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FotoMagico is a multimedia slideshow creation application. The resulting slideshows can contain photos, videos, music, and text. Using 
FotoMagico, you can:
• Create stunning slideshow presentations.
• Use photos from Adobe Lightroom, Aperture, Photos, iPhoto library or any folder on a local drive.
• Add videos to your slideshow. Many common video formats are supported by FotoMagico.
• Use music and sound effects from your iTunes library to create an appropriate atmosphere for your slideshow (FYI: DRM protected audio files 

cannot be used. If you want to use these files, the FotoMagico Manual advises burning them to a DVD (to strip away the DRM protection) and 
then import them into iTunes and ultimately into FotoMagico).

• Animate your photos using Pan & Zoom. This type of animation is also known as the Ken Burns effect.
• Zoom, move, and rotate the images to highlight the most important areas of your photos.
• Add titles to your slideshow to create a compelling narrative.
• Record narration directly in FotoMagico while your slideshow is playing.
• Precisely control timing and other details of your slideshow.
• Control your slideshows interactively during playback.
• Share your slideshows with others in a variety of formats.

FotoMagico 5 sports a new darker interface than its predecessor (it seems more and more programs are going to the darker look), but you can still 
switch back if you prefer the old lighter look. 

When you first open FotoMagico you are presented with the main window that is divided into four different parts:
At the bottom of the window is the Storyboard and Timeline  - though it can only display one view at a time. The Storyboard and Timeline 

views have a header, one or more visual tracks, and up to 3 audio tracks (for: Music, Narration, and Sound effects). The Storyboard view is generally 
used for adding and rearranging the images, movies, audio, and Snippets (more about these later) that you want in the slideshow. The Timeline view 
is useful for editing audio and fine-tuning the duration of slides and transitions. FYI: FotoMagico comes with twenty transitions that you can place 
between your slides: Cut, Fade, Dissolve, Linear Wipe, Circular Wipe, Angular Wipe, Slide, Push, Twirl, Zoom, Aperture, Flash, Flip, Blinds, 
Cube, Shuffle, Topple, Thumb 
Through, Pixelate, and Broken TV. 
In addition to selecting the transition 
type, you can also set the duration of 
the transitions. 

You can create and edit your 
slideshow in the Storyboard and 
Timeline views and both views do 
perform most of the same functions. 
Though some tasks are easier to 
achieve in one view than the other.  

Above the Storyboard is the 
Toolbar with buttons for the most 
commonly used features: The 
Storyboard/Timeline toggle button, 
Rewind, Play, and Forward buttons, 
along with Add a Blank Slide, and 
Add a Title. 

Besides the Storyboard view that 
shows large thumbnails of your 
inserted media, there is also a 
Timeline view. As with timelines in 
video editors, you can grab the ends 
of your stills or videos and drag them 
to shorten or lengthen the time they 
will be viewed when the slideshow is 

This is FotoMagico’s main window which shows an animation (Pan & Zoom) applied to the slide of 
an old race car. It also shows the Storyboard View at the bottom of the window which contains all of 

the slides plus the audio bar below the slides.



played.
Above the Toolbar is the 

Stage which displays your 
selected slide. If you turn 
animation on for a slide, the 
Stage will change from a 
single image to a double 
image. The image on the 
left is the Start of the 
animation and the image on 
the right is the Finish (end) 
of the animation. The Stage 
also has two scroll wheels: 
the first wheel sets the 
amount of zoom and the 
second wheel sets the 
rotation of your slide. So 
rather than just showing 
static slides one after another 
you can Pan & Zoom your 
slides. What this means is 
that you can zoom in on 
any part of your picture or 
scroll up and down or right 
and left (similar to the “Ken Burns effect”). Examples: 1) The zooming in feature is great for pointing out something in your photo. 2) The Planing 
feature is great for viewing panoramas. Rather than seeing a long thin (hard to see) panorama with the black bars above and below, you can zoom in 
and fill the screen with one side/end of the panorama and then slowly pan to the other side of the panorama. This makes it much easier to view the 
whole panorama. I found this very helpful with my camera that can take 120, 180 and 360 degree panoramas (each time the height of the 
panorama is reduced). 3) You have a slide of text that you would like to scroll from the bottom of the screen to the top (like you see in movie or TV 
credits that scroll up the screen). This can be done by moving the slide/photo down so that nothing shows in the Start window. Then you move the 
Finish photo up until you either see the last line of text or a blank screen. When you preview your animation/pan effect you will see the text slowly 
scroll up your screen. I say slowly, but there is an option to set how long the Pan will take (basically, however long you set the duration of the slide is 
how long it will take to accomplish the Pan).

Each slide can only have one Pan & Zoom effect. So you can zoom in and 
pan over to a corner on a slide, but you can’t zoom in and then out on the same 
slide. But all is not lost since all you have to do is duplicate your slide, copy the 
finished zoom’s geometry (its size and location), and then paste it into the 
beginning of the second duplicate slide. Then set a new Pan & Zoom effect.

Not too long ago I returned from a vacation where I took a lot of photos at 
museums, etc. I could hardly wait until I returned home to see how I could use 
FotoMagico to spruce up these photos. My first try was on a statue that I took 
pictures from four different angles. In FotoMagico, I started with an establishing 
shot of the front of the whole statue. I next turned on the Pan & Zoom effect 
and zoomed in on its face (in the “Finish” picture). Since you can only do one 
effect per slide, I duplicated the first slide and copied it’s “Finish” geometry to the 
second slide’s “Start” picture. Then I had FotoMagico slowly pan down to the 
statue’s feet. I repeated this process for each of the four sides. When previewed, it 
looks like I used a camcorder to pan up and down each side of the statue. And 
since I copied the geometry between slides it was a seamless transition between 
slides - no jumps because the photos match perfectly.

The fourth part of the FotoMagico window is the Sidebar. The sidebar has five Tabs/Panels:
1. The Image Panel lets you browse your hard drive for your images plus it gives you quick access to your iPhoto, Photos, Aperture, and 

Lightroom libraries. 

The Timeline View depicts the slides as rectangular bars with the width of each being proportional to the slide’s 
duration. Notice all of the stacked titles above the rectangular slides and the audio waveform below them.

“Audio Marker Assistant” lets you add audio markers to 
synchronize your slides with your audio (usually to the beat 

of the music).



2. The Movies panel lets you browse for and select movies and video clips that you have stored in other 
libraries on your computer. 

3. The Audio Panel lets you browse for and select audio clips that you have stored on your computer. It 
also gives you quick access to the songs and sound effects in your iTunes library.

4. The Snippets panel (which is new in FotoMagico 5) contains a group of pre-built: Intros, Titles, 
Stories, Split-screens, Effects, Credits, and Music. It even gives you the option to download 
additional Snippets (for free) from the Boinx web site. FYI: According to the Apple Store 
FotoMagico product definition: “Music Snippets keep you out of copyright troubles by providing 
free to use CC licensed music and the proper attribution”.

5. The Options Panel lets you change the settings of your images. You can fine-tune animations, or 
change the color tint, saturation, and lightness of an photo. The Options Panel also lets you change 
the settings of your movies, such as, control the movie’s volume or enable Ducking (which lowers 
the volume of audio tracks - such as reducing the volume of the music track while your narration is 
playing). 

If you wish, you can have FotoMagico place a watermark overlay (e.g. a copyright message or 
company logo) on your slides.

There may be times when you want a starting title page or you may want to add a title to a slide. Rather than having to go to a graphics program 
to add the text to you photo, your can create your titles from within FotoMagico. First off there is a “Blank Slide” button that lets you place a blank 
slide anywhere within your slideshow. Secondly, there is an “Add Title” button that lets you add a title to any slide-including the blank slide that you 
previously created. Standard font tools are available for customizing your title’s font.

If you don’t want to narrate your slideshow during a live presentation then you may choose to add a narration audio track to your slides. The 
“Record Narration Assistant” window lets you choose the source (microphone), the Input Level (volume), the start and stop recording, etc.

You can have FotoMagico create “Chapters” to break up long slideshows into smaller, more manageable parts. Chapters can be collapsed or 
expanded in the Storyboard. This is helpful when navigating back and forth while creating or editing your slideshow. So to speed things up, you can 
collapse the chapters that you aren’t currently working on. 

FotoMagico’s “Audio Marker Assistant” lets you add audio markers to synchronize your slides with your audio (usually to the beat of the music). 
The Audio Marker Assistant has two tabs that you can choose from: “Periodic Markers” and “Custom Markers”. Each is optimized for different 
situations. The Periodic Markers are best suited for songs with a regular beat like rock, pop, or dance music. The Custom Markers are used if your 
music doesn't have a regular beat, or if it changes tempo several times. In these instances, you can create your markers “by ear”.

If you have two monitors or screens connected to a Mac and your Mac has enough horsepower, you can use FotoMagico’s Teleprompter feature 
when you make a live slideshow presentation. This means you can have the text of your presentation shown on one screen while your slides are 
shown to your audience on another screen or projector.

Once your slideshow is complete, the Share menu gives you 9 sharing/export options: Standalone Player (this provides the best image 
quality), YouTube, Vimeo, iPhone, iPad, AppleTV, DVD, ProRes Video, and QuickTime.

For more FotoMagico 5 options, please go to the FotoMagico 5 Tech specs web page.
There are two versions of FotoMagico - a Standard and a Pro version. Go to the FotoMagico Purchase web page to see a comparison between 

the two versions to see which version best suits your needs.
The Skinny

Evaluation: The user interface is uncomplicated and easy to use. I have owned FotoMagico for years. I love using it to pan from side to side (or top 
to bottom) the panoramas that I take. It makes it look like they were originally videos rather than stills. Gone are the days of the static, picture after 
picture slideshows. Now my slideshows can have movement and sound and even include movies and narration.   

Requires: 
• Mac OS X 10.10 or higher
• 64bit Intel processor, with 8GB RAM or more
• A graphics card with a minimum of 512MB video memory (or more)
•Recommended: a SSD instead f a regular hard drive.

Company: Boinx Software 

Street Price: FotoMagico 5  $49.99
                      FotoMagico 5 Pro $99.99

  
Available demo  

You can record narration directly in 
FotoMagico while your slideshow is 

playing.
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