
 Silicon Summit

Reviews
Toast 11 Pro

by L. Davenport
Since the early 2000‘s, Toast has been my go-to program for making CD and DVD archive copies of my data and my newly purchased 

programs. I have been thoroughly pleased with its performance over the years. Though my Toast Titanium 10 worked adequately, I wanted to 
see what was new in the Toast 11 Pro version plus delve deeper into the program to see what else it can do besides making archive copies. So here 
is what I found:

Toast 11 Titanium (standard) still comes with a suite of tools and helper 
programs - some are the same as the previous version and some are different. 
Previously I owned just the Standard version, this time I got the Pro version. 
The Pro version includes four more programs than the Standard version, plus a 
Blue-ray plug-in (more about all of the additional programs later).

The first time you open Toast, a window with a list of video tutorials pops up. 
Though you can probably figure out how to use most of Toast’s features 
without gong through the manual and video tutorials, it is a good idea to at 
least watch the video tutorials. Even though I have used Toast for years, I was 
surprised with all that it can do - I even reinstalled my older Toast 10 to see if 
some of the functions were there too - they were. The Toast Pro package is like a 
Swiss army knife utility with everything that it and its helper programs can do. 

Project Categories
After viewing (or dismissing) the Video Tutorial window, every time you open 

Toast, you are given the option to choose the type of project that you want to 
perform (some of the least commonly used projects are hidden, but easily 
accessed from a drop-down menu if you want use them). BTW: I know I list a lot of 
options below, but I want you to see the wealth of options available if you purchase this 
program:

• Data: 
1. Mac Only disc - store your data on discs that are readable by only Macs 
2. Mac & PC disc - store your data on discs that are readable by both Mac and PCs. 
3. DVD-ROM (UDF)  - this creates a DVD-Video disc from a VDEO_TS folder with additional ROM content
4. ISO 9660 formatted disc (I’m not sure what this is for).
5. Photo Disc - this creates a full resolution, cross-platform disc that includes an automatically generated slideshow.

• Audio:
1. Audio CD - this creates a CD that can be played in CD players. You can add CD-Text or apply effects like crossfades and volume 

normalization.
2. Music DVD - this creates a DVD that can contain 50 hours of music and can be played in a DVD player.
3. MP3 Disc - this lets you create a CD or DVD that can be played in a MP3 disc player.
4. Enhanced Audio CD - These CDs contain the audio tracks along with additional data/content. These CDs are accessible to both Mac 

and Windows PCs.
A nice included feature is the ability to span your audio tracks over multiple CD discs. You can also rearrange the tracks between the different 

CDs. In my first testing of this feature, I dragged all 27 instrumentals from my “I love the 80's (1880s) Vol 1” (that I got from Amazon) to the 
Toast window and Toast showed that they would span to 5 CDs. Problem was, the last CD only had two tracks lasting about 10 minutes. I also 
noticed that some of the other CDs had 70+ minutes worth music. So I reshuffled the tracks so the last CD had around 55 minutes of music on 
it. Afterward I burned the CDs in one fell swoop - with Toast spitting out the copied CD and requesting the next blank CD.

You can either use Toast’s Browser to locate and import 
your content, or drag your content to the Toasts’ main 

window.

Toast’s Space Indicator shows the total size of 
the content that you have added to the current 
project plus the amount of remaining space on 

the media you want to burn to.



 Silicon Summit
• Video: 

1. DVD-Video Disc - these discs will hold up to 4 hours of video that can 
be played on your set top DVD players or with Mac or Windows DVD 
players.

2. Blu-ray Video Disc - these discs will hold up to 2 hours of HD video on 
Blu-ray media. BTW: Though Toast can create a Blu-ray disk, a 
compatible Blu-ray drive is needed to play the Blu-ray disc on a Mac.

3. High Definition DVD-Video - these discs will hold 30 minutes of video 
on standard Blu-ray media.

4. Video_TS - create a DVD video disk from a Video_TS folder.
5. Video_TS Compilation - combine various Video_TS folders and burn a 

single DVD-Video disc.
6. BDMV - create a Blu-ray disc from a BDMV folder.
7. AVCHD Archive - import AVCHD video directly from your 

camcorder and then burn it to a DVD or Blu-ray disc. The archives 
contain the original HD video that can be used later in 
one of your video projects. BTW: At first I didn’t think 
this worked, but then it dawned on me that I was trying 
to import standard video. Once I changed my 
camcorder to capture AVCHD, Toast saw the footage 
on my camcorder and promptly imported it.

Toast lets you view and reset the quality of the video to be 
sure you are getting the optimal video quality. You can also set 
the preview duration and starting points.

• Copy:
1. Disc Copy - This will make a duplicate of a non-

protected CD, DVD, or Blu-ray disc, plus it will make a 
disc image file of the source media.

2. Image file -  this will burn a CD, DVD, or Blu-ray disc, from an image file.
3. Disc Image Merge - this will create a disc from a Windows (only) readable disc image and a Mac (only) readable disc image.
If your original is an audio CD, you can instruct Toast to automatically retrieve album information and add CD-TEXT to the copy. BTW: 

You will need an audio CD player that supports CD-TEXT to view this information.
A nice new feature is the ability to burn (the same files) to two burners at the same time. This is a great timesaver for individuals or groups that 

need to burn multiple copies to be given out to their members. 
If the disc that you want to copy is unreadable due to scratches or other damaged, you can instruct Toast to try and recover as many files as 

possible. The recovery information will be provided after copying is done. 
If your original DVD-Video is too large to fit onto a standard 4.7 GB recordable DVD and you don’t want to span it over two DVD’s, you 

can use the “Use Fit-to-DVD video compression” option. This will compress it 
to fit onto the single copy DVD.

• Convert:
1. Video files - either single or batch convert you video files from one 

format to another (including TiVo and EyeTV recordings).
2. DVD Disc - convert the video of a non-protected DVD-Video disc to 

another video format for viewing on iOS devices, Apple TV, etc.
3. Image file - convert the video content of a DVD-Video image file to 

another format
4. Video_TS folders - convert video content found in VIDEO_TS folders.
5. Audio Files - convert single or multiple audio files to a different format. 

Also, you can apply effects such as cross-fades, volume normalization, 
etc.

6. Audiobook - convert multiple audiobook CDs to audio files with 
If you have more than one burner, Toast has the ability to 

burn two copies (of the same content) at the same time.

You can import AVCHD video directly from your 
camcorder and then burn it to a DVD or Blu-ray disc.

This shows an AUDistortion effect being added to this video.
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chapter bookmarks.

7. YouTube, Vimeo, and Facebook - Toast can convert and upload your video 
directly to your YouTube, Vimeo, or Facebook accounts. At the same time, 
you can have Toast send a tweet alerting your Twitter followers that the video 
has been posted. BTW: All of these accounts have size limitations, so instead 
of choosing the media type (for the Space indicator), you can set the 
maximum size limit. This way you can quickly see if you are exceeding the size 
restrictions of these services.

Device Export Profiles and Presets - Toast comes with custom video presets so you can quickly export video that will be playable on: 
AppleTV, iPad, PlayStation, and Xbox 360. You can even create your own custom presets to be used over and over again.

VideoBoost - if you have a Mac that has a CUDA compatible NVIDIA graphic card (see the Roxio web site for compatible versions), Toast 
can use the NVIDIA card’s unused processing power to speed up the H.264 video conversions. Unfortunately I wasn’t able to confirm the speed 
jump since for some reason, even though I had a compatible NVIDIA card, VideoBoost never kicked in during my conversions. Unfortunately. I 
wasn’t able to contact Tech support for help (more about this later).

The User Interface
The Toast 11’s Main window has been revamped to look sleeker than its predecessor. It is divided into several different areas:
• The big empty “Content area” on the left has a downward pointing arrow - telling you to drag your files here. 
• There is a Media Browser on the 

right side of the window. You can 
use it locate the audio, video, photo, 
etc. files that you want to add to 
your current project. You also us the 
Browser’s “Web Video” option to 
capture Flash videos from the web. 
Alas, I wasn’t able to confirm this 
because it never worked and again, I 
wasn’t able to contact Tech support.

• Also on the right side of the window 

is the Options area (it toggles with the Media Browser). This is where you set the options for the current project.
• The Space Indicator (that crossed the bottom of the window), shows the total size of the content that you have added to the 

current project. This is very helpful for letting you know if your content will fit the CD, DVD, or Blue-ray disk that you want 
to burn to. BTW: If it is too large to fit on one disc, then you can have Toast “Span” your content over multiple discs.

• Once you have added your content, there is a large red Record/Convert button that once pushed, will start the burning or 
converting process.

Edit video
Toast comes with a set of tools that let you trim the start and end points, remove unwanted parts in the middle of the video, and 

apply audio effects to your video.

Before you burn your DVD, Toast adds a menu with buttons so you can navigate to different parts of your DVD. This is 
user customizable and there are quite a few backgrounds for you to choose from.

If you are going to upload your video to 
YouTube, Vimeo, or Facebook,  you can 

set the video size limit so you don’t exceed 
the size restrictions for these services.

http://corel.force.com/roxio/articles/en_US/Master_Article/Using-VideoBoost-in-Toast-11?&page=1&topicCategory=NoFilter&keyWords=videoboost&sb=new&source=kba
http://corel.force.com/roxio/articles/en_US/Master_Article/Using-VideoBoost-in-Toast-11?&page=1&topicCategory=NoFilter&keyWords=videoboost&sb=new&source=kba
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Menus and Styles

When Toast creates a DVD, it adds a menu with buttons so you 
can navigate to different parts of your DVD - just like commercially 
produced DVDs. But unlike commercially produced DVDs you 
aren’t locked into a certain set look. Toast lets you choose:

• The style of the menu background, text, and buttons. 
• The Aspect ratio - between Standard or Widescreen.
• Whether the disc will auto start on insert.
• Whether the video or slideshow will play continually without 

returning to the main menu.
• If it is to include scene menus for video.
• If it is to include slide menus for slideshows.
• If it is to include Smartlist for music.
• If it is to include Shuffle play.
• Whether the Quality is going to be: Good, Better, or Best or if 

you want to Customize the Bit Rate, Data Rate, Audio 
Format, etc. settings.

Chapter Markers
You can instruct Toast to set Chapter Markers: Automatically, 

Every # Minutes, or Manually (you drag the playhead to the desired 
positions).

Compare
Toast has a “Compare” menu item that will compare files and folders. I tested it on an original folder on one partition and a folder that I manually 

backup to on another. It did a good job at identifying the differences between the two.

Roxio Video player
This player can be used to play your DVD and Blu-ray media (if you have a Blu-ray drive).

Supported Import formats
• Audio: AAC, AIFF, MP3, WAV, M4A, OGG, FLAC and Dolby® Digital AC-3
• Video: AVCHD, AVCHD Lite, AVI, DivX Plus HD, DV, FLV and F4V for 

Adobe® Flash®, MJPEG, MOV, MKV, MPEG-1/2/4, VOB, VIDEO_TS folder, 
shared iMovie® projects, and EyeTV recordings

• Photo: BMP, GIF. JPG, PDF, PSD, PNG, TIFF
• Disc Images: ISO, BIN/CUE, IMG, DMG, CDR, NRG

Discs and media
Toast supports CD, DVD, and Blu-ray media types: CD, CD-RW, DVD-R/RW, 

DVD-R DL (dual-layer), DVD+R/RW, DVD+R DL (double-layer), DVD-RAM 
(cartridges), BD-R/RE, BD-R/RE DL (dual-layer). 

Toast 11 Titanium’s extra (included) software packages and utilities (also part of Toast 
11 Pro)

The included programs have changed over time. This is a list of the currently included 
programs. Just be aware, some of these are slightly older versions but they still work just 
fine:

• Disc Cover 3 RE - this is a Case cover, CD, and DVD labeling program that can be 
used to print on paper labels or used with LightScribe or Labelflash drives to print 
directly on the disc’s surface.

• GetBackup Pro RE - This can not only backup your files, but it can also clone or 
sync bi-directionally between multiple computers, network volumes, or external hard 

Toast can span your audio tracks over multiple 
CD discs. You can also rearrange the tracks 

between the different CDs.

You can create custom DVD compilations with up to 4 hours of DVD video 
on a single disc. Choose the individual DVD movies, audio and languages 

you want, while maximizing available disc space and video quality.
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disks.

• DiscCatalogMaker - this will scan and then keep track of the contents 
of your discs. The catalogs can be saved in its native format or saved as a 
text file. Using the scanned catalog, you can quickly discover which CD 
or DVD contains your needed file or program. This stops all the disc-
swapping that occasionally happens when you are trying to locate 
something.

Toast Pro’s extra (included) software packages & plug-in
• Toast HD/BD plug-in - this lets you burn high definition movies from 

files on your hard drives, from AVCHD camcorders, and from EyeTV 
recordings to standard DVDs and Blu-ray Discs for playback on 
standard Blu-ray set top box or PlayStation 3 game consoles. 

• FotoMagico - this is a slideshow creator that includes sound and 
transitions between photos. BTW: I have owned and used FotoMagico 
for quite a few years. I like its ability to move the camera lens/view-point 
in and out, plus it can pan across a photo just like it was a short video clip. 
I will be using it to do just that on the many panorama photos that I took 
on my last vacation. Once FotoMagico saves them as quicktime movies, I 
will include them in with the video footage I took with my camcorder.  
The best of both worlds (video and photos).

• HDRExpress - This gives you seven easy controls that you can use to do 32-bit HDR processing on 
your photos.

• iZotope Music & Speech Cleaner - this will clean away unwanted clicks, pops, and hum from your 
audio. It can also enhance voice and music recording plus record the audio that passes through your 
sound card.

• SonicFire Pro - this is a music scoring program that you can use to create music soundtracks for your 
videos and slideshows. It can adjust your music to fit your needs and adapt the instrument mix to the 
changing moods of your productions. It also has a library of royalty-free songs that you can purchase 
and include in your projects.

                                                  The Skinny
Evaluation: I have been and continue to be impressed with what you can do with Toast. The Toast 11 standard version will probably suit most users. 
But if you want to do more with your projects, the Pro version would be a better bet.

My only negative has nothing to do with the program. But rather with Roxio’s limited-time tech support. I can maybe see a one time free incident, 
but to limit it to the first 14 days from registration is IMO ridiculous. Not everyone that purchases Toast is going to use all of its features within the 
first 14 days in order to find any problems or have questions. Because I was beyond the time limit (when I encountered the afore mentioned 
problems) - I wasn’t able to get my questions answered. -- So be warned. If you buy Toast - use all of its features right away, group all of your questions 
together and make your one-time free call. After that, you will have to pay for tech support. -- But don’t get me wrong, I think the benefits of this 
program out-weigh this small negative. 

Minimum System Requirements: 
• Toast: an Intel Mac, 1 GB RAM (2 GB RAM recommended for Pro), Mac OS X 10.5 - 10.9, Approximately 1 GB (5 GB for Pro) of free 

space to install all components. 
• VideoBoost: A compatible NVIDIA card and 4 GB of RAM for optimal performance.
• Toast 11 High-Def/Blu-ray Disc Plug-in (for burning): DVD or Blu-ray recordable drive, 1 GB RAM

Company: Roxio

Price: Toast 11 Pro is normally $149. But at the time of writing this review, Toast Pro is on sale for $119.
           Toast 11 (standard) is normally $99.99. Right now it is on sale for $79.99. 

  Go to the Toast Compare web page to discover all the differences between the standard and pro versions.

Toast can upload your video 
directly to YouTube, Facebook, or 
Vimeo to share with your friends.

“Save streaming web video from your favorite web sites and 
burn to DVD for viewing on your big-screen TV. Toast can 
even send it automatically to iTunes for syncing with your 

favorite device.” BTW: Both the screenshot and explanation are 
from the Roxio web site. 

http://www.roxio.com/enu/products/toast/default.html?rtrack=hp_T11_20110308
http://www.roxio.com/enu/products/toast/default.html?rtrack=hp_T11_20110308
http://www.roxio.com/enu/products/toast/compare.html
http://www.roxio.com/enu/products/toast/compare.html

