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Ripple Tools is a set of twelve easy to use title effects for Final Cut Pro X. Now don't let the words “Title Effects” make you 
think all of these effects have to do with manipulating words on your clip. They do more than that:

RT 8 & 16 Point Mattes: The 8 and the 16 Point Mattes effects are identical, except 
one has more points that can be adjusted. These Mattes can be used to surround an 
object and then mask out the background. The Mattes’ preferences has a “Drop 
Zone” so you can replace the background with another image, e.g. make it look like 
you were filmed in a different location (than you actually were). BTW: The Matte 
points cannot be animated, so this is best used on a still frame.

RT 3D Text: The 3D Text effect lets you add Extruded Text to your 
clip. You can change the Extrude Styles of the face of the text or of 
the trailing extrude from a solid color to a gradient set of colors. You 
an also change the Distance and Back Size of the extrude so the 
extrude can reduce to a point or flare outward in all directions. So 
there are enough parameters that you can change so you can get the 
exact look that you want.

RT Black & White: This effect lets you change your color clip to 
black & white in varying ways. You can convert completely to black 
and white or use a slider to decide the amount of color that remains. 
Once you turn you clip to black and white, you can use the Red, 
Green, and Blue Channel sliders to further change the black and 
white look. You can increase the contrast to “Crush Blacks” or “Blow 
out your whites”. You can even use a second set of Red, Green, Blue 
sliders to tint your clip.

RT Blend: This effect gives you Blend Modes to make your clip: lighter, darker, or give it higher 
contrast. Plus there are Alpha and Luma Stencils & silhouettes. There is an “Add Mask” option 
that lets you apply the blend effect to only a portion of your clip. You can also animate that area 
using keyframes.

RT Color Balance: This is a color correction effect. Using a color picker you can set the hue, 
saturation, and luma for the shadows, midtones, and highlights of your clip. This effect also has a 
Mask function so you can limit the area that the color correction 
takes place in. You can also animate the changes using keyframing.

RT Guides: This effect places horizontal and vertical guide lines in 
the Final Cut Pro X Viewer. These can be used to properly align 
elements in your clip, e.g. headings and multiple images and/or 
video clips. The color of the guide lines can be changed to be more 
visible against the underlying background. Each guide line has a 
round controller that you can grab and move to quickly reposition 
the guide over the clip. If you have a lot of objects to align, you 
can place additional guidelines on your clip. You can even turn on 
the horizontal and vertical rulers for a more precise placement of 
the guide lines.

The Guides effect places horizontal and vertical rulers and 
horizontal and vertical guide lines in the Viewer.

The 3D Text effect lets you add 
Extruded Text to your clip.

The Split Screen effect lets you split the screen in to 
two or more sections.

The Simple 3D effect scales 
the clip down and rotates it 

on both the X and Y axes.
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RT Outline Fill: You can use this effect to create a white or colored line around 
any object that is on a transparent background - whether it is a still or a moving 
image. You can give the outline a Neon Glow, plus you can choose to fill the 
object with a solid color.

RT Simple 3D: The RT Simple 3D effect scales the clip down and rotates it on both the X 
and Y axes. There is an on-screen control that is placed at the center of the Viewer. This is the 
anchor point that the clip will scale and rotate around. You can reposition this anchor point 
to the edge of the clip to make it rotate around the edge of your clip. If you don’t want to use 
the on-screen controls, you can scale and rotate your clip using X & Y parameters in the 
Inspector.

When you use this effect, the background defaults to Final Cut Pro’s solid black. But if you 
want, you can drop an image or clip in Simple 3D’s “Drop Zone” well. This effect also gives 
you the ability to add a (user adjustable) drop shadow.

RT Split Screen: This effect lets you split the screen in two so you can view two 
clips at once. But if you want, you can add additional Split Screen effects so that 
you can split it in to three or more sections.

RT Vintage: You can use this effect to make you video clip look like it was taken a long time 
ago. By default, the RT Vintage effect applies a sepia tint along with a vignette to your clip. 
But you aren't limited to the sepia color or vignette density. You can change the tint to any color and 
darken, lighten, or remove the vignette. You can also specify the amount of tint is to be applied.

RT Adjust Layer: You can use the Adjustment Layer effect to color correct all of the 
underlying clips in a stack (rather than on just one clip). If you expand the effect to cover 
multiple clips that are sitting side-by-side, any change you make to the first clip will also 
be reflected in the other clips. There is no need to copy/paste attributes between 
connected clips.

Color correcting adjustments is not the only thing you can use the RT Adjust Layer for. You can 
also apply an effect to the Adjustment layer (like adding an “Aged paper” overlay) or add 
transformations (like rotating the clip).

Most of the plug-ins are easy to figure out how to use, but if you have problems, each plug-in has 
a “QuickTips” button that shows basic instructions for that plug-in. For additional instructions 
there are two buttons that appear in the Viewer screen. The first button brings up a YouTube video 
tutorial and the second is a Help button that takes you to written instructions located on the Ripple Training web site.

                                                                        The Skinny
Evaluation: This plug-in contains a lot of useful tools/effects. I like that these effects are non-destructive to your clip. Simply 
delete the effect and your clip is back to normal. My favorite effect is the RT Guides. Usually you have to “eyeball” the 
alignment of the items in the Viewer or go to the Inspector and use X & Y parameter controls to precisely align your items. 
But now you can get precise alignment using the RT Guides.

Requires: Final Cut Pro X and the free FxFactory program.

Company: Ripple Training, Inc., Distributed by Noise Industries

Price: $39

Available trial copy

The Vintage effect defaults to applying a sepia 
tint along with a vignette. The color of the tint 

and the density of both the tint and the 
vignette can be changed to get your desired 

effect.

The Outline Fill will place a white, 
colored, or Neon Glowing outline 

around any still or moving object that 
has a transparent background.
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