patience. But if you don’t want to spend the big-bucks for Photoshop 
and don’t want to spend tons of time tweaking your photos to get them just right, then you should check out PortraitPro. It is inexpensive and it’s 
interface is very simple to use - especially if you use one of the Presets. Gone are the wrinkles, acne, pock-marks, etc. after only a few minutes of 
tweaking. 
Requires: Mac running OS 10.4 or higher, Optional - a graphics tablet and stylus. 

Company: Anthropics Technology
Street Price (50% off sale): Standard version: $44.95

Studio version: $69.95
Studio Max version: $139.95

Available Demo 

Figure 12. In this example, I sculpted the face a little, added some makeup, gave her a pair of lighter 
brown contacts, and smoothed her skin. But this time I only smoothed it a little so some of the skin 
texture still shows through. This way she didn’t get a plastic doll look.
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