
Keeping Up with the Snoops 6: A Game of Chairs
by  Josh Centers

e reported back in “Keeping Up with the Snoops 4: When the Going 
Gets Weird…,” (13 March 2014) that the United States Senate had 

accused the CIA of spying on Senate staffers, something that CIA Director John 
Brennan denied at the time, saying it was “beyond the scope of reason.”
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The scope of reason is apparently a bit broader 
than imagined, because Brennan has recently 
admitted to, and apologized for, the CIA illegally 
searching Senate computers.

So what happens now? Probably nothing of any 
serious consequence. The Justice Department has 
said it will not bring charges, and despite senators’ 
calls for the CIA director’s resignation, President 
Obama has stated that he has “full confidence” 
in Brennan, who has created an accountability 
board to investigate the situation. Oh, and “We 
tortured some folks,” Obama added.

Torture, or rather the CIA’s use of it in the 
aftermath of the 9/11 attacks, is the root of the 
scuffle. The Senate Intelligence Committee spent 
years, and millions of tax dollars, on a report 
investigating the CIA’s use of torture, which 
remains classified. The Obama administration, 
which bears responsibility for declassifying the 
report, has been accused of dragging its feet, 
presumably to save face.

Just as it was looking like the report was finally to 
be released to the public, Senate Intelligence 
Committee chair Dianne Feinstein sent it back 
due to excessive redactions that “eliminate or 
obscure key facts that support the report’s findings 
and conclusions”.

While the report remains, and may forever 
remain, classified, the Los Angeles Times said, 
“Those who have read the report say it concludes 
that the agency used brutal and sometimes 
unauthorized interrogation techniques, misled 
policymakers and the public, and sought to 

undermine congressional oversight. It also 
reportedly rejects the idea that waterboarding and 
other ‘enhanced interrogation techniques’ (a 
euphemism for torture) produced information vital 
to preventing terrorist attacks.”

While the Senate and the CIA continue to 
bicker, the lot of whistleblower Edward Snowden, 
himself locked behind the Iron Curtain, has grown 
a shade brighter. After fears that his temporary 
asylum in Russia might expire, he was granted a 
three-year residence permit, with permission to 
travel abroad for up to three months at a time. 
Perhaps Snowden is feeling a bit freer to travel now, 
given his recent outing to the theater, his first 
public appearance in Russia.

But while Snowden’s eventual fate remains up in 
the air, one thing is certain: the United States 
security apparatus is no longer capable of operating 
in the shadows. The government has determined 
that there is a new leaker releasing inside 
information to the press.

The post-Snowden leak that prompted the 
government’s announcement was The Intercept’s 
story on the U.S. government’s terrorist watch list, 
which claimed that more than 40 percent of the 
680,000 people on the list have “no recognized 
terrorist group affiliation.” (According to CNN, 
U.S. officials familiar with the situation say the 
claim is incorrect, and is based on a misreading of 
the documents.)

The more cautious among you may believe that 
using Tor will keep your Web browsing safe from 
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MISSED AN ISSUE?

You can find the previous issues of the Silicon 
Summit posted in PDF format at the 
SMMUG website.

THIS MONTH AT SMMUG

September 2nd, 2014
6:00 Q&A Session
6:45 Networking Break
7:00 Sandvox by Skip Mundy
8:30 Adjourn
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MEETING DATES
 

Our regular monthly meetings are on the FIRST 
Tuesday of every month. Upcoming meeting dates 
are as follows:

October 7, 2014
November 4, 2014
December 2, 2014
January 6, 2015
February 3, 2015
March 3, 2015
April 7, 2015
May 5, 2015
June 2, 2015
July 7, 2015
August 4, 2015
September 1, 2015

SIG NEWS

The Saturday SMMUG Special Interest Group 
(SIG) will meet from 10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon, 
Saturday, September 13, 2014, in the Fire Station 
18’s meting room at: 6830 Hadler View The 
meeting will be divided in to two parts.

The First part starting at 10:00 will focus on iOS, 
helping everyone become both comfortable and 
proficient with their iPhone, iPad, and iPod 
mobile devices. Starting at 11:00 we will focus on 
iTunes.

All are invited, but new users are especially en-
courage to attend this free meeting. Bring your tips 
and tricks, questions and suggestions. 

For more information about Special Interest 
Groups (SIGs), go to the SMMUG website.

Scan this QR code to be taken to our 
SMMUG web site

                                                                              

ADVERTISING
You can advertise your business or service 
through the Silicon Summit.

RATES 
Per inch   $10
Quarter page   $15 
Half page   $25 
Full page   $50 
Insert   $15

A 10% discount is applied for ads that run 
two or more months, except for inserts.

Sponsoring Memberships are also available 
to merchants who want to see their 
business name and address listed on the 
front page. Sponsoring Memberships are 
$100 for one year.

http://www.smmug.org/category/newsletters
http://www.smmug.org/category/newsletters
http://www.smmug.org/meeting-info
http://www.smmug.org/meeting-info
http://www.smmug.org/join-smmug
http://www.smmug.org/join-smmug
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Club News
Announcements
New Meeting Locations!!!
Through the diligence of our SMMUG Board and the Meeting 
Room Committee, new General meeting and SIG meeting room 
locations have been found. Not only that, both locations are 
FREE OF CHARGE!!! This should outweigh any inconvenience 
if we have to drive a little further than normal, etc. This will also 
save the club a lot of money in room fees over the coming years.

The General Meeting will now be held at the Penrose Libraries' 
Carnegie Reading room located at: 20 N. Cascade Ave. The 
Penrose Library has two parking lots - one to the south of the 
building and another to the west of the building (there is an 
elevator that will take you to and from the west lot). Be aware that 
both parking lots have meters that run until 6PM. So either bring a 
a few extra coins for the meeter if you come early, or just come at 6 
PM and pay nothing.

The SIG meeting will now be held at Fire Station #18’s meeting 
room located at: 6830 Hadler View [the fire station is behind 
Walgreens]. Please refer to the maps at the end of this newsletter or 
on the SMMUG web site for directions to both locations.

Pizza Party
The pizza party was a great success. The food was delicious and the socializing was good. You missed out if you didn’t come.

September General Meeting Presentation
SANDVOX: Our own Skip Mundy will demonstrate how to create a website on your Mac complete with photographs, video, blogs and social 
media with Sandvox. Come watch Skip make magic and a website.

SMMUG Door Prizes for the September 2014 Meeting:

Akvis SmartMask (software)
Galcon Fusion (software game) - 4 copies
Clean screen protector film for iPod touch
Extreme  Mac case, iPhone
Book sleeve with reinforced corners
Paper portfolio
Targus clear back for iPad 2
Brightech iPhone 5 green
Book - Facebook for Dummies
Brightech iPhone 5 black
QFX stereo earphones

This is a picture of the Penrose Library Parking lots and the 
path to the Carnegie Reading room from both lots.
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Pizza Party!
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prying eyes, but think again: a study has revealed that merely visiting the Tor Web site can cause you to be flagged for NSA surveillance. In 
retrospect, perhaps it shouldn’t be a surprise, given that Tor was developed in part by the U.S. military.

So be aware: there’s always someone watching you. But fear not, privacy lovers, since “Weird Al” Yankovic has a simple, inexpensive solution: 
aluminum foil (which has the side benefit of keeping your sandwich nice and fresh). OK, maybe a tinfoil hat isn’t a proper solution, but if you’ve 
been following along this far, you deserve a laugh — make sure to watch the video all the way through.

Continued from Page 1

Apple Upgrades 2014 MacBook Pro CPUs and RAM, Lowers Prices
by Josh Centers 

Apple has updated its MacBook Pro with Retina display lineup with more RAM and slightly faster processors, as well as a few price drops. 
While these updates are overall about as humdrum as recent updates to the MacBook Air (see “2014 MacBook Air Offers Better Performance 
for $100 Less,” 29 
April 2014), the 
interesting bit is that 
8 GB of RAM is 
now the base level.

The $1,299 13-
inch MacBook Pro 
with Retina display 
i s p r a c t i c a l l y 
identical to last 
year’s model, except 
i t now comes 
equipped with a 
slightly faster 2.6 GHz dual-core Intel i5 processor (up from 2.4 GHz) and double the amount of RAM — 8 GB as opposed to 4 GB. It still 
features 128 GB of flash storage, and stepping up to the $1,499 model continues to double that to 256 GB. The high-end 13-inch model has 
been bumped to a 2.8 GHz dual-core Intel i5 processor (up from 2.6 GHz) and still features 512 GB of flash storage, as well as 8 GB of RAM.

Build-to-order options for the 13-inch MacBook Pro with Retina display include a $300 upgrade to a 3.0 GHz dual-core Intel i7 processor, 
16 GB of RAM for $200, and for the high-end model, 1 TB of flash storage for $500.

Finally for the 13-inch line, the non-Retina model from 2012 continues to hang on by its virtual fingernails, and receives a $100 price cut, 
bringing it to $1,099. It features a 2.5 GHz Intel Core i5, 4 GB of RAM, and a 500 GB hard drive.

The 15-inch MacBook Pro with Retina display still starts at $1,999, but the high-end model has dropped in price from $2,599 to $2,499. 
The base 15-inch model has been bumped to a 2.2 GHz quad-core Intel i7 (up from 2.0 GHz) and 16 GB of RAM (up from 8 GB), and still 
features 256 GB of flash storage. The high-end model receives a similar processor bump to a 2.5 GHz quad-core Intel i7 (up from 2.3 GHz).

Options for the low-end 15-inch model include 2.5 GHz (add $100) and 2.8 GHz (add $300) quad-core Intel i7 processors, and either 512 
GB (add $300) or 1 TB (add $800) of flash storage. For the high-end model, the 2.8 GHz processor costs $200 and the 1 TB flash storage is 
$500.

Particularly given that Intel’s next-generation Broadwell chipset has been delayed (see “Intel’s New Mac Processors Delayed Until 2015,” 9 
July 2014), it’s not surprising to see Apple sticking to its standard approach of small performance and RAM upgrades and associated price drops. 
Besides, Apple has no need to rethink the MacBook Pro line every year, given that Mac sales are up a staggering 18 percent over a year ago, in a 
time when PC sales continue to sag (see “Apple Q3 2014 Results Show Highest EPS in Seven Quarters,” 22 July 2014).

Macs & Mac OS X
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http://tidbits.com/article/14936


6! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !                           Silicon Summit

Can’t wait for the next newsletter to see what the guys and gals at Joy of Tech are up to? Then simply go on over to their 
website and see past and current cartoons and other things

http://www.joyoftech.com/joyoftech/
http://www.joyoftech.com/joyoftech/
http://www.joyoftech.com/joyoftech/
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Photography
Macphun Tonality Makes Black-and-White Photos Pop

by Caroline Green
I’m an amateur photographer, with a love of classic photos of my city (New York) by artists such as Berenice Abbott, Rudy Burckhardt, 

Bruce Davidson, and Helen Levitt. I’ve worked on capturing buildings, street scenes, and portraits in my own neighborhood, much as they did, 
and sometimes I want my images to be in black and white, to convey the timelessness that I feel when I’m on my street.

Unfortunately the standard tools for photo manipulation — Adobe Photoshop, Adobe Lightroom, and Apple’s soon-to-be-discontinued 
Aperture — are not really designed for editing black-and-white photography; their focus is on color photos. They don’t offer the adjustments 
needed to turn an average black-and-white image into something spectacular.

Filling this void is the new Tonality from Macphun. It’s $19.99 for the standard version or $69.99 for the Pro version; it requires OS X 10.9 
Mavericks and at least 4 GB of RAM.

Developer Macphun has created a number of photo-
editing apps over the years for both the Mac and iOS. You 
may know about their FX Photo Studio app for iPhone, 
iPad, and Mac; exclusive to the Mac they offer Intensify, 
Snapheal, and Focus 2. Their software is designed to appeal 
to the hobbyist as well as the professional photographer.

Tonality is also intended for both amateur photographers 
and professionals, and the look and layout were designed to 
be fairly intuitive for anyone accustomed to Photoshop or 
Lightroom. I use Lightroom, and the gray color palette plus 
the sliders along the right side of the window feel familiar.

  For beginners, Tonality provides a number of presets that can give you some 
amazing effects with a single click. For example, the Vintage category offers 
presets for Civil War, Old and Faded, Tintype, and Wild West. The Portrait 
presets include Dark Beauty, Dreamy, and Old Hollywood Glamour.
  And along the bottom you can see a preview of what your photo will look like 
with that preset. There are 10 categories of presets, which can bring even a novice 

like me close to the look I want.
  Whether you start from scratch 

or from an effect preset, you can then play with Tonality’s various sliders to adjust the image 
further. The slider categories are Tone, Clarity, Structure, Color Filter, Tone Curve, Split Toning, 
Glow, Lens Blur, Texture Overlay (which lets you upload your own textures, or you can use the 
built-in ones), Vignette, Grain, Photo Frames, and Opacity. I found the number of sliders and 
options a little overwhelming, yet I can see how the endless combinations and minute adjustments 
would be of use to a professional photographer looking to achieve a very specific effect.

Like Photoshop, Tonality offers brushes that let you apply changes to only part of the image; a 
gradient tool that lets you apply graduated settings (although only in a straight line); and a 
histogram to show you the tonal gradations in your image. Also like Photoshop, you can combine 

http://www.commercegraphics.com/ba.html
http://www.commercegraphics.com/ba.html
http://www.tibordenagy.com/artists/rudy-burckhardt/
http://www.tibordenagy.com/artists/rudy-burckhardt/
http://www.magnumphotos.com/BruceDavidson
http://www.magnumphotos.com/BruceDavidson
http://www.laurencemillergallery.com/artist_levitt.html
http://www.laurencemillergallery.com/artist_levitt.html
http://macphun.com/tonality
http://macphun.com/tonality
http://macphun.com/
http://macphun.com/
http://macphun.com/fxphotostudio
http://macphun.com/fxphotostudio
http://macphun.com/intensify
http://macphun.com/intensify
http://macphun.com/snapheal
http://macphun.com/snapheal
http://macphun.com/focus
http://macphun.com/focus
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multiple layers to create your image, apply different settings to different layers, and 
turn layers off and on. This is where things can really get interesting if you’re 
inventive and/or do some planning.

If you build a series of settings that you want to use on multiple photos, or that 
you want to save for future use, you can create your own presets.

Tonality’s sharing function works with all the usual suspects (Mail, Flickr, 
Facebook, Twitter) as well as SmugMug. After you’ve worked on an image, you 
can open it directly into the photography app of your choice, including iPhoto, 
Aperture, Photoshop, Lightroom, or any of the Macphun apps. You can of course 
also export it in a bunch of different formats, including JPEG, PNG, TIFF, PDF, 
and PSD.

What I’ve described above is the standard version of Tonality. For pros, or those 
who want to use Tonality as a plug-in within Photoshop, Lightroom, Elements, or 
Aperture, instead of as a standalone app, there’s Tonality Pro, which costs $50 
more. Along with being able to use it as a plug-in, Tonality Pro adds:

• More layering options
• More layers per image (8 versus 5)
• More histogram options
• The ability to edit color temperature and tint
Although I’ve been testing Tonality Pro, I’d be fine with the standard version, 

and you could easily start with the standard version and upgrade to Tonality Pro at 
a later date. The Lightroom plug-in is the most useful part of Tonality Pro for me 
since it lets me do all my editing in one app instead of two.

I found it easy to get started with Tonality, thanks to the presets. Here’s the very 
first image I created with it: the original color photo I took (in Ocean Grove, New 
Jersey), the initial import into Tonality in black and white, and the finished photo 
after I played around with sliders and options. All done in maybe an hour.

I’m finding it harder to achieve a specific result that I already have in mind; 
that’s going to require practice to get a better understanding of how the sliders and 
layers and masking can combine to create various effects.

I know I’m not the next Rudy Burckhardt, and yet in experimenting with 
Tonality I’ve created a few images that started out entirely average and are starting 
to look amazing (to my eye, anyway, and that’s really all that counts). I’m going to 
keep playing with it, exploring its options, and using it for all my black-and-white 
editing, right alongside my color work in Lightroom and Photoshop.

[Caroline Green is a partner in IvanExpert, which offers Mac consulting and 
support for home users and small businesses in New York City.]

ExtraBITs

Marvel Unlimited Discounted to 99 Cents through July 29th -- To celebrate the San Diego Comic-Con, Marvel is offering the Marvel 
Unlimited subscription service for $0.99 for the first month, after which it will auto-renew at the usual $9.99 per month unless you cancel. Use 
promo code SDCC14 when signing up through 29 July 2014. Although our in-house comic expert Josh Centers has called out issues with 
Marvel Unlimited’s iOS app and selection (see “FunBITS: Marvel Unlimited App a 97-pound Weakling,” 24 May 2013), he still believes that 
a subscription service makes the most sense for comic reading (see “Explaining the ComiXology In-app Purchase Debacle,” 3 May 2014), 
and this is a great opportunity to give it a try.

Apple Acquires BookLamp Recommendation Service -- TechCrunch has uncovered the fact that Apple bought the book recommendation 
company BookLamp earlier this year for somewhere between $10 and $15 million. Although Apple’s only comment was “Apple buys smaller 
technology companies from time to time, and we generally do not discuss our purpose or plans,” it seems likely that Apple was interested in 
BookLamp’s employees and Book Genome Project technology for improving recommendations within the iBooks Store and the App Store.

http://www.ivanexpert.com/
http://www.ivanexpert.com/
http://marvel.com/mu
http://marvel.com/mu
http://tidbits.com/article/13794
http://tidbits.com/article/13794
http://tidbits.com/article/14718
http://tidbits.com/article/14718
http://techcrunch.com/2014/07/25/apple-booklamp/
http://techcrunch.com/2014/07/25/apple-booklamp/
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Reviews
Akvis SmartMask 5

by L. Davenport
Have you ever tried to remove a person/animal/item from one photo so that you can superimpose it over another - to make it look like you 

were someplace that you never were, or to create a collage? What a pain! Trying to select all of those uneven edges. Well that’s where Akvis 
SmartMask becomes an invaluable tool. It simplifies the selection and masking process for both simple or complex images.

The Workspace
The Akvis SmartMask “Workspace” has an “Original” and a “Processing” tab 

that lets you see if you are getting your desired results before applying it to your 
photo.  You can also modify the  “Set the View” option:

• You can divide the window in half, either horizontally or vertically, so that half 
of the image shows the original and the other half shows the modified Version. 

• You can divide the window in half again but this time you see the same part of 
the image on both sides. This lets you compare the original and processed 
version of the image.

Along the top and left side of the window are the selection and modification tools. Along the right side of the window is the Navigator 
window plus the Parameters panel that contains controls that lets you set the: “Priority”, “Mask smoothing”, “Sharpen edges”, “Sensitivity”, 
“Pencil size” and a “History” log, etc. The available parameter controls change depending on which tool you have selected. At the bottom right of 
the window is a History log similar to the History panel found in Photoshop.   

The Tools
Some of the hardest things to select in an image are hair, fur, fluff, tree branches, glass, or transparent material. SmartMask streamlines the 

process, making it very easy to do. 
SmartMask has two image processing modes: auto and manual.

Auto Mode uses a powerful algorithm for automatic recognition of the areas that you want to select. It comes with three selection pencils: A 
“Keep selection” pencil, a “Delete selection” pencil, and a “Transition area” pencil. 

• You can use the “Keep selection” pencil to draw a blue line in the areas that you want to keep. 
• You can use the “Delete selection” pencil to draw a red line around the area you want to delete. 
• You can use the “Transition Area” pencil to draw a green line over difficult areas such as hair, fluff, fluff, branches of the tree, etc.

Manual mode includes a “Quick Selection” tool and a “Magic brush” tool.  
• The “Quick Selection” tool selects an object by analyzing the colors of its neighboring pixels. So as you drag the brush over your image the 

selection area  expends – similar to Photoshop’s Quick Selection tool. 
• The Magic Brush tool works with color sets, meaning you can select a group of colors that you want to keep or delete. 
• Other tools include: a blur tool, a Background Eraser, and a History brush – that you can use to bring back selected areas that you have 

With only a few strokes (one red for delete and a couple of blue strokes for keep), I was able to quickly remove the background and then 
replace it with another background.

With only using the default settings plus a single 
delete and a single keep stroke, SmartMask did a good 
job of deleting the background in this poorly lit room.
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previously deleted.
• Sometimes it’s easier to see the 

areas that have not been selected 
by using a different view mode.  
There are four “Change Mask 
View” modes: Transparent, Color 
background, Halftone mask, and  
Find Unselected Areas. 

Saving 
When you are finished with your 

selection, you can save your document 
as an Akvis document (for further 
manipulation), or as a PNG, JPEG, 
Tiff, or as a Windows bitmap file.

There is also a share button that will let you upload your image directly to Facebook, Twitter, Flickr, Tumblr,  
or Google+.

Akvis SmartMask versions:
Akvis SmartMask comes as a Plug-in, a stand alone application, or as a combination of the two. BTW: The 

demo lets you try both the plug-in and the standalone program so you can see which version you prefer.  
The Home (the single plug-in OR standalone program) and Home Deluxe (both the plug-in and the 

standalone program) versions are for non-commercial personal use whereas the Business version is for people/
business who want to sell their final artwork. Both versions allow you to install the software on two computers.

The Akvis web site has many SmartMask examples and Tutorials. I suggest you watch or read through 
them all. This way you can see right upfront whether Akvis SmartMask will suit your needs..

If you want to see more Akvis SmartMask videos, I suggest you go to Akvis’ YouTub web page and watch 
the SmartMask videos (BTW: they are listed at the bottom of the page).

If you like what you see, download the demo to further check out what it can do.

The Skinny
Evaluation: I was very surprised and pleased with how easy it was to remove the background of even complex images. I also like that with only a 
couple of quick strokes of the keep and delete pencil tools, SmartMask was able to remove the background even from dimly lit photos. 

I think it is nice that you have the option to buy the standalone version by itself. This way you can still use Smart Mask even if you don’t have a 
photo editing program to use the plug-in with. If you are removing the background from a lot of images, I suggest that you take the trial copy for 
a test run. I think you will like its ease of use.

Requires: Mac OS X 10.6-10.9 (32/64 bit). For the Standalone version: nothing else is required. For the plug-in: A photo editor that 
supports plug-ins (line Photoshop). Go to Akvis’ website to see if you have a compatible Photo editor.
Minimal system requirements: Intel/G4, 1 Gb RAM, 100 Mb HDD
Recommended system requirements: Intel/G5, 4 Gb RAM, 2 Gb HDD

Company: Akvis

Price:  Home: Plug-in only $69
Home: Standalone program:$69
Home Deluxe: (Plug-in & Standalone) $90
Business: (Plug-in & Standalone) $120
Educational License: 30% discount off of both the Home and Home Deluxe versions.

Available 10 day trial

SmartMask helped me quickly remove the green background from this model’s photo so I could 
make it look like her photo was taken at the Lednice chateau in the Czech Republic. If you look 
closely, I selected four different greens that I wanted removed and three different browns (for her 

hair) that I wanted to keep.

This is an example (from the 
Akvis web site). It shows how 
thorough SmartMask was at 

removing the background 
from all of the nooks and 

crannies of this ladie’s flowing 
hair. This would be very 

difficult to do in other photo 
editor programs.

http://akvis.com/en/smartmask/examples-selection-tool.php
http://akvis.com/en/smartmask/examples-selection-tool.php
https://www.youtube.com/user/AKVISvideo/videos
https://www.youtube.com/user/AKVISvideo/videos
http://akvis.com/en/compatibility-software.php
http://akvis.com/en/compatibility-software.php
http://akvis.com/en/smartmask/index.php
http://akvis.com/en/smartmask/index.php
http://akvis.com/en/smartmask/index.php
http://akvis.com/en/smartmask/index.php
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Galcon Fusion
by L. Davenport

All-right I’ll admit it. I’m not a game person. I can play a game for a 5 - 10 minutes and then I lose interest and move on to something else. So 
I didn’t have high hopes for Galcon Fusion holding my interest for very long. But I went ahead and played the first game, albeit at novice “Cabin 
boy”mode. Only minutes into the game I thought: “Oooooh, I like this game!” Now when I am tired of all my brain-draining programs, I like 
to sit back and play a few rounds of Galcon Fusion.

Your Mission
The object of the game is simple. Conquer and defend the planets on your screen. The game is over when one side loses all of its planets. 

When you start the game (in Classic mode), your screen is filled with black (neutral/unaligned) planets. At the top and bottom of the screen are 
two colored planets, one color for you and the other for “The Enemy”! 

If you send enough fighter ships to take over one of the neutral planets or conquer one of your opponent's planets, that planet’s color changes 
to your color, and vise versa. 

Each planet has a number at its center 
signifying the number of ships that planet 
currently has. Slowly that number rises as the 
planet builds new ships. So you need to send 
more ships to conquer a planet than are 
defending the it or you will loose your 
attacking ships. The more planets you have, 
the more ships you can build and deploy.

There is strategy to this game. Do I send all 
of my forces from this planet to conquer that 
planet, or should I reserve some for defense? If 
I do send ships out, what percentage of the 
planet’s ships do I send? FYI: There is a 
percentage number at the bottom right corner 
of the window that specifies the amount of 
ships what will be sent at any given time. But 
you can use your mouse’s scroll wheel to move 
that percentage up of down before 
deployment. 

Another nice feature is that you can change 
the direction of your ships. For instance, you 
can send ships from all of your planets at the 
same time to one planet (helpful for planets 
with tons of defensive ships). But what if at the 
last minute you see that the enemy is sending 
ships to one of your planets that only has a few 
defensive ships? Don’t worry, you can redirect a 
portion of the ships (that have already been 
deployed) to defend your planet.  

Game Modes
As you get better and better at the game, 

you can advance from Cabin Boy to a Grand 
Admiral level (for a total of 10 difficulty levels). 
Each progression makes the play a little harder. 
On top of this there are different game modes 
that you can choose from. In one game mode 

This is Galcon Fusion’s opening screen. There are eight different modes and ten different 
difficulty levels that you can choose from.

To win this game, you need to send out ships to conquer your opponent's planets before 
you opponent conquers your planets.
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called Stealth, you can see ships leave the enemies' 
planets, but then they disappear. You have no idea 
where they are going so you can add more ships to 
that planet's defense. This makes it quite interesting 
and challenging. Other game modes include: 
“Billiards” where the planets move rather than being 
stationary; “Vacuum” is a timed mode; “3-Way” pits 
you against two enemies instead of one; “Crash” has 
the ships crashing in to each other, etc. (there are 8 
single player games in-all). Since one game doesn't 
build upon another (like in many other games), you 
don’t have to unlock one mode/level before going to 
another. So you can go directly to any of the game 
modes.

Retro Mode
If you used to play video games back in the 80’s 

then you may get a kick out of Galcon Fusion’s 
Retro mode. With a quick tap on the F10 key, your screen 
changes from a graphical mode to a text mode. Your screen is 
filled with letters of the alphabet (for planets) and Dots (for 
ships). As a side note, it amazes me how the game industry 
has progressed. Remember games like Pong or ones that used 
text mode to play their games? They were the cat’s meow 
back then. Now it’s hard to imagine that people used to 
spend hours playing those games.

Multiplayer mode
Those of you that want a real flesh and blood opponent 

will be happy to know that Galcon Fusion can also be played 
in multiplayer mode over the internet. You can play up to 12 
online opponents at a time with games lasting up to 30 
minutes or longer. Now that would be challenging!

The Skinny
Evaluation: The game controls are very easy to use, plus it has a very low learning curve - simply read a few tips and you are on your way to 
conquering the galaxy. I like that once you deploy your ships, they aren’t locked into that destination. You have some flexibility. Since I have a 
short attention span for games, I like that the single user games are short, over in a few minutes. The Retro mode may appeal to old-timers, but 
it’s not for me. Going from it back to the graphical mode was such a mental relief. All I can think of is “eye candy” - much better and more 
colorful than the letters and dots. 

One of my family members really loves planetary conquest games, so I sat him down and had him play Galcon Fusion. Here is what he wrote 
after playing it for quite some time: “I have enjoyed playing Spaceward Ho! for over 20 years. It is a galaxy conquest game that pits you against 
multiple opponents. It has pauses between rounds of 10 years so you can let the technology advance (range, speed, firepower, defense, 
miniaturization) and your planets add population and are terra-formed. In the Galcon Fusion game, it is all about conquering new planets as fast 
as possible. Both games require you to come up with a general strategy. Both are highly addictive requiring counseling from time to time - ‘GO 
TO BED’”!

Requires: OS X 10.6.6 or higher

Company: Hassey Enterprises, Inc.

Price: $2.99  (Currently on an 80% off sale at the Apple store)

For those retro fans out there, Galcon Fusion has a Retro mode that lets you 
play the game using colored letters of the alphabet for planets and colored 

dots for ships.

You can send ships from one or all of your planets to conquer your opponent's 
planet.

http://www.galcon.com/fusion/
http://www.galcon.com/fusion/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/galcon-fusion/id419955867?mt=12
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/galcon-fusion/id419955867?mt=12
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Mocha Pro
by L. Davenport

Mocha Pro is an Academy Award winning Planar Tracking based visual effects program. It has been used by Hollywood and other motion 
picture studios on movies like Black Swan, The Hobbit, The Amazing Spiderman, Invictus, and the Harry Potter series.

In simple terms, Mocha Pro can track the motion of items in your video so they can be stabilized, removed (like safety wires on actors) or 
replaced (like replacing signs on billboards or on moving vehicles with another image or even a video of your choosing). Remember movies like 
Bladerunner with its futuristic cityscapes that have large video screens on the sides and fronts of tall buildings? Doing that is now child’s-play with 
Mocha Pro. 

Mocha Pro can also be used to replace one person’s face with another - like when the FX people placed Johnny Depp’s head on a dancer’s 
body for the ‘Futterwacken” dance at the end of the Alice In Wonderland movie. Now with Mocha Pro you too can create these effects and 
more with very little effort.

The Details
Planar Tracking

Mocha’s Planar Tracking will track Translation, Scale, Rotation, Skew, and Perspective. There is an AdjustTrack Module that uses master 
keyframe references and auto correct keyframe interpolation. Tracking layers can handle reflections, obstructed and blurred objects, even areas 
with low detail. 

Rather than using the standard multi-point tracking, Mocha uses Splines for both tracking and rotoscoping. Mocha Pro tracks an object’s 
rotation, translation, and scaling data using data gleaned from a user-defined plane - a 2 dimensional flat surface, such as the side of a box, a wall, 
or a computer screen. Once the plane is defined, Mocha can track the plane as the box, side of a truck, person, etc. moves about in the scene. 
Planar tracking provides a more solid track of your object (than using multi-point tracking), even if the object enters or leaves the frame.

If you look closely, you will see the outline of the green spline shape and the white bounding box that surrounds a car that 
has been removed.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6QiOO89JGII
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6QiOO89JGII
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6QiOO89JGII
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6QiOO89JGII
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Video Example: The Imagineer Systems’ web site has a Mocha Planar Tracking Quick Look video that shows examples of planar tracking.

Roto Tools
Mocha Pro gives you the choice of using X-Splines or Bezier tools to create your roto shapes. One of the workflows is to first create a planar 

tracking area to track your video’s motion and perspective. Afterward you can link your roto shapes to the planar track. This way it will pick up 
the motion and perspective of the plane track. This reduces the amount of time that you normally would of had to take to manually keyframe 
your work. 

A white bounding-box surrounds your drawn spline. This can be used to quickly resize or move your whole spline. A nice added touch is the 
ability to color-code the splines individually or as a layer group. This helps to quickly identify which spline is which. This is very helpful if there 
are quit a few items that you are tracking, removing etc.

When you are finished creating your roto shapes, you can copy and paste or export the roto information to common roto and mask file 
formats.

Additional roto tools include: Stereoscopic 3D rotos, Edge feathering, Join Layers, and a Transform tool. It will even let you render external 
mattes with motion blur.

Remove Tool
My favorite part of Mocha is its Remove tool. I think it is “so cool”! We have all seen movies where they have deleted something from the 

movie and replaced it with something else or left it bare. For example, showing an empty freeway (that is normally filled with traffic) or vacant 
streets in the downtown area of a major city. You know there’s always people and cars there. They can rope off maybe a block or two at a time (if 
the city officials let them). So how do they get those scenes 
where you can see empty streets for blocks on end? What video 
“magic” do the FX people use to remove the cars and people for 
their post-apocalyptic version of that city, etc.? 

Answer: More than likely they are using Mocha Pro. It will 
scan the selected area and if a part of a background is obscured 
in one frame, Mocha Pro can search the rest of the clip for a 
frame where the obscured background area is visible, and then 
move those pixels into the obscured frame. During this process 
Mocha Pro will also evaluate and compensate for the lighting 
differences between the source and the target frame.

 Now with our own copy of Mocha Pro, we  too can remove 
objects, people or animals just like the pros. Great!

BTW: The very next thing that I did after learning how to 
use Planar tracking was to try and remove a moving car from a 
video clip. Of course I had a couple of false starts where I had to 

These are the before and after shots showing the removal of a moving car from a video clip.

You can add movies to the side of your single or a multiple story buildings. 
The (playing) movie will stay in place as it comes into and out of view.

http://www.imagineersystems.com/videos/mocha-planar-tracking-quick-look/?back=http://www.imagineersystems.com/video/page/3/?dd=dateNew&orderby=date&order=DESC
http://www.imagineersystems.com/videos/mocha-planar-tracking-quick-look/?back=http://www.imagineersystems.com/video/page/3/?dd=dateNew&orderby=date&order=DESC
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reposition a few of the X-Splines here and there so that the whole car was encompassed throughout the whole scene (the bumper peaked out a 
few times during the first few tracking passes). But in a very short period of time the car was completely GONE! I couldn’t believe how easy it 
was. I can’t wait to start using Mocha pro on my videos to remove unsightly telephone poles or wires that cross into view, or remove that 
obnoxious kid who ran into view and made faces, ruining an otherwise perfect scene, etc!

Video Example: Remove Module Quick Look. If you want to see more, the Imagineer Systems’ web site has a quick video tutorial showing 
the removal of a running dog from the scene. BTW: It even shows how they do the talking pig commercials that we have all seen.

Insert Module
The Insert Module helps you add an image to your tracked surface. This image can be a still-frame, image sequence, or a movie. Once it is 

imported, you can use the Insert Module’s tools to match the footage to the background layer. It can then render inserts with motion blur that is 
based on the tracking data inside of Mocha Pro. The Insert Module also has animated blur tools to match focus blurs, etc.

You can use Mocha Pro’s Mesh Warp tool to warp or bend an imported image to conform to the shape or contours of the tacked item.
Example: If you have watched movies (and who hasn't), you have undoubtedly seen actors with strange tattoos on their faces or bodies. These 

may have been applied in Makeup, or they may have been an afterthought and applied digitally to the actor in post-production. This is easily 
accomplished using Mocha Pro’s Warp Mesh tool. With it, you can distort your inserted image (tattoo) to align with your actor’s body or face. 
Combined with the Planar tracking, the tattoo will reman affixed to the actor’s body as he moves about the screen.

The Mesh Warp tool can also be used to attach signs to inanimate items that aren’t flat, like adding a logo to the front or back of the jacket that 
the actor is wearing, etc.  

Example: One of the video clips on the Imagineer Systems’ web site shows the team number and logo being removed from a basketball player’s 
jersey and then being replaced by a different number and logo. The changes tracked perfectly as the player moved around in the scene.

The Insert Module can also be used for “Beauty work” as shown in this 18 minute Digital makeup with mocha Pro planar tracking 
video. It shows the removal of skin blemishes, adding a lipstick color to the lips, etc.

When you have completed your insert tracking, you can either render and export it from 
Mocha Pro, or you can export the tracking data to a 3rd party video compositing program.

Video Example: Insert Module

Lens Module
Have you ever taken video footage only to discover later that it has a bad case of lens distortion 

- lines that should have been straight but are instead bowed, etc. Frustrating, especially if that was 
a “once in a lifetime” shot. Now with Mocha Pro you can straighten those lines. Afterward you 
can export to the free Mocha Lens plug-in for After Effects or export distortion maps to 
programs like Nuke, Flame Fusion etc. 

Stabilize Module
Unless you are using a tripod or have a very steady hand, you have undoubtedly wound up 

with jerky footage. Ruined! But not if you have Mocha Pro. Its Stabilize Module can stabilize 
your footage. There is a Smooth option that has selectable anchor frames which helps reduce the 

The screen shot on the left shows the original sign on the side of a U Haul (in my video). In the screen shot on the right, I replaced the 
sign with a JPG picture. The replaced picture remained attached to the side of the truck as the video camera panned from left to right.  

This Screen shot shows a temporary 
checkered pattern over the area that I will 

be replacing with a new image. It also 
shows  the pink Planar grid overlay. 

http://www.imagineersystems.com/videos/mocha-pro-remove-module-quick-look/?back=http://www.imagineersystems.com/video/page/4/?dd=dateNew&orderby=date&order=DESC
http://www.imagineersystems.com/videos/mocha-pro-remove-module-quick-look/?back=http://www.imagineersystems.com/video/page/4/?dd=dateNew&orderby=date&order=DESC
http://www.imagineersystems.com/videos/whats-new-in-mocha-4-stereo-3d-remove/?back=http://www.imagineersystems.com/video/page/3/?dd=dateNew&orderby=date&order=DESC
http://www.imagineersystems.com/videos/whats-new-in-mocha-4-stereo-3d-remove/?back=http://www.imagineersystems.com/video/page/3/?dd=dateNew&orderby=date&order=DESC
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wwKQtxbLeH8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wwKQtxbLeH8
http://www.imagineersystems.com/videos/mocha-pro-insert-module/?back=http://www.imagineersystems.com/video/page/4/?dd=dateNew&orderby=date&order=DESC
http://www.imagineersystems.com/videos/mocha-pro-insert-module/?back=http://www.imagineersystems.com/video/page/4/?dd=dateNew&orderby=date&order=DESC
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jitters while maintaining the original camera motion.
When you stabilize footage, black areas appear around the 

edges. With other stabilizing programs that I have used, I had 
to increase the scale of the footage to remove these black areas. 
But not with Mocha Pro. It will use the same technology used 
by the Remove Module, to automatically fill the black edges 
without having to scale up your stabilized footage.

Video Example: Stabilize Module Quick look

Stereoscopic 3D
Mocha Pro supports native stereo 3D. What this means is 

that instead of planar tracking one view, Mocha Pro can track 
both (eye) views. This makes object removal, etc. on 3D 
footage a lot easer that the old-style keyframing workflow.

Mocha Pro supports stereo roto and tracking exports for 
NUKE and Adobe After Effects, plus Stereo 3D Camera FBX exports. 

Video Example: The Imagineer Systems’ web site has a short video clip called Stereo 3D Rotoscoping that gives you a quick look on how to 
adjust the left and right views.

Mattes
For organizational purposes, you can color-code your mattes (with the amount of opacity or transparency that you want). As you work, you 

can view all of your matts, only the selected mattes, or none. 
If you own another keyer or roto program and have already created mattes of objects in your video clip, you can import these mattes in to 

Mocha Pro.
Your rendered mattes or shape data (including stereo rendered shapes) can be exported to be used in other applications.

Clean Plates
One of the ways to remove items from the screen is by creating a cleanplate from the currently viewed frame. Once created, you can take it 

into a graphic program like Photoshop to remove blemishes, safety wires, etc.. When you save your edits in your graphics program, the cleanplate 
will be automatically updated within Mocha Pro.

Mocha Pro will then use this cleanplate to replace frames in your footage. 

Dope Sheet
When you create tracking or animation data, 

diamond shaped keyframes will automatically 
appear in the Dope Sheet on the appropriate item 
layer. These keyframes can be easily moved, copied, 
and pasted.

Merge Projects
If you are working on a large project and have split 

the workload between several people, you can easily 
merge the footage together using Mocha Pro’s Merge Project option. The only limitation is that the merged footage must match the same 
dimensions, aspect ratio, and frame length as the footage that you are merging into. 

Mocha Versions
Mocha 4 comes in two versions: Mocha Pro that has all of the aforementioned features (plus more) and Mocha Plus, that has a limited tool-

set. I suggest that you go to Imagineer Systems’ Comparison web page to see which version best suits your needs.

Learning Tools
Mocha Pro comes with an extensive online manual. But to be honest, at first, I only referred to it for some finer points. I learned almost all the 

basics from the wealth of video tutorials that can be found on both the Imagineer Systems’ web site and on YouTube.

You can color-code your mattes with the amount of opacity or transpar-
ency that you want. You can export these rendered mattes or shape data.

You can use the Dope Sheet to move, copy, and paste keyframes in your layers.

http://www.imagineersystems.com/videos/mocha-stabilize-module-quick-look/?back=http://www.imagineersystems.com/video/page/4/?dd=dateNew&orderby=date&order=DESC
http://www.imagineersystems.com/videos/mocha-stabilize-module-quick-look/?back=http://www.imagineersystems.com/video/page/4/?dd=dateNew&orderby=date&order=DESC
http://www.imagineersystems.com/videos/whats-new-in-mocha-4-stereo-3d-rotoscoping/?back=http://www.imagineersystems.com/video/page/3/?dd=dateNew&orderby=date&order=DESC
http://www.imagineersystems.com/videos/whats-new-in-mocha-4-stereo-3d-rotoscoping/?back=http://www.imagineersystems.com/video/page/3/?dd=dateNew&orderby=date&order=DESC
http://www.imagineersystems.com/products/compare/
http://www.imagineersystems.com/products/compare/
http://www.imagineersystems.com/support/documentation/
http://www.imagineersystems.com/support/documentation/
http://www.imagineersystems.com/video/?dd=dateNew&orderby=date&order=DESC
http://www.imagineersystems.com/video/?dd=dateNew&orderby=date&order=DESC
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fC16-GywKp0&list=PL07D9D927AE2D1B34
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fC16-GywKp0&list=PL07D9D927AE2D1B34
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Demo reels

If you are interested in Mocha Pro but want to see more before you 
make your purchasing decision, I suggest that you check-out these 
customer demo reels: The 3 minute video: 2011 Imagineer Systems 
Customer Show Reel surprised me when it showed faces being super-
imposed on actors from movies like Buckaroo Bonzi, The Black Hole, and 
2010. This reel also shows Mocha Pro doing all sorts of special effects. It 
gives a good example of what Mocha Pro can do. The four minute: 2013 
Mocha Customer show Reel shows all sorts of before and after shots, 
green screening, changing logos on a basketball jersey, etc. These are only 
two of the many show reels found on Imagineer Systems’ web site. If you 
have the time to spare, I highly recommend viewing this 23 minute video: 
Fantasy Elf Shot from Start to Finish using mocha Pro and After 
Effects. It takes a female face (with blemishes, etc.) and transforms her into 
smooth faced Elfin beauty with glowing skin and golden eyes.

File Formats that are supported in Mocha 4:
Image formats     Movie clip formats 
OpenEXR files (.exr)     AVI files (.avi)          
Cineon files (.cin)      DV Stream files (.dv)   
DPX files (.dpx)       MP4 files (.mp4)    
JPEG files (.jpg and .jpeg)      MPG files (.mpg)    
PNG files (.png)       QuickTime Movie files (.mov and .qt)  
SGI files (.bw, .iris, .rgb, .rgba and .sgi)   RED files (.r3d)    
TGA files (.tga)
TIFF files (.tif and .TIFF)

If you have footage in a file format that is not supported, Imagineer Systems suggest that you convert it to an image sequence and then import 
that into Mocha Pro.

The Skinny
Evaluation: Mocha Pro is a high-end video tool that is a must-have of any serious film maker. The time it would save in post-production work 
would outweigh the initial price. But it might be out of the price range of the everyday hobbyist. For those people, I think that Mocha Plus 
might be a better fit. 

Though Mocha Pro has a lot of things that it can do (and you need to learn), I like that you can be up and running on the basics rather 
quickly if you follow along on their video tutorials. I also like that you have the choice of either exporting the tracking data to a 3rd party 
compositing program or render it from within Mocha Pro and then export it as a QuickTime movie or as an image sequence.

Requires: Mac OS X 10.7 or higher on an Intel Mac, Adobe After Effects CS4-CC (with mocha Lens plug-in), Nuke, Flame, Fusion (with 
rendered ST Maps)

Minimal  Hardware Requirements:              Recommended Hardware Requirements:
Processor: At least 1-GHz Pentium IV     Intel Core 2 Duo or equivalent
 Memory: At least 1 GB       Memory: 4 GB +
Disk: At least 1 GB       Disk: High-speed disk array
Graphics card: Must support OpenGL     Graphics Card: NVDIA Quadro FX 1500 or equivalent
Monitor: Minimum resolution 1200×800 pixels   Monitor: 1920×1080 or higher
Network: Must have an enabled network adapter (wifi or ethernet) Network: Must have an enabled network adapter (wifi or ethernet)

Company: Imagineer Systems

Price: Mocha Plus $245,  Mocha Pro: $1495

Available trial copy

Mary Poplin from Imagineer Systems used Mocha Pro and 
After Effects to take a female face (with blemishes etc.) and 

transformed her into a smooth faced Elfin beauty with glowing 
skin and golden eyes.  If you look closely, you will notice the 

moles on her neck and check, along with the roughness of her 
face have been removed.
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Michael’s Mac Tips
[NL Editor: Michael Shaw, the president and newsletter editor for the MaUsE User’s Group in Ontario Canada has graciously allowed SMMUG to 
reprint any of the articles that appear in his newsletter. This is a boon for us since he is constantly including security and tech articles that would be very 
helpful to any Mac person. Today we will start with the first in a long line of his SPAM fighting tips. - Thank you Michael Shaw]

SPAM: You Can Fight Back ! Here's How I Do It 
SPAM is sent from computers with email accounts that have been "taken over". In most cases, all SPAMMERs need in order to do this is 

someone's email address & password. That's why there are so many bogus requests for your password from phony websites telling you that there 
is a problem with your email and you must update your email information or lose your account.

In many, but not all cases, the SPAM artist does not want access to your email so he can read your mail. He wants your info so he can get 
access to your contact list and use your passwords in order to access your account in order to use YOUR email account to send SPAM from. That 
is why so much of the SPAM that you receive comes from legitimate email addresses.

An obvious instance of this occurred recently when many of the MaUsE membership received emails supposedly from a MaUsE member 
claiming to have been robbed and asking for funds to be sent to him in Italy. Of course he was not actually stranded in a foreign country and 
desperately in need of funds and not actually the source of the emails, but someone posing as him had gained access to his email account and was 
posing as him in order to send out requests for money.

When you receive SPAM email there is often a link that the SPAM sender wants you to click on or, in some cases, a "reply to" email address in 
the body of the SPAM message that is not the address from which the message was sent. If the return address sounds like a normal email address, 
one like < beverly.smith@gmail.com > or < 
peter.carnet@yahoo.ca > but the SPAM 
message wants me to contact someone whose 
name is different, or whose email server is in 
Russia or China, my tendency is to assume 
that I am receiving the SPAM from the email 
account of an innocent person who has no 
idea that their email information has been 
compromised.

Because I am a nice guy and because I want 
to reduce the amount of SPAM I receive, I 
have devised a copy/paste response to this 
situation. You can see it to the right. Whenever 
I suspect that I am dealing with innocent 
victims of instances of third-party SPAM, I 
send an email directly to the source instead of 
to the email address suggested in the body of 
the message, which I hope will be the email 
address of the person who has unwittingly 
allowed his or her email password to get out 
into the wild. It is my hope that this action will 
be recognized for what it is and appreciated 
when received. So far it has been received well 
and generated several polite replies from 
people who were unaware that their account 
was being used in this way.

As for the rest of us, the lessons to be learned here are that you should never reveal your passwords to anyone and that you should change your 
password frequently.

Written by Michael Shaw
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Signing Out of iCloud 
iDevices and Macs

There might be some confusion about how to 
sign out of iCloud on your iPad. There isn’t really 
a “sign out” button. To sign out of iCloud see 
under Settings - iCloud. There is a "Delete 
Account" at the bottom, which you might very 
reluctant to use, because it sounds so...well... final. 
But it will not really delete the account. Go ahead 
and tap the Delete Account button. Deleting the 
account from your iOS device will do just that: it 
will not delete the data in iCloud.

Note: You can sign in to iCloud.com from 
more than one browser at a time. Signing out of 
iCloud.com from one browser does not sign you 
out from other browsers.

To sign out from every browser where you’re 
now signed in, click your account name at the top 
of the iCloud window, choose Account Settings, 
click Advanced, then click Sign Out of All 
Browsers.

To sign out of iCloud on your Mac, go to 
iCloud in the System Preferences, Click on 
iCloud. When the iCloud panel opens, click on 
Sign Out. If you sign out of iCloud, your iCloud 
mail, calendars, reminders, notes, and documents 
stored in iCloud are removed from your Mac. If 
you have photos in My Photo Stream that aren’t 
imported, they’re removed from your Mac. Your 
bookmarks and Reading List remain in Safari, but 
iCloud Tabs are no longer available.

You can choose whether to remove your 
contacts, or keep a copy in your Contacts app. 
You can also choose whether to remove passwords 
and credit cards stored in iCloud Keychain, or to 
keep a copy in your Mac keychain. If you keep a 
copy of your contacts or passwords and credit 
cards, iCloud doesn’t keep the copy up to date 
with changes on your other devices.

Your other devices signed in to iCloud 
continue to have your most recent information. If 
you sign in to iCloud again on your Mac, your 
iCloud information reappears in your Mac apps, 
up to date.
 
Written by Michael Shaw
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Chrome Warnings
The Good News

All of us get many opportunities to click 
on links that might be problematic. If you 
check whatever mailbox your email 
browser sends your SPAM to you will 
likely find that you receive more bogus 
email messages than real ones. Its not your 
fault: As soon as you get a new email 
address and use it for normal messaging it 
will start to attract SPAM. Much of the 
SPAM is from “phishing” websites that are 
designed to induce you to doubt the 
security of your email account 
information, or of your Apple ID, or of 
your online banking transactions. Dire 
warnings will be followed with a link 
where you can verify your identity or 
reestablish your access to your account by 
submitting your Username and Password. 
Of course you would never do this but 
other people are not as smart and clever as 
you are. So Chrome has put into place a 
warning that will appear on your screen if 
you click on a suspicious link in a email 
message.

As a general rule Mac users do not have 
to worry about virus and malware attacks, 
but what if the malware attacks not the 
computer or the operating system you are 
using, but the actual website you are 
visiting? The recent episode with the 
Heartbleed internet bug has shown that 
some browsers (Safari particularly) have 
security issues that may allow access to 
private information.

Chrome has compiled a list of websites 
that have suspicious content. Chrome 
cannot actually block your access to suspicious sites but they can and will warn you when you click on any links that have been reported as 
unsavory.

The internet can be a fun place to wander about and meet strangers but you must be careful about any offer that is too good to be true. Many, 
if not all, humans are capable of creating sophisticated duplicitous schemes. That ability, and the power of speech, are what differentiates us from 
other forms of terrestrial life.

Written by Michael Shaw

Reprinted with permission from Michael Shaw - President and Newsletter Editor of  the MaUsE User’s Group in Ontario Canada.

http://www.mause.ca
http://www.mause.ca
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FunBITS
PhotoCard Is a Modern Postcard for iPad and iPhone

by Michael E. Cohen 
It used to be a standard part of my vacation to send postcards to friends and family so I could let them know I was having a better time than 

they were. These days, however, between the ever-rising cost of postage stamps, the gradual disappearance of corner mailboxes, and the 
increasing ubiquity of both smartphone cameras and Wi-Fi, my postcard-picking vacation ritual has fallen into desuetude. However, not all of 
my friends and family are as tech savvy as I, nor are emailed vacation snapshots quite as suitable as the venerable postcard for sticking on the 
refrigerator, pinning to the cubicle wall, or sharing with friends at the weekly coffee and bagel meet-up.

So for my vacation this year I thought I would check the App Store to see if there was a reasonably priced, reasonably capable postcard app 
among the 75 gajillion digital widgets available, an app that would let me create a digital card with my own photos, compose a short message, 
and then either send it via email (for my friends who were comfortable citizens of the 21st century) or print and send it via standard postal mail 
(for those in my cohort who pine for phones with dials and typewriters with ribbons). Not surprisingly, I found several apps that offered these 
capabilities, but the one that caught my eye and won my heart was an app by some guy named Bill Atkinson: PhotoCard.

You may remember that name. Atkinson was the Apple employee who was the guiding light behind such things as QuickDraw (the 
graphical software underpinning the original Mac), MacPaint, and HyperCard. What you may not know is that, aside from his software-
crafting brilliance, he is also a highly respected nature photographer. He brought his love for fine photography together with his outstanding 
abilities as a software artisan to create PhotoCard, an app that is finely tuned to do one thing well: produce attractive digital postcards with a 
minimum of fuss and fiddling. PhotoCard is free; it requires iOS 7.

PhotoCard is not new; it first appeared for the iPhone back in 2010 (TidBITS readers may remember Adam Engst’s close encounter with Bill 
Atkinson at Macworld in 2010, during which Atkinson waxed passionately about the app, among much else; see “Macworld Expo 2010 
Reboots,” 15 February 2010). PhotoCard has evolved since then, becoming more streamlined and capable with each iteration; the current 
version is 9.0.

The app, which is native for both the iPhone and iPad, presents a simple interface controlled by a small strip running along the bottom of the 
screen on the iPad; on the iPhone, the app uses landscape orientation and the strip is split in two, presented along the sides of the screen. The 
commands available on the strip are easy to figure out, but on the off-chance you find them obscure, the Guide (also available from a single tap 
on the strip) can clarify things.

To create a new card you tap (what else?) New. This provides you with the opportunity to take a new photo with your device’s camera, choose 
a photo from your Photos collections, use a photo from a card you sent previously (PhotoCard retains a history of all the cards you make and 
send), or use one of Atkinson’s own nature photos. The app comes with hundreds of such photos that you can use on your postcards for free; if 
storage space on your device is an issue, you can, instead, download the “lite” 
version of the app, which includes only a few dozen photos.

Although I appreciate the capability to take a picture within the app and 
immediately make a card from it, I found that I never actually used that feature. 
Instead, I would usually compose and take pictures using my Camera app and 
later pick a shot from my Photos collection when it came to postcard-writing 
time.

Once you have a picture selected, you can crop and adjust it in various ways. 
The controls are simple and not too ambitious: you can enhance the photo 
(which automatically tweaks the brightness, saturation, and contrast, usually to 
good effect), lighten it, darken it, and switch between landscape and portrait 
orientation. However, because you can use any photo in your Photos collection, 
and because there are many apps that provide more complex and detailed image 
editing capabilities, PhotoCard’s minimalist editing controls are not much of a 
drawback.

With a photo picked and tweaked, it’s time to compose the message to put on 
the card. Once again, the function is simple: just tap in the content area of the 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bill_Atkinson
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bill_Atkinson
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/photocard-by-bill-atkinson/id333208430?mt=8&at=10l5PW
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/photocard-by-bill-atkinson/id333208430?mt=8&at=10l5PW
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/QuickDraw
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/QuickDraw
http://www.billatkinson.com/Pages/aboutTheGalleries.html
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card and start typing. If you don’t like the typeface, type size, or line spacing, a quick tap on the Font 
button provides a menu of fonts from which you can choose, along with two simple sliders to 
adjust size and spacing. Aside from the built-in iOS fonts, the app comes with a bunch of 
additional licensed typefaces. My only complaint about the text editing interface is that it does not 
support styled text, like italic or boldface. I can live with that.

  Next, you can pick a stamp to put 
on the card. Again, PhotoCard comes 
with a huge selection of stamp designs 
from which you can choose. 
However, if none of these appeals to 
you, you can, for a small fee, create a 
stamp from one of your own images, 
which you are then free to use on any 
cards you subsequently make (more 
about the fee below). For email cards, 
the stamps are of course merely 
decorative items; for cards to be sent 
via postal mail, the stamps serve as 
postage, and they display the 
appropriate postal bar codes required 
by the U.S. Postal Service (the care 
with which Atkinson designed the 

stamp layout to work within the USPS’s requirements is typical of the app).
 If you like, you can also 
decorate your cards with 
stickers; these are graphics 
that also come with the app 
and that range in style from whimsical…

…to photo-realistic.

You can resize and rotate the stickers and drag them to where you 
want them to appear. Don’t worry, PhotoCard won’t let you place a 
sticker that obstructs the address or the stamp. To remove a sticker, just 
drag it off the card. As with stamps, you can create your own stickers 
for a small fee and reuse them as often as you like.

You can also tap Voice to add short voice notes to any emailed card 
(about a minute’s worth of audio). A voice note is indicated by a speech 
balloon graphic that, like a sticker, you can position wherever you want 
on the card. The actual voice note, though, comes through as a separate 
sound file attached to the email; your recipient can click the attachment 
to play it in most email programs.

Finally, you can tap Actions to address the card, either manually or by choosing the addressee from your iOS Contacts list. PhotoCard also 
keeps track of previous addresses you have used so you can send additional cards to the same recipients with minimal fuss. The app knows 
whether you have chosen an email address or a postal address, and adjusts the card’s stamp appropriately.

With the card suitably addressed, you tap Actions again and then tap Send Postcard. For printed and mailed cards, the fee is deducted from 
your PhotoCards account, and the card is printed, trimmed, laminated, and mailed within about two business days. It costs nothing to send a 
card via email.

And how do the cards look? The email cards are beautiful; Take Control editor in chief Tonya Engst, who received one of my emailed 
vacation cards last week, said, “It’s nice enough that I could print it out and stick it on my fridge to enjoy for a while (were my fridge not already 
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encrusted with stuff).” (She sent me a snapshot of her refrigerator to support her 
case.)

As for the print cards, they are 5.5 by 8.25 inches (14 by 21 cm) in size, and 
are stunning: the colors are bright, the details are sharp, the print quality is 
excellent, and the laminated paper stock on which they are printed is sturdy 
enough to survive all but the most negligent handling by postal employees. For 
best results when printing, Atkinson recommends that you crop your own 
images to exactly 1920 by 1280 pixels and save them as 8-bit sRGB JPEGs; the 
image I used for my sample card I simply grabbed as-is from my Photo Stream, 
and the printed version came out looking just fine.

Now, about the “account” that I previously mentioned. Rather than your 
buying stamps, stickers, and printing/mailing charges as in-app purchases, you 
create an account with PhotoCard when you first use the app. You can then 
purchase “credits” for your account via PayPal or credit card. Credits cost about 
$2 each; I say “about” because the more you buy at a time, the less they cost. For 
example, on my recent vacation I paid $25 for 30 PhotoCard credits. The fee 
for creating a custom stamp or sticker, or for having a card printed and mailed, 
is two credits.

The account is useful beyond just providing a way to buy and spend credits. 
It also keeps a history of all your cards and card recipients and syncs them 
among all the iOS devices on which you have PhotoCard installed. This means 
you can send a card from your iPhone, and later pick up your iPad and reuse 
the previously sent card to send to someone else.

I don’t have much else to add other than that I love, love, love this app. On 
my most recent vacation I found myself looking for opportunities to take pictures 
and send them off to friends and family. PhotoCard is simple, slick, and attractive, and I never once found myself frustrated or confused by it. 
Bill Atkinson has said, “This is my best work, much better than QuickDraw, MacPaint, and HyperCard all rolled together.” Although that 
may seem a rather hyperbolic statement, given how big a dent in the universe each of those creations made, when it comes to sheer craft, beauty, 
and elegance, Atkinson may not be wrong.

Tidbits
[Click on the blue titles to read the whole story]

Apple Bans Two Toxins from iPhone Assembly Plants -- Apple has banned the use of two chemicals that endangered the health of Chinese 
iPhone assemblers: n-hexane, which is used to clean screens and could cause nerve damage and paralysis; and benzene, a known carcinogen 
that’s used to coat electronic components. However, these chemicals are still in use further up in the supply chain, and Apple is being pressured 
to eliminate them from the entire chain.

The Origin of “x” to Close -- On Medium, Lauren Archer has tracked the evolution of the use of “x” as a symbol to denote closing a window. 
While it’s now ubiquitous on both Mac and Windows, it wasn’t a common convention until Windows 95, which in turn picked it up from 
NeXT, but Archer traces the symbol’s origins even earlier, to Atari’s TOS 1.0 from 1985.

An Inside Look at Apple University, Where Picasso Rules -- Brian X. Chen of the New York Times was granted a rare, if limited, peek into 
Apple University, the company’s internal training program. The program offers courses on Apple business decisions, design choices, and what 
makes Apple tick. One of the more interesting tidbits is that Apple uses lithographs of Picasso’s “The Bull” as an example of how to narrow a 
concept to its essential elements.

Using Swift as a Scripting Language -- Programmers typically have to learn several languages to do their jobs. In the Apple world, that might 
include Objective-C to code Mac and iOS apps and AppleScript to automate common tasks. But developer Filip W has shown that Apple’s 
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new Swift programming language can be used both for app development and as a scripting language. As a proof of concept, he developed a script 
to change his Mac’s wallpaper in Swift, without using Xcode.

Steve Jobs Dreamed of Open Wi-Fi Networks -- After the release of the iPhone, Steve Jobs told Re/code’s Walt Mossberg that he was so 
frustrated by AT&T’s slow cellular network and the general lack of open Wi-Fi access points that he came up with a plan to make it easy for users 
to share their Wi-Fi networks with strangers safely. He even wanted to create an industry consortium of sorts to make guest networks a standard 
feature of wireless routers. Jobs’s frustration could have been the inspiration for the guest network feature in AirPort base stations, though it might 
also have just been a natural development.

Upcoming iOSDevCamp 2014 Promises Three-Day Hackathon -- For those interested in iOS development, the non-profit iOSDevCamp 
2014 is coming up on 22 August 2014 at the eBay offices in San Jose, California, and there’s still time to register. The three-day hackathon will 
cover all of Apple’s upcoming technologies, like HealthKit and HomeKit, as well as robotics, big data, alternate currencies and more. Also, you 
can look forward to catered meals on Saturday and Sunday, Saturday night gaming, and lots of opportunities for collaboration and networking. 
Not bad for a $100 registration fee!

Read The Magazine for Free -- Our own Glenn Fleishman’s general-interest publication, The Magazine, has revamped its iOS app, releasing a 
version 2.0 using the TypeEngine publishing system. To mark the change, Glenn is opening up the app’s first 47 issues for free download via the 
new app. New issues, starting with number 48, cost $1.99 each, or come twice monthly for subscribers at $1.99 per month or $19.99 per year. 
After 29 August 2014, individual back issues will cost $1.99.

Flappy Bird Returns as an Amazon Fire TV Exclusive -- Flappy Bird was a surprising smash hit on the iPhone and iPad until developer Dong 
Nguyen pulled it in fear of what its addictive gameplay was doing to users. Now, Flappy Bird is back as an exclusive to Amazon’s Fire TV (to find 
out how the Fire TV stacks up as a gaming device, see “Fire Watch with Me: Amazon Fire TV vs. Apple TV,” 13 May 2014). Relaunched as 
Flappy Bird Family, the game now features multiplayer support and additional hazards, like ghosts.

HarperCollins Continues to Explore Ebook Bundling Avenues -- HarperCollins, one of the “Big Five” book publishers, is continuing to 
explore ways to sell ebook/print bundles. Its latest foray is a partnership with major print book distributor Ingram and BookShout, a company 
that provides ebooks directly to readers. The trio has signed eleven independent bookstores to participate in the program, through which 
customers buying print books at the bookstores can also purchase low-price access codes that they would then use to download the matching 
ebooks directly from BookShout.

Untangling the Amazon/Hachette Dispute -- In the ongoing battle between multibillion-dollar global corporations, retailer Amazon and 
publisher Hachette, Amazon loses the thread of its argument. Glenn Fleishman teases out what’s really going on, and — no surprise — DRM is 
once again at the heart of the matter.

Potato Salad Goes Viral on Kickstarter -- A crowdfunding campaign for potato salad takes the cake. But will anyone be able to reproduce the 
recipe?

RIP: Robin Williams, One of Us 
 by Josh Centers 

On 11 August 2014, Oscar-winning actor and comedian Robin Williams died, of an apparent suicide. Apple CEO Tim Cook posted a rare 
tweet with his condolences, and Apple made the unusual decision to honor him on its Web site. But maybe that shouldn’t come as a surprise, 
since Williams’s voiceover from the 1989 “Dead Poets Society” kicked off Apple’s Your Verse ad 
campaign.

But we also know that Williams was something of an Apple fan, attending Macworld Expo in 
2005 and again in 2007. In fact, our own Jeff Carlson nearly bumped into him — literally — at the 
2005 show.

Back when Macworld Expo was a much bigger event (when that was the way Apple revealed all of 
its important new products), you’d occasionally see celebrities who were just as geeky as us. One year as 
I was walking the crowded aisles, I nearly collided with a man in a hurry. In a split second I recognized 
Robin Williams, loaded with tchotchkes and smiling his wide grin. I could tell this was the speed he 
needed to use to see the show floor without becoming trapped by dozens of fans. As he rushed by, a 

(Photo courtesy Graham Keith 

http://recode.net/2014/08/05/its-time-for-shared-open-home-wi-fi/
http://recode.net/2014/08/05/its-time-for-shared-open-home-wi-fi/
http://www.iosdevcamp.org/2014/07/15/iosdevcamp-2014-announcement/
http://www.iosdevcamp.org/2014/07/15/iosdevcamp-2014-announcement/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/magazine-for-geeks-like-us./id557744510?mt=8&at=10l5PW
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/magazine-for-geeks-like-us./id557744510?mt=8&at=10l5PW
http://www.theverge.com/2014/8/1/5960291/flappy-bird-is-back-but-only-in-amazons-android-app-store
http://www.theverge.com/2014/8/1/5960291/flappy-bird-is-back-but-only-in-amazons-android-app-store
http://tidbits.com/article/14739
http://tidbits.com/article/14739
http://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/digital/content-and-e-books/article/63526-harper-ingram-team-with-bookshout-to-offer-bundling.html
http://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/digital/content-and-e-books/article/63526-harper-ingram-team-with-bookshout-to-offer-bundling.html
http://tidbits.com/article/14983
http://tidbits.com/article/14983
http://tidbits.com/article/14935
http://tidbits.com/article/14935
http://tidbits.com/article/14988
http://tidbits.com/article/14988
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/08/12/movies/robin-williams-oscar-winning-comedian-dies-at-63.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/08/12/movies/robin-williams-oscar-winning-comedian-dies-at-63.html
https://twitter.com/tim_cook/statuses/498984385610129409
https://twitter.com/tim_cook/statuses/498984385610129409
https://twitter.com/tim_cook/statuses/498984385610129409
https://twitter.com/tim_cook/statuses/498984385610129409
http://www.apple.com/remembering-robin-williams/
http://www.apple.com/remembering-robin-williams/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jiyIcz7wUH0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jiyIcz7wUH0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jiyIcz7wUH0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jiyIcz7wUH0
http://benguild.com/2005/01/20/robin-williams-at-macworld-san-francisco/
http://benguild.com/2005/01/20/robin-williams-at-macworld-san-francisco/
http://benguild.com/2005/01/20/robin-williams-at-macworld-san-francisco/
http://benguild.com/2005/01/20/robin-williams-at-macworld-san-francisco/
http://www.extensions.in.th/macworld/wednesday/wed_1.html
http://www.extensions.in.th/macworld/wednesday/wed_1.html


25! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !                           Silicon Summit
woman behind me yelled, “We love you Robin!” He smiled even more broadly, but kept on moving.

Robin Williams was one of the funniest comedians and best actors of our time, and it makes this sad news all the more poignant to know that 
in some ways, he was just like the rest of us.

(Of course, the Mac world has another Robin Williams, the woman best known for penning “The Little Mac Book,” “The Mac is Not a 
Typewriter,” and numerous other books about the Mac, desktop publishing, Web design, and Shakespeare. Last we heard from her, she’s alive 
and well.)

Microsoft Addresses Notable Complaints with Office for iPad Update
by Julio Ojeda-Zapata 

Microsoft Office for the iPad, released four months ago to generally positive reviews (including mine, see “Office for iPad: A Deep Look,” 3 
April 2014), but lacking obvious and important features, has received a solid round of upgrades.

New features in all three of the suite’s apps – Word, Excel, and 
PowerPoint – include export to PDF, support for third-party fonts, and 
an image-cropping tool with a reset control. PDF exporting is available 
even to those without an Office 365 subscription, which is required for 
most Office for iPad functions.

The other updates focus on Excel and PowerPoint. Excel for iPad gains 
pivot tables, a flicking gesture for selecting data across a row or column, 
support for external keyboards, and augmented printing options.

  PowerPoint for iPad has added a Presenter View for seeing and editing 
notes, previewing the next slide, and jumping to other slides, all while 
running the presentation. The app also lets you play video or audio 
during a presentation, insert videos from the Camera Roll, add and edit 
hyperlinks, and use new pen and eraser settings for making and removing 

annotations during a presentation.
Microsoft earlier addressed one other major shortcoming, by adding 

printing support, so with this update the company has filled in the biggest 
holes in the Office apps.

I previously noted other, less-critical shortcomings in Office for iPad, 
and these remain, for the most part. They include the lack of access to the 
camera from within any of the apps, no Open In feature for handing 
content off to non-Microsoft apps; and document sharing that’s limited to 
email (as a link or attachment).

I don’t expect Microsoft to offer any Web-based file sharing and backup 
options other than its own OneDrive (previously known as SkyDrive). 
Apple and Google favor their own such services over independent services 
like Dropbox as well, so this is hardly a shocker.

Microsoft has also released updates to iOS and OS X versions of OneNote, the free note-organizing app that is offered separately but has an 
identical look and feel to its Office cousins and is, for all intents and purposes, an Office app.

The OneNote updates include access to OneDrive for Business and Office 365 notebooks; unlocking of password-protected content created 
in OneNote for Windows; inserting of attachments, including PDFs; improved note organizing, including rearranging; and copy-and-paste 
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improvements. OneNote for Mac also makes it possible to send notes in the bodies of email messages, rather than just as PDF attachments.
But OneNote still has a long way to go before it will tempt me into defecting from my note-keeping standby, Evernote, as I concluded in 
“Microsoft’s OneNote takes on Evernote” (6 May 2014).

Upgrade Your Print Books to Ebooks with BitLit
by Michael E. Cohen

BitLit has announced a pilot program with publisher HarperCollins in which owners of selected paper editions of HarperCollins books can 
purchase and download low-cost ebook versions of those titles. The cost of the ebooks ranges from $1.99 to $2.99. At the start, the program 
offers only six HarperCollins titles, but new books are planned to be added to the program, initially at one per week.
Obviously, this is a just a very small pilot program, but it’s an interesting development. HarperCollins is the first of the “Big Five” publishers (a 
group including Penguin Random House, Macmillan, Hachette, and Simon & Schuster) to sign up for what BitLit calls its “ebook bundling” 
program — it’s really more of an ebook upgrade program.
The Big Five generally have been somewhat chary of engaging with ebook retailers and subscription services: though HarperCollins and Simon 
& Schuster, for example, have partnered with the Oyster and Scribd subscription services, the deal is only for books in their backlists. 
Furthermore, none of the five are currently participating in Amazon’s new subscription-based Kindle Unlimited program (for more on that, 
see “FunBITS: Kindle Unlimited Is Pretty Limited,” 1 August 2014).
In any case, BitLit offers an unusual proposition that distinguishes it from subscription services: rather than providing an all-you-can-read book 
buffet for a monthly subscription price, BitLit targets readers who want ebook copies of books that they already own in paper. And, while it’s true 
that Amazon has created a program similar to BitLit’s, called Kindle MatchBook, MatchBook applies only to paper books that customers have 
purchased through Amazon. Kindle Matchbook is perhaps most attractive when buying a physical book as a gift; you can keep the ebook for 
yourself.
Unlike Kindle MatchBook, readers can get digital versions of their paper books regardless of where or when they originally purchased those 
books. The BitLit program works like this: you write your name on the copyright page of your paper book by hand and then take a photo of that 
page with the BitLit app on your smartphone (versions of the app exist for both iOS and Android). Once BitLit verifies your paper book, you 
receive an email with download links for the ebook.
BitLit (and to a lesser extent, Kindle MatchBook) raises an important question: Why would anyone want to buy a book that they already own? 
Is that a market worth pursuing?
As a likely member of that target market, I’m intrigued. I love my paper books, but I love my ebooks, too, and I can imagine wanting ebook 
versions of many titles that I own in paper — heck, I already have a fair number of such duplicates! Sometimes I got the duplicates to complete a 
book series that I owned half in paper and half digitally. But I’ve never done it for a series I owned completely in paper. If I could cheaply fill out 
my digital collection to include other series I own in paper, it would scratch a small, but very real itch for this bibliophile. It would also be nice to 
have ebook copies of those few paper books I return to regularly until their covers have begun to fall off.
The ebook upgrade idea makes some sense for publishers, too: the opportunity to sell the same book twice to the same customer, even if only for 
a fraction of the original retail price, is compelling. But it all depends on whether there are enough people like me to make it more than just a tiny 
niche market, served, if at all, only as an afterthought. 
For me, a successful ebook upgrade program would have 
to go deep into a publisher’s backlist, and cover a broad 
range of titles. I have no idea if that makes good business 
sense.
It’s early days yet. BitLit’s ebook upgrade concept is 
intriguing, and much more enticing to someone like me 
than “all you can read by no one you ever heard of” 
book subscription services like Kindle Unlimited. Can 
such a concept thrive? Maybe we’ll have a chance to find 
out if the BitLit pilot with HarperCollins expands 
significantly beyond the tiny handful of titles it currently 
offers.
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HOW TO FIND US
General meeting:
SMMUG General Meetings are held on the FIRST Tuesday of 
each month at Penrose Library’s Carnegie Reading Room - located  
at 20 N. Cascade Ave. (It is by the RED BALLOON on the map). 
The  Penrose Library has two parking lots - one to the south of the 
building and another to the west of the building (there is an elevator 
that will take you to and from the west lot). 

Directions:
From the front door (on Cascade) - walk all the way to the 
back aisle, turn right, turn left at the stairs then left into the 
Carnegie Reading Room.

Sig meeting:
The SIG Meetings are held on the SECOND Saturday of each month at Fire Station #18’s meeting room - located at: 6830 Hadler View 
[the fire station is behind Walgreens]. 

Directions:
#1) Take I-25 to Garden of the Gods Rd (head west), turn right on Centennial, left on Flying W Ranch Rd., right on Hadler View.
#2) (This route is bumpier and probably not the best for winter travel) Take I-25 to E. Woodman/W. Rockrimmon Blvd., turn right on 
Vindicator (at the Safeway intersection), and then right on Hadler View.
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Membership Application Form
Membership entitles you to access to our online forums, participation in prize drawings, and access to the 
bargains in the members area of the SMMUG website at www. smmug.org. SMMUG renewal membership 
dues ($25) apply to the calendar year and are paid each December for the following year. Use the following 
table for NEW MEMBERSHIP ONLY:

 JAN 1 to MAR 31 - $25.00  APR 1 to JUN 30 - $21.00
 JUL 1 to SEPT 30 - $14.00  OCT 1 to DEC 31 - $7.00

Please Print Clearly!     Today’s Date: 

Name
 Street Address

 City/State/ZIP
 Home Telephone

 E-mail Address:
Have you previously been a member of SMMUG?
How did you learn about SMMUG?

Make your check payable to:  SMMUG.  
Then mail or give this form and your check to:

SMMUG, Inc. 
Skip Mundy, 
Treasurer                 
PO Box 62741 
Colorado Springs, CO   80962 

August '14 August '14

Please make an online account for me.
User Name _______________

Don’t make an online account for me. I 
do not want one or I already have one.

Business Telephone 

About Us

The Silicon Mountain Macintosh User Group, Inc. (a nonprofit educational corporation) was formed in Colorado Springs, 
Colorado in 1985, and is one of the oldest Macintosh User Groups in the United States. SMMUG, Inc. is dedicated to helping 
members enjoy and learn about their Macintosh computer, iPhone and iPad devices.

Club membership is open to everyone and you are cordially invited to visit our free monthly General Meeting on the First 
Tuesday of each month, at 7:00 PM. For those new to the Macintosh, we have a Question & Answer session at 6:00 PM, 
where our collective expertise can help answer your questions. 

All members receive a monthly newsletter, published on our web site, see great reviews of software and hardware, or can 
participate in the monthly door prize drawing. Each member gets one vote during annual Officer Elections. No corporate 
memberships are granted.

Our officers are volunteers and receive no pay. All funds raised are used for the cost of operations of the club and its meetings.
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