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Sound Studio is an audio recording and editing program. It can be use to record podcast, digitize old vinyl recordings and cassette tapes, make 
iPhone ringtones, and edit your recordings. It has tools to tweak levels and equalization thresholds, create mixes, and apply digital effects.

User Interface
Sound Studio’s document window is where you record, edit, and play back your recording (Figure 1). At the bottom of this window is the input 

level meter and input gain slider control, the transport controls (on/off/record), the time readout, the loop playback control, and the output level 
meter and output gain slider control.

The waveform of your whole recording is displayed across the top of the window in a long thin strip. You can use this to quickly jump to different 
parts of the recording. Above that is a ruler that has markings in minutes, seconds and fractions of a seconds.

The editing/track area has larger waveforms displayed along a timeline which you can zoom into or out of, as needed. Here is where you make 
your selection, edit the audio, put down markers, and do other editing tasks. 

Soundboard is not limited to just two tracks, you can add multiple tracks to your recording. The number of tracks is limited only by your 
computer’s processor and memory constraints. You can make adjustments to all or just one of your tracks. You can even make a one-channel (track) 
document, which would be perfect for spoken recordings like a podcast. 

The area to the right of the editing area is the Markers Sidebar. This lists all of the markers and where (time-wise) the marker sits within the 
recording. You can quickly delete one or more marker from this sidebar and you can click on a marker’s name/number to quickly jump to that 
marker’s position within the recording. If you look towards the top of the window, you will see all three of the markers placed in the thin waveform.

Editing
• Metadata: You can add or edit your recording’s iTunes metadata and ID3 tag data, such as the artist, album, genre, etc. (Figure 2). This metadata 

will appear in iTunes’ “Song Info”  window (Figure 3) and in the Finder’s Get Info window for that recording. You can edit the cover artwork 
(notice the hummingbird on a green background in the upper left corner of Figure 3. If you want, you can add the song’s lyrics and many other 

Figure 1. This is Sound Studio’s Document window where you record, edit, and play back your audio. In this screenshot you will see 
that the top track is the audio part of the podcast and the bottom track is the background music.



tags that will show up in iTunes.
• Filters: You can edit and create digital effects using Sound 

Studio’s built-in filters and plug-ins. Sound Studio comes 
with a lot of audio modifying options such as: Normalize, 
Amplify volume, Fade in/out, Dynamics Compressor (this 
reduces differences in volume between quieter and louder 
sections of audio), Chorus (this adds the effect of having 
two voices or instruments playing the same tune, but since 
they're not perfect, they are slightly out of tune and out of 
time with each other), Delay and Echo, Pitch and Tempo, 
etc. There are too many filters for me to talk about each 
one in this review, but you can see a list of the filters from 
the Figure  7 screenshot. 

Some of the filters will let you save presets which saves the 
position of the controls of an options window so you can 
recall them later.

• Markers: Sound Studio can automatically generate 
Markers in silent gaps or in a grid. Or you can manually set 
Markers and then Split your recording into sections based 
on these markers (Figure 6). Sound Studio then saves each 
section as a new file to your desired location on your computer. This option would be 
helpful if you are digitizing your vinyl and tape library. You can record one whole side in 
a session, place markers at the beginning of each song, and use this command to save 
each song separately. Each will have the name for the marker that was set at the start of 
each selection. 

Disclaimer: SMMUG is in no way endorsing digitizing of your copyrighted digital and 
vinyl recordings. We are just telling you what Sound Studio can do.

• Timer: You can manually push the record button to start your recordings or use Sound 
studio’s timer option that lets you set the start and stop times (Figure 5).

Figure 3. The metadata will show up in 
iTunes and the recording’s Get Info window.

Figure 2. You can add metadata to your recordings. 

Figure 4. You can zoom in on your waveform for precise editing. BTW: You 
can change the color of the waveforms and background.

Figure 5. Sound Studio’s Timer option lets you set 
the start and stop times for your recordings.



Sound Formats
Sound Studio supports these file formats: AAC (m4a), ADTS AAC, AIFF Audio, 

AIFF-C Audio, Apple Lossless, Core Audio Format, NeXT/Sun Audio, MP3 Audio, 
Ogg Vorbis, System 7 Sound, Tab-delimited Text, and Wave Audio.

Sound Studio records in either mono or stereo.

Batch Processing & Automated workflow capabilities
Batch processing/workflows can be accomplished by using Automator and AppleScript. But those that are not comfortable with Automator can 

use Felt Tip’s Monbots program. FYI: Monbots is not compatible with macOS Catalina.

Input/Output devices
Sound Studio defaults to using the audio input and output hardware selections that you set the System Preferences. Typically, it’s the built-in 

audio hardware. But if you have connected a USB or Firewire hardware device to your computer, you can select it instead (I tested this by using my 
headphone/mic USB device - it worked perfectly). You can even select a one device for input and a different device for output.

Sound Studio has a button that will open up the System’s “Audio MIDI Setup” which can be used to configure audio hardware connected to 
your computer. You can also use it to set the native sample rate and format of the hardware, which is important if you want to record at a higher 
than normal sample rate.

Limitations
• Sound Studio does include an Interpolate filter for removing simple individual spikes (such as from audible clicks) from the waveform. But it does 

not have a Noise removal or de-essing option.
• Sound Studio cannot play back and record audio at the same time. So no multi-track recording or overdubbing.

The Skinny
Evaluation:  Sound Studio is an good tool to reach for when it comes time to produce a podcast, record the local garage band, or resurrect a noisy 
recording from the past. It is easy enough for the novice user to use for basic audio editing but it has also enough options for most advanced users.
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Figure 7. Sound Studio comes with a lot of filters that 
you can use to modify your recording.

Figure 6. You can split your recording into sections based on 
markers that you set. Sound Studio then saves each section as a 
new file to your desired location on your computer
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