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It was a lot like a dream. But not like Adobe’s Dreamweaver. 
I awoke trying to imagine how to layer text and images and place them wherever I choose in my web design software - Sandvox. I have used it to 

build a dozen or more websites, all of them working well, but the greatest limitation has always been how to overlay pieces.
I stumbled over to the computer, after making a small sketch on how I wanted to overlay a text block onto an image. No matter how I tried the 

overlay using Sandvox, the elements repelled each other like similar poles of a magnet. I gave up…again.
Minutes later, I opened my email and found that River SRL had contacted our Silicon Mountain Macintosh User Group (SMMUG) 

introducing a new piece of web design software operating somewhat like iWeb, the much-loved but now defunct Apple web design solution. I 
looked in the Apple App store for this software called Sparkle, read all 86 product reviews for this $80 program, and then contacted our newsletter 
editor who sent an inquiry the the company. Within an hour, I had a review copy of Sparkle directly from the founder of the company, Duncan 
Wilcox! Am I dreaming?

Within the next hour, I had a working website. I MUST be dreaming!
From there, I just started inputting data, building pages, changing colors and page positions. Things seemed so natural that I just kept going, and 

before I knew it, I had 60 pages linked to buttons on 13 illustrations!
Sparkle had some tarnish on their way to full development as reported in AppleInsider on 2/9/16: “Nefarious users capable of capturing network 

traffic, perhaps over an unsecured Wi-Fi connection, can leverage the Sparkle exploit to run malicious code remotely on a target computer...Sparkle 
Updater has pushed out a fix in its latest version release, but it remains up to third-party app developers to integrate the patched framework.”

There have been several updates since then (I am using ver. 2.2), and each one seems to have added a boatload of new features and fixes to old 
bugs reported by users. I didn’t read any concern about security in recent versions in the reviews.

Here are some of my first impressions:
1. A quick look at their website indicates that they are very tight with the latest MacBook Pro offerings 

https://sparkleapp.com/blog/introducing-sparkle-2.2.html. 
2. The Preview feature allows you to view your changes in Safari, Chrome, and Firefox instantly. Very cool feature.
3. Publishing your website to a server (I use GoDaddy) is astoundingly easy! I thought this was going to involve going out to get a FTP client and 

catch a ham sandwich and a nap while my nearly 500MBs of images and text uploaded. Was I ever wrong! In under 4 minutes, Sparkle 
announced that I had a published web site on the Internet! Everything worked flawlessly with their built-in FTP client. 

4. To me, Sparkle’s strength lies in its independence from templates, however, there are some available for those who need a boost to get started.
5. Did I mention that layering data, grouping 

and ungrouping, setting up columns, etc. are 
all just a piece of cake. Why? It’s a native 
Mac App.

6. For the beginner, Sparkle points you to 
www.pixabay.com if you don’t have images 
of your own. All of these photos and 
illustrations are copyright-free for 
non-commercial use.

As advertised, it is a very intuitive program - “If 
you can do Pages, you can do Sparkle”! 
However, there is a limit to intuition, and an 
indexed step-by-step guidebook would be a very 
welcome addition for real beginners.  

I went to the App Store and found the next best thing - a solid series of video instructions done by MacU for $5.99. After a morning with these 
instructions, I knew a LOT more about Sparkle and came to appreciate some of the finishing touches that were not so obvious at first glance, like 
animations and clever ways to make professional looking and acting buttons.
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There are also a few free tutorials accessible through Google. As Buckminster Fuller said, “you can't learn less”!

Things I’m Still Struggling With:
1. I can’t seem to always paste an image into scrolling text. Sometimes it works and other times it defies me. 
2. Having some pre-defined buttons like “top of page” or pre-made nav bars for “previous page and next page” would be a great offering.
3. Building new sections and trying to shoehorn items in between existing pages is real tough. Sketch an outline of the order and position of the 

pages you want in your site before starting. This is just good design but is especially important with Sparkle.
4. I tried the Gallery feature but am not very impressed. Once again, attaching text or even a caption to each photo eludes me. When I try one, 

like on a Regular Page, the text overlaps every image in the whole gallery. I do, however, like the ability to put more than one gallery on a page.
5. Although it is probably a Google issue, it’s disappointing to go to sparklecafe.com and see beautifully-designed demo web sites featuring maps 

where none of the maps work!
6. I would like for Sparkle to have some automatic blog-building features. If this capability is there, I haven’t found it yet. There are, however, 

several templates available on the Internet.
I’m still adding eyewash to elements on my site, but below are a few screen shots to show how fast and flexible this program is. On the whole, I’m 

enormously pleased with Sparkle.

I’m rebuilding a British roadster from the ‘50s, and I have a bazillion parts in boxes, on shelves, under the bench (you get the idea). I decided to 
use Sparkle to make a web page whereby I (and several mechanics that handle phases of the restoration) can keep track of the parts and locate where 
they fit.
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It was real easy to scan in the drawings and make drop-down menu links for the subgroups so I could quickly navigate around the car.





Galleries are “dog simple” to put together and organize despite thwarting my efforts to add individual captions. 
The limitations I’ve mentioned are minor, and Sparkle has become my newest and most productive web production software. Check it out at: 

https://sparkleapp.com/ 
If I’m dreaming, please don’t wake me!
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