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Apple’s Preview program can open and display PDFs and it has a few handy tools for rearranging or copying pages. Well PDFpenPro can do all 
that plus it takes it a few steps further. PDFpenPro lets you combine and reshuffle pages, add or modify text, move, copy, resize, add or delete 
images, add signatures and markups, perform OCR on your scanned files, fill out and save cross-platform interactive forms, and convert web pages 
to PDF files.

Do you have a document that others need to see, but it contains sensitive or personal information that you would rather they not see? Simply use 
PDFpenPro’s Redact feature to black out or erase the text. 
Afterward go ahead and give out the document knowing that the 
sensitive information is unreadable.
  Are you collaborating with a college on a manual or document? 
Simply open his PDF document in PDFpenPro and use the 
Scribble tool along with a mouse or a stylus & tablet device to 
hand-write notes or draw arrows showing the proper location of a 
paragraph or image, etc. The following is a more in-depth 
discussion of some of these features along with a few more not 
already discussed.

Editing tools
You can inset blank pages, remove, copy, duplicate, or crop pages or resize graphics 

that came with the PDF Document. Better yet, you can actually grab the image and 
move it to the desired location or even replace it with another image.

As stated earlier, you can reshuffle the pages in your PDF document - you can even 
drag a page from one opened PDF document to another opened PDF document. 

Pages can be viewed as single pages or facing pages. You can also view the 
document in the Split-View mode. This way you can look at two parts of the 
document at the same time in either horizontal or vertical views (Figure 3).

 You can instruct PDFpenPro to place page numbers in the footer or header of 
each page (aligned: right, left, or center - Figure 4) and add Comments and Notes 
that can be moved to any location on the page. You can also add hyper-links to a page 
within the current document, to another PDF document, or the Internet. 

There is a Scribble tool that lets you write or draw freeform scribbles with the 
mouse or with a tablet & stylus. So you can draw arrows, circles around text or 
images, etc. When you release the mouse button, the Scribble tool will automatically 
smooth out your scribble - which is handy when you are trying to create your 
signature using the mouse rather than a tablet and stylus.

PDFpenPro includes Applescript support and even comes with several 
ready-made scripts to help automate some processes (Figure 9).

If you have an Evernote account, you can use PDFpenPro's "Save to Evernote" 
option to send your document to your Evernote account. Later you can access it 

Figure 1. If you receive a form, you can have PDFpenPro find all of the text fields. You can then fill the form within PDFpenPro.

Figure 2. If you want to send a form to someone else, you 
can create all of the document’s text fields, radio buttons, 
check boxes, etc. Then save it as a PDF and send it to 
them. They can open it in a program like Apple’s 
Preview, enter the required text, click on the check boxes 
& radio buttons, sign it, and then email it back.



from any of your Mac or mobile device.

Table Of Contents
Do you need a Table of Contents for your PDF? No problem. 

Highlight the words you want placed in the Table of Contents and 
they are instantly placed in the PDF’s sidebar. After you have added 
all the desired words to your table of contents, you can rearrange 
them in the order of your choosing, or even nest subcategories 
within main categories. Once you save the changes you can jump 
back and forth within your document by clicking on the different 
table of contents items

Library
You can store things like scribbles created with the scribble tool, 

drawing tool objects (polygons, lines), markup tool objects (text 
boxes, comments), or images (pictures, signatures) in the Library 
palette. In fact it comes with a group of boxes, circles, lines, proof 
reading marks, and a variety of stamps (you can choose from 
Standard Business, Sign Here, Dynamic Stamps or User Defined 
stamps) that you can use in your document (Figure 5).

Library items can be re-used over and over again. 

Form Editing tools
Have you ever received a form that had to be printed, filled out, 

then either faxed or scanned back into the computer and emailed 
back to the sender? Never? Then this won’t wow you. But if you have, then you will like PDFpenPro’s Form Editing tools. With them you can 
create cross-platform interactive forms e.g. you can make clickable text fields, radio buttons, checkboxes, and signature fields.

In the Figure 1 screenshot you can see a simple form that I made in an art program along with a screenshot (to its right) of it being filled out from 
within PDFpenPro. Now you can electronically add your signature or fill in the text boxes right from the computer. This eliminates the need for 
printing, signing, and then rescanning the form back to the computer.

Signing Documents
There are different ways to sign your PDF document: 

1. You can import a scanned image of your signature. BTW: If the scanned image is too large, 
you can resize it or crop it using PDFpenPro’s crop tool.

2. You can create a Signature field in your PDF file while you are in PDFpenPro. Once you 
click on that field, a window opens for you to enter your signature using a trackpad, mouse, or 
a tablet and stylus.

3. You can apply a digital signature using an “Adobe Approved Trust List (AATL)” certificate, or 
a self-signed certificate that you create in PDFpenPro. 

You can save these signatures to PDFpenPro’s “Library” so you can reuse them in the future.

PFD file Encryption
PDFpenPro has three levels of encryption to choose from (Figure ): 

1. Weak: 40-bit RC-4 encryption level. Files with this encryption level can be viewed by users of 
any PDF viewer.

2. Strong: 128-bit AES encryption. Files with this encryption level can be viewed by users of 
PDFpen 4.2 and later, Adobe Reader 7 and later, and Preview in macOS 10.5 and later.

3. Strongest less compatible: 256-bit AES encryption. Files with this encryption level can be 
viewed by users of PDFpen 5.3 and later, Adobe Reader 9 and later, Preview in macOS 10.7 
and later.

You can also set an Owner Password. This lets you specify whether certain actions are possible 
for your document, such as printing or editing (Figure). These actions can only be performed by 

Figure 3. This is not showing facing pages. It is showing (vertical) split 
view where you can see two different parts of your document at the same 
time.

Figure 4. You can add page numbers to 
different locations within your PDF 
document.



someone with the owner 
password.

OCR
The reason PDFpenPro 

can manipulate PDFs is 
because most PDFs contain a 
text layer. But if you have a 
PDF that has been scanned 
or want to scan a document 
straight from within PDFpenPro, PDFpenPro’s OCR (Optical Character Recognition) feature will convert 
the document to text. The OCR feature can not only recognize black text, but it can also recognize colored 
text on a colored or shaded background. You can scan and OCR in the PDFpen but you can also batch 
OCR multiple documents at a time in PDFpenPro. The documents will OCR in the background as you 
continue working in PDFpenPro.

WaterMarks
You can stamp pages in your document with a watermark, such as “DRAFT”, “Confidential”, or a 

company logo. These watermarks can be text boxes or images that you drag into your document. Once 
there, you can convert it into a watermark, and set its its opacity and rotation on the page (Figure 6). 
Afterward it will appear behind the text of the document. Only one watermark is allowed per page. but 
different watermarks can be applied to alternating pages using even and odd distribution. 

New from HTML
PDFpenPro can scan folders containing HTML files that are sitting on your Mac or in online websites and create a PDF document that includes 

all the web pages, complete with clickable links (Figure 7). This would be handy if you want to download content to read offline, if you are 
collaborating with a web designer, want to make changes to your 
own website or make suggestions on changes to someone else's 
website. Once PDFpenPro converts the website to a multi-page 
PDF file, You can use PDFpenPro to edit or write corrections or 
suggestions.

Portfolios
You can combine related files together into a single unit called a 

Portfolio. You can select a wide range of file types (PDF, PNG, 
DOC, and more) to be part of a portfolio. 

Export
In addition to exporting as a PDF, you can also export in Excel, PowerPoint, PDF Archive, Text, TIFF, 

JPEG, and PNG Formats.

PDFpen Versions
There are two versions of PDFpen - a basic 

version and a Pro version. PDFpenPro has all the 
editing features of PDFpen plus the advanced 
features shown in the table at the end of this 
review.

Testing
• OCR:  I took a screenshot of a page of text that 

in addition to the traditional black text, it had a 
couple of the paragraphs formatted in red and 

Figure 5. You can store things like scribbles, drawing tool objects (polygons, lines), markup tool objects (text 
boxes, comments), or images (pictures, signatures) in the Library palette.

Figure 

Figure 6. You can add Watermarks 
to your PDF documents by 
converting an image that you bring 
into PDFpenPro.

Figure 9. PDFpenPro comes with 
several ready-made scripts to help 
automate various processes.

Figure 7. PDFpenPro can scan an HTML page or website and convert 
it in to a multi-page PDF document .

Figure 8. PDFpenPro has three levels of encryption 
to choose from ranging from Weak to Strongest.



sitting on top of a light blue background. I brought that image into an art program 
where I rotated it quite a bit and then saved it. Afterwa60rd I opened it in 
PDFpenPro. The first thing that happened was PDFpenPro said: “This document 
appears to be scanned. Would you like to perform optical character recognition on 
it?” I told it to OCR the document. To my surprise, not only was it able to read the 
rotated text, but it then rotated it back to horizontal and made all of the words 
readable/searchable. Even the ones that were in red sitting on top of a blue 
background. Impressive.

• Copy HTML Pages: As you can gather, I write software reviews. And while I am 
learning a program, I like having a manual that I can search for words/features etc. 
Not all Help files are searchable, especially if they are nested HTML files. But more 
and more software programs come with only an in-app or online HTML Help file 
- not a PDF manual. So time and again (as recently as a week ago) I had to go to a 
program’s Help file either on the computer (if they had an HTML help file/folder) 
or on their website and look for its Index page. I would click on the first header/link 
which would take me to a second page (with all of the info on that topic) and I 
would have to save it as a PDF file. Afterward I would have to return to the Index 
page and repeat that process for EVERY heading and subheading. What a pain! 
Well anyway, once I had all of these PDFs, I would take them into my old copy of PDFpenPro and combine them into one PFD file that I could 
search. A hassle, but it got the job done.

Fast-forward a week until I started on this review and I am reminded of the “New from HTML” Option. So I went to the Smile website’s 
PDFpenPro Help’s top page and told PDFpenPro to save everything (up to three levels) to a PDF file. It worked! I then tried it on an HTML 
help folder on my Mac and it worked again! What a timesaver! How did I ever forget about this option? 

• Creating and filling out forms: Test 1) I created a “Contact Info” form in an art program and brought it into PDFpenPro - just like it was a 
form someone sent me. The first thing I did was to 
have PDFpenPro find all of (what it thought were) 
text fields and it made them actual typeable text 
fields. I then proceeded to fill out the form within 
PDFpenPro (Figure 1 right image) and then saved 
it to the desktop - ready to be emailed off.  Test 2) I 
created a simple form and brought it into 
PDFpenPro and manually added the text fields at 
the top, radio buttons, and check boxes at the 
center, along with a line element and a Signature 
Stamp (from the Library) at the bottom. Afterward 
I saved it as a PDF file. Then acting as if I was a 
person who just received the form, I typed in all the 
information, clicked on a radio button and a check 
box and added a signature from within Apple’s 
Preview (Figure 2). It worked perfectly. --- These 
were only a few of the tests I performed. I am 
pleased to say that they all were successful.

The Skinny
Evaluation: I am a long-time user of PDFpenPro (albeit I was using the much older version 5) and I really liked using it. Now with PDFpenPro 
11’s added features I like it even more. I was quite surprised at how accurate the OCR was. I suggest that you download the demo copy and see if 
PDFpenPro is something that will make your life easier too..
Requires: OS X 10.12 - 10.15
Company: Smile Software 
Street Price: PDFpenPro: $124.95; Family pack: $149.95; 5 user Office pack: $349.95
       PDFpen $74.95; Family Pack: 93.95; 5 user Office Pack: $224.95 --- PDFpen 5 [for iPad & iPhone] $4.99

SMMUG members: go to the Member Discounts web page on the SMMUG website to get the 20% off discount code for PDFpen  
& PDFpenPro - from single users to  5-User family or Office packs. You will also qualify for a FREE upgrade to version 12x.

Available Trial copy

PDFpenPro only featuresPDFpenPro only featuresPDFpenPro only features

OCR multiple documents in 
batch

Edit names of Bookmarks Create and edit document 
Table of Contents

Create and edit cross-platform 
fillable PDF forms

Correct typos in the invisible 
OCR text layer

Add and delete file 
attachments and annotations

Create form fields 
automatically makes existing 
PDF forms fillable

Edit document permissions to 
restrict specific actions e.g. 
saving, printing, copying, etc.

Create Portfolio documents, 
combining related files 
together

Export to Excel, PowerPoint 
and PDF Archive formats 
(requires Internet connection 
for .pptx and PDF/A, must be 
a licensed user)

OCR horizontal Chinese, 
Japanese, and Korean

Convert websites to 
multi-page PDFs, complete 
with hyperlinks

Create PDF Portfolios Owner Password

Figure 10. An Owner Password can be set so that saving, 
printing, and copying can be restricted by the document 
owner.
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