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Let’s see, how do I explain what a cinemagraph is? Well, let’s start with a definition taken from Wikipedia: “Still photographs in which a 

minor and repeated movement occurs to (small sections of ) the photograph”. Still not sure what it is? Do you remember 
watching the Harry Potter® movies where a person in a still photograph would move on a repeated loop? Well that’s what a 
cinemagraph is.

Flixel, the makers of Cinemagraph Pro have given professional photographers the ability to quickly create (what they term) 
“Live Photos”. BTW: Don’t worry amateur photographers - you can easily use this tool too.

What’s needed
• A camera or video recorder to take 

the video footage.
• A tripod to keep the video recorder 

still while capturing the footage.
• If its a photo of a person: a model 

that can stand/sit very still while 
something moves around the model 
- like his/her hair, article of 
clothing, etc. or stand/sit perfectly 
still while one part of the model is 
moving, e.g. a hand, eyes, mouth, or 
even the whole head.

• A Mac with the Cimenagraph Pro 
software installed.

How it works
• Take your video footage and import 

it to your Mac. BTW: Cinenagraph 
Pro includes support for UHD (4K) 
resolution video capture.

• Open Cinemagraph Pro and import 
the footage. Cinemagraph Pro starts by creating a preview of the footage that will instantly start playing (within the 
program).

• Trim the footage to the seconds that you want to repeat (by dragging the 
ends of the clip).

• Identify the best looking still frame. This will be what remains unchanged 
except for the part you want to move. If the chosen still frame needs some 
additional tweaking, there is an “Export still image” option. This lets you fix 
any blemishes in a graphics program like Photoshop and then re-import it 
back into Cinemagraph Pro.

• Mask the whole photo/video screen and then use an eraser to un-mask the 
part that you want to continue moving. BTW: With Cinemagraph Pro’s 
“Live masking” technology, you can preview your living images in real time.

• If you want, apply one of 30 built-in color effects to the photo.
• Pick the number of times it is to loop and whether it is to Repeat or 

Bounce Loop (the video plays to the end of the clip and then plays in 
reverse). 

• Set the crossfade, speed, and how long the still frame is be displayed before 
the motion kicks in. 

• Set the size of the final Live Photo from 1/4, 1/3, 1/2 or full sized.
• Render and export it as an MP4 or as (animated) GIFs. You can also 

Before you render, you can choose to save your 
Live Photo as a MP4 Movie or as high definition 
GIFs. You can also set the size/dimensions of the 
final video plus how many times the video is to 

repeat/loop.

This Screenshot shows the Masking options including the large (resizable) eraser tool that 
that removes the mask from the part you want to keep moving in the Live Photo. Notice 

that Flixel has distilled down the tools (to just a few) needed to create cinemagraphs. 
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instruct Cimenagraph Pro to upload it to the Flixel web site or to a social media site like Facebook. 
BTW: Cinenagraph Pro can output HD (1080) and UHD (4K) quality hybrid photographs.

Testing
I took my video camera to a commercial building that had water streaming down the side of a rectangle 

pillar along with a spotlight shining on the wall of water. This made the light dance all over the place. So I 
took a few video clips of the sparkling lights on the water including 
the bubbling water in the small pool at its base. When I came home, 
I brought the footage in to my Mac, chose the best video clip and 
imported the video into Cinemagraph Pro. 
  I masked off the whole screen and then erased the mask from the 
sparkling lights. After doing a few more of the steps outlined above, 
I rendered and saved my “Live Photo”. When you watch the final 
Live Photo, it starts out with a momentary pause to make it look 
like a photo and then the lights start dancing on the wall of water. 
Nothing else moves, not even the bubbling water in the small pool 
at its base. I was pleased with my first try. BTW: I was able to go 
from start to finish in around 5 - 10 minutes. Now obviously not all 
Live Photos will be created that fast. Some will take longer than this 
(especially for professionals that need every pixel just right). But it 
shows you that it isn’t difficult to use this program.
  My second try went pretty well considering I didn’t use a tripod (I 
thought I could stand still enough - wrong) and my model moved 
slightly when he was outside waving (I wanted just his hand to 
move). Next time I’ll use my tripod and stage my model in such a 
way that his body doesn’t move. So the moral of the story is - no 
matter how still you think you are standing while taking your video 
(minus a tripod), you will still sway slightly, so use a tripod.

Who would use it?
Professionals: As an example, there is a YouTube short video where Tyra Banks (former super Model who is 

the creator and host of the reality show America's Next Top Model) tells how she is using Cinemagraph 
Pro to add a WOW factor to the photos of the contestants. She even shows a few Live Photo examples 
of herself and the contestants.

Amateurs: I can imagine a variety of fun uses - one being: Surprising your social media followers with what 
they think is a photo, only to have part of the photo start moving a few seconds later. I think there will 
be a lot of smiles on their faces, along with the: “How did he/she do that” questions.

Webmasters: You can embed Live Photos into your websites - useful for inserting interesting ads, party or 
wedding photos, etc.
The Flixel web site has a variety of Live Photo examples. Check them out if you are interested: Featured 

Gallery, Top model photos, and Gallery.
The Skinny

Evaluation: Flixel has distilled down the tools (to just a few) needed to create cinemagraphs. This makes them relatively easy to 
make - even for amateurs. I think Cinemagraph Pro will be a useful tool for professional photographers to give a WOW factor to 
some of their photos.

Requires: OS 10.9 or higher, 64-bit processor, 4GB RAM (8GB recommended for 4K), OpenCL-capable graphics card or Intel 
HD graphics 3000 or later, 256MB of VRAM (1GB recommended for 4K), 500MB hard drive space.

Company: Flixel

Price: Mac App Store - $29.99 (it’s listed as being on a 85% off sale), Flixel web site - $199 
     
Available Trial copy

You can upload your Live Photos to 
Flixel.com or to other social web sites 
like Facebook or Instagram.

Here are a 8 of the 
30 Color effects.
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