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With every new application comes a slew of new keyboard shortcuts that you need to learn. Unless you have a photographic memory, you 

may get mental overload trying to remember them all. “Now, was that command-option-R or was that command-shift-R? 
If you like using keyboard shortcuts to speed up your workflow, consider checking out KeyCue. KeyCue is a small program that once it is 

installed on your computer, it waits in the background until you click-and-hold the Command key. Moments later a shortcut table (window) 
pops up that displays a list of keyboard shortcuts available for the application that you are currently using. If you double-click-and-hold the 

Command key you will be shown OS X System wide keyboard shortcuts for keyboard navigation, taking screen snapshots, zooming, 
activation of Spotlight, Dashboard, Exposé, etc. that are usually active in all applications. As an added benefit, in addition to informing 
you of the keyboard shortcuts, KeyCue will also type/activate them for you when you click on the shortcut from within the shortcut table..

The KeyCue table is divided between all the current application’s menu headings like:. the File, Edit, Help and submenu headings. For further 
clarification, submenu headings and shortcuts are surrounded in a box.

Below the KeyCue window is a legend that explains the meaning of the symbols that are used for your modifier keys, e.g. the is the 
Command key, etc. But it also doubles as a search field where you can start typing your desired shortcut and KeyCue will show all of the 
matches.

The KeyCue Table lists all of an application’s (currently available) keyboard shortcuts. The first three columns of this screen shot shows 
the default Photoshop shortcuts plus 41 additional Photoshop shortcut descriptions that I downloaded from Ergonis’ “Extras” web page. 
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At first, I thought that the KeyCue list was 

incomplete. But I later noticed that the list of shortcuts 
changes depending on what you are currently doing. 
For example in the Finder, certain menu items are 
greyed out until you do something that invokes them, 
e.g. Command-V (for paste) is grayed out and not 
present in the KeyCue list until you copy something. 
Afterward Command-V shows up in the Finder’s Edit 
menu and within KeyCue (Finder ‘s) Edit menu.

 Since KeyCue is evoked by holding down the 
Command key which other applications also use, 
KeyCue lets you choose the delay time before it kicks in. 
This way you can quickly type a Command-C (to copy 
something) without worrying that KeyCue will pop up 
instead. But once in awhile if you get distracted and you 
hesitate a little as you are in the process of 
pressing the Command key (for your 
Command-C combination), KeyCue will 
pop up unintentionally. If this happens too 
often to you (as it did for me) you can opt to 
change the modifier key that would invoke 
KeyCue from the Command key to the 
Option key.

If you get tired of or just hate the look of 
the default KeyCue Table, you have the 
option to change its appearance using the 
Theme section of the KeyCue preference 
settings. KeyCue comes with a set of built-in 
themes, but more themes are available as free 
downloads from the Ergonis Software 
website. There is even a document that you 
can download that explains how to create 
you own custom Themes or modify current 
ones. You can also download Typinator 
Scripting, Snippet, and Shortcut “Extras” for programs like Photoshop, InDesign, ProTools, etc. These Extras extend the functionality of 
KeyCue. Check out their “Extras” web page for more information on each available Extra.

FYI: According to Ergonis Software, some menus and menu items do not contain text. For example, the script menus of some 
applications have a script icon as the menu title. KeyCue currently cannot display the proper symbols and shows a blank menu 
header instead. Also, if you use a non-US keyboard, say a German keyboard, KeyCue will go ahead and display all the shortcuts, but your 
keyboard may not have the actual necessary keys to invoke the shortcut.

e skinny
Evaluation: KeyCue is easy to install and use. If you are the type that hates to use the mouse, this would be perfect for you. There was a time 
BEFORE I had KeyCue that I needed to do something in an application. I knew there was a menu option to do it, but I couldn’t remember 
where it was. It so happened that this application had tons of menus and sub menus, so it took me forever to find it. If I had KeyCue, I would 
have found the desired menu item in less than 20 seconds.

Requires: KeyCue requires Mac OS X 10.5.8 or newer. together

company: Ergonis Software

Price: EUR 19.99 = (?) $28.00 (Depends on the currency exchange rate at the time of purchase)

Trial copy

You can change the appearance of the KeyCue table by selecting one of the many available 
Themes.

You have complete control over when and how KeyCue will be evoked.
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