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Why Apple Defends Encryption
by  Rich Mogull

The Intercept recently reported that Apple CEO Tim Cook, in a private meeting with White House 
officials and other technology leaders, criticized the federal government’s stance on encryption and 
technology back doors (see “Tim Cook Confronts the White House Over Encryption,” 14 January 
2016). As it was a private meeting, we don’t know exactly what happened, and The Intercept is 
admittedly biased on this issue, but such statements would certainly align with Cook’s previous public 
positions. This is just the latest of Apple’s spats with the U.S. government over encryption — I first wrote 
about them in “Apple and Google Spark Civil Rights Debate” (10 October 2014).

Cook’s dustup with the White House prompted Daring Fireball’s John Gruber to ask:
This came up during last night’s Republican primary debate — not about tech companies refusing to 

allow backdoors in encryption systems, but about Apple specifically. Tim Cook is right, and encryption 
and privacy experts are all on his side, but where are the other leaders of major U.S. companies? Where is 
Larry Page? Satya Nadella? Mark Zuckerberg? Jack Dorsey? I hear crickets chirping.

These aren’t nebulous questions from privacy activists or Apple enthusiasts. We are in the midst of 
fundamentally redefining the relationship between governments and citizens in the face of technological 
upheavals in human communications. Other technology leaders are relatively quiet on the issue because 
they lack the ground to stand on. Not due to personal preferences or business compromises, but because 
of their business models, and lack of demand from us, their customers.

(Apologies to our international readers, but this article is U.S.-centric since the issues vary depending on 
where you live. That said, a number of other governments, like those of the UK and France, are dealing 
with exactly the same situation.)

Why Governments Want to Read Your Mind -- When we talk about encryption and privacy from 
government surveillance, we’re really discussing three separate, but related, issues:

• Our right to use technology that keeps our data and activity private from law enforcement agencies.
• The legal right and capability of our intelligence agencies to monitor our online activities and 
communications.
• Intelligence and law enforcement agencies either mandating or creating (legal or not) “back door” 
access mechanisms in commercial products and services to monitor activity.
Encryption plays a massive role in each of these issues, but it’s only part of the story.
Civilian law enforcement agencies that serve “the law,” not government leaders, are actually a relatively 

recent development in the history of the world. The concept is “policing by consent,” which comes from 
the Peelian Principles of policing. Law enforcement is separate from the military and from intelligence 
agencies. We give police extraordinary, but not unlimited, powers to allow them to enforce the law and 
protect citizens. In the United States, multiple agencies at multiple levels (local, state, and federal) 
interoperate with the judiciary to create a series of checks and balances on power.

In America, law enforcement agencies at all levels have a long history of accessing personal information 
as part of their investigations. Police are accustomed to obtaining evidence from nearly any source, with 
the appropriate legal authority, via a process called “lawful access.” The police can crack a safe, tap your 
phone, read your mail, access your financial records, and more, as long as they have the right authority. 
That may require asking a judge for a warrant (to read your physical mail); in other situations, the 
information is available using techniques with lower evidentiary standards (tracking your car with GPS, 
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SIG NEWS

The Saturday SMMUG Special Interest Group 
(SIG) will meet from 10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon, 
Saturday, February 13, 2016, in the Fire Station 
18’s meeting room at: 6830 Hadler View (a map is 
located at the end of this newsletter). The meeting 
will be divided in to two parts.

The First part starting at 10:00 will focus on iOS, 
helping everyone become both comfortable and 
proficient with their iPhone, iPad, and iPod 
mobile devices. Starting at 11:00 we will focus on 
the Apple’s Calendar.

All are invited, but new users are especially 
en-courage to attend this free meeting. Bring your 
tips and tricks, questions and suggestions. 

For more information about Special Interest 
Groups (SIGs), go to the SMMUG website.

Scan this QR code to be taken to our 
SMMUG web site

ADVERTISING
You can advertise your business or service 
through the Silicon Summit.

RATES 
Per inch   $10
Quarter page   $15 
Half page   $25 
Full page   $50 
Insert                  $15

A 10% discount is applied for ads that 
run two or more months, except for 

inserts.

Sponsor ing Membersh ips a re a l so 
available to merchants who want to see 
their business name and address listed on 
the front page. Sponsoring Memberships 
are $100 for one year.

MEETING DATES
 

Our regular monthly meetings are on the FIRST 
Tuesday of every month. Upcoming meeting 
dates are as follows:

February 8, 2016
March 14, 2016
April 11, 2016
May 9, 2016

June 13, 2016
July 11, 2016

August 8, 2016
September 12, 2016
October 10, 2016

November 7, 2016*
December 12, 2016

*Meeting changed to the first week of Nov.

                                                                              

MISSED AN ISSUE?

You can find the previous issues of the 
Silicon Summit posted in PDF format at 
the SMMUG website.

THIS MONTH AT SMMUG

February 8, 2016
6:00 Q&A Session
6:45 Networking Break
7:00 Backing up your data by Mark 

Pimentel & Mike Marus
8:00 Adjourn
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Announcements

REMINDER: NEW GENERAL MEETING LOCATION STARTING IN FEBRUARY!!!
Due to the problems we have been having with the 
(previous and future) cancellations of the Penrose 
Carnegie meeting room, a new (free) location has been 
located and booked for all of 2016, starting in February. 
It is at Fire Station 14 located at 1875 Dublin Blvd. This 
is at the intersection of North Academy and Dublin 
(behind the Spa store). Please refer to the maps for 
directions. 

Fire Station 14 has a nice size meeting room and it is very 
easy to get to e.g. from Academy, go east on Dublin and 
then turn right on the very first street. There is parking on 
the west and south sides of the Fire Station, plus two 
other places signified by the “2” and “3” on the bottom 
map. The dotted red line shows the location of the 
entrance.

The General Meeting date has been 
changed to the SECOND MONDAY 
of the month starting in February. 

FYI: The SIG Meeting’s location and 
week of the month has NOT 
changed.

February Door Prize
• Western Digital external hard drive for 

backups

Club News
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since public movements are… public). Regardless, all these situations are within the framework of the law. There are even laws that mandate 
telecommunications companies create back doors for lawful access.

The problem for the police is that new technologies block their ability to access information they need (or at least think they need) to do their job. 
Mobile phones, for example, have become one of the best information sources in law enforcement history since they consolidate a suspect’s 
communications and personal data into one tidy package. Sure, police can get texts, call, and location histories through a phone carrier, but it’s much 
faster and easier to pull it from the phone, which also likely contains Facebook posts, encrypted iMessages, email conversations, and a lot more.

This is the first time in history we have civilian communications and information storage devices that law enforcement can’t access, even with a 
warrant. That’s a slight exaggeration, since you can be compelled to unlock your phone (your passcode can’t be tortured out of you, but a judge can 
toss you in jail until you give it up). And as I said, most — but not all — of the information on a phone is typically available in other places, but 
getting it elsewhere is far more time consuming than looking on the phone.

Law enforcement officers see strong encryption as a tool that impedes their ability to do their job, using tools they have never previously been 
denied.

Intelligence agencies are different. They aren’t supposed to monitor U.S. citizens (except for a few very narrow exceptions). Even the bulk data 
collection that’s come to light in recent years has limits and is predominantly focused on monitoring foreign communications, including those into 
and out of the United States. Intelligence agencies don’t enforce the law, they spy, on other nations and potential threats. But in recent decades 
they’ve faced a massive legal and logistical problem — a large portion of the technology they need to use relies on products and services that originate 
in the United States.

If intelligence agencies need to tap bad guy email communications in Europe, they often need to crack into the likes of Google, Microsoft, and 
other services. Or at least tap them internationally, since they are explicitly not allowed to tap domestically. But as those who understand how the 
Internet works know, the lines between domestic and international aren’t always clear.

And “tap” is a misnomer. Technology companies use encryption to protect information and transactions from attackers. That same encryption is 
powerful enough to impede intelligence agencies, or at least increase the costs for them to crack it. So they may know about some software 
vulnerabilities that let them break into systems. Or maybe they look at putting in a secret “back door.” Except there are no secrets, and every back 
door is a security vulnerability just waiting to be exploited. Plus, deliberately introducing vulnerabilities or back doors in domestic systems is not 
only likely a violation of law, but also of the policies and operating procedures of the intelligence agencies themselves.

Both law enforcement and intelligence agencies face the same fundamental problem. Any tool that enables lawful access also enables unlawful 
access. There are no Golden Keys, only skeleton keys.

Thus:
• While we have a legal right not to incriminate ourselves to law enforcement, law enforcement has historically had access to anything we have 
ever recorded or communicated. Until now.
• Intelligence agencies are tasked with spying on foreigners in order to protect us, but the lines between “foreign” and “domestic” are blurrier than 
ever.
• Back door access for law enforcement (and, sometimes, intelligence agencies) has previously been legally mandated. But every back door is not 
only a vulnerability, but also potentially a tool for abuse, from criminals or hostile governments.
To top it all off, existing laws in many of these areas are often unclear or obsolete, at a time when the ability to access our devices and services is 

effectively akin to reading our minds. These fights over our online rights are fundamentally redefining the relationship between citizens and 
governments.

Why Apple Takes a Stance Where Others Don’t -- Apple is far from the first company to find itself in government crosshairs. BlackBerry, for 
example, was forced to decrypt communications for the Indian government in 2010 or shut down operations in the country. Those same tools 
have since expanded and are used in other countries to monitor BlackBerry devices.

Let’s go back to Gruber’s list: Google, Microsoft, Facebook, and Twitter. I’ll add Amazon and Samsung. In each case, these companies’ business 
models don’t give them the same freedom to speak out as Apple enjoys.

Google is fundamentally an advertising company that collects data on its users. That information can’t be encrypted so only the user can see it, 
since that would prevent Google from accessing it and using it for targeted advertising. Even removing the ad issue, some of Google’s services 
fundamentally won’t work without Google having access to the underlying data. Google is taking a stronger stance with Android encryption, at least 
on the technology side (slowly, because Google doesn’t control most Android hardware). But Google isn’t vocal about this since all its data is 
accessible with a warrant. It isn’t in the company’s interest to call attention to this fact. However, I do know that Google does whatever it can to 
prevent spying and other monitoring, such as encrypting all communications between its data centers.

Microsoft is fundamentally a software company. The firm already offers strong encryption for PCs (BitLocker), but it isn’t consumer friendly and 
Microsoft owns only a tiny fraction of the mobile market. Its biggest customers, corporations and governments, are long used to monitoring 
Microsoft platforms for legitimate enterprise security reasons. Of all the companies here, Microsoft is in the best position to back up Apple, but 
Microsoft has such a long history of working with, and selling to, government that the company shies away from public conflict on this issue. 
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Outside of the public eye, Microsoft is currently being held in contempt of court as the company battles the Department of Justice to protect user 
data stored overseas in a case that could define the future of cloud computing.

Facebook and Twitter? All data in social networks is accessible via lawful access (heck, most of it is effectively public anyway). Like Google, these 
companies are essentially ad platforms that need access to our data. While Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg and Twitter CEO Jack Dorsey may 
support strong encryption as individuals, there isn’t anything their companies can do about it on a practical level. Amazon? It doesn’t sell the 
hardware that matters, and as primarily a retailer, it isn’t in a position to do or say anything that will make a difference. (The exception is in Amazon 
Web Services, which makes extensive use of encryption, including government-proof options.) Samsung? Samsung is a foreign company that the 
U.S. government would be unlikely to take seriously.

Massive tech companies like Cisco, IBM, Oracle, and even HP simply aren’t in the right part of the market to advocate on behalf of consumers, 
even if they wanted to. And like Microsoft, they have a lot of government contracts.

All these companies place a high priority on the security of their products and services, but, for the most part, they can’t build things that allow us 
to control our information and keep it private.

And again, to be perfectly clear, any time you enable monitoring, you reduce privacy and security. Every back door is a security vulnerability. This 
is the technology equivalent to a law of physics, not some technical problem we haven’t solved yet.

Apple is nearly unique among technology firms in that it’s high profile, has revenue lines that don’t rely on compromising privacy, and sells 
products that are squarely in the crosshairs of the encryption debate. Because of this, everything Apple says about encryption comes from a highly 
defensible position, especially now that the company is dropping its iAd App Network.

Not everything Apple makes is immune from monitoring. The company must still comply with government requests for data that can’t be 
encrypted and lives on Apple servers, particularly for services like iCloud Mail, iCloud Drive, and iCloud Photo Library, all of which are subject to 
lawful access. Wherever possible, Apple uses strong encryption that even it can’t access, as long as the technologies and user experience align.

And Apple, like most of these companies, only provides data when all the right legal boxes are checked. To do otherwise would expose the 
company to lawsuits.

There’s probably even more to Apple’s stance on encryption than the company’s business model and desire to promote a competitive advantage. 
My opinion, without having ever talked with Tim Cook, is that this is at least partially social activism on his part. I suspect that this is an issue he 
cares about personally, and he has the soapbox of one of the most powerful and popular companies in the world under his feet.

We can hope that Larry Page, Satya Nadella, Mark Zuckerberg, Jack Dorsey, Jeff Bezos, and other tech CEOs will someday also speak out on 
these issues. But their personal feelings aside, they aren’t in the same position as Tim Cook and Apple to take a stand.

Now is the time when we get to decide if we have a right to privacy and security, and the limits of our government for the digital age. It won’t 
happen because of public statements by tech leaders. No, it’s up to us to make our opinions about online privacy and security known to our elected 
representatives, in order to determine the limits of policing (and protecting) by consent.

In fact, you have an opportunity to weigh in right now. A bill has been introduced in New York State that would ban the sale of smartphones 
within the state unless they can be decrypted and unlocked by the manufacturer. It’s astonishingly misguided, and for those who want to express 
their disbelief that elected representatives could be so ignorant of technology (and geography), you can set up an account with the New York State 
Senate, vote against it, and even leave comments. The state of California has introduced an equally asinine law, though there isn’t any sort of 
feedback mechanism other than contacting your state representative.

Then, just sit back and wait for the next ignorant statement or misguided piece of legislation, because these issues aren’t going to be resolved easily, 
quickly, or definitively.

http://www.theregister.co.uk/2014/09/10/microsoft_contempt_of_court/
http://www.theregister.co.uk/2014/09/10/microsoft_contempt_of_court/
http://www.sanspoint.com/archives/2015/07/30/apple-privacy-and-tim-cooks-homosexuality/
http://www.sanspoint.com/archives/2015/07/30/apple-privacy-and-tim-cooks-homosexuality/
http://www.sanspoint.com/archives/2015/07/30/apple-privacy-and-tim-cooks-homosexuality/
http://www.sanspoint.com/archives/2015/07/30/apple-privacy-and-tim-cooks-homosexuality/
http://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2015/a8093
http://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2015/a8093
http://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2015/a8093
http://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2015/a8093
http://www.zdnet.com/article/apple-iphone-ban-california-wants-to-outlaw-encrypted-smartphones-sale/
http://www.zdnet.com/article/apple-iphone-ban-california-wants-to-outlaw-encrypted-smartphones-sale/


6

DOOR PRIZE WINNERS

For The January 2016 Meeting
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Can’t wait for the next newsletter to see what the guys and gals at Joy of Tech are up to? Then simply go on over to their 
website and see past and current cartoons and other things

http://www.joyoftech.com/joyoftech/
http://www.joyoftech.com/joyoftech/
http://www.joyoftech.com/joyoftech/
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iPhone, iPad, & AppleWatch 
Beware Nasty Auto-Download Music Bug in iOS 9

by Kirk McElhearn 
Apple Music, iCloud Music Library, and iTunes have plenty of problems already, but this latest bug is proving costly. Many iCloud Music 

Library and iTunes Match users are finding that, when they add their own music to their cloud libraries (as opposed to adding tracks from the Apple 
Music library), these songs automatically download to iOS devices linked to their accounts. If you have a lot of music and that download happens 
over a cellular data connection, it could get expensive.

I use a test library for Apple Music, on my MacBook, that links to my iPad and iPod touch. (My main library syncs to my iPhone via USB 
because I don’t trust it to the cloud.) I first spotted this issue a week ago, when I saw that 4 GB of music that I had added to my test iCloud Music 
Library had appeared on both my iPad and my iPod touch without my choosing to download it. Since the music downloaded locally over Wi-Fi, it 
had no effect on my mobile phone bill. However, other users have reported costly data overages on their iPhones, as new music has eaten up their 
monthly allowances. And even for those people with very large or unlimited data plans, downloading a lot of music could drain your battery at an 
inopportune time.

If you use Apple Music or iTunes Match, and 
add music manually to your library, you should 
protect yourself against surprises on your phone bill. 
Go to Settings > Music and turn off Use Cellular 
Data under Streaming & Downloads. Many people 
have left this option on in the past, in order to be 
able to grab an album from the cloud from time to 
time, or to stream Apple Music. My advice is to 
leave the setting off until Apple fixes this bug, and 
turn it on temporarily for those specific purposes.

If you’re perturbed by the amount of space that’s 
being occupied by this automatically downloaded 
music on your device, you can recover space. Go to 
Settings > General > Storage & iCloud Usage. 
Under the Storage header, tap Manage Storage, and 
then Music. You can swipe All Songs from right to 
left to delete all locally stored music, or you can 
delete the music for particular artists in the same 
way.

One user posted a comment to the article on 
my Web site explaining how he was able to stop 
these downloads from happening. It’s a multi-step 
process that involves unlinking the device from 
iTunes in the Cloud, and performing some other 
operations. I haven’t tested it, so try it at your own 
risk.

I’ve filed a bug report with Apple, and the iTunes 
engineers have contacted me to collect log 
information from my devices. I hope they get to the 
bottom of this bug soon, although it still exists in 
the beta of iOS 9.3. For me it was just an 
annoyance, but it’s hitting many other people 
directly in the wallet.
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Apple Recalls Some International Wall Plug Adapters
by Josh Centers 

Apple has issued a recall for some two-prong wall plug adapters designed for use in Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Continental Europe, Korea, and 
New Zealand. (See, international readers — it’s not all about the United States!) These adapters shipped from 2003 to 2015 with various Apple 
devices. The danger is that the prongs may break off and create an electric shock risk.

To be clear, we’re not talking about the entire AC adapter for Apple’s notebook computers and iOS 
devices — just the small removable portion that plugs into the wall outlet. Nor does this recall affect corded 
wall plug adapters — just the short, rectangular two-pronged adapters.

To see if your wall plug adapter is covered by the recall, slide it out and look at the slot on the underside of 
the adapter. Recalled adapters have a four- or five-digit code stamped into the slot, or no characters at all. 
Newer power adapters, which are not affected by the recall, have a three-letter regional code (ARG, AUS, 
BRA, EUR, or KOR) printed in the slot.

  To exchange the wall plug adapter, 
you’ll either need to schedule an 
appointment with your nearest 
Genius Bar or contact Apple 
Support. Either way, you can start 
the process at Apple’s support 
portal. Apple needs to verify the 
serial number for the Mac or iOS 
device that goes with the power 
adapter, so look for that in advance.

Four Alternatives to iCloud Photos on the Apple TV
by Josh Centers

I was recently updating the photos chapter of my upcoming second edition of “Take Control of Apple TV,” and I was disappointed with the 
Photos app on the fourth-generation Apple TV. It works, but offers no functional improvements over the iCloud Photos app on the previous Apple 
TV.

Photos on the Apple TV supports only two Apple services: My Photo Stream and iCloud Photo Sharing. Strangely, it omits Apple’s newer and 
much-touted iCloud Photo Library (it’s reportedly coming in the next major software update). Some have explained this by saying that you don’t 
want every photo you take to appear on your Apple TV. That’s somewhat true, since many of us take a lot of random photos with our iPhones. But 
if that’s the case, why does Apple include Photo Stream, which does much the same thing? And iCloud Photo Sharing works fine (we use it to share 
photos of our son with friends), but people outside the Apple ecosystem can only view photos, not add their own.

Of course, using the iOS Photos app in conjunction with AirPlay is always an option for displaying your photos on the Apple TV, but that 
requires you to keep the app open and do everything from the iOS device. (If you receive a text message and switch over to Messages, your photos 
vanish from the TV.) AirPlay is a good solution for ad hoc slideshows, but it’s less than ideal for showing off large collections of photos.

Thankfully, since developers can now write apps for the Apple TV, there are alternatives that can display photos on your Apple TV. Here are the 
most promising apps I’ve discovered so far, all of which are free for basic usage.

Bundle -- The Bundle app focuses on automatically sorting the photos from your Camera Roll into “bundles,” a fancy name for albums. The 
iOS version of Bundle won me over right away with its 1Password integration at the login screen. In less than a minute, I was able to tap the 
1Password button, create a new login for Bundle in 1Password, generate a secure password, and start using the app.

Bundle takes the work out of creating photo albums, starting with the setup wizard, which helps you create your first bundle. The first time 
around, it picked up all the photos I took at Macworld/iWorld 2014. Another try found all my wedding photos. You can also choose to protect each 

Macs & Mac Hardware

http://www.apple.com/support/ac-wallplug-adapter/
http://www.apple.com/support/ac-wallplug-adapter/
https://getsupport.apple.com/
https://getsupport.apple.com/
https://getsupport.apple.com/
https://getsupport.apple.com/
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT204308
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT204308
http://tid.bl.it/tco-apple-tv-tidbits
http://tid.bl.it/tco-apple-tv-tidbits
https://bundleapp.co/
https://bundleapp.co/
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bundle with Touch ID.

Once set up, Bundle displays your bundles in the Bundles tab. You 
can create new bundles by hand, but the Assistant tab automatically 
groups related photos together so you can create new bundles with a 
few taps.

Bundles and individual photos can be shared via a URL, but you 
can also invite friends and family to your bundle so they can add their 
own pictures of an event to complete the story.

The Apple TV app isn’t as good as the iOS app. It’s bare bones, 
simply displaying the bundles and photos within. But in my testing, it 
didn’t even succeed there. The main screen showed three bundles: 
Macworld 2014, Wedding, and a blank Test bundle that I had 
created and then deleted on my iPhone. Of the three (one of which 

wasn’t even supposed to be there), only the Macworld 2014 bundle displayed 
the photos; the Wedding bundle was empty.
  For that reason, I can’t yet recommend Bundle for the Apple TV, but the 
iOS app is fantastic. I hope the developers get things sorted out, because 

Bundle would otherwise be a terrific app.
Flickr -- Ah, the old standby. A longtime favorite of 

photographers, Flickr was the only way besides iCloud to 
view your own photos on previous Apple TVs.

Flickr is on the new Apple TV, and the app does a 
competent job of displaying your photos and photos of 
those you follow. You can also view all albums as 
slideshows.

Alas, the app is identical to the one on the old Apple TV, 
even down to the Screensaver button, which now just 
displays an error message. I can understand an Apple TV 
app redesign not being high on the Flickr team’s priority 
list, but the fact that they didn’t even bother removing a 
non-functional button is disappointing.

Due to the sorry state of the app and the dire financial 
straits of parent company Yahoo, I can’t recommend Flickr 
for new users. However, if you’re already invested in Flickr, 
the app is worth installing.

Storehouse -- A simple solution for sharing photos, 
Storehouse specializes in what it calls “stories,” yet another 
fancy term for albums. Storehouse works across platforms, 
with apps for Apple TV, iOS, Android, and the Web, and 
it lets you share your stories via a simple URL. Storehouse 
can also import photos from Dropbox, Flickr, and 
Instagram.

Storehouse also has a feature called Spaces, which is a 
collection of stories. You can share a space with friends and 

https://www.flickr.com/
https://www.flickr.com/
https://www.storehouse.co/
https://www.storehouse.co/
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family so that you can all share stories, photos, 
and videos.

Once you create a story on your iPhone or 
iPad, open the Storehouse app on the Apple 
TV and log in. Your stories will be right there 
on your TV screen.

You can also create stories on the Apple TV 
with the free Photo Remote app for iOS. Click 
New Story in the Storehouse Apple TV app, 
open the Photo Remote app on your iPhone or 
iPad, and tap your Apple TV to connect to it.

  Photo Remote’s most interesting feature is that you can use it 
to take photos and videos, with filters, that then appear directly 
on your Apple TV. Since Photo Remote doesn’t require a 
login, anyone in the house can take photos for display on your 
TV. You can also select photos from your Camera Roll to add 
them to the story on your TV. When you’re finished, press 
Menu on the Siri Remote, which gives you three options: Save 
Story, Continue Editing, and Delete. If you choose to save the 
story, it’s uploaded to the collection of stories in your 
Storehouse account.
Sadly, Storehouse doesn’t have a Mac app, and while its Web 
app can display photos, it doesn’t allow any manipulation.
Slidez -- Of all these apps, Slidez is the only one built around 

the Apple TV and the only one that can display Live Photo movies 
taken with an iPhone 6s.

Helpfully, it doesn’t require you to enter a username and password 
on the Apple TV itself. Instead, it directs you to a Web page, where 
you enter an activation code and create an account. You can also 
choose to skip account creation entirely, though that’s not 
recommended.

To add photos to Slidez, first click the Add button on the main 
screen and name your album. Then open the album and click the Add button there. You can then either visit a special URL and enter a code to 
upload photos or use the companion Slidez app for iOS. Select your Apple TV in the iOS app, and then browse through your Camera Roll. As you 
select photos in the app, you can watch them being uploaded to the Apple TV. Press Menu on the Siri Remote when the photo uploads have 
completed.

As its name implies, Slidez specializes in slideshows. While viewing an album, click the play button in the upper right to begin a slideshow. The 

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/photo-remote-by-storehouse/id1047033223?mt=8&at=10l5PW
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/photo-remote-by-storehouse/id1047033223?mt=8&at=10l5PW
http://slidez.io/
http://slidez.io/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/slidez-slideshows-for-live/id1057442144?ls=1&mt=8&at=10l5PW
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/slidez-slideshows-for-live/id1057442144?ls=1&mt=8&at=10l5PW
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settings button next to the play 
button lets you adjust things like 
slide duration, transitions, and 
whether or not to play Live 
Photo movies automatically.

Unfortunately, Slidez doesn’t 
offer any ways to share albums 
or individual photos with 
others.

Recommendations -- If 
you’re looking for an app solely 
to store and display photos on 
your Apple TV, try Slidez. It’s 
simple, you can add photos 
from a browser, and it’s the only 
one that can display Live 
Photos.

However, Slidez isn’t a good 
general photo management 
solution due to its lack of sharing 
and collaboration. For that, 
check out Storehouse, which 
offers those features in a slick 
Apple TV app. However, it 
doesn’t have a desktop solution 
other than its anemic Web app.

Bundle has a lot of promise, 
thanks to its smart photo 
grouping, but its crummy Apple 
TV app sours the experience at 
the moment. In the meantime, 
if you’re looking for a photo 
grouping solution on iOS, take 
it for a spin.

I wish I could recommend 
Flickr, as the service offers 
everything a photography 
enthusiast could ask for. 
However, the dated and partially broken Apple TV app makes me leery to suggest it to anyone other than diehard Flickr users until it’s updated.

Although it’s unfortunate that these apps aren’t better, there are other interesting things going on with regard to Apple TV and photography, 
mostly beyond the scope of this article. For instance, PhotoWall+ lets party guests use their iOS devices to take pictures that then appear on the 
Apple TV. Photone looks like a promising photo viewer but works only with Microsoft OneDrive. Apps like 500px and VSCO let you browse 
thousands of great photos, but aren’t photo management apps themselves.
If you’ve stumbled across an interesting photography app for the Apple TV, tell us about it in the comments!

Apple Brings Back Podcasts in tvOS 9.1.1
by Josh Centers

Hot on the heels of updates for OS X and iOS, Apple has released tvOS 9.1.1 for the fourth-generation Apple TV. You can obtain the update by 
going to Settings > System > Software Updates > Update Software.

There are no release notes, but there is one obvious new feature: the return of the Podcasts app, which appears on your Home screen after 
updating. If you use Apple’s Podcasts app for iOS or listen to podcasts with iTunes, the Apple TV version can sync your subscriptions and episodes 
with those clients. Unsurprisingly, Podcasts for tvOS also supports video podcasts and provides a great experience for watching them.

The Podcasts app is split into six screens:

https://boinx.com/blog/post/rebooting-partysnapper-as-photowall-on-apple-tv/
https://boinx.com/blog/post/rebooting-partysnapper-as-photowall-on-apple-tv/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/photone/id1068952548?mt=8&at=10l5PW
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/photone/id1068952548?mt=8&at=10l5PW
https://iso.500px.com/announcing-500px-for-apple-tv/
https://iso.500px.com/announcing-500px-for-apple-tv/
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Unplayed: If you subscribe to podcasts, the episodes you haven’t yet finished will appear here. Select an episode to play it.

My Podcasts: Your subscribed podcasts, if you have any, appear here. You can also create “stations,” which are like playlists for podcasts, that 
appear alongside subscribed podcasts in this screen.

Featured: This screen lists podcasts selected by Apple’s editors. You can open a podcast to watch or listen to individual episodes or to subscribe to 
see new episodes as they are published.
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Top Charts: The Top Charts screen lists the most popular podcasts, and you can choose to view them by category. As with the podcasts listed in 

the Featured screen, you can play individual episodes or subscribe.

Search: You can search for podcasts here. The Search screen also displays a list of popular podcasts in case the contents of the two previous screens 
weren’t sufficient.

Now Playing: In this screen, you can see and control the currently playing episode and see what’s next in the queue. When you first enter the 
screen, it displays just the currently playing episode’s show art and title. Press the Siri Remote’s touchpad to see the episode timeline, which you can 
scrub through by swiping left or right on the touchpad. If you swipe up and click the … button, you can subscribe to the podcast and choose the 
output speaker. If you’re subscribed to the podcast, the … button lets you mark the episode as played, view the full episode description, and choose 
the output speaker.

The Podcasts app is a nice addition, but we’re looking forward to Bluetooth keyboard support and Home screen folders, both of which are slated 
for the upcoming tvOS 9.2 release. In the meantime, I’ll be on the lookout for more changes in tvOS 9.1.1 as I continue working on the next 
edition of “Take Control of Apple TV.”

VLC Lets You Cache Videos on Apple TV
by Josh Centers 

A drawback to digital media players like the Apple TV is that the formats they can play are often quite limited. Here are the types of video the 4th 
generation Apple TV can play, according to Apple’s technical specifications:

• H.264 video up to 1080p, 60 frames per second, High or Main Profile level 4.2 or lower
• H.264 Baseline Profile level 3.0 or lower with AAC-LC audio up to 160 Kbps per channel, 48kHz, stereo audio in .m4v, .mp4, and .mov file 
formats

http://tid.bl.it/tco-apple-tv-tidbits
http://tid.bl.it/tco-apple-tv-tidbits
https://support.apple.com/kb/SP724
https://support.apple.com/kb/SP724
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• MPEG-4 video up to 2.5 Mbps, 640 by 480 pixels, 30 frames per second, Simple Profile with AAC-LC audio up to 160 Kbps, 48kHz, stereo 
audio in .m4v, .mp4, and .mov file formats
Those are common video formats, especially in the Apple world, but an out-of-the-box Apple TV can’t play many others that you may run into 

on the Internet, such as .avi, .flv, .mkv, and .wmv. In the past, you would have had to convert such videos to a format compatible with the Apple 
TV, but since the new Apple TV allows independent apps, developers were quick to release video players that support more formats natively.

Plex has become the de facto standard for alternative media management and playback. It uses a client/server architecture, which puts most of the 
stress of transcoding video from a wider variety of formats on the server, usually your Mac. The advantage of this design is that there’s a Plex front 
end for many platforms, even including so-called “smart TVs.” There’s also FireCore’s Infuse, which can connect to a Plex server or SMB shares, but 
transcodes video within the app itself. But both of these require that you store all your video on a Mac acting as a server.

Another option has now emerged for the Apple TV: the venerable open-source video player VLC. It offers many of the features of Infuse, along 
with a feature that users have wanted for years: video storage on the Apple TV itself.

Apple’s philosophy behind the Apple TV has long been that it’s a satellite device, dependent upon the cloud or a computer running iTunes for 
storage. But that’s problematic for users who have weak Internet access or unreliable Wi-Fi. And even that may not be enough for some content — 
I’m lucky enough to have great connections, but my Apple TV still struggles to stream the 19 GB “despecialized” edition of “Star Wars Episode IV: 
A New Hope.”

When you open the VLC app on the Apple 
TV, the first tab is Local Network, which lets 
you play video from Plex, SMB, and FTP 
servers. But if you want to download video to 
your Apple TV to avoid streaming problems, 
go to the second tab, Remote Playback. Click 
Enable Remote Playback, and you’re presented 
with two URLs: one with an IP address, and 
another based on your Apple TV’s nickname 
(configured in Settings > AirPlay > Apple TV 
Name). These URLs are accessible only on your 
local network. Go to your Mac, which must be 
connected to the same network as your Apple 
TV, open a Web browser, and enter whichever 
of the URLs seems easier — they’re equivalent. 
You’ll probably also want to bookmark this 
page for later access.

To send a video to the VLC app on your 
Apple TV, just drag it from the Finder into 
your browser window. If that doesn’t work on 
your browser, click the plus button to use the 
file picker dialog instead.

But before you go filling up your Apple TV 
with videos, let’s discuss the limitations. First, 
the Apple TV doesn’t have a lot of storage, 
either 32 GB or 64 GB before you started 
loading apps, and if you try to send a video 
that’s too large, the error message won’t be 
displayed in the browser, but in the VLC app 
on your Apple TV. Also make sure that your 
video is in one of VLC’s many supported 
formats, and be aware that VLC cannot play 
DRM-protected videos from the iTunes Store 
(unless you find a way to remove that 
protection).

Once you drag a video into your browser, a 
progress bar appears. How long the transfer 
takes depends on the video size and the throughput of your LAN connection. When it’s complete, open VLC on your Apple TV and go to the 

https://plex.tv/
https://plex.tv/
http://firecore.com/infuse
http://firecore.com/infuse
http://www.videolan.org/vlc/download-appletv.html
http://www.videolan.org/vlc/download-appletv.html
https://wiki.videolan.org/VLC_Features_Formats/
https://wiki.videolan.org/VLC_Features_Formats/
https://wiki.videolan.org/VLC_Features_Formats/
https://wiki.videolan.org/VLC_Features_Formats/
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Remote Playback tab if you’re not there already. 
The video should show up at the bottom of the 
screen. Highlight it and press the Siri Remote’s 
touchpad to play it.

VLC’s video player is slightly different from any 
other Apple TV video player I’ve used. All the basic 
video controls work as usual, even Siri commands, 
but if you swipe down on the Siri Remote’s 
touchpad, you’ll notice some changes in the 
information panel. The first tab, Track Selection, 
lets you choose an audio track and also download 
subtitles on the fly from OpenSubtitles.org, which 
is a nice feature. The Playback Speed tab lets you 
adjust how fast the video plays, which might be 
useful for talks or educational videos. Finally, 
there’s a Media Information tab with data about 
the video length, format, and audio.

When you’re finished watching, you’ll likely 
want to delete the file from your Apple TV to free 
up space. To do so, return to the Remote Playback 
tab, highlight the video, and press the touchpad 
until it begins to shake. Then press the Play/Pause 
button and choose Delete.

If you have trouble streaming video to your 
fourth-generation Apple TV, give VLC a shot, 
though be aware that VLC has its own quirks. 
When streaming from my Plex server, the video 
sometimes spontaneously cuts off and jumps to the 
next video; happily, I haven’t seen this issue with 
Remote Playback content. The VLC team has put 
out quality software for a long time, so I expect 
that this bug will be resolved soon. Also on the 
horizon is support for loading videos from cloud 
storage services, like Dropbox, OneDrive, and 
Box.

On previous generations of the Apple TV, a 
jailbreak would be necessary to go beyond the 
limited capabilities provided by Apple. The mere 
existence of software like VLC and Plex for the 
fourth-generation Apple TV shows how the 
promise of the platform is being realized.
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CarPlay Offers Limited, Glitchy iPhone/Auto Integration -- Touchscreens in select cars can now become iPhone extensions via CarPlay, Apple’s 
attempt to extend its influence into vehicle cabins. Alas, Julio Ojeda-Zapata found CarPlay to be a dumbed-down and glitchy experience.

Apple Releases Music Memos for iOS -- Apple has unveiled a new free app for musicians: Music Memos for iPhone and iPad. Unlike the built-in 
Voice Memos app, Music Memos is tailored toward musicians, with features like auto-record, backup players, and a pitch tuner. It’s a simple tool for 
quickly grabbing a recording to send to GarageBand or another audio-editing app.

Like iTunes Radio? Prepare to Pay or Switch — Apple is ending its free iTunes Radio service at the end of the month, herding those users into 
paid Apple Music subscriptions. Josh Centers offers some theories as to why Apple is doing this, as well as some alternatives.

Beware Nasty Auto-Download Music Bug in iOS 9 -- Many iCloud Music Library and iTunes Match users are finding that their iOS devices are 
downloading music without their knowledge. Kirk McElhearn explains how to prevent this before it could leave you with an enormous data 
bill.email author popup end author email popup box email article popup end article email popup box specific article details here

VLC Lets You Cache Videos on Apple TV
For those who have trouble streaming video to the fourth-generation Apple TV, the new VLC app offers a solution, but only if the video isn’t 
encumbered by DRM.

1Password 6 for Mac Adds Teams, Expands Sync Options -- AgileBits has released version 6 of 1Password for Mac with a number of major new 
features, including support for sharing passwords among a group, a unified view of all your password vaults, an improved password generator, and 
iCloud syncing for more people. Joe Kissell covers what has changed and introduces the all-new, second edition of “Take Control of 1Password.”

Your Favorite Mac Personal Information Managers -- Thanks to ratings and comments from over 600 TidBITS readers in the past week, we 
have recommendations for the top personal information managers on the Mac. And even if the top vote-getters aren’t right for you, you might be 
able to find your perfect replacement for Circus Ponies NoteBook among the 36 apps that make up the full list.

OS X 10.11.3 and iOS 9.2.1 Bring Bug Fixes
by Josh Centers  and Adam C. Engst 

Apple has released OS X El Capitan 10.11.3 and iOS 9.2.1. The release notes on both updates border on the nonexistent. For 10.11.3 in the 
App Store app, Apple says:

This update contains bug fixes and security updates.
The support document referenced for additional details gives only two specific changes, the second of which is likely of interest mostly to enterprise 

users.
Fixes an issue that may prevent some Mac computers from waking from sleep when connected to certain 4K displays. Third-party .pkg file 

receipts stored in /var/db/receipts are now retained when upgrading from OS X Yosemite.
For iOS 9.2.1, Apple says:
This update contains security updates and bug fixes including a fix for an issue that could prevent the completion of app installation when using 

an MDM server.
Again, that’s relevant chiefly for enterprise users.
The updates also address a handful of security vulnerabilities: nine in 10.11.3 and nine in iOS 9.2.1. As a reminder of how much code is shared 

between OS X and iOS, five of the vulnerabilities were the same on both operating systems.
You can install the OS X 10.11.3 update (661 MB on an iMac with 5K Retina display) via Software Update or from Apple’s Support Downloads 

page (662 MB for the delta updater from 10.11.2 or 1.47 GB for the combo updater from any version of 10.11). Install the iOS 9.2.1 update 
(37.7 MB on an iPhone 6) via Settings > General > Software Update, or through iTunes.

Unless the enterprise-related fixes are essential for your organization, we recommend holding off on these updates for a week or so. When Adam 
updated to 10.11.3, his iMac hung at a black screen with a Restarting progress bar two-thirds filled. It came back up properly — fully updated — 
after he powered it down, but on the off chance that his experience is indicative of a more general problem, delay the update for a bit and watch for 
reports from other users. When you do decide to update, make sure to make a backup first!
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HOW TO FIND US
General meeting:
SMMUG General Meetings are held on the SECOND Monday of 
each month at Fire Station 14 located at 1875 Dublin Blvd (at the 
intersection of North Academy and Dublin). 

Directions:
From Academy, go east on Dublin and then turn right on 
the very first street. There is parking on the west and south 
sides of the Fire Station (with additional parking located to 
the north and further west of the Fire Station). The entrance 
is on the west side of the building.

Smoking is not permitted on the premises. 

Sig meeting:
The SIG Meetings are held on the SECOND Saturday of each month at Fire Station #18’s meeting room - located at: 6830 Hadler View 
[the fire station is behind Walgreens]. 

Directions:
#1) Take I-25 to Garden of the Gods Rd (head west), turn right on Centennial, left on Flying W Ranch Rd., right on Hadler View.
#2) (This route is bumpier and probably not the best for winter travel) Take I-25 to E. Woodman/W. Rockrimmon Blvd., turn right on Vindicator 
(at the Safeway intersection), and then right on Hadler View.
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Membership Application Form
Membership entitles you to access to our online forums, participation in prize drawings, and access to the 
bargains in the members area of the SMMUG website at www. smmug.org. SMMUG renewal membership dues 
($25) apply to the calendar year and are paid each December for the following year. Use the following table for 
NEW MEMBERSHIP ONLY:

 JAN 1 to MAR 31 - $25.00  APR 1 to JUN 30 - $21.00
 JUL 1 to SEPT 30 - $14.00  OCT 1 to DEC 31 - $7.00

Please Print Clearly!     Today’s Date 

Name
 Street Address

 City/State/ZIP
 Home Telephone

 E-mail Address
Have you previously been a member of SMMUG?
How did you learn about SMMUG?

Make your check payable to:  SMMUG  
Then mail or give this form and your check to:

SMMUG, Inc. 
Skip Mundy, Treasurer   
PO Box 62741 
Colorado Springs, CO   80962 

Please make an online account for me.
User Name _______________

Don’t make an online account for me. 
I do not want one or I already have 

Business Telephone 

About Us

The Silicon Mountain Macintosh User Group, Inc. (a nonprofit educational corporation) was formed in Colorado Springs, 
Colorado in 1985, and is one of the oldest Macintosh User Groups in the United States. SMMUG, Inc. is dedicated to helping 
members enjoy and learn about their Macintosh computer, iPhone and iPad devices.

Club membership is open to everyone and you are cordially invited to visit our free monthly General Meeting on the First 
Tuesday of each month, at 7:00 PM. For those new to the Macintosh, we have a Question & Answer session at 6:00 PM, where 
our collective expertise can help answer your questions. 

All members receive a monthly newsletter, published on our web site, see great reviews of software and hardware, or can 
participate in the monthly door prize drawing. Each member gets one vote during annual Officer Elections. No corporate 
memberships are granted.

Our officers are volunteers and receive no pay. All funds raised are used for the cost of operating the club and its meetings.

http://www.smmug.org
http://www.smmug.org

