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Maca Culpa: Apple Admits Mac Pro Missteps and Promises More Transparency
by Adam C. Engst

In an unprecedented move, Apple invited five prominent industry journalists to an on-the-record 
meeting with top executives Phil Schiller, Craig Federighi, and John Ternus (VP of Hardware 
Engineering). The writers included John Gruber of Daring Fireball, Matthew Panzarino of 
TechCrunch, Lance Ulanoff of Mashable, Ina Fried of Axios, and John Paczkowski of BuzzFeed.

The topic of discussion? The Mac Pro, why it has taken Apple so long to update it, and Apple’s 
commitment to the professional market. I’ll say more about that in a moment, but first, let me 
recommend that you read at least the first two of the articles linked above — Panzarino and Gruber, in 
particular, did an excellent job of capturing both what was said and the implications of those statements.

In short, Apple did something it has never done before — assemble a panel of reporters for an 
on-the-record talk in which it acknowledged design errors and missteps with the current Mac Pro, 
pre-announced a new Mac Pro accompanied by a new pro display that won’t ship this year, and admitted 
that it needs to communicate better with its pro users.

No, this isn’t an April Fools prank.
In essence, this is Apple arguing with my claims in “Understanding Apple’s Marginalization of the 

Mac” (21 November 2016) that the iOS platform reigns supreme within the company and conceding 
the point Josh Centers made about the slippery slope of losing pro customers in “What Apple Can 
Learn from Airwalk” (6 February 2017).

To show how important the Mac remains to Apple, Phil Schiller said that the Mac user base is nearing 
100 million users and is a $25 billion business — on its own, it’s nearly a Fortune 100 company. (Also 
interesting was the statistic that notebooks make up 80 percent of Mac sales, with desktops at 20 percent. 
It’s not surprising, given the stagnation of the Mac Pro and the Mac mini.)

The Apple execs also came right out and said that the Mac and the pro audience were key. Schiller said, 
“The Mac has an important, long future at Apple, that Apple cares deeply about the Mac, we have every 
intention to keep going and investing in the Mac. And if we’ve had a pause in upgrades and updates on 
that, we’re sorry for that — what happened with the Mac Pro, and we’re going to come out with 
something great to replace it.”

Craig Federighi chimed in, saying “The Mac is — we say it over and over, we’re saying it again here — 
a huge part of our future, we’re deeply invested in it.”

But the entire point of this meeting was to address the pro reaction to Apple’s lack of either concrete 
actions or announcements in the past. Gruber asked whether Apple is aware of just how many serious 
Mac users have begun to doubt the company’s commitment to the Mac in general, and the needs of 
professional Mac users in particular, eliciting this response from Schiller:

It’s a reasonable question, and this is why we’re here today, specifically, to address that question above 
all else. We’re committed to the Mac, we‘ve got great talent on the Mac, both hardware and software, 
we’ve got great products planned for the future, and as far as our horizon line can see, the Mac is a core 
component of the things Apple delivers, including to our pro customers.

At the moment, Apple has only words to reassure pro users, since the executives said that a completely 
redesigned Mac Pro and pro display are coming, but they won’t arrive this year. So communication is 
essential if pros are to stick with the Mac platform for another eight months minimum. But openness 
isn’t Apple’s style, so we’ll see if the company continues to share details about the future.

Other useful statements that came out of that meeting include:
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SMMUG Info 2
SIG NEWS

The Saturday SMMUG Special Interest Group 
(SIG) will meet from 10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon, 
Saturday, April 8, 2017, in the Fire Station 18’s 
meeting room at: 6830 Hadler View (a map is 
located at the end of this NL). The meeting will be 
divided in to two parts.

The First part starting at 10:00 will focus on iOS, 
helping everyone become both comfortable and 
proficient with their iPhone, iPad, and iPod 
mobile devices. Starting at 11:00 we will focus on 
the  Apple’s Preview App.

All are invited, but new users are especially 
encouraged to attend this free meeting. Bring your 
tips and tricks, questions and suggestions. 

For more information about Special Interest 
Groups (SIGs), go to the SMMUG website.

Scan this QR code to be taken to our 
SMMUG web site

ADVERTISING
You can advertise your business or service 
through the Silicon Summit.

RATES 
Per inch   $10
Quarter page   $15 
Half page   $25 
Full page   $50 
Insert                  $15

A 10% discount is applied for ads that 
run two or more months, except for 

inserts.

Sponsor ing Membersh ips a re a l so 
available to merchants who want to see 
their business name and address listed on 
the front page. Sponsoring Memberships 
are $100 for one year.

MEETING DATES
 

Our regular monthly meetings are on the second 
Monday of every month. Upcoming meeting 
dates are as follows:

  
April 10, 2017  
May 8, 2017  

June 12, 2017  
July 10, 2017  

August 14, 2017  
September 11, 2017  

October 9, 2017  
November 13, 2017  
December 11, 2017

                                                                              

MISSED AN ISSUE?

You can find the previous issues of the 
Silicon Summit posted in PDF format at 
the SMMUG website.

THIS MONTH AT SMMUG

April 10, 2017
6:00 Q&A Session
6:45 Networking Break
7:00 Apple Music by Jim Johnson
8:00 Adjourn

Future Meetings:
May 8: Gary Rosenqweig (topic TBD)
June 12: Pages by Mike M. and Mark G. will 
continue with part 2 of his Favorite Apps presentation            
July 10: Productivity/integrated apps by Jim Johnson
August 14: Pizza party!!
September 11: Automator by Jim Johnson
October 9: Productivity/integrated apps 

Silicon Summit is a monthly 
publication of the Silicon 
Mountain Macintosh User Group, 
Inc. 

Newsletter Editor
L. Davenport

Web Masters
Jeff Jensen, Ralph Woodard

Apple Ambassador
Mark Griffith

© All material in this newsletter is 
Copyright 2017 by the Silicon 
Mountain Macintosh User Group, 
Inc. (SMMUG, Inc.).

Silicon Summit is an independent 
publication and has not been 
a u t h o r i z e d , s p o n s o r e d o r 
otherwise approved by Apple Inc. 
The Mac and Mac OS logo are 
trademarks of Apple Inc., used 
under license. Views and opinions 
expressed in Silicon Summit are 
those of the authors and not of 
SMMUG.
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Vice President
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Mike Marus
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Sharon Romero
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Announcements
Advanced Notice: Gary Rosenzweig will be the Presenter for May!
Gary Rosenzweig, the creator of the MacMost website, will come down from Denver and present at our May 
8th General meeting. So mark your calendars!

We were not told what the topic will be, but its sure to be very informative. So come one, come all and bring 
your friends! Let’s make a good showing and fill all the seats!!!

New Web Site Banner Design Contest!!!

The SMMUG Board would like to update the look of the banner that sits at the top of each page of our 
website. If you are interested, the banner must be: 100 pixels tall and 700 pixels wide and saved in the JPG, 
TIFF, PNG or Photoshop file formats. All entries must be sent to Ralph at rwoodard@me.com no later than the 
General Meeting on May 8th.

The winner of this contest will receive a year membership to the club. If you have already paid your dues, the year 
membership will be added to the end of your current membership.

Door Prizes For The April Meeting:
Brother Printer
Mouse
Charger
Roku Stick
iTunes $10 gift cards

Club News

mailto:rwoodard@me.com
mailto:rwoodard@me.com
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Existing configurations of the current Mac Pro are now available at lower prices (see “Apple Drops Cylindrical Mac Pro Prices by $1000,” 4 
April 2017).

The redesigned Mac Pro will not include a touchscreen like Microsoft’s Surface Studio. Federighi suggested that Apple’s approach will involve 
making the iPad Pro work better with the Mac.

The iMac is slated to receive some upgrades this year, including configurations targeted specifically at the pro market.
Apple had nothing specific to say about the future of the Mac mini, though Schiller did say that was because “it’s more of a mix of consumer with 

some pro use.”
When Gruber asked about scripting and automation, Federighi replied, “We think scriptability and automation of the system remain super 

important.”

DOOR PRIZE WINNERS

For The March 2017 Meeting

Continued from page 1

http://tidbits.com/article/17156
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iWork Updates Bring New and Returning Features
by Michael E. Cohen 

Apple’s avalanche of updates at the end of March included new versions of its iWork apps — Pages, Keynote, and Numbers — for the Mac, iOS, 
and iCloud (see “iOS 10.3 Adds New File System, Find My AirPods, and More,” 27 March 2017 and “Apple Releases macOS 10.12.4, 
watchOS 3.2, and tvOS 10.2,” 27 March 2017, for detailed coverage of the operating system updates).

As with previous iWork updates, all the apps received some nearly identical new capabilities while simultaneously acquiring individual refinements. 
The Mac apps gained the fullest set of new features, the iOS apps got a generous subset of those, and the iCloud apps were limited to a handful while 
retaining compatibility with their more sophisticated siblings. As has been the case for some time now, the latest versions of the Mac and iOS apps 
require the current version of the operating system — macOS 10.12 Sierra and iOS 10 — on their respective platforms.

iWork on the Mac -- The updated Mac apps — Pages 6.1, Numbers 4.1, and Keynote 7.1 — share these new features in common:
•Leader lines in pie charts, a quick menu to replace fonts globally in a document 
•Touch Bar support for opening password-protected documents with Touch ID  
•The capability to incorporate up-to-date stock values and currency prices in documents

• Options to customize dates, time, and currencies for languages or regions

In addition, each app has its own set of special enhancements:

• Pages: Two features, missing since the transition from Pages ’09 to Pages 5.0, have finally returned: intra-document bookmarks and import and 
export of RTF documents. Hooray! (About time!)

                                            
• Keynote: The presentation app now provides an object list that provides quick access to each object on the current slide. A 

new low-light option for presenter notes makes reading them easier when the room lights are low.

Macs & Mac Apps

http://tidbits.com/article/17134
http://tidbits.com/article/17134
http://tidbits.com/article/17135
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• Numbers: Apple’s spreadsheet has gained a My Stocks template that takes advantage of the new stock and securities capabilities to help users 
track their portfolios. You can also now cut, copy, add, and paste sheets in shared documents.

To keep track of it all, consult the cumulative update notes for each of the apps: Pages, Numbers, and Keynote.

iWork in iOS -- The 3.1 versions of the three iOS apps include most of the new and enhanced capabilities of their Mac siblings, but with typical 
iOS flavor.

• Pages: The capability to see, add, and navigate to bookmarks works in iOS as well as the Mac, though how you access these features is different. 
You add bookmarks from the contextual menu that appears when you select something in a document, and you can view and navigate to 
bookmarks from a popover provided from the More menu (the three-dot icon on the document toolbar). Also new are font formatting features 
previously limited to the Mac app, such as superscripts and subscripts, ligature control, and background color for text. You can view the 
cumulative iOS update notes for Pages here.

• Numbers: You’ll appreciate much-improved formula and cell editing features, such as an optional popover with editing options when a cell is 
selected. The keyboard shortcut bar has acquired special shortcuts for formula editing, and the app now provides the capability to edit rich text in 
cells. Go here for the cumulative update notes for Numbers in iOS.

• Keynote: You can now change slide masters and customize the background with options on the formatting popover (the paintbrush icon on the 
toolbar), and the options for rehearsing your presentation can now show the slide, your notes, and the timer all in one view. And if you have 

https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT207243
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT207243
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT207244
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT207244
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT207247
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT207247
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT207242
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT207242
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT207245
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT207245
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some ancient presentations knocking about that you’d like to update, Keynote can now import Keynote 1 presentations. See the full list of 
enhancements for Keynote in iOS here.

iWork in the Browser -- Keeping with tradition and the limitations of browser technology, the iWork updates available at icloud.com provide 
only a subset of the new features.

Nonetheless, documents edited in the browser apps remain fully compatible with the iOS and Mac apps. For example, though you can’t add or 
even view bookmarks in Pages for iCloud, any bookmarks you added on the Mac are not harmed by editing the document in your browser (unless, 
of course, you delete the text that was bookmarked). You can see existing leader lines for pie charts in the browser apps, even though you can’t create 
or edit them there.

All the browser apps have received a user-interface facelift, and their toolbars are now color-coded to match the color palettes for the iOS apps: 
orange for Pages, green for Numbers, and blue for Keynote. More interestingly, the toolbar of each browser app now has a button that you can click 
to open the current document in its native app on the Mac. This feature, however, is only half-implemented, because doing so does not close the 
document in the browser, which means you’ll see conflict warnings if you make changes with the Mac app without manually closing the document 
in the browser app first.

Concluding Thoughts -- Apple has updated the iWork apps over the last several years at a leisurely pace, and the improvements that have arrived 
with each update have been modest. Nonetheless, this conservative approach has meant that the apps seem to remain stable and exhibit few 
interoperability conflicts across platforms.

What’s more, while not completely restoring all those features lost when iWork ’09 was superseded (such as the much-mourned disappearance of 
linked text boxes in Pages), the current updates bring the apps closer in capability to their ancestors.

iOS, watchOS, & tvOS
iOS 10.3 Adds New File System, Find My AirPods, and More

by Josh Centers 
Apple has released iOS 10.3, a major update which includes a new file system, lets you track your AirPods with Find My iPhone, and provides a 

host of other notable tweaks. You can install the 560–650 MB update via Settings > General > Software Update or through iTunes.
The biggest new feature in iOS 10.3 is one you may not notice: it introduces Apple’s new Apple File System (APFS), which will eventually replace 

the legacy HFS+ file system currently in use on all of Apple’s platforms (see “What Apple’s Forthcoming APFS File System Means to You,” 24 
June 2016). It remains to be seen what, if anything, this will mean for iOS users, but for now, the primary impact is a longer update process than 
usual while it converts the existing file system. At iMore, Rene Ritchie has a good rundown on APFS’s benefits. So far, I’m finding iOS 10.3 
snappier than 10.2, but it’s impossible to say if that’s due to the new file system. Regardless, we always recommend backing up your devices before 
updating, but doing so is even more important with iOS 10.3.

Owners of Apple’s new wireless AirPods will appreciate that iOS 10.3 
lets you track the little earbuds with Find My iPhone. You can either 
track their location on a map or make them play a locator tone. The 
sound is played on both AirPods and can be muted on each one 
individually, so if you drop one AirPod, you can silence the one you 
have so you can better hear the one you’re looking for. Given that 
replacing just a single AirPod costs $69, this new feature is extremely 
welcome (see “Apple’s Wireless AirPods Were Worth the Wait,” 20 
December 2016). However, there’s a catch: the AirPods must be 
connected to (and thus in range of) a paired device for this feature to 
work. So while you should be able to locate an AirPod that disappeared 
into the couch cushions, you likely won’t be able to find one that you 
lost during a run.

iOS 10.3 brings support for cross-device iTunes movie rentals, which 
Apple first introduced in iTunes 12.6 (see “iTunes 12.6,” 21 March 
2017). Now, finally, you can rent iTunes movies on one device and 
watch them on another, though you’ll need iTunes 12.6, iOS 10.3, and 
tvOS 10.2 to do so.

https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT207246
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT207246
http://icloud.com/
http://icloud.com/
https://support.apple.com/kb/DL1893
https://support.apple.com/kb/DL1893
http://tidbits.com/article/16584
http://tidbits.com/article/16584
http://www.imore.com/apple-file-system-apfs-and-what-you-need-know
http://www.imore.com/apple-file-system-apfs-and-what-you-need-know
http://tidbits.com/article/16963
http://tidbits.com/article/16963
http://tidbits.com/article/17126
http://tidbits.com/article/17126
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Siri sees a few improvements with iOS 10.3, including support for paying bills in supported apps, scheduling in ride-booking apps like Lyft, and 

checking cricket scores and statistics for Indian Premier League and International Cricket Council. If you own a car that can be controlled via an 
automaker app, you gain some cool Siri capabilities, such as checking your car’s fuel level and lock status, turning lights on and off, and activating the 
horn. It’s probably still easier to slam your hand into the steering wheel than to say, “Hey Siri, BEEP!”

Speaking of cars, CarPlay gets a few new additions, such as app shortcuts in the status bar, Up Next and the current song’s album in Apple Music’s 
Now Playing screen, and access to daily curated Apple Music content.

Apple has rethought identity in the Settings app. Your identity now 
takes center stage above all other settings and provides a shortcut to a 
new, more coherent screen to handle your personal information, 
payment options, security settings, account information, and Family 
Sharing.

Apple has also addressed the problem of Calendar spam, which made 
the news late last year (see 
“How to Stop iCloud 
Calendar Spam,” 29 
November 2016). You 
can now delete unwanted 
invites and report them as 
junk.
HomeKit sees some 
welcome improvements 
in iOS 10.3: you can 
now trigger scenes with 
switches and buttons, 
and the Home app now 
shows Accessory battery 
levels.
  Other improvements include being able to search for “parked car” in Maps, a new widget and 3D 
Touch action for the Podcasts app, the option to share podcasts with full playback support in 

Messages, and hourly weather forecasts in Maps if you 3D Touch the current temperature. Also, iOS 10.3 addresses a bug with Maps that could 
prevent it from showing your location after resetting Location & Privacy settings, as well as improving VoiceOver stability.

There are a couple of additions not mentioned in the release 
notes. In iOS 10.3, developers can now respond to App Store 
reviews. I’ve also noticed one small change in Mail: a count of 
unread Inbox messages in the back button when viewing an 
email thread. Lastly, iOS 10.3 includes a total of 67 security 
fixes!

When Should You Upgrade? -- Honestly, although Apple doesn’t even mention the move to APFS in its user-level release notes, that’s the main 
reason to hold off. If there’s some subtle problem that surfaces only once hundreds of thousands of devices have updated to iOS 10.3, you don’t 
want to be among that group. So we recommend waiting at least a week before installing iOS 10.3, and perhaps longer if you don’t use AirPods, 
suffer from Calendar spam, or automate your house with HomeKit. After that, though, give it a whirl and enjoy the new features!

Apple Releases macOS 10.12.4, watchOS 3.2, and tvOS 10.2
by Adam C. Engst 

For Apple’s four operating systems, updates have become a one for all, and all for one proposition. As is often the case, iOS received the most 
attention with the iOS 10.3 release (see “iOS 10.3 Adds New File System, Find My AirPods, and More,” 27 March 2017), but Apple also 
pushed out macOS 10.12.4, watchOS 3.2, and tvOS 10.2.

macOS 10.12.4 -- macOS 10.12.4 Sierra is available via Software Update, where it’s a roughly 2 GB download. Alternatively, you can instead 
download a delta updater (for 10.12.3, 1.79 GB) or combo updater (from any version of 10.12, 2.04 GB).

The most significant change in 10.12.4 is the addition of Night Shift, a feature previously available only in iOS that automatically shifts the colors 
of the screen to the warmer end of the spectrum after dark. Night Shift, much like the independent f.lux utility, is designed to help you sleep better 
by reducing the amount of blue light that tricks your body into thinking it’s earlier than it is. Look for it in System Preferences > Displays and 
Notification Center.

http://tidbits.com/article/16923
http://tidbits.com/article/16923
http://tidbits.com/article/16923
http://tidbits.com/article/16923
http://www.ibtimes.com/ios-103-update-apple-will-allow-developers-respond-app-store-reviews-2480750
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http://www.ibtimes.com/ios-103-update-apple-will-allow-developers-respond-app-store-reviews-2480750
http://www.ibtimes.com/ios-103-update-apple-will-allow-developers-respond-app-store-reviews-2480750
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT207617
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT207617
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT207617
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT207617
http://tidbits.com/article/17134
http://tidbits.com/article/17134
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT207536
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT207536
https://support.apple.com/kb/DL1911?viewlocale=en_US&locale=en_US
https://support.apple.com/kb/DL1911?viewlocale=en_US&locale=en_US
https://support.apple.com/kb/DL1910?viewlocale=en_US&locale=en_US
https://support.apple.com/kb/DL1910?viewlocale=en_US&locale=en_US
https://justgetflux.com/
https://justgetflux.com/
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Beyond the addition of Night Shift, macOS 10.12.4 brings with it a few international improvements. For those who follow cricket, Siri can now 

provide scores, schedules, and player rosters from the Indian Premier League and the International Cricket Council. Apple added dictation support 
for Shanghainese. And the update improves right-to-left language support (such as for Arabic and Hebrew) for the Touch Bar, toolbar, and visual tab 
picker in Safari.

Although we don’t know the full extent of the changes, Apple promises that 10.12.4 resolves several PDF rendering and annotation issues in 
Preview. Those fixes are likely in the troubled rewrite to PDFKit that debuted in Sierra; we can hope the improvements will make life easier for 
developers who work with PDF (see “Sierra PDF Problems Get Worse in 10.12.2,” 2 January 2017, and “Apple Releases macOS Sierra 
10.12.3, iOS 10.2.1, tvOS 10.1.1, and watchOS 3.1.1,” 23 January 2017). Another fix claims to resolve a bug that prevented content from 
appearing in Mail messages.

Finally, Apple added support for more digital camera raw formats and a whopping 65 security fixes.
On the enterprise side, 10.12.4 provides a handful of improvements and fixes. Apple says that the update:
• Adds the tethered-caching command, which optimizes certain downloads for iOS devices tethered via USB. For details, enter man 

tethered-caching in Terminal.
• Updates the security command to include the delete-identity option, which deletes both a certificate and its private key from a keychain. For 

details, enter man security in Terminal.
• Updates the profiles command to include the -N flag, which displays a device-enrollment notification that prompts the user to complete Mobile 

Device Management (MDM) enrollment. For details, enter man profiles in Terminal.
• Fixes an issue that causes notebook computers connected to certain docking stations to display a blank screen instead of the macOS login 

window on the built-in display.
• Fixes an issue that causes a newly changed user-account password to be rejected at the macOS login window, if FileVault is turned on.
• Adds the ability to automatically renew certain certificates delivered via a configuration profile.
• Includes numerous Xsan fixes.
watchOS 3.2 -- Less exciting is watchOS 3.2, which is a 225 

MB update that you install via the Watch app on your iPhone (in 
Watch > Settings > General > Software Update). Remember that 
the Apple Watch must be on its charger, charged to at least 50 
percent, and within range of your iPhone, which itself must be on 
Wi-Fi. Don’t start installing if you’ll want to use the watch again 
within an hour or so — watchOS updates take surprisingly long to 
load.

The main addition in watchOS 3.2 is Theater Mode, which you 

toggle via a new button in Control Center (swipe up from the bottom of the screen). When enabled, Theater Mode turns on silent mode and 
disables the standard Raise to Wake behavior, leaving the screen off until you tap it. That prevents the Apple Watch from lighting up in a dark 
theater if you raise your wrist for any reason.

Apple also expanded the Apple Watch’s support for Siri to include independent apps, so you can now theoretically use Siri to start workouts, send 
messages, make payments, book rides, and more. Siri support in non-Apple apps extends only to a few categories of apps, and developers have to 
support it, so don’t expect that you’ll be able to talk to every app.

On the international side of things, Scribble is now available in French, Spanish, and Italian. And, for those who have been frustrated by the lack 
of feedback when syncing music to the Apple Watch (which seems to take forever!), music playlist sync progress now appears in the Watch app on 
the iPhone.

As with every operating system update these days, there are a slew — 31 all told — of security fixes worked into watchOS 3.2.
tvOS 10.2 and Apple TV Remote app -- Finally, Apple released tvOS 10.2, which mostly provides things of interest to developers (and 39 

http://tidbits.com/article/16966
http://tidbits.com/article/16966
http://tidbits.com/article/17010
http://tidbits.com/article/17010
http://tidbits.com/article/17010
http://tidbits.com/article/17010
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT207049
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT207049
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT207615
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT207615
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT207523
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT207523
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT204836
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT204836
https://support.apple.com/kb/DL1894
https://support.apple.com/kb/DL1894
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT207602
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT207602
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT207601
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT207601
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security fixes), but does offer one nice refinement for users. You can get the tvOS 10.2 update on your fourth-generation Apple TV via Settings > 
System > Software Updates > Update Software.

tvOS 10.2 now provides what Apple calls “Accelerated Scrolling support” for 
apps. In practice, this means that you can swipe up or down on the far-right side 
of the Siri Remote’s touchpad to navigate quickly through long lists. In the 
screenshot below, the jump points appear as dots, each one representing a page 
in the list.

Most of the user-facing improvements to the Apple TV are found in the 
Apple TV Remote app, which Apple updated to version 1.1. It has now been 
optimized for iPad support, though don’t get too excited: it seems to be 
essentially the same as the iPhone version, just larger (that’s a whole lot of black 
in the screenshot below). When I downloaded the app on my iPad, I still had to 
filter the App Store search results for “iPhone only” apps to be able to see it.

Another improvement in the Remote app is an enhanced Now 
Playing screen. While playing media, you can tap Details in the upper 
right to view the currently playing media, along with direct media 
controls, such as pause and rewind. If you swipe up on that screen now, 
you can see additional detail. For instance, doing so when playing music 
shows your Up Next queue.

And swiping up on Now Playing while watching a movie shows 
additional movie information and a chapter list.

  The Update Question -- As always, the question we’re asked after one of 
these mega-release days is if users should jump on the updates or not. 
We’ve installed them all and haven’t noticed any serious problems in 
initial use, but that’s relatively meaningless. Our take is that there’s no real 
reason to install any of these updates immediately unless you’re suffering 
from a problem expressly addressed by them. However, given the number 
of security fixes involved in each one, we do strongly recommend that you 

update within a few weeks.

iOS 10.3.1 Provides Important Security Fix
by Josh Centers

Hot on the heels of the iOS 10.3 update (see “iOS 10.3 Adds New File System, Find My AirPods, and More,” 27 March 2017), Apple has 
rolled out iOS 10.3.1 with a bare minimum of release notes: “iOS 10.3.1 includes bug fixes and improves the security of your iPhone or iPad.” You 
can install the roughly 30 MB update via Settings > General > Software Update or through iTunes.

Apple lists only one security fix, but it’s a doozy, and undoubtedly explains why Apple pushed 10.3.1 out so quickly. The update addresses an 
exploit that could have enabled an attacker within range to execute arbitrary code on the Wi-Fi chip in an iOS device. We hope this bug existed only 
in iOS 10.3.

If you have already updated to iOS 10.3, we recommend installing 10.3.1 to get this security fix. If you’re still running iOS 10.2.1, stick with it for 
another week or so to make sure 10.3.1 doesn’t introduce some new problem.

https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT207601
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT207601
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/apple-tv-remote/id1096834193?mt=8&at=10l5PW
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/apple-tv-remote/id1096834193?mt=8&at=10l5PW
http://tidbits.com/article/17134
http://tidbits.com/article/17134
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT207688
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT207688
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The MacMost.com Guide to Online Password Security
When you create an account at a Web site you are usually asked to 

provide a password. What do you choose? Your child’s name? Your 
dog’s name? Your favorite flavor of ice cream?

Choosing a weak password opens your account up to being invaded. 
Someone could mess around with your Facebook status and spam your 
friends. Someone could order gifts for themselves on your Amazon 
account. Someone could drain your bank account or credit card. Or, 
worse, they could steal your identity and cause problems that could last 
for years. more You can most likely avoid this by following some very 
basic security practices. These are things anyone can do. You don’t have 
to be a computer expert and you don’t have to buy any special 
hardware or software.

How the Bad Guys Get In
The first step you need to take is to make sure you use strong 

passwords. Is your password to any Web site 
“password”? Or how about “123456” or “qwerty?” 
These are the three most common passwords. And 
those that will do you harm will try to get into your 
online accounts using them.

But they won’t stop there. They will try the top 100 passwords. Then 
the top 1,000. In fact malicious hackers are taking email addresses and 
passwords and randomly trying to log into accounts at the most 
popular Web sites on an ongoing basis.

And you know what? They get in. Every day they harvest valid user 
names and passwords to big Web sites because someone used a 
common password.

They don’t even use their own computers for this. Computers all 
over the world are infected with viruses that turn that computer into a 
member of a “botnet.” In other words, a malicious hacker just sends a 
message to thousands of compromised computers and that botnet army 
then tries user names and passwords all night long, returning any results.

Dictionary Words
So what is a bad, or “weak” password? Well, the list of the top few 

thousand common passwords is a start. But then the 
entire dictionary is next. Any real word, one that can be 
found in the dictionary, can be selected at random by a 
bot and tried as a password.

Next, include names, places, and book, movie and 
song titles. Anything that can be found written down 

in a book or article of some sort is probably on a list of possible 
passwords that you might have.

But that’s not all. What about dates? Is your password your birthday? 
Your spouse’s birthday? Your child’s birthday? Birthdays follow only a 
few common formats and come from a set of numbers that only 
includes 12 months, 31 days and 80 or so years. That’s less than the 
number of words in the dictionary!

What if you are clever and use a word, but disguise it. Maybe a zero 
instead of the letter o, or a 3 instead of an e. Clever, yes, but that could 
still be guessed by a bot.

In fact if you use any of these kinds of passwords, given enough time, 
your account will be compromised.

So here is what not to pick as a password:
• Dictionary words
• Places and names
• Keyboard sequences
• Dates in any format
• Words disguised with letter substitutions

Strong Passwords
So what should a good password look like? Here are some rules to 

follow:
• Use letters and numbers
• Use upper and lower case letters
• It should be at least 8 characters long
• It should be completely random
While it would be so cool to have your password stand for something 

or have a deep meaning, resist that temptation. Just don’t do it.
Instead, use a program to randomly create a password for you. One 

method of doing it on the 
Mac is to use the Password 
Assistant. Go to System 
Preferences and then 
Accounts. Click the 
Change Password button. 
Then, next to the “New 
password” field, click on 
the key button. This brings 
up the password assistant. 
Set it to “Letters and 
Numbers” with a length of 8 or 9. You will get a list of suggestions in a 
pull-down menu. You can choose one and copy it to your clipboard. 
Then close the password assistant and cancel the Change Password 
action, unless you really want to change your Mac account password.

Gary’s Insights
Guide to Online Password Security
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Save Your Password in a Secure Place

You may have heard someone say that you should never write a 
password down. This does create a security hole, sure. But only if 
someone is specifically targeting you — in which case this is not the 
guide you should be reading. You need professional help.

You should write down your password and store it somewhere. How 
far you go to “hide” it is up to you. But the important thing is that 
online malicious hackers cannot spring out of your monitor and start 
searching your desk. They can, potentially, get access to your computer 
files. So if you store your passwords in a file on your computer, make 
sure it is an encrypted and protected file. I’ll mention some ways to do 
this later on.

One Step Further – Different Passwords
I recommend this next step to everyone, but I realize it is asking a lot. 

You should have a different strong password for every online account.
Now you may have hundreds of accounts. Having hundreds of 

passwords means you cannot possibly remember them all. But with the 
help of your browser, the Mac Keychain, and third-party programs I’ll 
talk about later, you don’t have to.

The problem with having the same password for many accounts is 
that all of those accounts is only as secure as the weakest Web site. If 
one of those sites doesn’t secure their passwords, or has a rogue 
employee, or does something stupid, then a list of email addresses and 
passwords could be compromised. It could be a stupid game site that 
you could care less about. But what if your email and password are the 
same as your Amazon account? I’ll bet a lot of them are.

So try to use a unique password for each Web site.

One Step Even Further – Change Your Passwords
You should also change your password often. Now this is where you 

can prioritize. Amazon, Facebook and your email account should get 
changed often. A password for a fun little game site or blog might not 
be as important. There may be no personal information there, and if 
you lose your account, you can just get another one.

The reason you want to change your password often is that a 
compromised user name and password may not be used right away. It 
could be days or months before your stolen password is used for 
something bad. So if you change your password, say, every month, you 
may avoid trouble.

The Bare Minimum
I really hesitate to talk much about the last two sections. I’m afraid 

that people are gong to think: “Create strong passwords, have a 
different one for each site, and change them all the time? That’s too 
much! Forget it. I’ll stick with using abc123 for everything.”

If you find yourself thinking that, please consider that you give 
yourself quite a bit of protection just by doing the bare minimum:

Use only strong passwords
Give your most critical sites unique passwords
What are critical sites? The obvious would be your bank accounts, 

any shopping site where you store your credit card information, your 

email accounts and any Web hosting accounts. Also include any 
services that have high-level personal information, such as accounting 
sites or personal management sites.

The Most Important Account of All
Can you think of which of your online accounts is the most critical? 

It is your email account. If that is compromised, then everything is 
compromised.

Consider that when you lose a password to a site you can always press 
the “I forgot my password” button on that login page. What happens 
then? You get an email with your password, or a reset code of some 
sort. So just by reading your email, you can get access to almost any site 
you are signed up for without your password.

If someone up to no good got access to your email account, they 
could request all your passwords, get them by looking at your email, 
and have access to everything.

So it is critical that your email account have a strong password, and a 
unique one not used for anything else. And you should probably 
change it often.

How To Remember All These Passwords?
If you are signed up for 100 different site with 100 different 

passwords, how are you supposed to remember them all?
Fortunately, you don’t have to. Whether you are using Safari or 

Firefox, your browser will offer to remember passwords for Web sites. 
When you enter a user name and password on a site, the browser will 
ask if it is OK for it to remember that password. If you say yes, then you 
won’t need to remember the password anymore. The browser will fill it 
in for you.

How can this be secure? If you don’t need to use a password 
anymore, then can’t anyone get into your accounts?

Well, yes. But they’d have to be sitting at your computer to do it. So 
it is all a matter of how secure your physical space is. If your Mac is at 
work, you will want to make sure you set your System Preferences, 
Security settings appropriately so you require a password to log into 
your account in the first place.

If your Mac is at home, then consider that if someone breaks into 
your home your Amazon password may be the least of your worries.

Third-Party Password Programs
You can get even more help in securing your passwords from some 

inexpensive applications. The program 1Password is built specifically 
for this. And it is a genius piece of software.

It acts as a secure wallet for all your user names and passwords. You 
can add passwords and it stores them in an encrypted file on your Mac 
that you can access only if you have the master 
password. It also works with Safari and Firefox 
to assist you when you log into a Web site.

So when you get to a site and it asks for your 
password, you just press the 1Password button 
and 1Password will prompt you for your 
master password and then fill in the Web form.

http://macmost.com/j-1password
http://macmost.com/j-1password
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This way, each and every Web site you visit can have a strong, 

unique password. In fact, you can easily go beyond 8 or 9 characters 
and use ridiculously long and strong passwords for every site. The only 
one you need to remember is your master password.

Plus, changing passwords is easily done, as you can simply go to the 
Web site’s “change my password” page and 1Password will suggest a 
new strong password and then record it on the spot in its database.

Backing Up Your Passwords
A program like 1Password also helps in that it stores all your 

passwords in one place on your computer — and you can back that file 
up easily. If you use Time Machine, then you have a backup there. But 
you can even store a copy of the file on a server or backup service. It will 
be secure because it is encrypted and useless to anyone without the 
master password.

The beauty of backing up your passwords is that if your computer is 
stolen or the hard drive simply fails, you can get your passwords back by 
simply restoring that file.

If you don’t use a program like 1Password, then you should still have 
a backup of all your important passwords. It could be an encrypted file, 
or even a printout of the passwords stored in a safe location.

What If I Travel With a MacBook?
Those of us that take our computers out of the house are especially 

vulnerable to getting our passwords stolen.
If you laptop is swiped, guess what are the most valuable things on it? 

Your passwords. Someone could just open up your laptop and start 
reading your email, or logging on to shopping sites you regularly use. 
Your browser will have those passwords in there, ready to go.

Your first line of 
defense is to make sure 
you have turned on 
“Require Password” 
u n d e r S y s t e m 
Preferences, Security. 
This will at least slow 
them down. They won’t 
be able to start using 
your computer right 
away.

Another step you can take is to turn on FileVault in the same 
preferences window. But this is an extreme step. FileVault will encrypt 
your entire user folder. This means that just the act of using you 
computer requires your Mac to encrypt and decrypt every piece of data. 
It is a good measure when security is more important than anything 
else, but not for the typical user.

What you’ve got to be ready to do at any moment is to change your 
passwords. If your laptop is stolen, you’ve got to get to your backup list 
of user names and passwords and start changing them all, starting with 
your email account. Don’t wait until you get a replacement computer. 
Find a friend with a computer or seek some professional help to get 
those password changed right away.

WiFi Connections
Traveling with a MacBook also brings up the subject of unsecured 

wifi networks. If you travel, then you probably log on to the Internet 
through a wifi network at your hotel, the airport, the conference center 
or even a coffee shop.

How do you know which are secure and which are not? The rule is 
simple: assume they are all insecure. Even if the establishment itself is 
beyond reproach, a malicious hacker could be “listening” in on the 
open wifi network and stealing the passwords of everyone that uses it.

So follow some simple rules when using any wifi network. Anything 
you see or type is insecure unless you are at a secure Web site with a 
https address. Look for the “s” and a little padlock symbol at the upper 
right corner of Safari. Many Web sites will offer both secure and 
unsecured versions. For instance, you can go to http://gmail.com and 
https://gmail.com. Always use the https version.

Make sure you are logging into your email account with a secure 
connection. Knowing if it is or not depends on your ISP. They should 
give you that information on their Web site — or call them an ask 
about it.

Using Other Computers
Even more insecure than using a public WiFi network is using a 

public computer. Any computer that is not yours could have key 
logging software installed, for instance. So even if you are logging on to 
your secure Web site with a string password, the keystrokes you type 
could be recorded and sent along to someone — even the keystrokes of 
your password.

But even if the computer hasn’t been compromised in this way, IDs 
and password could simply be stored in the browser. Logging out of 
your account when you are done and then cleaning the browser’s 
cookies and cache is good protection, but not perfect. If you absolutely 
need to use a public computer make sure you change your password 
after you are done and monitor your accounts closely to make sure they 
haven’t been compromised.

Physical Security
If you have done everything else and are looking to become even 

more secure, examine the physical security of your computer. Is it at 
work, or do you travel with your MacBook? How easy is it for someone 
else to get 15 seconds on your computer without you knowing?

If someone else can access your computer, even for a very short time, 
they can get passwords in many ways. Make sure you have a password 
set for your OS X user account and make sure it logs you out 
automatically after a very short period of non-use.

Also, make sure that if you have written down your passwords that 
they are secure and hard to find. If you want to feel like a spy, plant a 
fake set of passwords that someone will find before they find your real 
set of passwords. Or, hide your passwords in such a way so you will 
know if someone has had a look at them.

The Back Door
So you have a strong password. You’re set, right? Nope. Almost every 

online account has a back door. It is usually called your “secret 

http://gmail.com
http://gmail.com
https://gmail.com
https://gmail.com
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question.” The problem is, it is not so secret.

Maybe you answered the question “What is your mother’s maiden 
name.” Or, “What street did you grow up on?” Something like that.

Now it may be impossible for someone to guess that you grew up on 
“Cedar Road.” But what are the chances that your street is one of the 
1000 most popular street names? How about the 10,000 most 
popular? Secret questions are even more susceptible to dictionary 
attacks. “What is your pet’s name?” Bet it is in the list of the top 1000.

The best way to seal your back door is to see if the online account 
allows you to choose your own question. Then simply “What is my 
backup password” or something similar and choose another strong 
password. Write it down or record it in a password program.

If you can’t choose your own question, then lie. Give your mother’s 
maiden name as a string of random letters.

Passwords Never Die
One final thing. Make sure your passwords are stored in a place 

where a trusted loved one will be able to get them if you should pass on. 
Think about it for a second. If you die, what will happen to the money 
in your bank accounts, or your Facebook profile, or your Amazon 
shopping account?

Online services are notoriously bad at handling death. If your 
survivors want to shut down your Facebook profile, or access your 
email list to contact friends, they may find themselves having to jump 
through frustrating hoops to do so. But if they just had a list of 
passwords that they could find in the bottom of a safe or bank box, it 
would be so much easier. This is where something like 1Password really 
comes in handy. All they would need is that master password and they 
could get up-to-date password for all of your accounts.

It may seem silly to think of this now, but if there are 250 million 
people on Facebook, and the average age of death is 70, then about 
10,000 Facebook users die every day. The actual number is probably 
much lower because most Facebook users would be much younger 
than 70. But you get the idea. That’s a lot of abandoned accounts every 
day that some poor spouse, parent, child or relative has to figure out 
how to shut down. 

Q & A
Can a Magnetic Case Cause Phone Damage?
I’m considering getting a protective case for my iPhone 5.5 and it has a 
magnetic feature that is placed on the back of the phone so that it can be 
held in place for hands-free driving. Would having a magnet so close to 
the phone cause damage or diminished functioning for the phone, 
battery or software? I believe the iPhone 5’s use a flash drive.

Gary Rosenzweig: If you search the Web for the same phrase you use in 
your title, you come up with a variety of answers. Most say no, small 
magnets in cases for mounting or closing purposes will not affect the 
phone. Myself, I have used a variety of cases that have has magnetic clasps 
for keeping a wallet case closed. I have never had a problem.

I don’t see anyone talking about small magnets like these damaging the 
phone, battery or software. The only possibility I see seriously discussed is 
that the presence of a battery may cause the compass in the phone to read 

incorrectly, thus making map and navigation apps not point in the right 
direction. But this is easy to check since you are using your magnet to 
mount your phone the the car. A car itself produces some weak magnetic 
fields I think, so the compass sensors must already be taking this into 
account. 

Have you checked online reviews of your case? I would imagine that if 
there are enough reviews on Amazon and other places, and if the case 
does cause the compass to be inaccurate, then others may have 
mentioned it.

How Do I Transfer the Content Of My Time Capsule To an 
External Hard Drive?
I will soon install CAT 6 wiring while simultaneously replacing my 2012 
Time Capsule (3 Tb) since it is no longer supported by Apple. I will 
replace the TC with a Ubiquity brand router and an SSID external drive 
(brand undecided). I want to do this before the TC fails. Not sure the 
sequence of tasks to follow. My SSID is also backed up to the Cloud. My 
MacOS El Capitan will not be upgraded. I have a 2012 MacBook Air 
with 500Gb SSID and 8 Mb of RAM. This seems like a monumental 
task and I want to do it correctly. Thanks in advance for your expertise!

Gary Rosenzweig: First, Time Capsule is certainly still supported by 
Apple. They have it for sale, and issue updates. You are probably referring 
to the report that Apple employees were shuffled around a while back and 
it is unclear where the engineers are who work on the Airport Extreme 
and Time Capsule. But there was no announcement, I believe, of the end 
of support. And, as I said, they still sell them.

If you are switching to a different backup system, then you are 
overthinking it. Just hook up your new system and start backing up to it. 
Keep the Time Capsule in a closet for a while and after the initial backup, 
and perhaps a few months of revisions, you can consider the TC no 
longer needed.

How Do I Move Documents & Desktop Back To My Mac?
I have a number of students that didn’t understand during installing 
Sierra that if they clicked on the option to move Documents & Desktop 
to iCloud would remove the contents from their Macs. Is there an easy 
way to reverse this?

Gary Rosenzweig: Moving your documents and desktop to iCloud does 
not remove them from your Mac. It means they are on your Mac, and 
also in iCloud and your other iCloud-enabled devices.

If you want, you can simply turn this option off. I believe it then puts 
the items in a special folder where you can easily find them and put them 
back onto your local desktop and documents folder.

But there is no need to do this if the idea is to “get the items back onto 
your Mac” — they are still there. It just makes getting to them on other 
devices seamless. And it also creates more security as the documents 
won’t be lost if your Mac’s drive fails.

Reprinted with permission from Gary Rosenzweig - creator and author of 
the MacMost web site.

http://macmost.com
http://macmost.com
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Congressional Republicans Kill FCC ISP Privacy Rules
by Josh Centers

The Republican majorities in the United States House and Senate have voted to roll back Obama-era privacy rules for ISPs. The legislation is 
now headed to President Trump, who has indicated that he will sign it.

The rules set down by the Federal Communications Commission would have restricted your Internet service provider from collecting and selling 
your Internet browsing history to support advertising networks.

However, contrary to what many outlets are reporting, this rule rollback changes little, because the rules were never fully implemented in the first 
place. The FCC first approved them in October 2016, and they were set to go live later in 2017, but new FCC Commissioner Ajit Pai quickly 
halted implementation. However, this new legislation may embolden ISPs to expand existing data collection programs.

ISPs disliked the rules, arguing that they put them at a competitive disadvantage with online services like Facebook and Google. Bob Quinn, a 
senior vice president of external and legislative affairs for AT&T, said in a blog post, “If the government believes that location data is sensitive and 
requires more explicit consumer disclosures and permissions, then those protections should apply to all players that have access to location data, 
whether an ISP or edge player or search engine.” In a statement, the American Cable Association said, “ACA strongly supported Congress’ 
intervention to reverse the harms associated with the FCC’s unwarranted and burdensome broadband privacy regulations that singled out ISPs while 
exempting giant Internet edge providers, who have as much, if not more, access to similar consumer data.”

Ajit Pai isn’t entirely against Internet privacy regulation. He has consistently stated that all online service providers, including ISPs, should be 
subject to equal rules enacted by the Federal Trade Commission. However, as Jeff Dunn of Tech Insider explains, the fact that ISPs are now 
considered to be “common carriers” complicates that, since the FTC has limited power over such companies. Even if Republicans were to roll back 
the 2015 Open Internet Order that classifies ISPs as common carriers, firms that also offer phone services, such as AT&T and Verizon, will still fall 
under common carrier status.

There is one small hope left for the FCC rules: petitioning President Trump directly. Many of his fiercest supporters on Reddit are angry about 
the legislation, leaving open the possibility that Trump may veto it. But don’t hold your breath.

There’s also the possibility that states will enact their own privacy rules — Minnesota is considering its own measures. If enough states pass such 
regulations, they may act as de facto national policy.

Regardless of whether or not the rule rollback will actually change anything, what can you do to protect your privacy online? As longtime Internet 
activist John Perry Barlow once wrote, “Relying on the government to protect your privacy is like asking a peeping tom to install your window 
blinds.”

The best option, if it’s available to you, is to use an ISP with a strong privacy policy. In the United States, Sonic and XMission are widely 
celebrated for their dedication to user privacy. Unfortunately, the U.S. broadband market isn’t very competitive, so you may not even have a 
choice of ISP. If you do, small local ISPs are likely to see a focus on privacy as a competitive advantage, and most probably don’t have enough 
customers to make that data valuable anyway.

Another easy thing you can do is use encrypted HTTPS connections to Web sites when possible. When you’re browsing with HTTPS, your ISP 
can see which sites you visit, but not what you see or do on them. The Electronic Frontier Foundation offers a browser extension called HTTPS 
Everywhere for Chrome, Firefox, and Opera that forces an HTTPS connection whenever it’s available.

(The Take Control Web site defaults to HTTPS, as Adam wrote about in “Why Take Control Was Briefly Labeled “Not Secure” (23 March 
2017). You can use the TidBITS site via HTTPS by merely changing the URL, but we don’t currently set HTTPS as the default. That’s because it 
causes a few problems, such as with displaying images in the print view. We’re looking into fixing that.)

Another option is a virtual private network (VPN), which tunnels all your Internet browsing through a secure connection. Your VPN provider 
could snoop on your browsing just like an ISP could, so it’s up to you to decide if you trust them or not.

If you’d like to try a free VPN that’s trivially easy to set up, the Opera Web browser now features a built-in VPN. Quincy Larson wrote a 
Medium post explaining how to enable it and other privacy features in Opera. I’ve been experimenting with Opera and have been pleasantly 
surprised by its speed and features. Note that using Opera’s built-in VPN protects only your Web browsing, not any other Internet traffic.

The Internet anonymizing service Tor is more trustworthy than a typical VPN, but it’s slow, will likely draw the attention of intelligence 
agencies like the NSA, and can bring with it other unintended consequences (see “Why I Was Banned from WATCH ABC and Hulu,” 13 
March 2014).

For more information, Joe Kissell’s “Take Control of Your Online Privacy” will tell you all you need to know about defending your Internet 
privacy. Joe is currently working on the third edition, which will have up-to-date recommendations for VPN services, and anyone who buys the 
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second edition now will get a free upgrade to the third edition when that comes out in a few weeks.

•

PDF Problems Continue in 10.12.4, but Primarily Affect Developers
by Adam C. Engst

Numerous readers have asked me if last week’s macOS 10.12.4 update resolved more of the PDF problems we outlined in “Sierra PDF 
Problems Get Worse in 10.12.2” (2 January 2017). The previous 10.12.3 update addressed the most serious bug, which caused a PDF edited in 
Preview to lose its OCR text layer (see “Apple Releases macOS Sierra 10.12.3, iOS 10.2.1, tvOS 10.1.1, and watchOS 3.1.1,” 23 January 2017).

Last week, I polled the developers who had commented on the topic for my first article. The consensus was that Apple’s rewritten-for-Sierra 
PDFKit framework continues to improve, while simultaneously introducing new bugs.

Christian Grunenberg of DEVONtechnologies said, “Since January I have added several new workarounds and improved old workarounds. The 
10.12.4 release makes only one workaround obsolete and introduces a new bug.”

He followed that up a few days later by saying, “In the last 24 hours I received various bug reports related to 10.12.4. In one case a PDF document 
freezes both DEVONthink and Preview; in another case pages are rendered white (in DEVONthink but also sometimes in Preview and both 
DEVONthink’s and Preview’s sidebar aren’t rendered at all); and in the last case PDF documents are rendered fuzzy.”

Michael Tsai of C-Command Software initially outlined four bugs that Apple fixed in 10.12.4 and four that remain open, and a day later said 
that one of his customers had reported another crash that’s new in 10.12.4.

The story for users is somewhat better because developers are either working around the bugs they find or quietly removing functionality until 
PDFKit works correctly. Michael Tsai also said that there’s a middle ground of display and scrolling glitches that can’t be worked around or avoided.

Nonetheless, users continue to have problems, particularly with large or encrypted PDFs in Preview and other apps that rely on PDFKit for their 
PDF-related functionality. Nothing seems to be as severe as the OCR text layer deletion bug that 10.12.3 fixed, but if you experience trouble with 
Preview, try a different app.

For merely viewing a PDF, use the free Adobe Acrobat Reader DC. If you need to manipulate a PDF, turn to Smile’s $74.95 PDFpen, which 
doesn’t use PDFKit and is thus immune from these issues. Similarly unaffected is Adobe Acrobat DC, which requires a subscription that costs either 
$24.99 per month if billed monthly or $14.99 per month billed annually (that’s $179.88 per year). Acrobat DC is also included in the full $49.99 
per month Creative Cloud subscription.

To answer those who have asked if they can now upgrade to Sierra, I’d have to say that if you rely heavily on apps built on top of PDFKit for 
viewing and manipulating non-trivial PDFs, it’s probably worth continuing to hold off. If you mostly just read PDFs in Preview, you likely won’t hit 
any stumbling blocks unless you work with large or encrypted PDFs.

Reuse governed by Creative Commons license. TidBITS has offered years of thoughtful commentary on Apple and Internet topics. For free email 
subscriptions and access to the entire TidBITS archive, visit www.tidbits.com.

 SMMUG Has Friends In Canada
I would like to introduce you to Macintosh Users East (MaUsE). They are our sister Macintosh User Group located in Canada and they have been 
in operation since 1987. Over the last few years their Club President and Newsletter Editor Michael Shaw, has kindly let me reprint some of his 
articles. In-fact a couple of his articles can be found in the “Michael’s Mac Tips” column listed further down in this newsletter.

About MaUsE:
“Macintosh Users East is a user-friendly, not for profit computer club located in beautiful Durham, Ontario, Canada. Its purpose is to bring together 
people of all ages who use or who are interested in Apple Inc’s products in order that they may freely share with each other information concerning 
Apple’s hardware and software and also other manufacturers’ related products, programs and services. MaUsE freely welcomes visitors to our website 
and to our members’ meetings. When visiting our website please be sure to check out DoubleClick, the club’s newsletter – there’s lots of useful 
information therein.  Please enjoy our site and our meetings.”
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On the Bizarre Logic of Weather Apps

A couple of weeks ago on Twitter, I complained thus:
Weather app developers: if your app says that today’s high is 83° and that the current temp is 88°, your code has a logic problem.

Responses varied from strong agreement to reasons why developers might be doing it “wrong.” Two interesting theories appeared as to why an 
app might show a high temperature for the day that’s significantly below the actual current temperature:

• Perhaps the app licenses data from a third party, and a condition of the license is that the data remain unaltered.
• Maybe the developer wants users to see the predicted temperature, by way of transparency—even if reality has shown it to have been far off.
In my particular case, I know the first theory does not apply, because the app in question, Weather Underground for iOS, is owned and 

distributed by The Weather Channel, which means it has plenty of its own data—and that data is updated every 15 minutes. As for the second 
theory, the most evident flaw is that the numbers aren’t labeled as (yesterday’s) predictions; for all the user knows, they were intended as real-time 
estimates.

Of course, I know nothing about what goes on behind the scenes with people designing weather apps, licensing weather data, or discussing what 
their users may expect or prefer. All I know is that this…

Today: 72°/83°
Currently: 88°
…it is self-evidently wrong. If it is now 88°F, then ipso facto, today’s high temperature is at least 88°F. This is similarly wrong:
Chance of precipitation: 30%
Current condition: Rain
No. If it’s currently raining, or if it rained this morning, then clearly the chance of rain today is 100%. I took a logic class in college. You can trust 

me on this.
The thing about weather predictions is that they’re just that: predictions. As conditions change, the predictions have to be updated. In most cases, 

the more recent a prediction is, the more accurate it is. So, if I want to find out what the weather will be like tomorrow, I’m not going to look at a 
prediction from last week. I don’t care what someone thought a week ago; that’s now irrelevant. I’m going to look at today’s prediction, obviously!

And yet, for some reason, people who develop weather apps (and websites) seem to imagine that this logic no longer applies after midnight (or 
some other arbitrary hour, which isn’t specified). What I observe is that most weather apps and websites “lock in” the predicted temperature range 
and precipitation for a given day at the beginning of the day, even though they were made yesterday and we have better data now. So that’s what 
those numbers are—yesterday’s guesses.

The question is, as a person seeking out a weather forecast online or in an app, what information do I want to know about today’s weather? Well, I 
certainly don’t care what anyone thought yesterday about today’s weather. I care what the professionals think now. For example:

• How much hotter will it get today? Has the temperature peaked?
• What are the chances it will rain this afternoon, while I’m outside (as opposed to an overall percentage for the day)?
• Is there any action I need to take now to deal with weather changes that are likely to occur in the next few hours?
Curiously, even when weather apps and websites supply this information—as, indeed, Weather Underground does—they still hang onto 

yesterday’s predicted high, low, and precipitation, as though that’s in some way useful now.
Not long after I started complaining about weather apps, Adam Engst reviewed Dark Sky 5 for iOS for TidBITS. Although Dark Sky doesn’t 

have nearly the breadth of features in Weather Underground, it does address my main complaint directly: it always tells you what the prediction is 
right now, based on the very latest data. If the data changes, the app’s predictions change, exactly as I’d expect them to. So, yay for Dark Sky, which is 
my new favorite weather app.

But far too many other apps and websites persist with clearly invalid predictions from yesterday without bothering to consider whether that 
information is useful or what people really want to know. What’s sad is that it’s not a technology problem; it’s merely a failure of logic and design, 
both of which could be remedied easily. But when the logic and design are wrong, it sure looks like technology is failing us.

Joe Kissell 

The Joe on Tech

Reprinted with permission from Joe Kissell - Creator and author of the Joe on Tech web site
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Reviews
Photo Editing as One with Luminar

by Jeff Carlson

Back when most photographers used Adobe Photoshop to edit their images, many developers created plug-ins or stand-alone apps to focus on 
specific tasks. For example, Nik Software’s Silver Efex Pro plug-in specialized in creating black-and-white images, as did Macphun’s Tonality 
application. Whether you wanted more control over removing digital noise or applying lots of pre-made effects, there was usually a separate tool that 
you could purchase.

Recently, though, photo editing is shifting back to all-in-one tools. Google purchased Nik Software and has been working its technology into 
Snapseed and Google Photos (though the Nik tools are still available for free; see “Google Gives Away Its Nik Collection Photo-editing Apps,” 
31 March 2016). And Macphun has released a new application, Luminar, that takes the technologies from its solo applications and combines them 
into one master tool. (Tonality and the other utilities remain for sale separately or bundled together as Macphun’s Creative Kit.)

Luminar is a bold bet intended to compete against Photoshop — still the biggest gorilla in the jungle for professionals and enthusiasts — while 
also beckoning those who haven’t yet moved on from Apple’s long-discontinued Aperture. Luminar is also trying to appeal to casual photographers 
who want more image editing capabilities than provided by Apple’s Photos. Plus, with its $69 price, Luminar hopes to appeal to the folks who don’t 
want to pay Adobe’s monthly or yearly subscription fee to 
use Photoshop.

Before we get into the details, though, indulge me in 
one quick declaration about its core capabilities: Luminar 
is more than capable as an image editor — it has all the 
adjustment controls for manipulating tone and color that 
you’d expect. Trying to cover them all in this article would 
bore us both. In my testing, none of Luminar’s edits were 
inconsistent with what you’d see when editing in other 
applications. The tools are all there; it’s what you do with 
them that makes a difference. If you want to compare 
features with Aperture, Lightroom, and Creative Kit, 
Macphun has created a handy chart.

What’s most interesting about Luminar is its approach 
to juggling all of those tools. Like other Macphun 
applications, Luminar prominently features presets for 
one-click editing. And for the individual tools, Luminar 
refers to everything as “filters” that exist in “workspaces.” 
Other editing applications also use that terminology, but 
Luminar’s execution sets it apart.

First, a disclaimer: In early 2016 I wrote a short guide 
for Macphun about its Aurora HDR application, which 
the company still gives away as part of purchasing bundles. 
I also contract with Adobe to produce tutorials and other 
educational materials.

Presets -- I tend to gloss over or outright ignore presets, 
probably because of how I learned to edit photos in other 
applications. I prefer digging into the adjustment controls 
to nudge a photo’s appearance so it’s closer to what I 
remember seeing when I captured it, rather than applying 
a preset that dramatically shifts the look of the image.

Some of Luminar’s 60 presets help with the kind of 
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nudging I like. Image Enhancer, for instance, acts as a general 
make-it-better button, while Sky Enhancer and Detailed address 
specific goals or fixes (pulling drama out of bland upper areas and 
sharpening soft images, respectively).

However, it’s increasingly common for photographers to want to 
apply stylized looks to photos. I often see Instagram photographers 
who have developed a signature look for all of their shots. The idea 
isn’t necessarily to reflect what was captured, but instead to evoke a 
mood, like adding a tinge of earth tones to every shot. Each of 
Luminar’s preset displays a preview of your image with the effect 
applied, so you get a sense of how it will affect the photo before you 
make a choice.

Applying a Luminar preset saves a lot of time adjusting the same 
settings for each image. The app’s six categories of presets — Basic, 
Street, Outdoor, Portrait, Travel, and Dramatic — are fine starting 
points, but it’s better to create your own based on your editing 
preferences. It’s easy to make new presets, share them with 
other Luminar users, and install presets others have created.

Editing with Filters -- One of the things I like about 
Luminar is that it’s relentlessly non-destructive. When editing 
photos, you don’t want to actually change the pixels in the 
original image, something older software did and many of 
Photoshop’s legacy controls still do. Non-destructive editing 
makes it easy both to revert to the original and start over and to 
change different aspects of what you’ve edited to that point. 
For example, if you increase the color temperature and then 
later increase the saturation, the photo could end up too warm. 
You can go back and lower the color temperature to balance 
the warmth while maintaining the saturated colors you want.

Luminar enables this flexibility by making nearly every 
adjustment a filter, from basic controls such as Tone to 
specialized ones like Adjustable Gradient, which manipulates 
several types of edits — exposure, contrast, vibrancy, and 
warmth — in the top and bottom areas of the frame. To use a 
particular editing effect, add a filter; the interface even explains 
what each effect does. You can also read more detail about each 
filter in Macphun’s documentation.

This approach isn’t unique; Lightroom has 
editing panels whose adjustments can be turned 
on and off, and Photos includes more 
adjustments than most people realize because 
they’re not initially visible in the Adjustments 
panel. Luminar takes the concept further by 
making almost everything a filter.

That leads to some interesting options. You 
can duplicate each filter, enabling you to stack 
multiple instances of an effect, or perhaps 
colorize two instances of the same effect with 
different hues. Filters can also have their own 
blend modes, something typically available only 
to layers. A blend mode applies the filter’s effect 
to a certain range of colors or tones. For 
example, the Multiply blend mode removes 
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white from the scene, darkening it dramatically without having to adjust the exposure.

One feature I miss is an easy Auto option for calculating the best adjustments to make a photo look good. This isn’t due to laziness on my part 
(though that’s sometimes true) but is because I’m curious about how the software thinks an image should look.

In Lightroom, I often click the Auto button in the Basic adjustments panel to establish a starting point for my editing. Sometimes the software 
overexposes a shot compared to what I’d prefer. I’ll then adjust the settings to my liking, or choose Edit > Undo and manually start from scratch.

The closest workaround in Luminar is to choose a preset such as Image Enhancer and work your way up from there. To the app’s credit, the 
Tone filter also includes a Smart Tone slider that performs some of these tasks. Perhaps I just need to retrain myself, but I’d find it helpful to have an 
Auto button on the Tone filter, or on any filter, for that matter.

Tools and Layers -- In addition to the filters, Luminar includes a 
handful of tools that perform specific actions. The Clone & Stamp 
tool, the Erase tool (which is like Photoshop’s content-aware 
technology), and the Denoise tool all operate like stand-alone 
modules, taking over the screen and presenting controls for just those 
actions.

When you finish making the edit, such as removing an object from 
a scene using the Erase tool, Luminar adds that edit as a new layer — 
yet another instance of non-destructive respect for the original image. 
As with layers in other applications, you can use layers in Luminar to 
build up effects, isolate edits to specific areas, and more.

  When a new layer is created, by a tool or by manually adding one, all of 
Luminar’s filters are available to it. For example, suppose you want to 
brighten just one area of a photo instead of the entire image. One way to 
do that would be to create a new adjustment layer (which affects the 

appearance of the layers below it) and add a filter such as Tone or 
Exposure. Next, you’d use the Radial Mask tool to drag an oval over 
the area you wish to highlight and click Invert so the adjustment is 
applying to the area within the circle. You could then add other filters 
to change the appearance.

Luminar supports the Touch Bar on the 2016 MacBook Pro. 
When using the Clone & Stamp tool, for instance, there’s a handy 
brush size slider in the Touch Bar, which is far more convenient than 
taking a mouse trip to the options bar 
and changing the size there. (You can 
also press the bracket keys to make the 
brush size larger or smaller, a faster 
method and a standard convention 
among many similar applications, but 
that’s not obvious to new users.) 
However, the size slider is not present 
when using the Brush Mask tool, which would be equally helpful, so it looks as though Touch Bar support isn’t yet complete.

Workspaces -- The final piece of Luminar’s editing experience is its Workspaces feature, which takes advantage of the modularity of filters to 
create collections of filters that you use regularly or in specific situations.

Not every photo needs every filter; if you’re working on a black-and-white image, why clutter the interface with Hue and Saturation controls? 
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Luminar offers workspaces for four common photo 
types, each of which includes filters you’d use for 
such an image: B & W, Landscape, Portrait, and 
Street. You can also set up Workspaces for 
convenience, such as by putting your preferred 
controls at the top of the Filters panel to reduce 
unnecessary scrolling.

Lightroom Plug-in and Photos Extension -- It’s 
worth calling out the fact that Luminar does not 
attempt to manage your photo library. I normally 
wouldn’t even bring that up, since Luminar is an 
editing application, but Macphun has said that a 
future update will add library management, too. If 
you’re accustomed to managing, opening, and 
editing photos in Lightroom or Photos, it feels 
almost archaic to edit image files in another app.

In the meantime, Luminar includes a plug-in that 
lets you use Lightroom’s Edit In command to send a 
copy of an image to the Luminar application. When 
you finish, the edited version shows up in your Lightroom library.

If you instead use Photos to manage your photo collection, you can take advantage of Luminar’s editing tools via a Photos extension. That loads 
Luminar inside the Photos interface and offers the 
same controls you’d find in the stand-alone 
application. When you save your changes, the 
extension applies the edits to the image in the 
Photos library.

Note that when you’re using either the Luminar 
plug-in for Lightroom or the Luminar editing 
extension in Photos, you can’t go back in and adjust 
your settings later. Both options create a final edited 
version of the photo. In Lightroom, the copy sits 
alongside the original in a stack (Lightroom’s 
method of grouping photos). In Photos, you can 
revert to the original and start over if you don’t like 
the result, or you can edit on top of the edited 
version.

Compare that to opening photos from the Finder 
and editing them directly in the Luminar 
application. In that situation, you can save the 
results as Luminar files that can optionally retain 
their edit history. You get more editing flexibility, but if you use Lightroom or Photos to manage your photos, you need to track those Luminar files 
(with an .lmnr filename extension) separately.

When Macphun delivers the update that adds image management (which so far isn’t pegged to a date, but is just a promise), you will, in theory, 
be able to go back and access the entire edit history for any photo in your library. That’s how Lightroom works now if you use its built-in editing 
tools.

All in One and One for All -- For pure convenience, having all the editing tools you want close at hand is better than reaching into every corner 
of your workshop to get them. Too often, when companies try to build all-in-one tools, the result is either lackluster or overcrowded.

Luminar strikes that delicate balance of including most everything you want in a photo editor without being overwhelming. It’s a powerful app 
that can also be picked up pretty easily by photographers looking for more than Photos offers without committing to (and paying for) the full 
capabilities of Photoshop.
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Michael’s Mac Tips
Keep your Wi-Fi yours alone

Create a Guest Account 
If you check your Wi-Fi menu at the top of your screen you will find that there are probably a bunch of possible networks for you 

to connect to. You will also notice that they are all locked and require a password in order to get access. There is a reason for that. 
You may not feel comfortable giving out your password and full access to your internet to every Tom, Dick and Harry that comes 

to the house. If you have teenagers you may especially not want your children's friends to have full unlimited access to your home 
internet account. Kids download the damnedest things and are no respecters of copy write or decorum when they have unlimited 
access to stuff that you may not want coming into your home and leaving cookies on 
your computer or a record with your ISP of dubious or protected content. The way 
to ensure that you do not lose control of your internet access is through secure 
passwords and through Guest Accounts. 

In order to have a guest account, you must have a router or modem that supports 
this feature. Not all do but if you Google “Setting up a Guest Account on 
__________” and fill in the blank with the make and model number of your router 
you will quickly find the relevant page if there is one. You will be presented with a 
link to a page like the one shown here at right. You may need to dig out the 
information booklet that came with your modem or router but if you can’t find it, 
the default information for logging into a device that has not been personalized is 
often “admin” with no capital letters for both the login name and the password, so 
give that a try. 

When you log in you will be taken to a 
“Status” page similar to but not identical to the 
one shown here at right: the appearance will vary 
but all of the feature tabs will be there, including, 

if you look carefully, and if this feature is 
available, a tab for “Guest Network”. 

Clicking on the “Guest network” tab from the 
the previous window will open up a page similar 
to what you see here: the Guest Network 

Here’s another thought if you are concerned 
about the security of your wireless network: All 
Wi-Fi routers usually have a set of four RJ-45 
ports on the back where you can plug in Ethernet 
cables so that if all of your devices are going to be 
used in the same room and within easy reach of 
the router they can be simply cabled in but many 
of the better routers Wi-Fi routers can be switched 
so that this is the ONLY way they can be used. 
Check the back of your router to see if there is a 
little button “Wireless On/Off”. With this 
button you can simply turn off your wireless 
network temporarily and continue to used the 
wired connections, thus effectively shutting out 
everything except the devices wired to it. 
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Wireless Settings. Again. your page will 
resemble this but may be laid out differently. 
Since our router has two channels, 2.4 GHz 
and 5 GHz I can create two guest net- works 
if I want to. 

The Guest Network must be given a 
network name (also known as the SSID) 
that is different from the home account, and 
if you want to restrict and control who can 
access it, its own wireless security password. 
You certainly do not want to leave this 
network open or everyone within range will 
be leeching onto your internet account. But 
there is more to it than that. By checking or 
unchecking the little blue box the guest 
network can be instantly turned off and on 
manually. 

The other feature that makes a guest 
account controllable is that it can be set (see 
picture) to operate to a pre-determined 
schedule. The guest access feature in your 
router can be left on all of the time or it can 
be set to come on only on specified days and 
only at a specified time and allowed to 
operate for a certain limited amount of time. 
Once all of these options are set to suit the 
way you want your guest network to 
operate, look for the Save button, usually at 
the bottom of the page. Once the changes 
are saved the router will open a dialog 
window just to say that it must be rebooted 
to make them effective. Click on Reboot and the router will 
shut down and go through its normal startup routine 
applying the changes as it goes.

All of these features are designed to make the guest 
network something you can control with a degree of 
confidence that you are not going to find your internet 
access being abused. The password to access the guest 
account can be changed in a few seconds and if you forget 
the password it is a simple operation to open up the 
window again to check it or change the password or even alter the name of the guest network if you desire. Its a good idea to 
bookmark the login page for your router if you suspect you will or might be coming back to access this feature. It should take less 
than a minute to enable this security feature and will take away the worry you might experience when visitors ask you how to access 
your wireless internet. And don’t forget to turn it off after your company leaves.

Michael Shaw 
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USPS.COM

Through the miracle of the internet it is 
theoretically possible to order stuff online 
from a store in far away American places like 
California or Florida and then watch your 
stuff while in transit as it progresses from 
there to your home in real time as it passes 
through the US Postal Service. This is only 
possible if the person who sends you the item 
gives you the USPS tracking number from 
where it is put into the system. Not every 
parcel gets a tracking number but it only 
costs a dollar or so to get this feature and it 
tracks the progress right up to and including 
delivery so it can be a really useful tool. 

There is a place on the USPS website 
where any interested party can insert the 
USPS tracking number and an email address 
and request an update for every time the 
parcel passes a node in any international 
postal outlet. 

As you can see from the picture at right, I 
watched the Mac OSX system disks I bought 
on eBay for this old MacBook as they went 
from the hands of the eBay Seller in Vista, 
CA on December 4th, 2015 through San 
Diego, CA and Jamaica, NY to the hands of 
our friends at Canada Customs by 
December 11th. After 20 hectic days here in 
Canada, the parcel went to Miami, FL for a 
week of rest and relaxation - and then on to 
West Palm Beach for a night of carousing 
before proceeding on to Louisville, KY. 
From Louisville, KY the next logical 
stop-over was back to Toronto, Canada on 
January 8, 2016, just to get my hopes up 
that it might be delivered in time for me to 
get the system disks before I had to leave on 
holidays, but it was just a tease. After an hour 
or so in Toronto, the parcel left Canada and 
went to Philadelphia, PA.

And then, naturally, on to Nottingham, in 
England, home of Robin Hood and Raleigh 
bicycles. At this point, I am beginning to 
become envious.... 

Michael Shaw 

Reprinted with permission from Michael Shaw - President and Newsletter Editor of the MaUsE User’s Group in Ontario Canada. 

http://www.mause.ca
http://www.mause.ca
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Large Electronics Banned on Some International Flights to the U.S. and UK -- The United States and United Kingdom have banned nearly all 
electronics larger than a phone from flights originating from several African and Middle Eastern countries. The ban will include carry-on laptops, 
tablets, electronic book readers, and cameras, but those devices will still be allowed in checked baggage. A U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
official told the BBC that the ban was based on “evaluated intelligence,” likely related to reports that Al Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula is trying to 
build bombs with little or no metal content to target commercial aircraft.

APFS explained; what you need to know for iOS 10.3 and macOS -- Recently released with the iOS 10.3 beta, APFS will soon replace your 
Apple device’s thirty year old file system. This means your Apple Watch, iPhone, iPad, Mac, and Apple TV will all see upgrades from the HFS+ 
system. Bringing in new optimization for the storage technologies of today, with encryption built-in as a primary feature, Apple File System will 
bring a slew of new benefits to users in 2017. Let’s go over what these changes are, and what you should expect out of your favorite apps and devices.

Apple Introduces (PRODUCT)RED iPhones, Doubles iPhone SE Storage -- Apple has released a new iPhone 7 color, doubled iPhone SE 
storage tiers, and rolled out new colors for iPhone cases and Apple Watch bands.

What Apple’s Purchase of Workflow Means for Automation -- Apple’s months-long saga involving automation has taken a twist with the 
company’s purchase of the popular iOS automation app Workflow.

Apple Replaces iPad Air 2 with New 9.7-inch iPad
by Josh Centers 

Apple has introduced a new, non-Pro 9.7-inch iPad to replace the iPad Air 2, fiddling with the specs slightly and dropping the price by $70. The 
new model is called just “iPad” again, but is officially dubbed “iPad (5th generation)” for support purposes.

It comes in silver, gold, and space gray colors, and is available with either 32 GB of storage for $329 or 128 GB for $429. Cellular models cost 
$459 for 32 GB of storage or $559 for 128 GB. It became available to order on 24 March 2017.

The new iPad measures 9.4 inches high by 6.6 inches wide by 0.29 inches deep (240 x 169.5 x 7.5 mm), which is almost the same as the iPad Air 
2, although it’s 1.4 mm thicker, which could pose a problem for some cases. The new iPad is also slightly heavier than the iPad Air 2 at 1.03 pounds 
(469 grams) for the Wi-Fi-only model; the corresponding iPad Air 2 weighed 0.96 pounds (437 grams).

While the iPad Air 2 featured an A8X processor, the new iPad boasts a faster A9 chip, the same processor used in the iPhone 6s. Unfortunately, it 
doesn’t have the A10 Fusion chip that powers the iPhone 7 or even the iPad Pro’s A9X.

The new iPad’s cameras are essentially the same as those in the iPad Air 2. The new model features an 8-megapixel f/2.4 aperture rear camera that 
can capture 1080p video at 30 frames per second — the only improvements we can see are Apple saying that the new model includes auto image 
stabilization and a hybrid IR filter, which should improve clarity and sharpness somewhat. The front-facing FaceTime HD camera captures 
1.2-megapixel photos with an f/2.2 aperture and 720p video. Like the iPad Air 2, the new iPad features stereo speakers, and yes, a 3.5 mm 
headphone jack.

While the new iPad’s screen is the same 2048-by-1536 resolution found in the iPad Air 2, it lacks the laminated display and anti-reflective coating 
that the iPad Air 2 used to reduce reflections and increase picture clarity. That alone may account for the $70 price drop.

You also shouldn’t expect to see any of the 9.7-inch iPad Pro’s niceties in the new iPad. It doesn’t feature the wide-color True Tone display, True 
Tone camera flash, Live Photos support, 4K video capture, or support for the Apple Pencil and Smart Connector accessories like the Smart 
Keyboard. However, the new iPad is nearly half the price of the equivalent 32 GB iPad Pro, which costs $599. We hope to see some 
announcements surrounding the iPad Pro line soon.

At $329, Apple has priced the new iPad aggressively; it’s even more attractive 
for the education market at $299. It’s also the new low-end iPad, now that 
Apple has dropped the $269 iPad mini 2. The iPad mini 4 remains available, 
but in only a single 128 GB storage tier for $399.

Nevertheless, we can’t see many people upgrading from an iPad Air 2 or 
even an iPad Air to this new iPad. The improvements just aren’t sufficiently 
compelling, as nice as the new model is as an entry-level iPad.

Tidbits
[Click on the blue titles to read the whole story]

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-39336518
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-39336518
https://9to5mac.com/2017/03/21/what-is-apples-upcoming-apfs-apple-file-system-and-what-it-means-to-you/
https://9to5mac.com/2017/03/21/what-is-apples-upcoming-apfs-apple-file-system-and-what-it-means-to-you/
https://9to5mac.com/2017/01/24/ios-10-3-beta-1-hands-on-video-find-my-airpods/
https://9to5mac.com/2017/01/24/ios-10-3-beta-1-hands-on-video-find-my-airpods/
http://tidbits.com/article/17122
http://tidbits.com/article/17122
http://tidbits.com/article/17127
http://tidbits.com/article/17127
https://twitter.com/bradleychambers/status/844212503643111424
https://twitter.com/bradleychambers/status/844212503643111424
http://www.apple.com/ipad-mini-4/
http://www.apple.com/ipad-mini-4/
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HOW TO FIND US
General meeting:
SMMUG General Meetings are held on the SECOND Monday of 
each month at Fire Station 14 located at 1875 Dublin Blvd (at the 
intersection of North Academy and Dublin). 

Directions:
From Academy, go east on Dublin and then turn right on 
the very first street. There is parking on the west and south 
sides of the Fire Station (with additional parking located to 
the north and further west of the Fire Station). The entrance 
is on the west side of the building.

Smoking is not permitted on the premises. 

Sig meeting:
The SIG Meetings are held on the SECOND Saturday of each month at Fire Station #18’s meeting room - located at: 6830 Hadler View 
[the fire station is behind Walgreens]. 

Directions:
#1) Take I-25 to Garden of the Gods Rd (head west), turn right on Centennial, left on Flying W Ranch Rd., right on Hadler View.
#2) (This route is bumpier and probably not the best for winter travel) Take I-25 to E. Woodman/W. Rockrimmon Blvd., turn right on Vindicator 
(at the Safeway intersection), and then right on Hadler View.



28

Membership Application Form
Membership entitles you to access to our online forums, participation in prize drawings, and access to the 
bargains in the members area of the SMMUG website at www. smmug.org. SMMUG renewal membership dues 
($30) apply to the calendar year and are paid each December for the following year. Use the following table for 
NEW MEMBERSHIP ONLY:

 JAN 1 to MAR 31 - $30.00  APR 1 to JUN 30 - $20.00
 JUL 1 to SEPT 30 - $15.00  OCT 1 to DEC 31 - $10.00

Please Print Clearly!     Today’s Date 

Name
 Street Address

 City/State/ZIP
 Home Telephone

 E-mail Address
Have you previously been a member of SMMUG?
How did you learn about SMMUG?

Make your check payable to:  SMMUG  
Then mail or give this form and your check to:

SMMUG, Inc. 
Skip Mundy, Treasurer   
PO Box 62741 
Colorado Springs, CO   80962 

Please make an online account for me.
User Name _______________

Don’t make an online account for me. 
I do not want one or I already have 

Business Telephone 

About Us

The Silicon Mountain Macintosh User Group, Inc. (a nonprofit educational corporation) was formed in Colorado Springs, 
Colorado in 1985, and is one of the oldest Macintosh User Groups in the United States. SMMUG, Inc. is dedicated to helping 
members enjoy and learn about their Macintosh computer, iPhone and iPad devices.

Club membership is open to everyone and you are cordially invited to visit our free monthly General Meeting on the second 
Monday of each month, at 7:00 PM. For those new to the Macintosh, we have a Question & Answer session at 6:00 PM, where 
our collective expertise can help answer your questions. 

All members receive a monthly newsletter, published on our web site, see great reviews of software and hardware, or can 
participate in the monthly door prize drawing. Each member gets one vote during annual Officer Elections. No corporate 
memberships are granted.

Our officers are volunteers and receive no pay. All funds raised are used for the cost of operating the club and its meetings.

http://www.smmug.org
http://www.smmug.org

